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CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR 


COMMAND HISTORY FOR 1979 


I. 	 COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

A. 	 Connuanding Off icer  

Commander J, R. SLAUGHTER 

13  December 1978 t o  14 March 1980 


B. 	 Executive Officer  

Commander L. N, ODEN 

13  December 1978 t o  14 March 1980 


C. 	 Mission 

To act as a .a i rbo rne  t a c t i c a l  command and con t ro l  cen te r  f o r  
o f f ens ive  and defens ive  f l e e t  opera t ions  by providing e a r l y  warning and 
a i r c r a f t  cont ro l ,  and se rv ices  through d a t a  l i n k  and voice communications. 

D. 	 Composition of Command 

Aircraf t :  Four (4) E-2C 

Personnel on board: 	 Of f i ce r s  in f l i g h t  s t a t u s  

(04 May 1979) - 21  


Enl i s ted  in f l i g h t  s t a t u s  
(04 May 1979) - 01 

Of f i ce r s  (Maintenance and In t e l l i gence )  
(04 May 1979) - 03 

Enl i s ted  on Board 
(02 May 1979) - 132 



E. Squadron Nickname 

"Bullseye Hiumners" 

F. Squadron Motto 

"Bullseye Hummers 

11. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

01 JAN - 04 JAN 
05 JAN - 23 JAN 
24 JAN - 28 JAN 
29 JAN - 04 PEB 
05 FEB - 08 FEB 
09 FEB - 13 FEB 
13 FEB - 12 MAR 
13 MAR - 23 MAR 
24 MAR - 29 MAR 
30 MAR - 03 APR 
04 APR - 1 0  APR 
11APR - 12  APR 
1 3  APR - 18 APR 
19  APR - 22 APR 
23 APR 
24 APR 
24 APR - 30 APR 
30 APR - 02 MAY 
03 MAY 
04 MAY - 1 0  MAP 
10 MAP - 11 MAY 
12 MAY - 24 MAY 
25 MAY - 27 MAY 
28 MAY 
29 MAP - 04 JUN 
04 JUN - 12  JUH 
1 3  JUN - 1 7  SUN 
18 JUN - 25 JUN 
25 JUN - 27 JUN 
28 JUN 
29 JUN - 30 JUN 
01 JUL 
02 JUL - 04 Ja 
05 JUL 
06 JUL - 08 JUL 
09 3UL - 16 Ja 
16 JUL - 23 JUL 
24 JUL - 25 JUL 
26 Ja 
27 JUL - 30 JUL 
3 1  JUL - 01 AUG 

- Right on Target" 

Inpo r t  NORVA 
TYT-213 m o s e v e l t  Roads, OP Area 
Inpor t  St .  Thomas, Virgin I s l a n d s  
OPS Roosevelt Roads, OP Area 
ORE Roosevelt Roads, OP Area 
Enroute NORVA 
I n p o r t  NORVA 
OPS/Transit Rota, Spain 
I n p o r t  Rota 
ASW weelc/OPS Western Mediterranean 
I n p o r t  Naples, I t a l y  
OPS Tyrrhenian Sea 
Inpo r t  Naples 
Inpo r t  Taranto 
OPS Ion ian  
T/A Augusta Bay 
Mult iplex 1-79, Ion ian  Sea 
I n p o r t  Ca tmia ,  S i c i l y  
MINEX - Pachino, Target Complex 
I n p o r t  S p l i t ,  Yugoslavia 
OPS A d r i a t i c  
Dawn P e t r o l  
T/A Taranto Bay 
OPS A d r i a t i c  
I n p o r t  Venice, I t a l y  
I n p o r t  Trieste, I t a l y  
T r iden te  - 79 
I n p o r t  Alexandria,  E ~ ~ ~ ; 
Ttaex -AVGO NISI 
T/A Soudha Bay 
Missilex/Mlni-AAWEX 
MTNEX - Pachino TGT 
AAWEX Westem MED 
T/A Pol lensa  Bay 
OPS Western MED 
Inpo r t  Palma D e  Mallorca, Spain 
I n p o r t  Barcelona, Spain 
AAWEX Western MED 
T/A Augusta Bay 
Nat iona l  Week XXVII - Phase I 
OPS Western Mediterranean 



