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Encl: (1)VAW-123 Command His tory  

1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  Carrier Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THRE's Command Hi s to ry  f o r  ca lendar  year  1981 is hereby 
submit ted as enc losu re  (1). 
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I. SUMMARY OF EVENTS 


01 JAN - 27 JAN 

28 JAN - 09 FEB 

10 FEB - 12 FEB 

13 FEB 

14 FEB - 18 FEB 

19 FEB - 28 FEB 

01 MAR - 04 MAR 

05 MAR - 14 MAR 

15 MAR - 18 MAR 

19 MAR - 12 APR 

13 APR 

14 APR - 23 APR 

24 APR - 27 APR 

28 APR - 01 MAY 

02 MAY 

03 MAY - 04 MAY 

05 MAY 

06 MAY 

07 MAY - 08 MAY 

VAW-123 COMMAND HISTORY 


01 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1981 

Shore based at NAS Norfolk, VA 

Embarked aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66) for 

Carrier qualifications and TYT-1 


Shore based at NAS Norfolk, VA 


Embar ked aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66) 


Enroute Puerto Rican Operations Area 


Conducted operations in the Puerto Rican 

Operations Area 


Inport St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 


Conducted Operations in the Puerto Rican 

Operations Area 


Enroute Norfolk, VA 


Shore based NAS Norfolk, VA. Preparation 

for over seas movement 


Embarked aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66) 


Enroute to the Mediterranean Sea 


Inport Palma de Mallorca, Spain 


Conducted operations in the Central 

Mediterranean 


Enroute Port Said, Egypt 


Anchored at Port Said, Egypt 


Conducted operations in the Eastern 

Mediterranean 


Transited the Suez Canal 


Conducted operations in the Red Sea 
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09 MAY - 10 MAY 

11 MAY - 12 MAY 

13 MAY - 04 JUN 

05 JUN - 11 JUN 

12 JUN - 17 JUN 

18 JUN - 24 JUN 

25 JUN - 07 AUG 

08 AUG - 12 AUG 

13 AUG - 17 AUG 

18 AUG - 23 AUG 

24 AUG - 30 AUG 

31 AUG - 15 SEP 

16 SEP - 17 OCT 

18 OCT - 20 OCT 

21 OCT 

22 OCT - 24 OCT 

25 OCT - 27 OCT 

28 OCT - 01 NOV 

02 NOV - 12 NOV 

13 NOV - 31 DEC 

VAW123/00/rhs 
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Conducted operations in the Gulf of Aden 


Enroute Gonzo Station, Indian Ocean 


Conducted operations on Gonzo Station 


Enroute Singapore 


Inport, Republic of Singapore 


Enroute to the Indian Ocean 


Conducted operations on Gonzo Station 


Enroute Diego Garcia 


Conducted operations in the Indian Ocean 

near Diego Garcia 


Enroute Australia 


Inport Fremantle, Australia 


Enroute Gonzo Stat ion 


Conducted operations on Gonzo Station 


Enroute Port Suez, Egypt 


Transited the Suez Canal 


Enroute to Palma de Mallorca, Spain 


Inport Palma de Mallorca, Spain 


Conducted operations in the Western 

Mediterranean 


Enroute Norfolk, VA 


Based ashore at NAS Norfolk, VA 
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11. Calendar year 1981 n a r r a t i v e :  

A s  1981 opened, t h e  SCREWTOPS were prepar ing  to go to sea  once again.  
During January t h e  squadron was cont inu ing  i ts  i n t e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  to j o i n  
CVW-11 and USS AMERICA a t  t h e  end of  t h e  month. Tra in ing  included FCLP's and 
L I N K - 1 1  t r a i n i n q  w i t h  t h e  RCA Corpora t ion ' s  AEGIS development l a b o r a t o r y  i n  
Southern New Je rsey .  From t h e  1 2 t h  through t h e  1 7 t h  of  January t h e  squadron was 
involved i n  NAVEX 1-81, a j o i n t  s e r v i c e  e x e r c i s e  employing Navy and A i r  Force 
u n i t s  a s  Orange A i r  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  USS FORRESTAL's TYT 111. The A i r  Force u n i t s  
took advantage of  t h e  oppor tun i ty  by e x e r c i s i n g  its T a c t i c a l  A i r  Cont ro l /  
T a c t i c a l  A i r  Defense System's (TACS/TADS) d i g i t a l  LINK i n t e r f a c e .  Operat ing 
o u t  of  Shaw AFB i n  Sumter, S.C., t h e  SCREWTOPS provided a i r  c o n t r o l  and LINK-11 
s e r v i c e s  to t h e  T a c t i c a l  Command Center (TACC) a t  Shaw. I t  was a very  produc- 
t i v e  t r a i n i n g  e f f o r t ,  g iv inq  a l l  SCREWTOP a i r c r ews  exposure to t h e  j o i n t  a rena  
o f  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t i ons  and d a t a  l i n k .  

