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CARRltR AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 
ONE H U N D R E D  TWENTY-FIVE 

COMMAND HISTORY 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  i t i n e r a r y  o f  o u r  s q u a d r o n ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  and o u t s t a n d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s  for  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 7 1 :  

J a n u a r y  

F e b r u a r f  

March 

A p r i l  

%% 

J u n e  

Ju.1Y 

A u g u s t  

S e p t e m b e r  

October 

November 

01-05  
0 6 - 1 3  
14-15  
16-22  
23-29 
30-31 

01-07 
08-17 
1 8  
1 9 - 2 1  

22-28 

01-31  

01-12  
13-22  
23-25 
26-30 

01-02  
03-09 
10-31  

01-30 

01-21  
22-31 

01-25  
26-31 

01-02  
03-07 
08-09  
10-30 

01-12 
13-31  

01-03 
04-05  

I n - p o r t  A t h e n s ,  Greece 
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  
A n c h o r a g e  S t .  P a u l s  B a y ,  M a l t a  
I n - p o r t  V a l e t t a ,  M a l t a  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - ENDUREX** 
I n - p o r t  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n  

I n - p o r t  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - NATIONAL WEEK V I I I * *  
O u t c h o p  
In t r a n s i t  t o  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C h a n n e l  -
~ x e r c i s eMAGIC ONE** 
In t r a n s i t  t o  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

STANDOWN 

R e a d y i n g  s q u a d r o n  for c a r r i e r  o p e r a t i o n s  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - VACAPES 
I n - p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - VACAPES 

I n - p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - EXOTIC DANCER IV** 
I n - p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

I n - p o r t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

I n - p o r t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - VACAPESe* 

I n - p o r t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - AAWEX** 

C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - VACAPES 
I n - p o r t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  
C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  - VACAPES 
P r o p e l l o r  i n s p e c t i o n  g r o u n d i n g  o f  a l l  
E-2/C-2 a i r c r a f t .  

A l l  s q u a d r o n  a i r c r a f t  s t i l l  grounded  
E x t e n s i v e  FCLP and s y s t e m s  f l i g h t s  c o n -
d u c t e d * * .  Change o f  Command 27 OCT 71**.  

T r a n s i t  t o  N e w p o r t ,  Rhode I s l a n d  
Nava l  F i r e p o w e r  ~ e m o n stration ' 

Encl osure ( 1  ) 



N o v e m b e r  	 0 6 - 0 8  I ' ~ a n s l t t o  AEWR 

0 9 - 1 3  RIMEX 2 - 7 2 / V A W - 1 2 5  O R E * *  

1 4  S I l l r K E X  

15-i6 O i  R E D E X  

17 C a r r i e r  p u a l l f  ~ c a c lons  ( V F - 1 0 1 )  

1 8 - 3 0  I n - p o r t  N o r f o l k ,  V l r g l n l a  


D e c e m b e r  	 0 1 - 0 8  T r a n s z t  A t l a n t A c / A l e r t s * *  

0 9  r n c h o p  R o t a ,  S p a z n  

1 0 - 1 1  C y c l ~ cO p e r a t i o n s  

1 8 - 2 6  I n - p o r t  N a p l e s ,  1 taly 

2 7 - 2 9  C y c l ~ cOperations 

30-31  I n - p o r t  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a l n  


* * F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a m l s  r e f e r  t o  t h e  chronol o g r  c a l  n a r r a t i v e  
s e c t i on -

HISTORICAL DATA 

I n  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 ,  VAW-12 w a s  e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a w i n g  
c o m p o s e d  o f  CAEWW-12, VAW-121 ,  VAW-122 a n d  V A W - 1 2 3 ,  B y  A p r i l  
1 9 6 9 ,  RVAW-120,  VAW-124 ,  VAW-125 a n d  VAW-126 h a d  been f o r m e d ,  

t h e  w l n g c  i 
u n d e r  t h e  

T h e  i n i t i a l  s ea  d e p l o y m e n t  of VAW-125 w a s  t o  t h e  Caribbean 
w i t h  C a r r i e r  A i r  W i n g  THREE a b o a r d  USS SARATOGA ( C V A - 6 0 ) .  T h e  
s q u a d r o n  l e f t  on i t s  f i r s t  m a j o r  c r u l s e  t o  the  Mediterranean on 
8 J u l y  1 9 6 9  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  t he  USS SARATOGA- 

