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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION

1. The Command. The Squadron's Commanding Officers during the year
1978, and their dates of command were as follows:

Commander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. & July 1977 - 1 October 1978
Commander William J, MOOBERRY 1 October 1978 - Present

2. The Mission of VAW~125

. a. The primary mission of VAW-125 is to provide units of the fleet
with early detection and warning of approaching enemy forces. The principle
is as old as warfare itself, but as practiced by VAW-125, involves the

use of long range radar and sophisticated computer-controlled electronic
systems to detect, identify and report enemy contacts while still many

miles from the Task Force. ¢

b. The squadron's aircraft, the Grumman ! built E-2C "HAWKEYE", is a
twin engine turbo-prop capable of reaching a station well ahead of the
force at speeds up to 300 knots and altitudes to 30,000 feet. The E~2C
with its 80 foot wing span and gross weight of over 25 tons, is one of the
largest aircraft operated from the deck of an aircraft carrier. The crew
consists of a pilot, co-pilot, combat information center officer, air
control officer and flight technician, who fly the aircraft and operate
the complex electronic equipment which it carries. This equipment,
collectively called the Airborne Tactical Data System, forms an airborne
- extension of the modern Navy Tactical Data System employed aboard all of
our newer warships. The heart of the ATPS is a powerful, long range radar
which transmits its energy through the 24 foot rotating antenna dome atop
the aircraft,

c. Contacts detected by the radar are analyzed and identified by
computer-controlled electronic subsystems which simultaneously display the
contacts to the operators and automatically report them back to the
Task Force Commander. The E-2C also has a Passive Detection System which
~ can aid in the possible identification of unknown contacts and detection
of enemy aircraft or ships before they would be within radar range. If a
contact is a threat to the force, aircraft can be immediately dispatched
to intercept it, and if necessary, destroy it. The intercepting aircraft
are directed in this flightby the E-2C's computer, through a radio Data
Link. This assures that the aircraft reaches a position in relation to the
target to permit final visual identification and attack.
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d. The inherent flexibility of the ATDS, when operated by the highly
trained flight .crews, allows its use in a varilety of secondary missions.
Significant among these are its use in directing Strike Aircraft to their
targets, as an automatic radio relay to assist in long range communications,
and in the vital role of control and coordination during search and rescue

missions,
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

JANUARY., During the first s8ix days of the new year, the squadron prepared
to embark aboard the USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) for Refresher Training

in preparation for a June Mediterranean deployment. These days were spent
utilizing Fentress NAF for extensive FCLP Pilot Training. The squadron
left Norfolk aboard KENNEDY on 7 January for a scheduled 13 day REHTRA

off the Virginia Capes. On 14 January, the squadron suffered the tragic
loss of one of her E-2C aircraft, and more importantly, the deaths |of three
experienced Naval Aviators. This essentially ended this Refresher |Training
Period for VAW-125. Following a short stay in Norfolk, where four new
pilots and two NFO's reported aboard, the squadron sailed aboard KENNEDY
-for TYT I. One pilot and one NFO remained behind to assist in the accident
investigation. :

FEBRUARY., VAW-125 continued her participation in TYT I, however, two fly-
ing days were lost due to JP5 fuel contamination aboard KENNEDY. On 1l
February, the squadron returned to Norfolk for nine days. This time was
spent attending intelligence briefs and flying FCLP missions.

TYT II began on 21 February with the squadron concentrating on training
and integration of new personnel into the squadron routine. On 22 February,
a KA-6D under KENNEDY control was lost from radio and radar contact and
presumed down. Despite an extensive E-2C directed SAR effort, no sign of
the aircraft was found and the search was halted the next day.

