HISVORY OF VAW-126

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squndion ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX is a
major element of the carrier aithorne eariy warning (VAW) forcea of the Unitad
States Navy. Ae such, its primay mission is to utilize long range airborne radar to
provide the Carnier Task Force ommander with warning of impending air attack
and to help defend the force by directing fighter aircraft to meet the theoat.
Moreover, the capabilities of ita four Grumman E-2C Hawkeye aircraft have proven
Lo be exceptionally versatile, ennbling ihe nquadron’s flight crews to play important
toles in nther varied operations, nmong them atrike control, surface surveillance, and
search and rescue,

VAW.-126, the youngest of the .2 Squadrons in Carrier Aithorne Early Warning
Wing TWELVE, was commissinnnd on 1 Apnl 1969 in Norfolk, Virginia. The now
squadron with ite four 15-2A sircraft wosamde a component of Attack Carrier Air
Wing SEVENTEEN and with i tiret icpiovment began a long association with
CYW-17T and with USS FORRESTAL UV A BY),

Upon relurn from sa liest Slediteonnean cruise in July 1970, VAW 126
tranaitioned to the 15214, the saine haow sireraft eguipped with a more modeen and
floxible compuler system. With this nev equipinent, the aquadron comnpletid its
second  Mediterranean  deploymeont o July 1971 and was  awardei  the
NAVATRLANT Battle Rendinesn Eiliciacy V17 and the CNO Safaty Awnid for
outatandiing perlormance among ntl east cast VAW squadrons.

On 22 Septomber (972, VAW 126 smabarked  on its third and  iongea
Mediterranenn deploymeat, insting nime ind one half mounths, and Larminsting on &
July 1973,

Ou 11 March {974, VAW 126 sgain embarked in FORRESTAL for s ionith
Mediterranean deployment, During the deployment, VAW-126 provided aimoue
surveillaive 1t suppore of SIXTHEFLT offorts Lo provide a atabilizing inivence
during the Cyvpraot confiet. The sepiadeon nlso achioved several milestones inciding
the squadion’s A600LL hoar of aecident frea flight operations since comisnionig, ita
fifth conaocuiive accident frea yonr, and for the second time in the squadion’s short
hirtory, the coveted NAVAIRLAN T HatUe Readiness Efficioncy "I2".

On 4 September, while the FORBESTAL was homeward bound, the Squadron was
extended jov one month, and performed the fitst mid-ocean wansfer of an 15-2
aguadiun. The “HUMMIERS” crosa decked its men, I-2B aireraft, snd 32,000 iba. of
equipment from USS FORRESTAL to the USS AMERICA in the Atiaotic. 'ithe
mid-ocean transier of an £5-2 squadron from ship-to-ship provided CVW.R its nsaotg
for NA'TO) exercise Northern Merger, and gave the squadron a taste of tie violent
North Atlantic.

After returning to Nerf{olk in October 1974, the squadron beyan itg transition ta
the I5-2C tiawkeye, an aircraft similar in appenrance to its predecessors, but with a
significantly more capable and relinble weapons system.

In August 1976, VAW-126 took a small detachment to Naval Station Roosevelt
Roads, Puerto Rico in support of CARIBEX 1-76.

The end of October 1975 saw the "HUMMERS" in Miramar, Caiifornia for a brief
working period with its future AIRWING. CVW-9 and with the I'-14 'Toment.

In February 1976 the squadron again returned to Rooseveit Roads to participate in
CARIBEX 2.76.

In May 1976 the entire squadron began the first of a series of trips Lo the west
coast to join CYW-9 and to prepare for its upcoming uepioyment on the USS
CONSTELLATION (CV-64). The first deployment was to Falton, Nevada where the
E-2C/F-14 team worked together in Fleet Air Superiority Iixercises. After a short
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return to Norfolk, the squaciron procesded to North Island, California and along with
the other squadrons in CVW-9 and CONSTELLATION for the first time in order tn
participate in re(resher training. VAW-126 again left Noriolk in September to join
CVW.9 and CONSTELLATION to participate in READIEX 1-77, & major
THIRDFLT exercise.

In December the squadron returned briefly to California for more work-ups and on
17 January 1977, VAW-126 made its longest deployment to the west coast. During
several at-sea periods, VAW-126 participated in refresher training, an Operational
Readiness Exercise, READIEX 2-77, and RIMPAC 77. The latter was the largeat
pence time exercise in the last five years and involved Naval and Air Forces from
Canada, Australia, New Zealend and the United States. After a short stay in
Haweii, CONSTELLATION with AIRWING NINE departed for North Jsland. The
squadron, upon arrival in California, returned to Norfolk to prepare for its upcoming
ovarseas deployment of the E-2C to the Western Pacific.

In April, VAW-126 left San Diego for the Philippinea, the first stop in the cruise.
n the following months, the squadron visited such places as Thailand, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Korea and Jepan. The Western Pacific operating area provided wide-
open “Rlue Water’ operations which allowed the aircraft and aircrews to uperate at
their fullest, potential. Arriving home in November, the squadron wana shle to apend
the holidays with their families, and in January began to prepare for the next
scheduled deployment.

The WESTPAC 77 deployment. was a particularly significant evolution in that it
concluded the highly auccessful Pacific Fleet introduction of the E-2C by VAW -126.

Since commissioning, the squadrmn has been deployed 44 months, flown over
16,000 accident free hours, and has iogged over 3,400 carrier arrested landings.

COMMANDING OFFICERS
0LAPRE9-06APRTO...........covvivviiviiinnnn .CDR Albert W. OLDHAM
06APRT0-01APR7L..........cviin creane ..+...CDR Robert M. HARP
01 APR71-28JAN72................c..voovvvee ... .CDR Floyd A. FRIESEN
28JANT2-03JANT3 .. ...t veveirsn...CDR George ORMOND, Jr.
0BJANT3-0TFEBM................. «vevvveers...CDR Harold J. BERNSEN
OTFEBT4-16JANT6..........cvvnnnnn vveievo...CDR David M. KLETTER
16JANT6-28 APRT6.............. vevvees....CDR Horace M. WALTERS, Jr.
28APRT76-16JULTT.........0oviiiit «.++....CDR Robert E. KORDALSKI
16 JUL77-8SEP78............ vevevivisiiaieerse s CDR Dennis M. KINNEY