F o r  t he  n e x t  seven months,  V A N - 1 2 5 ,  a s  a p a r t  o f  C a r r l e r  
Air W i n g  THREE, h e l p e d  d e m o n s t r a t e  the s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  N a v y ' s  
carrier f l e e t ,  D u r i n g  t h l s  p e r i o d  o f  t r m e ,  VAW-125 m a r k e d  
s e v e r a l  m a j o r  s q u a d r o n  m i l e s t o n e s ,  In O c t c b e r  1 9 6 9 ,  VAW-125 
c e l e b r a t e d  ~ t sf l r s t  anniversary- O n  Ocrober 2 7 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  CDR 
J .  R, SCHAUB, J r .  f l n i s h e d  h l s  t e n u r e  a s  Commanding O f f l c e r ,  
a n d  w a s  r e l i e v e d  b y  C D R  G .  S ,  TUTTLE VAW-125 r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS 
N o r f o l k  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  m a r k f  n g  the e n d  of i t s  first e x t e n d e d  
d e p l o y m e n t .  E a r l y  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 0  VAW-125 b e c a m e  the  f i r s t  
e a s t  c o a s t  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  S q u a d r o n  t o  t a k e  d e l i v e r y  o f  the n e w  
E - 2 B .  T h e  s q u a d r o n  s p e n t  the  n e x t  f e w  months p r e p a r i n g  f o r  i t s  
n e x t  s r h e d ~ l e d  c r u i s e  a b ? a r d  t he  USS JOHN F ,  K E N N E D Y  ( C V A - 6 7 ) -

In September u t  .9"0 L A W - 1 2 5 ,  a s  a part o f  C a r r i e r  A i r  W l n g  
ONE e m b a r k e d  on USS J O H N  F .  K F N N E D Y  d e p l o y e d  u n e x p e c t e d l y  t o  
the  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c r r t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w h l c h  
h a d  d e v e l o p e d  I n  t h e  M l d d l e  E a s t ,  KENNEDY a n d  her a i r  w i n g  
h e l p e d  t o  p r o v e  once a g a i n  the a b i l i t y  o f  N a v a l  F o r c e s  t o  r e s p o n d  
t o  fast d e v e l o p i n g  crisis anywhere  in t h e  w o r l d ,  

E n c l o s u r e  	( 1 )  



I n  October 1978 w e  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r  s e c o n d  a n n i v e r s a r y  a s  
CDR G. S .  TUTTLE finished h ~ stcur a s  Commanding O f f z c e r  a n d  
w a s  r e l i e v e d  b y  C D R  W F C G U R T N E Y ,  J r .  VAW-125 ,  a s  a p a r t  
o f  A i r  W i n g  O N E ,  r c r n a ~ n e d , n  che  M e d ~ t e r r a n e a n  u n t l l  M a r c h  
o f  1 9 7 1 .  

C a r r i e r  A l r b o r n e  Eariy W a r n l n g  S q u a d r ~ n  ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- 
F I V E  1s  h o m e  p o r t e d  ~ n  N o r f o L k ,  V l r g r n i a - I t  2s primarily 
a s s i g n e d  t o  C a r r l e r  A i r  W i n g  C N E  w h i c h  1s s t a t i o n e d  a b o a r d  
USS JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

T h e  p r l m a r y  m l s s l o n  of VAW-125 I S  t o  p r o v i d e  u n l t s  o f  t h e  
F l e e t  w i t h  e a r l y  d e r e c t l o n  a n d  w a r n ~ n g  o f  a p p s o a c h ~ n g  e n e m y  
forces .  T h e  p r r n c l p l e  rs a s  o l d  s s  w a r f a r e  l t s e l f  b u t  a s  
p r a c t i c e d  b y  VAW-125 ~t l n v o l i ~ e st he  u s e  of l o n g  r a n g e  r a d a r  
a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c o m p u t e r  c c n c r o J l e d  e l e c t r o n f c s y s t e m s  t o  
d e t e c t ,  ~ d e n t i f y  a n d  r e p o r t  e n e m y  c o n t a c t s  w h i l e  s t i l l  m a n y  
m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e *  