02 AUG - 09 BUG Inpor t  Marse i l le ,  France 
09 AUG - 1 0  AUG Passex, Western Mediterranean 
11AUG - 1 3  AUG OPS Tyrrhenian 
14 AUG - 18 AUG Inpor t  Genoa 
1 9  AUG - 20 AUG OPS Tyrrhenian 
2 1  AUG - 23 AUG T/A Augusta Bay 
24 AUG - 27 AUG National  Week XXVII - Phase I1 
28 AUG T/A Augusta Bay 
29 AUG - 30 AUG OPS Western Mediterranean 
31 AUG - 08 SEP Inpor t  Valencia, Spain 
09 SEP OPS Western Mediterranean 
10  SEP - 12 SEP Inpor t  Rota/Outchop 
1 3  SEP - 14 SEP Trans i t  East e rn  A t l a n t i c  
1 5  SEP Turnover USS Nimitz 
16  SEP - 2 1  SEP Trans i t  
22 SEP Arrive NORVA 
23 SEP - 22 OCT Post-Deployment Standdown/Inport NORVA 
22 OCT - 30 OCT Inport NORVA 
3 1  OCT - 0 1  NOV E-2C F l i g h t  Tra iner  Evaluat ion f o r  GAC 
02 NOV - 05 NOV Inport NORVA 
06 NOV - 09 NOV Seabat 1-80 
10  NOV - 31 DEC Inpor t  NORVA 

111. OPERATIONS HISTORY 

Following a very  successfu l  year  in 1978, t h e  "Bullseye Hummers" of 
VAW-124 began 1979 a t  f l a n k  speed. On 5 January 1979, opera t ions  commenced 
wi th  CVW-11 aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66). This t ime allowed VAW-124 t o  
i n t e g r a t e  f u l l y  w i th  t h e  airwing ( t h i s  being CVW-11's f i r s t  deployment 
aboard USS AMERICA) . On 24 January, t h e  Squadron began an enjoyable f i v e  
day p o r t  v i s i t  t o  S t .  Thomas in t h e  Virgin I s lands .  On t h e  29th t h e  AMERICA 
was underway and opera t ing  in t h e  Carribbean. 

VAW-124 rece ived  its Om on 05 February,beginning an  i n t e n s i v e  f o u r  
day operat ion,  during which t h e  "Bullseye Hummers'' monitored s t r i k e s ,  
con t ro l l ed  CAP a i r c r a f t ,  and con t ro l l ed  SSSC a i r c r a f t  and, performed Hunaner 
con t ro l l ed  approaches. The squadron received a s co re  of "low outstanding" 
f o r  t h e  ORE; a f u r t h e r  demonstration of t h e  Squadron's super ior  a b i l i t i e s .  
The squadron re turned  t o  Norfolk on 1 3  February commencing i t s  pre-deploy-
ment s tand down. 

On 1 3  March t h e  squadron departed Norfolk aboard t h e  USS AMERICA 
(CV-66) and began its s i x t h  Mediterranean deployment. A BEAREX conducted 
on the  15th with a Bermuda based P3C proved to be a d r e s s  r e h e r s a l  for 
an a c t u a l  a l e r t  exe rc i se  when two Soviet  Bear D a i r c r a f t  were de tec ted  
by a i rbo rne  E-2's and in t e rcep ted  by F-14's. On 17 March t h e  Squadron _ 
provided open ocean range su rve i l l ance  f o r  T e r r i e r  missile shoots.  On t h e  
24th USS AMERICA a r r i v e d  in Rota, Spain and o f f i c i a l l y  in-chopped a s  p a r t  
of SIXTIIFLEET Naval fo rces ,  



Deployed operat ions began with ASW week, during which t h e  Squadron 
provided f l i g h t  following and cormaunication r e l a y s  f o r  ASW a i r c r a f t  a s  
w e l l  as AEW fo rce  defense. On 04 Apri l  USS AMERICA conducted a port  c a l l  
in Naples. Following two days of operat ions (11 & 12 April) i n  t h e  
Tyrrhenlan Sea, AMERICA returned t o  Naples. After a por t  v i s i t  t o  Taranto, 
I t a l y  from t h e  19th  t o  the 22nd, AMERICA conducted a t r a in ing  anchorage 
t o  coordinate planning f o r  i ts  f i r s t  major exerc ise  " k l t i p l e x  1-79". 
Consisting of j o i n t  CV operat ions with t h e  USS EISENHOWER, Multiplex 1-79 
was a complex exercise t e s t i n g  every f a c e t  of t h e  "Hawkeye's" command 
and control  f a c i l i t i e s .  On t h e  30th AMERICA made a por t  c a l l  t o  Catania, 
S ic i ly .  