Following NAVEX, t h e  SCREWTOPS f i n i s h e d  t h e  t e d i o u s  process of  packing and 
on t h e  28th p u t  o u t  to s e a  embarked aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66) f o r  TYT-1. Due 
to  an A-7 a i r c r a f t  a cc iden t  on t h e  f l i g h t  deck, ve ry  l i t t l e  of  t h e  squadron 's  
a i r b o r n e  t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  could  be accomplished. Nonetheless ,  t h e  squadron was 
a b l e  to c a r r i e r  q u a l i f y  8 o u t  of  9 p i l o t s  and conduct ex t ens ive  ground t r a i n i n g  
i n  many a reas .  Returning to  shore  t h e  f i r s t  week of  February, t h e  squadron par- 
t i c i p a t e d  i n  SEABAT 2-81, a l a r g e  s c a l e  e l e c t r o n i c  warfa re  e x e r c i s e  conducted bv 
F igh te r  Wing ONE. The e x e r c i s e  provided many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to o p e r a t e  a g a i n s t  
jamming and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  jamming environment. 

The process  of  pre-deployment t r a i n i n g  began i n  e a r n e s t  on t h e  1 2 t h  of  
February when USS AMERICA (CV-66) g o t  underway f o r  TYT-2. Following a s h o r t  
anchorage i n  Hampton Roads, so t h e  s h i p  could conduct its Propuls ion  Examination, 
USS AMERICA (CV-66) proceeded south  to t h e  Puer to  Rican ope ra t i ng  a r e a  where 
TYT-I1 was conducted. The TYT's were conducted i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  READEX 1-81, 
an  a n t i - a i r  war fa re  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  t e s t e d  t h e  b a t t l e  group i n  an ECM environment. 
Af te r  a four-day p o r t  v i s i t  to ST Thomas, U.S.V.I. on t h e  1st of  March, USS 
AMERICA (CV-66) was underway aga in  f o r  TYT-I11 and t h e  Ope ra t iona l  Readiness 
Examination (ORE). Following t h e  conc lus ion  of  t h e  ORE on t h e  15 th ,  USS AMERICA 
(CV-66) headed no r th  and a r r i v e d  back i n  Norfolk on t h e  18 th .  

The remainder of  March was a standdawn pe r iod  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by reduced a c t i -  
v i t y  a s  t h e  SCREWTOPS prepared  f o r  an arduous Ind ian  Ocean deployment. Squadron 
p i l o t s  f lew FCLP's to main ta in  currency.  A l s o ,  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  t h e  squadron 
experienced a l a r g e  turnover  i n  personnel .  

A s  A p r i l  began, t h e  t e m p o  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  increased .  F i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  deployment were completed w i th  t h e  on-load of  t h e  squadron aboard U S S  
AMERICA (CV-66) on t h e  6 t h  f o r  a s h o r t  a t -sea pe r iod  f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  
Follawing a f i n a l  weekend a t  home, t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66) l e f t  Norfolk on t h e  
1 4 t h  f o r  t h e  Ind ian  Ocean v i a  t h e  Mediterranean Sea. F l i g h t  ope ra t i ons  were con- 
ducted dur ing  t h e  t r ans -At l an t i c  c r o s s i n g  to p repa re  a i r c r ews  f o r  e x e r c i s e  Da i ly  
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Double, a NATO e x e r c i s e  to be he ld  from t h e  28th through t h e  3rd  of  May. Af te r  
a four  day v i s i t  to  Palma de Mallorca,  Spain beginning on t h e  23rd, t h e  exer-
cise commenced on t h e  morning of t h e  28th a s  USS AMERICA (CV-66), USS FORRESTAL 
(CV-59), USS NASSAU (LPH-4), and t h e i r  escorts formed a s i n g l e  t a s k  fo rce .  
SCREWTOP miss ion  crews ga ined  va luab le  exper ience  i n  l a r g e  s c a l e  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
L I N K - 1 1  coo rd ina t ion .  