T h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  a z r c r a f t ,  t h e  S r u m m a n  bu'llt E-2B "HAWKEYE", 
i s  a t w i n  e n g i n e  t u r b o - p r o p  c a p a b l e  o f  r e a c h i n g  a s t a t i o n  a t  
a l t i t u d e s  a b o v e  30 ,000  feet. A r r c r a f t  a s s ~ g n e dt o  VAW-125 a r e :  

d B 7 5 0  BUNO 1 5 0 5 4 0  

A B 7 5 1  B U N O  1 5 1 7 15 

d B 7 5 2  B U N O  1 5 1 7 2 2  

d B 7 5 3  B U N O  1 . 5 2 4 8 2  


T h e  c r e w  c o n s l s t s  o f  a p l l o t ,  6 0 - p ~ l o t ,  c o m b a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c e n t e r  o f f i c e r ,  a i r  c o n t r o l  o f f ~ c e ra n d  f l l g h t  t e c h n i c l a n ,  
T h e y  o p e r a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x  e J e c t r o n i c  e q u ~ p m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e  d l r -
b o r n e  T a c t i c a l  D a t a  S y s t e m  or ATDS.  The h e a r t  of t h e  ATDS 2s 
a p o w e r f u l ,  l o n g  r a n g e  r a d a r  w h i c h  t r a n s m ~ t s2 t s  e n e r g y  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r  f o o t  r o t a t i n g d  a n t e n n a  d o m e  a t ~ pt h e  aircraft. 

C o n t a c t s  d e t e c t e d  b y  t h e  r a d a r  a r e  a n a l y z e d  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  
b y  c o m p u t e r  c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c s  s u b s y s t e m s  w h i c h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
d i s p l a y  the  c o n t a c t s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e p o r t  
t h e m  b a c k  t o  t h e  T a s k  Fol-e C o m m a n d e r .  I f  a c o n t a c t  I S  a t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  f o r c e ,  a l z c r a f t  c a n  be r m m e d i a t e l y  d ~ s p a t c h e d  t o  i n t e r c e p t  
i t  a n d ,  ~f n e c e s s a r y ,  d e s t r o y  ~t~ The i n t e r c e p t i n g  a i r c r a f t  a r e  
d f r e c t e d  f n  t h l s  f l t g h t  b y  t he  E - 2 B ' s  c o m p u t e r  t h r o u g h  a r a d i o  
d a t a  I l n k .  T h i s  a s s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  a r r c r a f t  r e a c h e s  a p o s i t i o n  i n  
r e l a t l o n  t o  t h e  t a r g e t  t o  p e r m l t  f r n a l  visual i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  
a t t a c k .  

The ~ n h e r e n f  f l e x l b l l l t y  o f  t h e  ATDS,  w h e n  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  
h l g h l y  t r a i n e d  f l i g h t  c r e w s ,  a l l o w s  r t s  u s e  l n  a v a r l e t y  of 
s e c o n d a r y  m l s s ~ o n s .  S ~ g n : f ~ c a n t  a r e  r na m o n g  t h e s e  i t s  u s e  
d l r e c t l n g  s t r l k e  a r r c r a f t  t o  t h e r r  t a r g e t s ,  a s  a n  a u t o m a t r c  
r a d i o  r e lay  t o  assist i n  long range c o m m u n ~ c a t r o n sand  I n  t h e  
v i t a l  r o l e  of c o n t r o l  a n d  c o o r d l n a t ~ a nd u r l n g  search  a n d  r e s c u e  
missions. 

