From:

To:

Subj:
Ref:

Encl:

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE
FPO NEW YORK 09501-6409

5750
Ser 013/091
26 MAR 90

Commanding Officer, Carrier Airborne Early Warning
Squadron 123

Director of Naval History (OP-09BH), Washington Navy Yard,
Washington, DC 20374-0571

1989 COMMAND HISTORY

(a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D

(1) Command Organization

(2) Chronology of Events CY-89

(3) Amplifying Narrative
(4) Supporting Documents
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VAW-123 COMMAND ORGANIZATION

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 123 (VAW-123), the
"World Famous" SCREWTOPS, fly the Grumman E-2C Hawkeye and are
assigned to Carrier Air Wing One (CVW-1) when embarked aboard USS
AMERICA (CV-66). While ashore, VAW-123 1is attached to Carrier
Airborne FEarly Warning Wing TWELVE based at Naval Air Station
Norfolk, Virginia. The squadron's primary mission is to provide
airborne early warning (AEW) and command, communication and
control service to fleet forces with prompt and sustained combat
operations at sea in direct support of the carrier air wing,
carrier battle group and the Navy's global maritime strategy.
VAW-123 is presently commanded by Commander W.J. Tyson III.
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Date
JANUARY
25-27
FEBRUARY
08-24
25-26
27-28
MARCH
01-17
18-20
21-31
APRIL
01-03
14
03-30
MAY-NQV
NOVEMBER
1l
- 20-25
DECEMBER
04
15
3]

Chronology of Events (CY 89)

Mission/Exercise

CQ aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66)

FLEETEX '89
Port Visit:

St. Thomas

OPERATION NORTH STAR

OPERATION NORTH STAR

Port Visit:

lLLe Havre,

OPERATION NORTH STAR

OPERATION NORTH STAR
CHANGE OF COMMAND

POM PERIOD

MED-I0 CRUISE (Broken into Line Periods-See

following pages)

fFrance

Holiday Leave Periods Begin

Post~Cruise Maintenance Inspection

Holiday Leave Period Ends
End of Cruise Debrief (Holiday Leave Period Begins)

Drug Interdiction at NAS Key West

Encl (2)



Date

11 May
11-12 May
19-22 May

23 May

24-30 May
31 May-03
04-07 Jun
08-11 Jun
12-13 Jun
14-17 Jun
18 Jun

19-21 Jun
22-24 Jun

25 Jun

26-27 Jun
29 Jun-01
02-08 Jul
09-12 Jul
13-21 Jul
20-27 Jul
28 Jul

29 Jul-01

02-03 Aug
04-09 Aug
09-18 Aug
19-21 Aug
22-24 Aug
2630 Aug

31 Aug-01 Sep

02 Sep
05 Sep

Med Line Period #1

Jun

Jul

Aug

OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

OPAREA/Mission

Atlantic Crossing/Inchop (11-22 May)

USA underway
Flyon/CQ
Eastern Atlantic Ops

Inchop Sixth Fleet

PVST Benidorm, Spain

West Med/Balearic Is. Ops
PVST Palma de Mallorca

West Med/Tyrrhenian Sea Ops
Central Med/Tripoli FIR Ops
Central-East Med Ops
Transit Aegean Sea (no fly)
PVST Izmir, Turkey

Transit Aegean/East Med

Indian Ocean Line Period #1 (25 Jun-01 Aug)

Suez Canal transit

Red Sea Ops

Gulf of Aden Ops

North Arabian Sea Ops
Transit to Diego Garcia
Diego Garcia OPAREA
Transit I.0./Bay of Bengal
Transit Straits of Malacca
PVST Singapore

Indian Ocean Line Period #2 (02 Aug-05 Sep)

Transit Straits of Malacca
Transit Bay of Bengal
NAS/Gulf of Oman Ops

North Arabian Sea Ops
NAS/Gulf of Oman Ops

North Arabian Sea Ops

Gulf of Aden Ops

Red Sea Ops

Transit Suez Canal

Exercise

CVN-71 PASSEX

NATIONAL WEEK
NATIONAL WEEK
NATIONAL WEEK
NATIONAL WEEK

SAUDI PASSEX

WEAPONS WEEK
BUSY CUSTOMER

SON PASSEX
BEACON FLASH

SAUDI PASSEX
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06 Sep

07-08
09-13
14-18
19-23
24-25
26-29

30 Sep

Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep

01-03 Oct
04-05 Oct

07 Oct

08-10 Oct

11-17

18 Oct

19-22
23-29

Oct

Oct
Oct

Med Line Period #2 (05 Sep-31 Oct)

East Med/NEO Ops

Transit Central/West Med
PVST Toulon, France

West Med/Tyrrhenian Ops
Central Med Ops

Enter Aegean Sea (no fly)
Aegean Sea Ops

Exit Aegean Sea (no fly)
East Med/Anatalia Bay Ops
East Med Ops

Central Med/Tripoli FIR Ops
Transit Central-West Med
PVST Monaco

West Med Ops

PVST Palma de Mallorca
West Med Ops

Outchop/Atlantic Crossing (31 Oct-10 Nov)

31 Oct
09 Nov
10 Nov

Outchop Med
Flyoff
USA returns NORVA

DSPLY
DSPLY
DSPLY
DSPLY
DSPLY
DSPLY

DET
DET
DET
DET
DET
DET

'89
'89
'89
'89
'89
'89

NATIONAL WEEK
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Amplifying Narrative

JANUARY

After enjoying the holidays, Carrier Airborne Early Warning
Squadron 123 practiced FCLPs and conducted a CQ refresher/qual on
the USS AMERICA (Cv-66) from the 25th until the 27th in prepara-
tion for February tasking.