Following completion of t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  USS AMERICA (CV- steamed to P o r t  
Sa id ,  Egypt to make p repa ra t i ons  f o r  her  h i s t o r i c  t r a n s i t  %t h e  Suez Canal 
The ever deepening c r i s i s  i n  Lebanon fo rced  USS AMERICA (CV-66) to  de l ay  her  
t r a n s i t  and p u t  back to s e a  on t h e  5 t h ,  b u t  on t h e  6 t h  t h e  sf@&was permi t ted  to 
t r a n s i t  t h e  Suez Canal. Thus, USS AMERICA (CV-66) became t h e  : f i r s t  U.S. c a r r i e r  
to  t r a n s i t  t h e  c a n a l  s i n c e  t h e  USS INTREPID (CVA-11) made t h e  t r i p  i n  1967. The 
t e n  hour and t e n  minute t r i p  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and a l l  SCREWTOPS took advan- 
t a g e  of  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  come to t h e  f l i q h t  deck and see t h e  c a n a l  f i r s t h a n d .  
On t h e  7 t h  and 8 t h  USS AMERICA (CV-66) t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Red Sea. The SCREWTOPS 
became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 squadron to ever  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  Red Sea ga in inq  many 
va luab le  l e s sons  on t h e  employment of  t h e  E-2 radar  i n  t h i s  h igh ly  c r i t i c a l  and 
r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  of  t h e  world. 

Upon a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Ind i an  Ocean, USS AMERICA (CV-66) and her b a t t l e  group 
commenced turnover  w i th  t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62). Th i s  was completed on t h e  
1 2 t h  of May and wi th  t h e  depa r tu re  of t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) , USS AMERICA 
(CV-66) was l e f t  a s  t h e  o n l y  CV on Gonzo S t a t  ion. On t h e  1 3 t h  t h e  squadron con- 
ducted combined o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  Air Force B-52's ope ra t i ng  o u t  of  Aus t r a l i a .  
The B-52's provided many v a r i e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  inc luding  t h e  chance 
for t h e  squadron a i r c r a f t  to f l y  i n  formation w i t h  t h e  B-52's fo r  photo pur- 
poses.  

From t h e  20th through t h e  24th t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66)/CVW-11 team conducted 
War-at-Sea a g a i n s t  t h e  French Ship  DUQUESNE and HMAS BRISBANE. On t h e  25th,  
CVW-11 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SOAFEX 81-2, a low l e v e l  bombing e x e r c i s e  designed to t ake  
advantage of  t h e  over land  bombing range a t  Rubkut, Oman. SCREWTOP a i r c r ews  pro- 
v ided  l i a i s o n  wi th  Omani c o n t r o l l e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  range s u r v e i l l a n c e  and s t r i k e  
suppor t .  This  provided a new and important  way to  p e r f e c t  weapons d e l i v e r y  
techniques  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  environment. On t h e  28th another  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  USAF 
B-52's was conducted. 

June began w i t h  ADEX 81-3, an ex t ens ive  a n t i - a i r  and War-at-Sea e x e r c i s e  
a g a i n s t  USS KITTY HAWK (CV-63) steaming to r e l i e v e  USS AMERICA (CV-66) on Gonzo 
S t a t i o n .  Conducted i n  t h r e e  phases ,  t h e  e x e r c i s e  gave a l l  a i r c r ews  t r a i n i n g  i n  
s u r f a c e  s ea rch  coo rd ina t ion ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n t i - a i r  war fa re .  The e x e r c i s e  gave 
both Airwings t h e  oppor tun i ty  to experiment wi th  t h e  vec to r  l o q i c  concept  of  
long range a n t i - a i r  war fa re .  
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With t h e  completion of ADEX, USS AMERICA (CV-66) s a i l e d  eastward fo r  a s i x  
day p o r t  v i s i t  i n  t h e  Republ ic  of  Singapore,  a r r i v i n g  i n  Singapore on t h e  1 2 t h  of 
June. Af te r  46 days a t  s ea  t h e  squadron was awai t ing  a much needed rest and t h e  
Republ ic  of  Singapore provided a l l  hands w i th  t h i s  break. 

