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Command Composition and Orqan i za t i on  

a. Squadron Mission:  The pr imary miss ion  o f  VAW-125 i s  t o  
p rov ide  u n i t s  of  t h e  f l e e t  w i t h  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  and warning o f  
approaching enemy f o r c e s .  The p r i n c i p l e  i s  a s  o l d  a s  w a r f a r e  
i t s e l f ,  b u t  as p r a c t i c e d  by VAW-125, i n v o l v e s  t h e  u se  of  l ong  range  
r a d a r  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  computer c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c  sys tems t o  
d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and r e p o r t  enemy c o n t a c t s  w h i l e  s t i l l  many m i l e s  
from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

b. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e :  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne  E a r l y  Warning 
Squadron 125 r e p o r t s  t o  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne  E a r l y  Warning Wing 12 ,  
( s h o r e )  and C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing 17 wh i l e  deployed.  

c. 	 Name of  Commander: CDR G.  H. MEARS 26 May 89-31 Dec 89 
. CDR D. R.  NEWMAN 26 J a n  88-26 May 89 

d.  Permanent Duty S t a t i o n :  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Norfolk ,  VA 

e. Type and Number of  A i r c r a f t :  

AA602 E-2C Hawkeye, Buno #158638 ( J a n  89-Dec 89)  
AA601 E-2C Hawkeye, Buno #158643 ( J a n  89-Dec 8 9 )  
AA600 E-2C Hawkeye, Buno #159107 ( J a n  89-Dec 89)  
AA603 E-2C Hawkeye, Buno #160700 (Nov 89-Dec 8 9 )  
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C h r o n o l o g y  

9 - 1 4  JAN SFARP VFA-83 NAS KEY WEST 

2 2  - 2 6  JAN CQ USS AMERICA (CV 6 6 )  

2 5  - 2 6  JAN A E G I S  SERVICES VACAPES 

3 0  - 31 JAN CORONET PHANTOM 8 9 - 0 2  R - 5 3 1 4  


4 - 1 2  F E B  FFARP VF-74/VF-142 NAS KEY WEST 

1 5  FEB M I S S I L E X  VF-74  VACAPES 


1 6  - 1 7  F E B  CVW-17 TACPRO REVIEW NAS C E C I L  

2 1  F E B  ITDA 2 . 1  UPDATE CONFERENCE NADC 


WARMINI STER PA 

2 3  FEB V S - 3 0  WASEX JAX OPAREA 

2 4  F E B  COMCVW-17 INSPECTION 


2 7  FEB - 3 MAR FAST NAS OCEANA 
5 - 18  MAR FFARP V F - 1 0 3  NAS KEY WEST 

2 0  - 2 5  MAR CQ CV-69 VACAPES 
2 9  MAR - 1 5  APR RED FLAG 8 9 - 3  N E L L I S  AFB 

2 1  - 3 0  APR CQ CV-59/FLEETWEEK NYC 

1 - 4 MAY EC-24/B-52 JAMMEX VACAPES 

5 - 7 M A Y  MAPLE LEAF BURLINGTON VT 


8 MAY EC-24/B-52 JAMMEX VACAPES 

1 4  - 1 9  MAY CVW-17 M I S S I L E / E X  ROOSEVELT ROADS 


2 6  MAY VAW-125 COC CHANGE OF COMMAND 

4 - 1 8  JUN SFARP VFA-83 NAS KEY WEST 


1 9  - 2 9  J U N  CQ CV-60 JAX OPAREA 

2 1  JUN CNO PROJECT 8 0 1  

2 6  - 2 8  J U N  I-HAWK M I S S I L E X  MCAS CHERRY P T  
2 7  - 2 9  JUN WING 1 2  SEMI ANNUAL CORROSION INSPECTION 

9 - 2 1  J U L  SFARP VFA-81 NAS KEY WEST 
1 0  - 1 4  J U L  CYCLIC OPS  CV-60 JAX OPAREA 

1 7  J U L  CG-62 A E G I S  S E R V I C E S  PENSACOLA 
2 5  - 3 0  J U L  F C L P ' S  MAYPORT (NGU CLOSED) 

31 J U L  - 0 4  AUG FAST CRUISE CV-60 MAYPORT 
1 0  - 2 5  AUG SHAKEDOWN CRUISE CV-60 J A X  OPAREA 

5 S E P  - 6 OCT FFARP NORFOLK VA 
1 2  - 1 4  S E P  QUICK THRUST ( C J T F - 4  O P S )  NAS KEY WEST F L  
1 0  - 18  OCT C J T F - 4  O P S  NAS KEY WEST 
2 0  - 2 9  OCT CVW 1 7  WEAPONS DET NAS FALLON NV 
2 0  - 2 2  NOV S T S - 3 3  PATRICK AFB F L  
2 7  - 3 0  NOV C J T F - 4  OPS GUANTANAMO BAY CUBA 
1 - 1 0  DEC CVW-17 M I S S I L E  EX ROOSEVELT ROADS PR 
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NARRATIVE 