FEBRUARY

In February, the squadron moved aboard USS AMERICA and
participated in FLEETEX '89 from the 8th to the 24th with time
out for a quick port <call 1in St. Thomas. Operations were
conducted north and south of Puerto Rico.

MARCH

Upon completion of FLEETEX '89, the USS AMERICA conducted a
high speed transit to Vestfjord 1in the Norwegian Sea and
participated in NORTH STAR '89. During this exercise, operations
were conducted with German, Norwegian, British, French. Canadian
and Dutch naval forces. A port visit to Le Havre, France was
made before beginning the southern transit back to the U.S.

APRIL

: The SCREWTOPS arrived back at NAS Norfolk on the 3rd and had

a POM (pre-overseas movement) period for the rest of the month.
" During this time, a change-of-command ceremony occurred on the
l4th in which CDR Donald Luebbecke was replaced by CDR William J.
Tyson III. The SCREWTOPS also contended with ADMAT and Corrosion
inspections.

MAY

The POM period continued from the 1lst to the 10th and on the
ll1th the SCREWTOPS moved back onboard USS AMERICA for the
beginning of their MED-I0O Cruise '89. The TRANSLANT took until
the 22nd and the AMERICA entered tnhe MED on the 23rd. A port
call in Benidorm from the 24th wuntil the 30th finished up the
month.

Encl (3)
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The USS AMERICA operated 1in the Western, Central and
Eastern MED and Exercise NATIONAL WEEK was conducted from the 8th
through the 17th as the AMERICA made her way towards the Suez
Canal. Port calls were made in Palma de Mallorca from the 4th to
the 7th and Ilzmir, Turkey from the 19th to the 21lst. 0On the
25th, the AMERICA transitted the Suez and conducted a Saudi
PASSEX immediately wupon entering the Red Sea on the 26th-27th.
Operations in the Gulf of Aden finished wup the month's
activities as the SCREWTOPS entered the Indian Ocean.

JULY

July found USS AMERICA operating in the North Arabian Sea
(NAS) from the 2nd to the 8th before transiting to Diego Garcia
on the 9th. During this time frame, the SCREWTOPS worked in the
Diego Garcia OPAREA. in Exercise WEAPONS WEEK from the 13th until
the 21st and then worked with USAF B-52s during Exercise BUSY
CUSTOMER wuntil the 27*". The USS AMERICA continued her transit
of the 1I0 and through the Straits of Malacca enroute to a port
visit in Singapore on the 29th.

AUGUST

The SCREWTOPS and USS AMERICA were called upon to emergency
sortie out of Singapore three days early in response to the
President's request for our presence in the North Arabian Sea as
a projection of force. After a high speed transit to the NAS,
contingency operations were conducted 1in the NAS and Gulf of
Oman. After conducting Exercise BEACON FLASH from the 26th to
the 30th, the AMERICA began her transit west to the Gulf of Aden.

SEPTEMBER

After conducting another Red Sea SAUDI PASSEX. the AMERICA
transitted the Suez once again on the 5th and entered the MED.
On the 6th, in response to emergency tasking, NEO operations were
conducted in the Eastern MED. After a highly successful mission,
the SCREWTOPS and the AMERICA battle group headed west far a port
visit in Toulon, France from the 9th until the 13th. After this
break, the SCREWTOPS flew right into Exercise DISPLAY
DETERMINATION '89 which continued wuntil the end of the mont*
British, French, Belgian, Italian and Turkish . naval forces were
encountered as operations were conducted throughout the entire
MED as well as the Aegean Sea where the SCREWTOPS demonstrated
their abilities. Under very tight quarters witn Haven Ops, the
SCREWTOPS succeeded by not drawing one reputable flight violation
while controlling the entire CVW-1 airwing.

Encl (3)
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OCTOBER

Just finishing up DD '89 on the 3rd, the AMERICA battle
group conducted some Eastern and Central MED operations to
include FIR Ops off the coast of Tripoli enroute to port calls in
Monaco from the llth to the 17th and Palma de Mallorca once again
from the 19th to the 22nd. The SCREWTOPS finished up their MED
deployment by participating in Exercise NATIONAL WEEK in the
Western MED during which time the AMERICA battle group turned
over with the FORRESTAL battle group. On the 31lst of October,
the AMERICA outchopped from the MED. It was also during this
month that the SCREWTOPS celebrated 21 years of mishap-free
flying encompassing more than 40,000 flight hours and over 10,000
carrier arrested landings.