Rested and r e f r e shed ,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) g o t  underway on t h e  1 8 t h  of  June 
to r e t u r n  to Gonzo S t a t i o n .  A s  t h e  b a t t l e  group approached Gonzo S t a t i o n ,  it 
commenced GONZOEX 81-4 a mari t ime a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  e x e r c i s e  t e s t i n g  t h e  vector 
l o g i c  theory  once again.  The e x e r c i s e  began on t h e  25th of  June and ended on 
t h e  2nd of  Ju ly .  For t h e  SCREWTOPS an a i r c r a f t  mishap on .t+ie 26th of  June made 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  remain i n  many peop le ' s  minds f o r  months to come. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  of  t h e  26th of  June, SCREWTOP 601 was launched 
from c a t a p u l t  t h r e e  w i th  LT a t  c o n t r o l s  and LT , 
t h e  p i l o t  i n  command i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t .  During t h e  n i g h t  c a t a p u l t  s t r o k e ,  t h e  
a i r c r ew  experienced a loud bang and a j o l t  from t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  of  t h e  
a i r c r a f t .  The a i r c r a f t  s e t t l e d  approximately twenty f e e t  whfle  t h e  gear  was 
r a i s e d .  Upon recover ing  c o n t r o l  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  LT commenced a c l imb 
overhead t h e  s h i p  to e v a l u a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The CIC crew of LTJG's 

 and a l l  r epo r t ed  t h a t  they could  see damage to t h e  s t a r b o a r d  
wing t i p  d e s p i t e  t h e  darkness .  This  was confirmed by an A-6 t h a t  joined on 601 
who observed t h a t  four  f e e t  of  t h e  l ead ing  edge and s i x  f e e t  of  t h e  t r a i l i - g  
edge were missing. Af te r  daybreak, LT brought t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  fo r  a 
s t r a i g h t - i n  approach to a p i t c h i n g  deck. LT and LT were 
named NAVAIRPAC1s P r o ' s  of t h e  Week and were later awarded A i r  Medals f o r  t h e i r  
cool and p r o f e s s i o n a l  handl ing of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Following t h i s  exci tement  t h e  rest of  GONZOEX proceeded uneven t fu l ly  ending 
on t h e  2nd of Ju ly .  USS AMERICA (CV-66) aga in  became t h e  on ly  CV on Gonzo 
S t a t i o n .  The a i rwing  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  another  SOAFEX on t h e  6 t h  and 7 t h  of  J u l v  
followed by B-52 o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  9 th .  On t h e  1 6 t h  a b lue  water MISSILEX was 
conducted wi th  good r e s u l t s .  The 20th found USS AMERICA (CV-66) a i r c r ews  back 
over Rubkut, Oman f o r  another  SOAFEX followed by B-52 o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  23rd. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  t h e  SCREWTOPS were r equ i r ed  s e v e r a l  times to 
launch f o r  real-world a l e r t s  to d e t e c t  and i n t e r c e p t  S o v i e t  IL-26 MAY a i r c r a f t  
t h a t  a t tempted to o v e r f l y  t h e  b a t t l e  group. 