C a r r i e r  Airborne E a r l y  Warning Squadron 125 began 1989 a t  home 
a t  NAS Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  conduct ing turnaround t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
Carrier A i r  Wing 17 i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a 1990 extended deployment 
onboard USS SARATOGA (CV 60 ) .  The month of January s a w  t h e  
TIGERTAILS deploy t o  NAS Key W e s t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  SFARP wi th  
VFA-83. Add i t i ona l ly ,  VAW 125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Capes Operat ing Area inc lud ing  e x e r c i s e  Coronet 
Phantom 89-02 and suppor t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  newly commissioned Aegis 
c r u i s e r s .  Support ing f i g h t e r  t a c t i c s  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  TIGERTAILS 
deployed on t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  occas ions  i n  1989 t o  NAS Key West, 
conduct ing FFARP i n  March and J u l y  and SFARP i n  June.  A f i n a l  
FFARP was conducted i n  September, ope ra t ing  o u t  of NAS Norfolk. 
F u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  toward f i g h t e r  s k i l l  enhancement was provided 
through range s u r v e i l l a n c e  du r ing  l i v e  a i r  t o  a i r  missile f i r i n g  
e x e r c i s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an A i r  Wing 17 Missile Exe rc i se ,  conducted 
from Roosevelt  Roads, Puer to  Rico.  A deployment t o  N e l l i s  AFB i n  
A p r i l  t o  suppor t  Red F lag  89-3 was bo th  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  f i g h t e r  
community a s  w e l l  a s  ou r  own a i r c r e w  c o n t r o l  t r a i n i n g .  The 
TIGERTAILS rece ived  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e i r  ou t s t and ing  a i r  coverage of 
"Red" and "Blue" f o r c e s .  While a t  N e l l i s  i n  response  t o  a p l e a  by 
t h e  FAA f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  TIGERTAILS l o c a t e d  and d i r e c t e d  a low 
on f u e l  l o s t  c i v i l i a n  a i r c r a f t  t o  a s a f e  l and ing .  

I n  s p i t e  of a long  sh ipyard  upkeep pe r iod  f o r  our  mother s h i p  
USS SARATOGA, t h e  p i l o t s  of VAW 125 s e i z e d  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  
main ta in  t h e i r  c a r r i e r  l and ing  c u r r e n c i e s  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  onboard USS AMERICA (CV 66) i n  January,  USS 
EISENHOWER (CVN 69) i n  March, and aboard USS FORRESTAL (CV 59) i n  
A p r i l .  

Jamming e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  VACAPES ope ra t ing  a r e a  du r ing  May 
provided TIGERTAIL a i r c r ews  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  and e v a l u a t e  
t h e i r  weapon systems i n  a jamming environment provided by B-52 and 
EC-24 a i r c r a f t .  

On 26 May 1989 CDR G .  H. Mears r e l i e v e d  CDR D.  R.  Newman a s  
Commanding O f f i c e r  of VAW 125 i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Change of Command 
ceremony a t  NAS Norfolk,  VA. 

The second h a l f  of 1989 brought about  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  pace 
of  turnaround t r a i n i n g  and detachments f o r  VAW-125 and CVW-17. 

The r e t u r n  of USS SARATOGA saw t h e  TIGERTAILS back aboard f o r  
C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  June,  and A i m i n g  c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
both J u l y  and August. 
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Addi t iona l ly ,  t h e  i nc reased  emphasis on t h e  "war on drugs"  l e d  
t o  t h e  deployment of VAW-125 t o  NAS Key West i n  September, and t o  
Guantamano Bay, Cuba i n  November i n  supPokt of Commander J o i n t  Task 
Force 4 o p e r a t i o n s .  The TIGERTAILS were tasked  w i t h  prov id ing  
a i r b o r n e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  i n  s e a r c h  of  both  a i r  and s u r f a c e  suspec ted  
drug  t r a f f i c e r s .  Also i n  October VAW 125 deployed t o  NAS Fa l lon ,  
Nevada w i t h  CVW-17, c o n t r o l l i n g  A i r  Wing coord ina ted  s t r i k e s  and 
f i g h t e r  v e r s u s  adversary  c o n t r o l .  

The TIGERTAILS c losed  o u t  1989 wi th  a deployment t o  Roosevelt  
Roads, Puer to  Rico t o  provide command, c o n t r o l  and range 
s u r v e i l l a n c e  du r ing  a CVW-17 a i r  t o  a i r  m i s s i l e  e x e r c i s e .  

With a 1990 scheduled deployment t o  t h e  Mediterranean on board 
USS SARATOGA, VAW 125 has l a i d  t h e  ground work f o r  t r a i n i n g  a i r c r e w  
and maintenance personne l  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  employment of t h e  E-2C 
a i r c r a f t .  Th is  ground work w i l l  most c e r t a i n l y  become t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  a n t i c i p a t e d  du r ing  1990. 



