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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

1. The Command. The Squadron's Commanding O f f i c e r s  dur ing  t h e  y e a r  
1977,and t h e i r  d a t e s  of command were a s  fol lows:  

Commander Henry R .  DOMBROWSKI 1 J u l y  1976 - 4 J u l y  1977 

Commander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. 4 J u l y  1977 - Presen t  

2. The Mission of VAW-125. 

a.  The primary mission of VAW-125 is  t o  provide  u n i t s  of t h e  
F l e e t  wi th  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  and warning of approaching fo rces .  The 
p r i n c i p l e  i s  as o l d  a s  warfare  i t s e l f  b u t  a s  p r a c t i c e d  by VAW-125, 
i nvo lves  t h e  use of long  range r ada r  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  computer 
c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c  systems t o  d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and r e p o r t  
c o n t a c t s  wh i l e  they a r e  s t i l l  many m i l e s  from t h e  Task Force. 

b. The Squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  Grumman b u i l t  E-2C "HAWKEYE", 
is a twin engine turbo-prop capable  of reaching a  s t a t i o n  w e l l  
ahead of t h e  f o r c e  a t  speeds up t o  300 kno t s  and a l t i t u d e s  above 
30,000 f e e t .  The E-2C wi th  i t s  80 f o o t  wing span and g ros s  weight 
of over  25 tons ,  i s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  a i r c r a f t  opera ted  from t h e  
deck of an a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  The crew c o n s i s t s  of a  p i l o t ,  co-
p i l o t ,  combat in format ion  c e n t e r  o f f i c e r ,  a i r  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  
and f l i g h t  t echn ic i an ,  who f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and ope ra t e  t h e  complex 
e l e c t r o n i c  equipment which it c a r r i e s .  Th i s  equipment, c o l l e c t i v e l y  
c a l l e d  t h e  Airborne T a c t i c a l  Data System, forms an  a i r b o r n e  
ex tens ion  of t h e  modernNavy T a c t i c a l  Data System employed aboard 
a l l  of ou r  newer warships.  The h e a r t  of t h e  ATDS i s  a powerful,  
l ong  range r a d a r  which t r a n s m i t s  i t s  energy through the  24 f o o t  
r o t a t i n g  an tenna  dome a top  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

c. Contacts  d e t e c t e d  by t h e  r a d a r  a r e  analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  
by computer c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c s  subsystems which s imultaneously 
d i s p l a y  t h e  con tac t s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  and au toma t i ca l ly  r e p o r t  them 
back t o  t h e  Task Force Commander. I f  a con tac t  is a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
f o r c e ,  a i r c r a f t  can be immediately d ispa tched  t o  i n t e r c e p t  i t  and, 
i f  necessary ,  des t roy  i t .  The i n t e r c e p t i n g  a i r c r a f t  a r e  d i r e c t e d  
i n  t h i s  f l i g h t  by t h e  E-2C's computer through a r a d i o  d a t a  l i n k .  
This  a s s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  reaches  a p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  t a r g e t  t o  permit  f i n a l  v i s u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a t t a c k .  

d. The inhe ren t  f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e  ATDS, when opera ted  by t h e  
h igh ly  t r a i n e d  f l i g h t  crews, al lows i t s  use in a variety of secondary 
missions.  S i g n i f i c a n t  among t h e s e  a r e  i t s  use i n  d i r e c t i n g  S t r i k e  
A i r c r a f t  t o  t h e i r  t a r g e t s ,  a s  an  automatic  r a d i o  r e l a y  t o  assist i n  
long  range communications and i n  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  of c o n t r o l  and 
coord ina t ion  dur ing  sea rch  and rescue  missions.  
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CHRONOLOGICAL ITENERARY 


The fo l lowing  is ch rono log ica l  i t i n e r a r y  of  VAW-125 a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  1977. 