MARCH. Upon completion of TYT II on 5 March, the KENNEDY transited to Fort
Lauderdale, Florida for a 4 day port visit. On 13 March, the ship commenced
TYT III, in final training for the upcoming Operational Readiness Evaluation
(ORE). During this time the KENNEDY operated in the Jacksonville Operating
Area, off the coast of Northern Flordia. Due to heavy airlime traffic, severe
alrspace restrictions were placed on KENNEDY aircraft, VAW-125 "TIGERTAIL"
aircraft controlled all CVW~l aircraft and helped them avoid many possible
flight violations. One FAA supervisor commented, "The only thing preventing
the situation from being total chaos is the E-2C."

On 18 March, an SH-3 helicopter engaged in ASW operations crashed into
the sea. The airborne E-2C coordinated all SAR assets and expeditiously
vectored another helo to the scene. All four crewmen were successfully rescued.

Following a three day ORE, in which the squadron received a grade of
LOW OUTSTANDING, the KENNEDY returned to Norfolk for the remainder of the month.

APRIL. The majority of this month found VAW-125 based at NAS Norfolk standing
alerts, training Pilots and NFOs, and receiving new persomnnel. On 19 April,
the KENNEDY left Norfolk for Fleet CQ off the Florida coast. VAW-125 assumed
"Bear Alert" duty at Cecil Field with a rotating one plane detachment.
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On 22 April, KENNEDY completed Fleet CQ, and the Cecil .detachment returned
to homeport. The rest of the month was spent flying training missions, and
once again preparing to move back aboard KENNEDY.

MAY. The first seven days of the month were spent ashore with aircrews

once again conducting extensive FCLP's in preparation for operation SOLID
SHIELD 78. The SOLID SHIELD 78 at-sea period consisted of two and ome half
weeks of intensive operations in support of Carrier Group SIX/Task Force

TWO objectives. During this exercise, in which over 290 E-2C flight"hours
were logged, the airborne '"Hummer' provided AEW, LINK-11, AIC, SSSC, and

" ASW Support to the Air Wing., The squadron maintained a 967 sortie completion
rate despite eight days of around-the-clock operations. VAW-125 returned

to Norfolk on 26 May after an extremely successful exercise.

JUNE. For the first 20 days of the month, the squadron conducted both mission
and | pilot (FCLP) training flights. On 20 June, KENNEDY sailed for three days
of refresher training for air-wing crews, This was topped off by a one day
dependent's cruise on the 23rd,

After a short standdown, KENNEDY left port on 29 June for am expected
7% month deployment,

JULY. Cyclic flight operations were conducted 8 of the 10 days needed to

transit the Atlantic. Thirty minute "Bear Alerts' were routinely stood by

the squadron which culminated on 3 July in the actual detection of a Cuban

based '"Bear" aircraft by the airborne Hummer, and its interception by two
" F-14 fighters under E-2C control.

Following a successful "war-at-sea" scenarioc with the outchopping
USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) -on 9 July, the KENNEDY anchored off Rota, Spain for our
first foreign port call of the deployment.

Following a short operating period in the western Mediterranean between
12-16 July, KENNEDY made the first of many port calls to Naples, Italy.
On 20 July, KENNEDY commenced operations in the Tyrrhenian Sea in preparation
for National Week XXV,

The first phase of National Week saw VAW-~125 providing range surveil-
lance, Autocat, and back-up control of an Open Ocean BUZZARDEX,

In the second phase, KENNEDY acted as a "Blue'" force attempting to
establish total control of the Ionian Sea, with the airborne E-2C tasked
with providing a continuous radar surface picture to the 0.T.C.

After standing down for only 17 hours following the completion of National
Week, KENNEDY entered a week of ASW operations which required two days of
around-the-clock operations by the E-2C, S-3A and SH-3D. Although not a
primary submarine detection platfcrm, E-2C pilots sighted one exercise sub-
marine from 20K feet and the NFO's vectored A-7E and S-3A aircraft to the

target, ' _ LWECLASS'F'ED
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On 30 July, an PA-6B Prowler was lost over water. The on-station
E~-2C assumed the role of SAR Mission Coordinator, and successfully led a
section of A-7's to the scene where all 3 crewmen were quickly spotted
and recovered by helo.