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1  ) 



VAW-125 i s  c o m p o s e d  of t h r e e  m a ; n  d e p a r t m e n t s :  A d m i n l s t r a -
t i o n ,  O p e r a t z o n s  a n d  M a ~ n ~ f n i n c e ,  A d m z n i s t r a t i ~ n  m a i n t a i n s  
a l l  t h e  r e c o r d s  a n d  flles o n  t h e  s q u a d z o n u s  1 1 2  e n l r s t e d  p e r -  
sonnel a n d  2 5  off^ cers 

A n o t h e r  f u n c t i o r i  z f  t h e  A d r n , n ~ s t r a t i o n  D e p s s t m e n t  d e a l s  
w i t h  l e g a l  p r o b l e m s  O o f h  f o r  t h e  s q u a d r o n  a n d  individual 
p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  e a c h  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  s q u a d r o n p  B e c a u s e  the  
m a j o r l t y  o f  t h e  enllsted ~ c z s o n c s l  i n  V A W - 1 2 5  zire t r a i n e d  
t e c h n i c i a n s  w e  h a v e  a I G W  ~ n c l d e r i c eo f  s e r l o u s  I c g a l  m a t c e x s ,  
Most o f  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h e  L e g a l  Officer c o f i c e r n s  l e t t e r s  o f  
i n d e b t e d n e s s  a n d  ~f t h em i n o r  ~ f i f r a c t ~ ~ r s  U n l f o x r n  C o d e  of M l l i -
t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

O p e s a t l o n s  h a s  t o  p ~ a nt h e  s q b a d r o n @ sddaz iy  f l ~ g h t s  a n d  
i n t e g r a t e  t h i s  s c h e d u l e  w~ t h  t h e  s h i p ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  k e e p i n g  r e c o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  f l l g h c  h o u z s  o f  ali f l , g h t  c r e w s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  a n d  
p r o v i d e  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  a i l  f i ~ g h tp e r s o n n e l  to r e m a i n  c u r r e n t  
1x1 t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  d h t - e s ,  

Maintenance c o m p r i s e s  the b u l k  of V d W - ~ 2 5 ' s  p e r s o n n e l ,  The 
E - 2 B  r e q u i r e s  c o n s t a n +  m a l n r e n a n c e  of a v e r y  t e c h n ~ c a l  n d t u r e  \, 

a n d  e a c h  r n d i v 1 d u a . l  m u s t  be h l g h l y  t r a i n e d  t o  w o r k  o n  ~ t scom-
p l e x  e l e c t r i c a l  g e a r  - . 

B A S I C  NARRATIVE O F  S I G N I F I C A N T  EVENTS 

C o n t a ~ n e d  o n  + h e n E x t  f e w  p a g e s  ,s a s h o r t  s u m m a r y  o f  the  
m o s t  s l g n l f i c a n c  a c h i e v e m e n r s  01 even t s  o f  C a r l  i e r  A l r b o r n e  
E a r l y  W a r n l n g  S q u a d r o n  O N E  HUNDRED TWENTY-Ff VE for 1 9 7 1 .  E a c h  
event  1s ~ n  c h r o n o l o g ~ c a l  o r d e r  a n d  s o m e  l e s s e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  
exerc i ses  a r e  ~ n c l v d e d  a l s o o  

JANUARY: ENDUREX - a f o u r  d a y  e x e r z ~ s e ,  d u s l n g  which ~ P P X O X L -

m a t e l y  8 1  h o u x s  o f  c o n r l n u o u s  f l l g h t  s p e r a t l o n s  w e r e  to be 
c o n d u c t e d  o n  2 4  J a n g a r y  t h r o u g h  2 7  J a n u a r y .  T h r o u g h o u t  this 
p e r l o d  a n  E - 2 B  w a s  a l r b o r n e  p r o v l d l n g  3 6 0  d e g r e e s  AEW c o v e r a g e  
a s  w e l l  a s  surface s u r . s e ~1 J a n c s  2f a l l  c o n t a c r s  w i t h l n  a 1 5 0  
m l l e  r a d l u s  o f  K E N N E D Y .  C R F  a n d  SCRAE-PER a l r c r a f t  w e r e  a p p r o -
p r i a t e l y  a s s l g n e d  u n d e r  E-ZB c u n t r g i ,  

T h e  o r i g l n a l  ENDUREX a:r p i a n  s s s l g n e d  t h e  s q u a d r o n  2 4  
s o r t i e s ?  E a c h  sor t ,e  consisted cf t w o  one p l u s  f o r t y - f l v e  
m i n u t e  c y c l e s .  A r o t a 1  o f  8 1  f L : g h r  h o u r s  w e r e  s c h e d u l e d  a n d  
approximately 9 0  h o u r s  were a c r u a l i y  f i o w n ,  