Departing Catania on 2 May t h e  squadron began w h a t  was t o  be t h e  
most demanding period of t h e  deployment. Following a short  t r a n s i t  
through t h e  Adriat ic  Sea, AMERICA v i s i t e d  S p l i t ,  Yugoslavia from t h e  4th 
t o  t h e  10th. On May 11th  "Dawn Patrol" commenced, during which every 
aspect  of E-2C operat ions was tes ted  and new innovations t r i e d .  The 
primary "hostile" t a r g e t  was t h e  French Aircraf t  Carrier ,  CLEMENCEAU, 
which was located 350 NM from t h e  AMERICA b a t t l e  group using so le ly  
passive means. During t h i s  exercise VAW-124 provided 100 percent AEW 
coverage which enabled t h e  detect ion and in tercept ion of USAF a i r c r a f t  
simulating Soviet reconaissance f l i g h t s .  VAW-124 devised a Blue/Gold 
method of tracking real-world a s  w e U .  a s  exercise surface t r a f f i c  and 
a l so  demonstrated t h e  capab i l i ty  t o  assume t h e  d u t i e s  of AAWC. "Dawn 
Patrol"  terminated on t h e  24th with VAW-124 having f l o w  247 f l i g h t  hours 
in ten  days. May ended with AMERICA in Venice, I t a l y  and a new monthly 
f l i g h t  record established f o r  t h e  "Bullseye Hummers" with 279 hours 
flown. 

In  June USS AMERICA v i s i t e d  T r i e s t e  and Alexandria. The major 
exerc ise  was "TRIDENTE-79" with t h e  I t a l i a n  Naval Units. Primary 
emphasis was placed on precise  SSSC. On t h e  29th TAW-124 monitored and 
control led an Air-To-Air rnissilex with VF-114 and VF-213, t h e  two F-14 
squadrons embarked. 

I n  July, AMERICA v i s i t e d  Palma de Mallorca and Barcelona, Spain. 
Throughout t h e  month t h e  ship and airwing conducted severa l  exercises 
emphasizing AAW t ra in ing.  On 27 JulyfNational  Week XXQII" Phase 1 began 
with t h e  squadron providing ass i s t ance  in t h e  f i r s t  l i v e  Harpoon f i r i n g  
in t h e  Mediterranean. As in t h e  pas t  the  E-2C was used t o  coordinate 
SSSC and A N .  

Following a port  v i s i t  t o  Marseille, France during t h e  f i r s t  two 
weeks of August, t h e  airwing conducted a Prowlex north of Algeria. A 
pa r t  v i s i t  t o  Genoa was conducted from t h e  14th  t o  18th. Phase TI of 
National Week X I T I 1  s t a r t ed  on t h e  24th with j o i n t  CV operations with t h e  
USS INDEPENDENCE. VAU-124 was tasked with maintaining t h e  SSSC p ic tu re  
f o r  t h e  t a s k  force.  On the  31st AMERICAmade a f i n a l  por t  v i s i t  to  
Valencia, Spain p r i o r  t o  out-chop. 



Departing Valencla on 8 September USS AMERICA spent th ree  days in 
Rota and on t h e  12 th  departed f o r  Norfolk. A turnover with USS NIMITZ 
was conducted near t h e  Azores and on t h e  22nd AMERICA ar r ived a t  P ie r  12 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

I n  Mid-October, t h e  Squadron began i ts shore-based t r a in ing  program 
f o r  newly report ing personnel. 31 October VAW-124 a s s i s t e d  Grrrmman 
Aerospace Corporation with an evaluation of t h e  E-2C Fl ight  Trainer (OFT). 

During November, t h e  Squadron continued its turn-around t ra in ing  
program conducting ref resher  f l i g h t s  f o r  a l l  aircrews. On 6 November 
SEABAT 1-80 commenced, which enabled a l l  aircrews t o  t r a i n  in an environ- 
ment of extensive jamming. 

I n  December, VAW-124 maintained i ts  t ra in ing  program a s  it continued 
i ts t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  E-2C ARPS a i r c r a f t .  

I V .  SAFETl l  DEPARTMENT 

VAW-124 continues t o  maintain its reputa t ion a s  a highly energetic 
and extremely professional  squadron. The s i n g l e  goal of t h e  squadron 
sa fe ty  program was t o  maintain an atmosphere of t o t a l  sa fe ty  awareness, 
both a t  home and a t  work, through education of a l l  hands. VAW-124's 
sa fe ty  program was not one of slogans, pos ters  and ins t ruct ions ,  but one 
of a t t i t u d e ,  shared by a l l ,  t h a t  superior  performance and sa fe ty  produces 
desired r e s u l t s .  

I n  1979, VAW-124 accumulated 1668 accident  f r e e  hours, including 
over 425 day and night  a r res ted  landings while deployed aboard USS AMERICA 
(CV-66). On 21 July  1979, t h e  e ight  consecutive year of accident  f r e e  
a i r c r a f t  operat ions was at ta ined,  t o t a l i n g  12,592 hours over t h i s  time 
span. The professionals  of VAW-124 intend t o  keep t h i s  record continuing 
f a r  in to  the  fu tu re .  
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