During the month of July, VAW-125 flew a total of 364.3 hours. This
was the highest monthly flight time total recorded by the squadron since
commissioning, and believed to have been an all-time E-2C monthly flight
time record as well.

“AUGUST. As ASW week continued into the early part of August, the KENNEDY
moved into the Adriatic Sea. This narrow body of water between Italy and
Yugoslavia presented special restrictions on Air Wing aircraft as intet-
national air space in which to conduct operations became extremely limited.
The ship relied heavily on E-2C control of Air Wing aircraft to enable
successful operations. Following a 5 day port visit to Trieste, Italy,
KENNEDY returned to the Ionian Sea for AAW Week. The E-2C's tasking during
AAW VWeek was that of CAP control, bogey detection and tracking and reporting
of CV "self-generated" raid aircraft. On 17 and 18 August, a MISSILEX was
conducted using the NAMFI Range north of Crete. As well as providing range
surveillance and clearance, the E-2C maintained positive control of all
CVW-1 aircraft involved in firings. A particular problem encountered was
the stationing of the Hummer to provide an acceptable radar picture while
attempting to remain in international airspace among the many Greek Islands
in the Aegean Sea. This problem was solved by careful selection of station
location and the close attention of squadron pilots in maintaining visual
separation from the Greek Islands.

The rest of the month was spent in-port Naples, Italy. Limited oper-
ations were conducted in Sigonella, Sicily for maintenance troubleshooting
‘and FCLP's for squadrom pilots,

SEPTEMBER, Early in September, KENNEDY operated in the Gulf of Sidra,
north of the Libyan coast, in support of a surface to air MISSILEX. Due to
the unstable nature of the Libyan government, CAP stations, flown by Air
Wing F-14's and controlled by the E-2C, were manned whenever the KENNEDY
was within 100 NM of that coast,

On 12 September, KENNEDY anchored off Alexandria, Egypt for a port call
of 5 days. During this time, sensitive talks were underway between Egypt
and the U.S. at Camp David, VAW-125 maintained a 30 minute alert status
during the entire visit, '

Between 18 and 20 September, KENNEDY operated in the Eastern and Central
Mediterranean while transiting to Naples, Italy.
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Following a short stay in Naples, KENNEDY departed to participate
in the largest NATO exercise of 1978, DISPLAY DETERMINATION, KENNEDY's
Air Wing ONE was tasked with defensive air support of NATO Forces and
defense of the Carrier Striking Force and Amphibious Task Group from
hostile air and naval attacks.

OCTOBER. On 1 October, Commander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. was relieved
by Commander William J, MOOBERRY as Commanding Officer of VAW-125.

- Commander Harold E. SELIGSON reported as Executive Officer on 6 October,

As DISPLAY DETERMINATION continued, VAW=125 was tasked with providing
AEW coverage, CAP control, SSSC, ASW, and the control of numerous strikes
against Orange surface units. The British HMS ARK ROYAL, acting as an
Orange unit, provided a realistic challenge by employing low level &attack
aircraft against the KENNEDY Task Group. These low flyers were routinely
detected and tracked by the E-2C at distances in excess of 120 NM from
the KENNEDY, thus enabling their interception by our F-14 fighters prior
to reaching a missile launch point. When not actually involved in the
ongoing air war, support was directed to SSSC and ASW operations, Imnitial
detection of four submarines was credited to the E-2C during night
operations with subsequent prosecution by S-3A, A-7E and A-6E aircraft,

Dissimilar Air Combat Training (DACT) was held throughout the exercise
with Air Force F-15 fighters playing the Orange force aggressor role with
KENNEDY F-14's acting as CAP. All DACT engagements were controlled by
the HAWKEYE with initial set-ups, bogey dope and tanker'join-ups being
part of the E-2C tasking. i

The KENNEDY paid a portcall to Taranto, Italy between 12 and 16
October. During this time, one VAW-125 E-2C was returned to the U, S.
via the outchopping USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) and a replacement received
from the inchopping USS SARATOGA (CV-60).