NOVEMBER

. The Translant occurred from the lst until the 10th with all
squadron aircraft getting safely airborne for the flyoff on the
9th. On the 10th, the USS AMERICA pulled into port at Naval
Station Norfolk and after a post-cruise Corrosion inspection, a

holiday standdawn period was observed which lasted through the
end of the month.

DECEMBER

Pilot/NFO training flights and cross-countries were the.
primary goals during this month as a holiday standdown period
continued. A detachment was sent to NAS Brunswick for AEGIS
Acceptance Trials with the USS PHILLIPINE SEA and an End of
Cruise debrief was given with other VAW commands in attendance.
The end of the month found the SCREWTOPS back in the swing of
things as they flew to NAS Key West to conduct drug interdiction
operations with JTF-4 (Joint Task Force Four).

Encl (3)



Command History

The history of VAW-123 begins with the first East Coast
Early Warning Squadron VAW-2 in July 1948. VAW-2 was established
to perform airborne early warning (AEW) tasks with TBM-3Es and
TBM-3Ws. VAW-2 changed its name to Composite Squadron 12 (VC-12)
and, in July 1956, VC-12 changed its title to Carrier Airborne
Early Warning Squadron 12 (VAW-12).

The last AD detachment from VAW-12 to embark on an aircraft
carrier, USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59), began in January 1960. 1In
Rugust 1961, all of the ADs were transferred to VAW-33 which left
VAW-12 with the E-1B.

VAW-12 returned to Norfolk from Quonset Point, R.I. in
September 1962 and continued to send E-1B detachments on Atlantic
Fleet aircraft carriers.

After VAW-12 returnea to Norfolk, Det.59 was deactivated and
selected pilots and naval flight officers were ordered to NAS
North Island, Calif., to begin transition from the E-1B to the
E-2A Hawkeye. After completing transition, the detachment was
reorganized and divided and became the nucleus for the reactiva-
tion of Det.59 and the newly-formed Det.66. Det 59 returned to
NAS Norfolk in February 1967 to prepare for the commissioning of
E-2A detachments as independent squadrons.

On April 1, 1967, Det.59 was commissioned VAW-123 under CDR
W.L. Hill. This marked the end of VAW-12, an organization which
had been the largest naval squadron on the East coast.

In June 1967, VAW-123 was part of CVW-17 and became the
first East Coast E-2A squadron to deploy to the Western Pacific
(WestPac). VAW-123 joined CVW-3 aboard USS Saratoga in April of
1970, and between November 1970 and April 1971, VAW-123 transi-
tioned to the new E-2B. In 1973, after completing deployment to
WestPac, VAW-123 transitioned to the new E-2C, and 1in November
VAW-123 became the first fleet E-2C squadron.

In 1978, VAW-123 transitioned to  the new advanced radar
processing system (ARPS) and deployed aboard USS SARATOGA - the
first squadron to deploy with the ARPS-equipped E-2C aircraft.
In October 1980, the squadron was transferred to CVW-1 aboard USS
America.

Most recently, the World Famous VAW-123 "SCREWTOPS", 1986
Battle 'E' winner, led by Commanding Officer, Commander W.J.
Tyson 1III, returned to Norfolk 1in November after a six month
Meditteranean-Indian Ocean deployment with CVW-1 aboard the USS
America.

The SCREWTOPS finest achievement has been the attainment of
21 years of mishap-free flying encompassing more than 40,000
flight hours and over 10.000 carrier arrested landings; evidence
of the pride and genuine team spirit for which the "World Famous"
SCREWTOPS have always been known,
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AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Commissioned as VAW-123 1967
‘Battle "E" Award 1969

Meritorious Unit Commendation 1970
Battle "E" Award 1972

CNO Safety Award 1972

CNO safety Award 1973

First E~2C Deployment . 1974

Battle "E" Award 1975

CNO Safety Award 1975

CVW-3 Commander's Cup 1977

AEW Excellence Award 1977

Battle "E" Award 1977

First E-2C ARPS Deployment 1978

| Silver Anchor Award 1979
Meritorious Unit Commendation 1979
"0ld Crows" Certificate of Merit 1980
CVW-1 Silver Tailhook Award 1981
Meritorious Unit Commendation 1983
CNO Safety Award 1983

Battle "E" Award 1986

AEW Excellence Award 1986

Secretary of Defense
Maintenance Excellence Award 1987
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TOTAL FLT HOURS/SORTIES/TRAPS

MQONTH HQURS SORTIES TRAPS
_____ Day  Night Day  Night Day  Night
Jan . 52.8  38.0 17 14 28 15
Feb 204.6 117.3 68 51 57 38
Mar 141.6  33.2 36 13 36 17
Apr 31.0 2.1 12 1 4 0
May 97.0  61.7 31 21 41 17
Jun 150.4  74.9 39 32 40 40
Jul 147.6  64.3 40 28 43 31
Aug 194.0 63.5 49 20 50 37
Sep 219.5 106.9 57 35 57 36
oct 183.3  68.8 43 29 45 31
Nov 21.0 0.3 6 1 2 1
Dec 49.5 4.3 27 4 - -
Subtotal 1492.3 635.3 425 258 403 263

2127.6 683 666
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