FEBRUARY: NATIONAL W E E K  V I P 1  - O u r  f i n a l  m o n t h  o f  a t - s e a  o p e r a -
t i o n s  was h l g h l  r g h  t e d  b y  p a r t r c l p a t l o n  i n  National Week V I I I  
h e l d  r n  t h e  I o n ~ a n  S e a .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  f i v e  d a y  e x e r c i s e  w e r e  
t h e  KENNEDY, FORRESTAL, a n d  n u m e r o t i s  s u r f a c e  a n d  a l r  units repre-
s e n t l n g  B l u e  a n d  t h o  opposing O r a n g e  f o r c e s ,  The E - 2  c r e w s  w e r e  
h i g h l y  effective r n  c o n t r ~ l l l n g  a n d  x e p o r t l n g  t a r g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  C I C  b y  L z n k  I 1  d n d  v o l c c  & o m m ; n i r e t l o n -

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  
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M A G I C  C N E  - ln a ? d , r ; z ~  t 3  ? h e  K a t r o r ~ a lWeek f x e r c r s e ,  
VAW-325 p a r t ~ c i p a t e d - n  a c x e r z , % c  ~ o ~ ~ d u c t r dk k 7  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t he  capabll:sy of a n  j r t a f - k  s a r r i ~ rro E r s v i d e  strikes ~ n t o  
C e n t r a l  E u I c p e .  T h o  E-2's miss on d u r i n g  t h e  t w o  d d y  e x e r c l s e  
w a s  t o  p r c v l d e  AEW a n d  f L A g t t  f ? 1 1 3 w l n g  fcx the d e p a r t ~ n g  a n d  
the  returning s t r i k e  a ; r c r a f t .  W i t h  the c o n s l u s f o n  of MAGIC 
ONE, KENNEDY t u r n e d  t o w a r d  N o r f o i k  for  i t s  r e t u r n  h o m e ,  

MARCH: Pos t D e p l o y m e n t  STANDOWN 

A P R I L :  Most s i g n ~ f i c a n t  e v e n c s  f o x  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  r e a d y i n g  the  s q u a d r o n  o o z e  a g a ~ nfor c a r r r e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  
R e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  f l l  g h t s  for t he  p l  l o t s  a n d  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s  
w e r e  c o n d u c t e d ,  

MAY: EXOTIC DANCER I V  - T h e  e x e r c ~ s eb e g a n  o n  3 May 1 9 7 1 .  O u r-
s q u a d r o n  h a d  f o u r  c r e w s  a n d  t w o  a i r c r a f t  a b o a r d ,  D u r i n g  the  
6 4  h o u r  a x o u n d - t h e - c l o c k  p e r ~ o d , t he  s q u a d r o n  p r o v i d e d  f u l l  E-2 
c o v e r a g e  r e q u l r l n g  o n l y  o n e  ho t  s p l n  a n d  one t r z p l e  c y c l e .  T h e  
E - 2  m i s s i o n  I n  the  e x e r c l s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  AEW a n d  S S S C ,  r e q u i r i n g  
p o s i t i v e  con t ro l  o f  SCRAPFER a n d  BIRD-DOG aircraft, 

-JUNE: VAW-125 w a s  p r r  m a r i l y  o c c u p l e d  w l t h  i x i - s q u a d r o n  t r a i n i n g ,  
O f f i c e r s  a n d  e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  a t t e n d e d  a t o t a l  o f  6 1 8  m a n - h o u r s  
o f  TAD schools.  