Following the short visit to Taranto, KENNEDY participated in AAW
Week, again utilizing the NAMFI range north of Crete, VAW-125 services
included positive control of all participating fighter and attack assets,
range surveillance/coordination, autocat and tracking of the drome,

The final day at sea was dedicated to a PASSEX with the USS SARATOGA,
The SARATOGA Task Group was located during the first cycle of the day,
and KENNEDY commenced strikes against her, Utilizing EMCON launch and
recovery procedures, KENNEDY maintained a "FLEX-DECK" policy most of the
day. The E-2C's managed the pattern, controlled all EMCON recoveries,
directed all strike aircraft to the target, and with availability of
a second Hummer, played an effective deception role as well, This PASSEX
provided excellent training for all aircrews, DE
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 The tempo of operations during October proved to be the highest
sustained to date. Two major exercises, separated by only four and
one half days inport, gave VAW-125 the opportunity to establish still
ano..er monthly flight time record with 402,.8 hours in 19 flying days.

-On 24 October, KENNEDY arrived at Palma de Mallorca for her Mid-
Cruise Standdown. , )
NOVEMBER., On 7 November, KENNEDY left for Western Mediterranean operations
and Operation POOPDECK 2-78., POOPDECK 2-78 was a joint operation conducted
- off *he east coast of Spain. During the exercise, Spanish aircraft attempted
to locate and attack the KENNEDY Task Force while KENNEDY strike ailrcraft
attacked targets ashore. E-2C tasking was primarily AEW and CAP control,

During this same time frame, a U, S, submarine conducted submerged attacks
against KENNEDY as part of ASW Week. The airborne E-~2C provided SSSC control
of S-3A aircraft, and was once again credited with the initial detection
of the exercise submarine.

From 13-21 November, KENNEDY paid a portcall to Naples, Italy,

On 22 November, KENNEDY began participation with the French in Exercise
LAFAYETTE 1-78 off the coast of Nice, France, Strike warfare tactics
were utilized against French mainland targets., The E-2C's primary mission
tasking was communications coordination betwedn the carrier Task Group
and the French Air Defense Command. An AAW posture was maintained by VAW-
125 throughout the exercise, but despite unusually aggressive prosecution
of CVW-1 strike aircraft by French Mirage fighters, the air threat over the
Task Force never materialized.

On 26 November, Air Wing ONE dispatched a group of her aircraft, including
two E-2C's to Zaragoza AFB, Spain for the first increment of Dissimilar
Air Combat Training. While the ship paid a call to Barcelona, Spain, our
F-14 fighters flew against USAFE/F-15, F-5 and F-4 aircraft off the coast of
central Spain. All engagements were conducted under TIGERTAIL control and
by flying a USAFE GCI controller as an E-2C crewmember, both F-14 and
adversary aircraft were controlled from the same platform,

DECEMBER, After completing the Barcelona portcall, KENNEDY departed for

a five day at-sea period of cyclic operations in the Western Mediterranean
and Tyrrhenian Sea. The Zaragoza detachment returned to the ship on

4 December and departed once again on 8 December for the second Zaragoza
DACT exercise while KENNEDY anchored off Valencia, Spain, The DACT scenario
remained the same with the E-2C continuing to control all engagements.

Over 69 hours were flown by VAW-125 during both detachments with the squadron

maintaining a 1007 sortie completion rate.
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ﬁKENNEDY once again got underway on 18 December, recovering her second
-Zaragoza detachment the same day.._Qn 20 December, a CV-67/CVW-1 SINKEX
was conducted utilizing the ex-USS THORNHILL (DE-195) as the designated
surface target. The E-2C provided range clearance and strike coordinationm.
Numerous E-2C directed SCREAMING EAGLE strikes were conducted throughout
the day, resulting in the successful sinking of the target ship,
‘V\ .
The KENNEDY arrived in Naples harbor on 21 December for her Christmas
standdown, During this portcall, some limited pilot training flights were
'coné;cted from NAF Naples. The ship remained in port until the end of the
year,

*
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The following is a chronological itinerary of VAW-125 activities for 1978.

