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Carrier Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadzon ONE H U N D B D  TWENTY-
SIX is a major element of the airbcxne e a r l y  warning (AEW) 
fo rces  of t h e  U. S. Navy. Even though the c a p a b i l i t i e s  Of 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  have been demonstrated as being  except ional ly  
v e r s a t i l e ,  the primary "c2ass ica l"  mission of t h e  squadron 
is t o  provide the Task Force Commander with early warning 
o f  impending enemy a t t a c k .  

The ai rborne  e a r l y  warning c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  h ighly  sophis- 
t i c a t e d  E-2A "Hawkeye" rep resen t s  an amazing evolu t ion  from 
the modest beginnings of &EW dur ing  World War XI. A i r c r a f t  
which pioneered t h e  develbpment of ca rx iex  based AETq were 
t h e  TBM-3W "Avenger" and the AD-SW "Skyraider". S t i l l  
operational and e f f e c t i v e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the E-2A8 is the 
E-13 "Tracer" a i r c r a f t .  

Although a def ic iency i n  e a r l y  warning w a s  apparent during 
Jqorrld War 31, l i t t l e  could be  done u n t i l  the completion of 
h o s t i l i t i e s .  A development and t r a i n i n g  program produced 
VAW-2 on 6 J u l y  1948 8% NAS Quonset Poin t ,  Rhode Is land.  

Growing i n  scope and c a p a b i l i t y  through the years ,  t h e  AEW 
mission has continued t o  reach g r e a t e r  he igh t s  of achieve-
ment, s i z e  and importance as weaponry has increased  i n  speed, 
range and des t ruc t iveness .  With this growth of AEW came 
t he  expansion of VAW-2 i n t o  VM-12, t h e  l a r g e s t  c a r r i e r  based 
squadron on the E a s t  Coast. Flight  crews expanded f r o m  three 
t o  four  a d ,  with t h e  E-2A, t o  f ive members. 

With t h e  appearance of the E-2A and i t s  l a r g e r  crews and 
suppor t  complement, it was decided t o  c o ~ s s i o n  s e v e r a l  
smaller u n i t s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  the AEW mission on each a t t a c k  
c a r r i e r .  VAW-12 bbatme-the present  C a r r i e r  Aixborne Ear ly  
Warning Wing TWELVE, which directs t h e  AEW c a p a b i l i t y  of \ 

the Commander Naval A i r  Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  from 
Norfolk, Virg in ia .  

C a r r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Squadxon ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-
SIX (VAW-126) was commissioned on 1Apr i l  1969, a t  which 
time Commander Alber t  W. OLDHAM assumed command as the first 
Commanding Off icer .  VAW-126 was the l a s t  E a s t  Coast E-2A 
squadron t o  be formed. Shor t ly  a f t e r  comiss ionfng ,  VAW-126 
was assigned t o  Attack Carrier Air Wing SEVENTEEN aboard 
USS FORRESTAL (CVA59) . I n  e a r l y  August 1969, VAW-126 began
seven months of i n t e n s i v e  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  aboard FORRESTAL 
wi th  CVW-17. On 24 October 1969, VAW-126 departed aboard 
FORRESTAL f o r  i t s  first Operat ional  readiness  fnspect ion  
and achieved the h ighes t  score of any East Coast E-2A 
squadron on i ts initial readinass irapection. On P beaembw 
t h e  squadron departed on its gfldlk LleVM WHM?&Wt!lkfaCift&i?&fi 
deployment. 



Upon re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  ir, July 1970,  VAW-126 
began rece iv ing  t h e  new E-23 aircraft ,  equipped wi th  new 
computer systems designed t o  increase t h e  speed and accuracy 
of mission performance. During t h e  sumer months the 
squadron also ekperienced i t s  :isst ~drrzinistrative/~aterial 
Inspect ion ,  given by Commander Fleet A i r  Norfolk, i n  which 
every phase of squadron opera t ions  was inspected  f o r  effic-
iency and e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  VAW-126 was the f i r s t  squadron 
under COMFAIFWORFOLK t o  reaeiw an out'standing on t h i s  type  
inspec t ion  i n  ov&r four years .  

Carrier Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-
S I X  then  began preparing f o r  i ts second extended deployment 
t o  the Mediterranean, scheduled to  begin early i n  January 
1971. During t h i s  per iod ,  Commander HARP was relieved by 
Commander Floyd A. FRIESEN a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Norfolk, 
Vi rg in ia  on 30 December 1970. 