August found USS AMERICA (CV-66) s t i l l  on Gonzo S t a t i o n  prepar ing  f o r  
another  ADEX, beginning on t h e  4 t h  of  August. Providing another  test of vec to r  
l o g i c ,  t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66) and USS KITTY HAWK (CV-63) a i rw ings  t r i e d  to out-
w i t  each o the r  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t  being b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  environment f o r  both sh ips .  
On t h e  8 t h  o f  August, USS AMERICA (CV-66) tu rned  south  and began t h e  long t ran-
sit toward Aus t r a l i a .  On t h e  1 0 t h  of  August, over 4500 AMERICA men heeded t h e  
summons of King Neptune and appeared be fo re  h i s  c o u r t  i n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  l i n e  cere-
monies. USS AMERICA (CV-66) and her  crew of  newly pronounced she l lbacks  a r r i v e d  
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i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Diego Garc ia  on t h e  1 2 t h  o f  August to begin a week of weapons 
expendi tures .  SCREWTOP a i r c r ews  played a s i g n i f i c a n t  role i n  t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  by 
provid ing  range s u r v e i l l a n c e  f o r  missile shoots ,  coo rd ina t ion  for sea rch  and 
rescue  e x e r c i s e s ,  and a i r  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  f o r  Air Combat Manuevering exer-
cises. Add i t i ona l ly ,  SCREWTOP p i l o t s  t o o k  advantaqe of  t h e  oppor tun i ty  to prac-
t ice f i e l d  t akeo f f s  and l and ings ,  something they  had not  done i n  s e v e r a l  months. 
Depart ing Diego Garc ia  on t h e  1 6 t h  of August, USS AMERICA (CV-66) cont inued  
southward. On t h e  22nd o f  August, CVW-11 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e  BEACON SOUTH, 
which t o o k  p l a c e  o f f  t h e  Western c o a s t  of Aus t r a l i a .  BEACON SOUTH was a 
combined e x e r c i s e  w i t h  CVW-11 and t h e  Royal Aus t r a l i an  Air Force.  The SCREWTOPS 
provided f l i g h t  fo l lowing  fo r  a i r c r a f t  on extended over land  low l e v e l  rou t e s .  A 
SCREWTOP a i rc rew,  overhear ing  s e v e r a l  Geraldton F l i g h t  Se rv i ce  S t a t i o n  t r ans -  
miss ions ,  joined a search  f o r  a missing 16 f o o t  f i b e r q l a s s  boat.  One of  t h e  
E-2's radar  c o n t a c t s  was v e r i f i e d  t o  be t h e  over turned  boat .  There were, s ad ly ,  
no surv ivors. 

On t h e  24th of August, USS AMERICA (CV-66) dropped anchor i n  Fremantle,  
A u s t r a l i a  a f t e r  69 cont inuous  days  a t  sea .  Everyone was eager  f o r  a r e s t  i n  
Fremantle and nearby Per th .  The h o s p i t a l i t y  shown by our A u s t r a l i a n  f r i e n d s  
w i l l  be remembered by a l l  t h e  SCREWTOPS f o r  a long t i m e  to come. A s  f a r  a s  p o r t  
v i s i t s  went, A u s t r a l i a  was g e n e r a l l y  agreed to be t h e  h i g h l i g h t  of  t h e  c r u i s e .  

Somewhat r e l u c t a n t l y ,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) set s a i l  on t h e  3 1 s t  o f  August to 
r e t u r n  for her  f i n a l  l i n e  pe r iod  on Gonzo S t a t i o n .  From t h e  4 t h  through t h e  8 t h  
o f  September t h e  squadron conducted jamming e x e r c i s e s  wi th  VAQ-133, t h e  EA-6B 
squadron. These e x e r c i s e s  pioneered techniques  by which t h e  EA-6B can provide 
e l e c t r o n i c  war fa r e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  E-2's radar  through t h e  use of harmonics. 
From t h e  1 3 t h  through t h e  1 5 t h  of September, t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66)/CVW-11 team 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  GONZOEX 81-5, a l a r g e  vec tor  l o g i c  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  included a day 
of combined CV vec to r  l o g i c  ope ra t i ons .  With t h e  depa r tu re  of  USS KITTY HAWK 
(CV-63) on t h e  1 6 t h  of  September f o r  her  f i n a l  t i m e ,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) resumed 
her  s o l i t a r y  patrol on Gonzo S t a t i o n .  Dai ly  cyclic ope ra t i ons  consumed t h e  r e s t  
o f  September. 

USS AMERICA (CV-66) began October by anchoring a t  Masirah I s l a n d ,  Oman on 
t h e  3 rd  f o r  two days f o r  shipboard maintenance i n  p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  
upcoming INSURV Inspec t ion .  Another week  of  c y c l i c  ope ra t i ons  concluded wi th  a 
r e t u r n  to Masirah I s l a n d ,  Oman on t h e  1 0 t h  f o r  still more work .  Underway on t h e  
l l t h ,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) moved to p o s i t i o n  h e r s e l f  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e x e r c i s e  
BEACON FLASH 81-2, a s e r i e s  of opposed over land  s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  range a t  Rubkut, 
Oman, beginning on t h e  13 th .  The 1 5 t h  found USS AMERICA (CV-66) heading west-
ward to begin t h e  t r i p  home. The fo l lowing  day, t h e  16 th ,  marked t h e  SCREWTOPS 
1 3 t h  ANNIVERSARY of acc iden t - f r ee  f l y i n g .  This  occasion was c e l e b r a t e d  a t  an 
a l l  hands q u a r t e r s  ceremony conducted on t h e  f o r e c a s t l e .  The 1 7 t h  saw USS 
AMERICA (CV-66) complete p repa ra t i on  f o r  her  t r a n s i t  through t h e  S t r a i t s  of 
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Bab-el-Mendeb, a journey made t e n s e  due to t h e  t h r ea t en ing  s i g n a l s  coming from 
South Yemen fol lowing i n  t h e  wake of t h e  a s s a s i n a t i o n  of  Eqyptian P r e s i d e n t  
Anwar SADAT. The a c t u a l  t r a n s i t  was completed wi thout  i n c i d e n t  and USS AMERICA 
(CV-66) aga in  found h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  Red Sea. On t h e  morning of t h e  20th,  USS 
AMERICA (CV-66) anchored a t  P o r t  Suez to  prepare  to t r a n s i t  to  t h e  Suez Canal 
f o r  t h e  second t i m e .  