1-6 JAN
7-20 JAN
21-29 JAN
30 JAN - 10 FEB
11-20 FEB
21 FEB - 5 MAR
6-8 MAR
9-12 MAR
13-18 MAR
' 19~22 MAR
23 MAR
24 MAR - 18 APR
19-21 APR
22 APR - 7 MAY
8-26 MAY
27 MAY - 20 JUN
21-23 JUN
24-28 JUN
29 JUN

30 JUN - 8 JUL
9-11 JUL

12-16 JUL
17-19 JUL
20-23 JUL
24~28 JUL

29 JUL -~ 5 AUG
6-11 AUG

12-21 AUG

22 AUG - 3 SEP
4-11 SEP

12-17 SEP
18-20 SEP
21-26 SEP

27 SEP~ 11 OCT

12-16 OCT
17-23 oCT

24 OCT ~ 6 NOV
7-12 NOV

13-21 NOV
22-26 NOV

27 NOV - 3 DEC
4-8 DEC

9-17 DEC

18-20 DEC
21-31 DEC
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CHRONOLOGICAL ITINERARY"

Inport NORVA, extensive FCLP
REFTRA/CQ, Virginia Capes
Inport NORVA

Type Training 1

Inport NORVA, FCLP

Type Training II

Transit: Fort Lauderdale, FL
Inport Fort Lauderdale, FL
Type Training IIIX

Operational Readiness Evaluation

Transit NORVA

Inport NORVA

Alert Det, NAS Cecil Field

Inport NORVA

Exercise SOLID SHIELD

Inport NORVA, extensive FCLP
REFTRA/CQ, Virginia Capes

Inport NORVA

Deployed aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67)

to the Mediterranean
Transit, Atlantic

Inchop, Rota, Spain

Ops: Western Mediterranean
Inport Naples, Italy

Ops: Tyrrhenian/Ionian Sea

NATIONAL WEEK XXV, Ionian Sea

ASW Week, Ionian Sea
Inport Trieste, Italy
AAW Week, Yonian Sea
Inport Naples, Italy

Ops: Central/Eastern Mediterranean

Inport Alexandria, Egypt

Ops: Eastern/Central Mediterranean

Inport Naples, Italy

Exercise DISPLAY DETERMINATION

(Change of Command 1 OCT 78)
Inport Taranto, Italy
AAW Week

Inport Palma de Mallorca, Spain
Ops: Western Mediterranean, Operation POOPDECK 2-78

Inport Naples, Italy
Exercise LAFAYETTE 1-78

Inport Barcelona, Spain (Detachment Zaragoza)

Ops Western Mediterranean

Inport Valencia, Spain (Detachment Zaragoza)

Ops Western Mediterranean
Inport Naples, Italy

i
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Special Topics

1. Operational Statistics.

MONTH HOURS FLOWN  CARRIER LANDINGS INTERCEPTS ASI'S

JAN 111.0 22 13 0
FEB 192.6 51 273 101
MAR 225.0 63 478 483
APR " 109.7 0 0 0

MAY 313.7 88 472 462
JUN 103.8 39 0 20
JUL 364.3 105 434 1615
AUG - 277.2 72 239 929
SEP 253.4 74 551 890
ocT 402.8 . 110 672 1675
NOV 199.6 48 ‘ 383 305
DEC 183.6 36 - 272 291
2736.7 708 3787 6771

ATDS Mission Time

Scheduled: 1839,5 hours Flown: 1895.7 hours Percent: 103.1%
SORTIES

Scheduled: 914 Flown: 856 Percent: 93.7%
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