-JULY:  Operations i n  rhe e a r l y  p a r t  o f  the  m o n t h  w e r e  s l a n t e d  
t o w a r d  r e a d i n e s s  for  the  C V W - l  r e f r e s h e r  c r u l s e  a b o a r d  KENNEDY 
i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w r t h  t h e  s h i p ' s  s e a  t r l a l s  i n  the  VACAPES a r e a .  
Extensive FCLP w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  b r i n g  a l l  p i l o t s  b a c k  t o  c a r r i e r  
r e a d i n e s s  a n d  t o  p r e p a r e  one n e w  p i l o t ,  L T J G  , f o r  i n i -
t i a l  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  I n  t he  E - 2 ,  

A l t h o u g h  z w o  a i r c r a f t  w e z e  i n 1 t i a j l y available f o r  the f l i g h t  
t o  t h e  c a r r i e z ,  BUN0 1 5 4 4 8 4  w a s  g r o u n d e d  b y  COMNAVAIRLANT a f t e r  
a r r i v i n g  a b o a r d  s h l p  b e c a u s e  o f  c r a c k s  r e p o r t e d  I n  the  t r u s s  
a s s e m b l y ,  W l t h  the  one a i r c r a f t  r e m a i n i n g ,  a t o t a l  o f  5 8  d a y  
l a n d i n g s  a n d  1 2  n i g h t  l a n d i n g s  w e r e  a c c o m p 2 i s h e d  d u r i n g  the 
shor t  c r u l s e .  T h l s  a l l c w e d  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  
LTJG BRENNAN I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a m p l e  d a y  r e f r e s h e r  l a n d l n g s  f o r  a 1 1  
p i l o t s  a n d  n i g h t  r e f r e sher  l a n d i n g  for  f o u r  C A P C ' s .  

AUGUST: O n  3 1  A u g u s t ,  KENNEDY c o n d u c t e d  a f o u r  a n d  one h a l f  
h o u r  AAWEX. Pr ior  t o  t h l s  e x e r c i s e  KENNEDY h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 
l o s s  o f  l o n g  r a n g e  r a d a r s  l e a v i n g  the  E-2 a s  t h ~p r i m a r y  d e t e c -
t i o n  a n d  CAP Contro l  A g e n c y  f o t  the e n t i r s  t i m e  p e r i o d .  S l x t e e n  
r a i d s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  KENNEDY d u r i n g  c h e  AAWEX? T h e  E-2B 
d e t e c t e d  100% o f  t h e  r a i d s  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  Ly d i r e c t e d  f i g h t e r s  
t o  i n t e r c e p t s  o f  t w e l v e ,  w h l l e  a s s i s t i n g  KENNEDY I n  t h e  i n t e r c e p t  
of two addit icrnal  r a l  d s .  T h ~ se x e r c i s e  v i v ~ d ly d e m o n s t r a t e d  t he  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  E-2B s y s t e m  as a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
o f  the  T a s k  Force D e f e n s e  S y s t e m .  
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SEPTEMBER: T h s  g t 5 > ~ . 9 d ; n g3f a ' :  E - 2 - C-2 i . . f c r ? f C  cvrtal.l&d 
f u r t h e r  t r a r n l n g  a t t c r  S f g t e m b e :  9 ,  L 9 ; L 

OCTOBER: The t i c s t  2 1  + h e  s q ~ i d r ~ f i ' s  t o  be r e t u r n e da i ~ ' & ~ ? i f t  t o  
a n  " U P "  s t a t u s  f o l l ~ w ;n g  t h e  p r o p e l  ~ s r~ n s p r c t i o c  g r g a n d i n g s  w a s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  kasc  f 1 3 w n  5 n  1 7  October ,  however ,  t h e  t h a r d  air-

c r a f t  c o u l d  n3r be compIeted s n d  t ~ s tf & g w n  L n t l l  t h e  l a s t  d a y  
o f  che r n o n r h ,  A h ~ a . ys c h e d ~ , l ~~t F C L F  sfid s g s t e m s  f i r g h t s  w a s  
p l a n n e d  for  t h e  g r ~ - c i* - s e  ~ € 2 - o db u t  w 3 s  t i r n d ~ z e dEy an  u n u s u a l l y  
p e s s z s t e n t  p e r ~ o d~f bad w f d t h e f  89 t d k ~ n g  s d v a n r a g e  of e v e r y  
p o s s i b l e  fl y l n g  d a y ,  ~ n c r b d ~ n g  t h e  s q u a d r o n  m a n a g e d  w e e k e n d s ,  
t o  c o m p l e t e  " B A C K  1 N  T H E  S A D D L E "  f l  g h c s  a n d  F C L P  ~n s u f f l c ~ e n e  
q u a n t ~ t yr o  c s n s ~ d e x a : l  p~ ors r e a d y  fo; zaraler o p e x a t i o n s  
p s l o s  t o  Loading a b ~ a r d t h s  K E M M E D Y  ~ n  earlg N o v e m b e r ,  