SQUADRON HISTORY 


VAW-125, nicknamed t h e  T i g e r t a i l s  and a l s o  known as t h e  
Torchbeare r s ,  was commissioned on October 1, 1968 a t  NAS Norfolk  
under  command of  Commander J . R .  Schaub, Jr. The s q u a d r o n ' s  f i r s t  
s e a  deployment was t o  t h e  Car ibbean w i t h  Carrier A i r  Wing Three  
aboard  t h e  USS S a r a t o g a  (CVA-60). Fol lowing t h e  Car ibbean workup 
c y c l e ,  t h e  squadron l e f t  on i t s  f i r s t  major  c r u i s e  t o  t h e  
Medi te r ranean  i n  J u l y  1969. Upon r e t u r n i n g  from t h a t  c r u i s e ,  VAW-
125 became t h e  f i r s t  E a s t  Coast  squadron t o  t a k e  d e l i v e r y  of t h e  
new E-2B "Hawkeye". 

VAN-125 became p a r t  of  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing One aboard  t h e  USS 
John F. Kennedy (CVA-67) i n  t h e  e a r l y  7 0 ' s .  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  T i g e r t a i l s  made s e v e r a l  Medi ter ranean deployments.  I n  1975, 
VAW-125 deployed u t i l i z i n g  t h e  newest  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  Hawkeye, t h e  
E-2C. 

I n  December 1976, V i c e  Admiral G r e e r ,  COMNAVAIRLANT, p r e s e n t e d  
VAW-12 5 w i t h  t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  ttEtt  f o r  r e a d i n e s s ,  t h e  
CINCLANTFLT "Golden Anchor" Award f o r  career r e t e n t i o n ,  and t h e  CNO 
S a f e t y  "St' Award. VAW-125 i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  Navy u n i t  t o  
win a l l  t h r e e  awards i n  t h e  same f i s c a l  yea r .  

I n  l a te  1977 and e a r l y  1978, t h e  T i g e r t a i l s  w e r e  once a g a i n  
s e l e c t e d  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  t e s t  and e v a l u a t e  t h e  newest  v e r s i o n  o f  
t h e  E-2C: t h e  ARPS (Advanced Radar P roce s s ing  Sys tem) .  I n  June  
o f  1978 VAW-125 took "ARPS" t o  sea f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

I n  June  o f  1979,  The "Torchbeare r s"  jo ined  Carrier A i r  Wing 
Seventeen and began work-ups aboard  t h e  USS F o r r e s t a l  (CV-59) i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a Medi te r ranean  deployment.  On 27 November 1979, 
t h e  squadron l e f t  f o r  i t s  e i g h t h  Medi ter ranean c r u i s e  and i t s  
f i r s t  aboard  t h e  USS F o r r e s t a l  (CV-59). 

The T i g e r t a i l s  were p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a unique o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  May 
1981 when t h e y  were s e l e c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  r ange  c o n t r o l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
t h e  launch of  t h e  NASA space  s h u t t l e .  E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  
T i g e r t a i l s  t r a v e l e d  t o  F l o r i d a  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
even t .  

I n  May 1983, CVW-17 jo ined USS Sa ra toga  (CV-60) f o r  h e r  p o s t  
SLEP shakedown c r u i s e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
Medi ter ranean deployment.  During workups f o r  t h e  c r u i s e ,  t h e  
squadron t ook  t h r e e  of  t h e  b rand  new TRAC-A E-2Cts t o  F a l l o n ,  
Nevada f o r  t e s t i n g  of  t h e  APS-138 r a d a r  and t h e  ALR-73 p a s s i v e  
d e t e c t i o n  sys tem i n  an  ove r l and  environment.  

While on r o u t i n e  deployment i n  October 1985, t h e  T i g e r t a i l s  
found themse lves  p l a y i n g  an  i n s t r u m e n t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n t e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Egypt ian  A i r l i n e r  c a r r y i n g  t h e  h i j a c k e r s  o f  
t h e  I t a l i a n  c r u i s e  s h i p  A c h i l l e  Lauro. From Janua ry  through March 
1986, t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Freedom of Naviga t ion  o p s  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  of  Libya.  

A f t e r  a s u c c e s s f u l  Medi ter ranean deployment conc lud ing  i n  
November 1987,  t h e  T i g e r t a i l s  w e r e  honored by be ing  s e l e c t e d  t o  
e s c o r t  t h e  USS Independence (CV 6 2 )  "Around t h e  Horn" t o  San 
Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  i n  August 1988. CDR George H.  Mears r e l i e v e d  
CDR Don R. Newman as Commanding O f f i c e r  on 26 May 1989. 
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Participating in various detachments including NAS Key West, 
Florida; NAS Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, Nellis AFB, Nevada and 
NAS Fallon, Nevada enabled the Tigertails to maintain its tactical 
expertise while also continuing a twenty one year period of mishap 
free aircraft operations. 

As the new decade approaches, VAW-125 anticipates a new era 

for AEW. With REFTRA, advanced phase, and the six month 

Mediterranean cruise on the USS Saratoga all in 1990, the 

Tigertails expect to excel1 and be a strong competitor for the 

coveted "Battle E" award. As always, VAW-125 will remain ever 

vigilant and tactically proficient to protect against any threat 

that may arise in our future. 