On t h e  21th USS AMERICA (CV-66) proceeded through t h e  cana l .  Accompanied by 
b e a u t i f u l  weather ,  AMERICAmen turned  o u t  aqa in  to wi tnes s  t h e  land  of  Egypt 
unfo ld ing  before  t h e i r  eves .  Due to t h e  dea th  of P re s iden t  Anwar SADAT, t h e  
t r a n s i t  was a more subdued event  t han  t h e  f i r s t  one bu t  it was verv  s u c c e s s f u l  
none the less .  Upon l eav ing  t h e  Suez Canal,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) picked up speed 
and headed to Palma de  Mallorca,  Spain fo r  a t h r e e  day p o r t  v i s i t  s t a r t i n g  on 
t h e  25th of  October. 

On t h e  28th of October,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) was underway f o r  her l a s t  major 
e x e r c i s e  of t h e  c r u i s e ,  CRISEX. Th i s  e x e r c i s e ,  a j o i n t  US - Spanish amphibious 
e x e r c i s e ,  provided many types  of  t r a i n i n g  f o r  CVW-11 a i rc rews .  SCREWTOP a i r c r ews  
were a l o f t  cont inuous ly  throughout  t h e  e x e r c i s e  provid ing  c o n t r o l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
D i s s imi l a r  A i r  Combat T ra in ing  (DACT) , f l i g h t  fol lowing f o r  over land  strikes 
and a n t i - a i r  wa r f a r e  suppor t .  Concluding on t h e  1st of  November, t h e  e x e r c i s e  
was h a i l e d  by NATO a s  an unqua l i f i ed  success  i n  terms of t h e  teamwork and 
t r a i n i n g  gained by both na t ions .  

On t h e  2nd of  November, USS AMERICA (CV-66) turned westward and began to 
head f o r  home. With eager  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h e  a i rwing  completed its o f f l o a d  pre- 
pa ra t i ons .  On t h e  1 1 t h  of  November t h e  airwing a i r c r a f t  were flown o f f  and on 
t h e  1 2 t h  of  November i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours,  USS AMERICA (CV-66) moored a t  
P i e r  Twelve g ree t ed  by a s e a  o f  happy f aces .  The SCREWTOPS completed t h e i r  
o f f  load  and on t h e  1 3 t h  of  November set up shop back a t  NAS Norfolk,  VA. The 
squadron then commenced a month o f  standdawn marked by minimal f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  
and four  hour workdays. Many people  i n  t h e  squadron took advantage of t h e  
oppor tun i ty  to t ake  some w e l l  earned leave.  

S t i l l  i n  standdawn a s  December opened, t h e  squadron chopped to CVW-1 and 
made p repa ra t i ons  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  its f i r s t  shore  based e x e r c i s e  i n  a lmost  a 
y e a r ,  SEABAT 82-1. SEABAT 82-1 is a series o f  e l e c t r o n i c  warfa re  e x e r c i s e s  
designed to i n c r e a s e  t r a i n i n g  l e v e l s  i n  e l e c t r o n i c  war fa r e  f o r  f l e e t  u n i t s .  The 
e x e r c i s e  t o o k  p l a c e  from t h e  1 2 t h  through t h e  1 6 t h  of December w i th  a l l  SCREWTOP 
a i r c r ews  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a t  one p o i n t  or another .  With t h e  completion of SEABAT 
82-1, t h e  squadron once aga in  slawed dawn ope ra t i ons  f o r  t h e  Chris tmas ho l idays .  
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