A d d z t r o n a d  :y V A W - 1 2 5  r - + i c b r a t _ , c d  ,t s  t h ~ r dannlversasg s ince  
it w a s  c o m m l s s , o ~ e d  a n d  o n  L i  O c t a b e r  ~ 9 7 2 ,C D R  W ,  E ,  COURTNEY, 
J r ,  w a s  r e i ~ e v e db y  C D R  T - MC C l E N A H A N  3 s  Commanding O f f ~ c e r  
~n c h a n g e  o f  rDmmand c g r e m o n i e s  h e l d  a t  N A S  N o r f o l k  

NOVEMBER: VAW-225 Mas 3 r i g ~ n a i X y  s c h e d ~ : e d  t o  h a v e  i t s  O p e a a -
t io n a l  R e a d i n e s s  E v a l u a r ~ o n~n S e p r  e m b e r  b u t  d u e  t o  the  g r ~ u n d l n g  
o f  a l l  o f  ~ t s  ,t w a s  u n a b s e  t o  m e e t  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t .a a r c d a f t  A s  
a r e s u l t ,  RZMEX 2-72 h e k d  on 20 N o v e m b e r  b e c a m e  V A W - f 2 5 ' s  O R E  a n d  
w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a s  a 7 2  h o u r  E N D O R E X - Our s q u a d r o n  w a s  t a s k e d  w i t h  
c o n t i n u o u s  AEW c c v e s 3 g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r ~ c d -

F o r e m o s t  o f  t h e  problems e n c o u n r z r e d  d ~ x rn g  RXMEX was  a i r -
c r a f t  a n d  s y s t e m  p e r r ~ x m a n c e ~Three arid o n e - h a l f  hoars o f  AEW 
c o v e r a g e  w e r e  Icsiz d u e  t s  the  I s c k  of m ; s s i o n  ready a r r c r a f t ,  
In a d d f t ~ o n ,folrr m l s s ~ c n swere l a u n c h e d  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a b o z t e d  
wf t h  r e s u l t x n g  vae y i n g  ' e n g t h s  o f  A E W  s s v e z a g e  loss, 

DECEMBER: On 3 2971, V A W - i Z S r  , a b ~ a ~ d  F K E N N E D Y ,D e c e m b e r  USS , O H M  
d e p a r t e d  t h e  Unlse4 States f 2 1  a s ~ xm a n t h  d e p l o y m e n t  t~ t h e  
M e d l t e r r a n e a n - S o s n  a f c e r  c i e ~ a r t ~ n g  K E N N E D Y  w a sN o r f o i k ,  p Z a c e d  
~ n  a n  a k e x t  s t a t u s  i n  a n s ; c ~ p a t l a n 2 2  a p o s s z b l e  s v e r f l l g h t  b y  
S o v ~ e taircraft k n s w n  t o  be s n  C u b a - T h r s  t h r e a t ,  c o u p l e d  w i f h  
t h e  n o r m a l  o v e r f  l L g h t  aifrr reqGirements cf E A S T L A N T  k e p t  t h e  
s q u a d r o n  A n  1 5  m i o h t e  a i ~ r t:or m o s t  =f the  t r a n s z t ,  A t o t a l  o f  
e i g h t  s o x t r e s  w a r e  f i ~ w n  d e r l n g  khms p e r ~ o d ,  f o u r  of w h i c h  w e r e  
i n  r e s p o n s e  b o  s u s p e z t o d  g r  actual s v e r f i l g h t s  a n d  t h e  r e m a d n d e r  
a s  a r e s u l t  of the a p p r 2 a c h  of S o v ~ e t  s u r f a c e  unlts w h ~ c hs h a d o w ~ d  
t h e  T a s k  G r o u p  d ~ r ~ n g  the  latter g ~ r t i o nof t h e  trans^ t n  
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