1-10 J A N  
11-12 JAN 
13-14 JAN 
1 5  JAN 
16-25 JAN 
26-28 JAN 
29-30 JAN 
31 J A N  - 9 FEB 
10-11 FEB 
12-25 FEB 
26 FEB 

27 FEB 
28 FEB - 6 MAR 
7-17 MAR 
18-19 MAR 
20-21 MAR 
22 MAR 
23 MAR 

24-25 MAR 
26 MAR 

27 MAR 
28 MAR - 2 APR 
2-4 MAR 
5-18 APR 
19-22 APR 
23-24 APR 
25 APR - 1 MAY 

2-5 MAY 
6-16 MAY 
17-31 MAY 
1-5 JUN 

6-13 J U N  
14-22 JUN 
23 JUN - 4 JUL 

5-12 JUL 

Inpor t  NORVA, e x t e n s i v e  FCLP 
REFTRAIcQ V i r g i n i a  Capes 
Inpor t  NORVA 
Deployed aboard USS JOHN F KENNEDY t o  t h e  MED 
T r a n s i t ,  A t l a n t i c  
I n p o r t ,  Rota,  Spain 
REFTRA/CQ, Mediterranean 
Exerc ise  LOCKED GATE 
Cycl ic  OPS, enroute  Naples,  I t a l y  
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
Guest and dependent 's  c r u i s e ,  v i c i n i t y  of 
Naples,  I t a l y  
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea 
OPS: Ionian  Sea (Phase I of Na t iona l  Week XXII) 
Anchored, Golfo de  Cas te l lamare ,  S i c i l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea (Phase I1 of Nat iona l  
Week XXII) 
OPS, Ionian  Sea (Phase 111 of Nat iona l  Week XXII) 
Anchored, August Bay, S i c i l y  (PXD Nat iona l  
Week XXII) 
OPS: T r a n s i t  Ion ian  Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia 
OPS: A d r i a t i c l I o n i a n  Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Ion ian  Sea 
Anchored, Souda Bay, Crete 
OPS: Eas te rn  MED (CENT0 Exerc ise  "SHAHBAZ" 
25-28 APR, evacuat ion  of E th iop ia ,  29 APR) 
I n p o r t ,  Alexandira ,  Egypt 
OPS : Eas te rn  MED (NATO Exerc ise  "DAWN PATROL 77") 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea (PASSEX with HMAS MELBOURNE 
5 JUN) 
I n p o r t ,  Barcelona, Spain 
OPS: Western MED 
I n p o r t ,  Palma de  Mallorca,  Spain (Change of 

. command 1 ~ u l y )  
OPS: Western MED 
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DECLASSIFIED 


13-19 JUL 
1 9  JUL 
19-22 JUL 
22-31 JUL 
1 AUG - 1 SEP 
2 SEP - 1 NOV 
2-6 NOV 
7 NOV 
8-9 NOV 
10-11 NOV 
12-25 NOV 
26-27 NOV 
28-30 NOV 
1 DEC 
2-8 DEC 
9-10 DEC 
11-31 DEC 

I n p o r t ,  Malaga, Spain 
T r a n s i t ,  Rota ,  Spain 
I n p o r t ,  Rota,  Spain 
T r a n s i t ,  Norfolk,  VA 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk VA (Post  Cru i se  Standdown) 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk VA (Squadron t r a i n i n g )  
Extensive FCLP P i l o t  T ra in ing  
Embarked aboard USS DWIGHT D.  EISENHOWER 
T r a n s i t ,  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (FTG embarked) 
Anchored, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
OPS: FTG Caribbean Area 
Anchored, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
OPS: FTG Caribbean Area 
T r a n s i t ,  Roosevelt  Roads 
OPS: AFWTF Areas 
T r a n s i t ,  Norfolk,  VA 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk,  VA 

2 -
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S p e c i a l  Topics  

1. O p e r a t i o n a l  S t a t i s t i c s :  

HOURS FLIGHTS CARRIER 
MONTH FLOWN-- PER MONTH LAYDINGS CAT SHOTS 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
J U N  
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

ATDS MISSIOK TIME 

Scheduled:  1119.8 h o u r s ,  Flown 111.7.9 h o u r s  - 99.8%. 

SORTIES 

Scheduled: 4 8 0 ,  f lown: 467 - 97.32. 

TOTAL INTERCEPTS - 2036 

TOTAL ASI'S - 2329 
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