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VAW-123 COMMAND HISTORY 

I. SUMMARY OF EVENTS 

01 J A N  - 07 J A N  

08 J A N  - 1 1  FEB 

12 FEB - 08 MAR 

09 MAR 

10 MAR - 21 MAR 

22 MAR - 26 MAR 

27 MAR - 05 APR 

06 APR - 1 1  APR 

12 APR - 20 APR 

21 APR 

22 APR 

23 APR - 27 APR 

28 APR - 30 APR 

01 MAY - 04 MAY 

05 MAY - 18 MAY 

19 MAY - 24 MAY 

25 MAY - 27 MAY 

28 MAY - 10 J U N  

1 1  J U N  - 22 J U N  

23 J U N  - 06 JUL 

07 JUL - 10 JUL 

1 1  JUL - 1'4 JUL 

01 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1980 

Shore based a t  NAS Norfolk,VA 

Embarked aboard USS SARATOGA (CV 60) f o r  TYT-11, I11 
and ORE 

Shore based NAS Norfolk, VA. Preparat ion f o r  Overseas 
Movement 

Embarked USS SARATOGA, Mayport, F lor ida  

Enroute Mediterranean Sea 

Inport  Rota, Spain 

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inport  Livorno, I t a l y  

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Training Anchorage, Pollensa Bay, Mallorca, Spain 

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inport  Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

Conducted opera t ions  i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inpor t  Naples, I t a l y  

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Centra l  Mediterranean 

Inpor t  Tunis, Tunisia 

Conducted opera t ions  i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inpor t  Naples, I t a l y  

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Centra l  Mediterranean 

Inpor t  Naples, I t a l y  

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inpor t ,  Barcelona, Spain 

1 Enclosure (1 )  



15 JUL - 17 JUL 

18 JUL - 24 JUL 

25  JUL - 31 JUL 

01 AUG - 05 AUG 

06 AUG - 11 AUG 

12 AUG - 16 AUG 

17 AUG 

18 AUG 

19 AUG - 27 AUG 

28 AUG - 09 DEC 

10 OCT 

10 DEC - 13 DEC 

14 DEC - 31 DEC 

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inport  Naples, I t a l y  

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inport  Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

Conducted operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean 

Inport  Malaga, Spain 

Training Anchorage, Malaga, Spain 

Training Anchorage, Rota, Spain 

Enroute Mayport, Florida 

Shore based a t  -NAS Norfolk, VA 

CDR F. J. GLAESER re l i eved  CDR Norman L. CRAIG a s  
Commanding Off icer  

Carr ier  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  aboard USS AMERICA 

Based ashore a t  NAS Norfolk, VA 
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VAW-123 COMMAND HISTORY 


11. Calendar Year 1980 Narrat ive 

The dawn of the  new year saw the  SCREWTOPS once again preparing t o  go t o  sea. 
On 8 January the  squadron embarked aboard USS SARATOGA (CV 60) f o r  Type Training 
a s  a u n i t  of Carr ier  A i r  Wing THREE. TYT-I1 was conducted i n  the  Jacksonvi l le  
OPAREA while enroute t o  the  Puerto Rican OPAREA. TYT-I11 was run concurrently 
with READEX 1-80, a four day a n t i a i r  warfare exerc ise  t h a t  t e s t e d  the  b a t t l e  
group i n  an in tense  ECM environment. The f i n a l  phase of the  at-sea period was an 
Operational Readiness Evaluation which began on 1 February and concluded on 4 
February. The squadron returned t o  Norfolk on 11 February. 

The remainger of the  month of February was an easygoing period charac ter ized  
by reduced a c t i v i t y  a s  the  SCREWTOPS prepared f o r  a Mediterranean Deployment. 
During February, the  squadron passed the  milestone of 20,000 accident-free f l i g h t  
hours. 

March was the  month of deployment. The f i n a l  hurr ied  prepara t ions  were com-
ple ted  during the  1 s t  through the  8th.  On t he  9 th ,  the  l a s t  t e a r f u l  goodbyes 
were spoken, and the  squadron proceeded south t o  Mayport and embarked i n  SARATOGA. 
On the  morning of the  l o t h ,  t h e  s h i p  got underway f o r  the  Mediterranean Sea. On 
t h e  18th the  squadron con t ro l l ed  a successful  Open Ocean Miss i le  Shoot with nine 
miss i l e s  f i r e d  and a l l  drones recovered i n t a c t .  On the  20th,  t h e  SCREWTOPS flew 
a MEDEVAC mission t o  Rota f o r  a man in jured  i n  a f l i g h t  deck mishap, using a s p e c i a l  
harness t o  allow the  man t o  be moved without retraumatizing h i s  l e g  in jury .  On 
the  22nd, the  SARATOGA anchored a t  Rota, Spain f o r  a f i v e  day por t  v i s i t .  On the  
27th the  s h i p  s o r t i e d  t o  begin operat ions i n  the  Western Mediterranean. This a t -  
sea period was marked by exerc ise  MULTIPLEX 1-80, a mult i- threat  exerc ise  which 
included a i r ,  sur face ,  and subsurface a t t acks .  Within the  framework of the  exer-
c i s e ,  a passing exerc ise  (PASSEX) was conducted with USS FORRESTAL (CV 59). These 
exe rc i ses  did much t o  upgrade squadron t r a i n i n g  i n  both a n t i a i r  warfare (AAW) and 
surface  s t r i k e  warfare. 

Apri l  dawned with the  SARATOGA and her  a i m i n g  a r r i v i n g  i n  Livorno, I t a l y  f o r  
a f i v e  day por t  v i s i t .  An e i g h t  day at-sea period beginning on the  12th gave the  
squadron an opportunity f o r  another PASSEX with FORRESTAL. During t h i s  period the  
squadron, along with the  r e s t  of the  a i m i n g ,  operated i n  rough seas .  A t h ree  day 
t r a i n i n g  anchorage on the  21st  gave the  SARATOGA a chance t o  hold a comprehensive 
s a f e t y  standown placing emphasis on damage con t ro l ,  f i r s t  a i d ,  and f l i g h t  deck 
sa fe ty .  The month concluded with a f i v e  day por t  v i s i t  t o  Palma de Mallorca, 
Spain, beginning on the  23rd and ending on the  28th. 

After a s h o r t  two day at-sea period,  the  SARATOGA anchored a t  Naples, I t a l y  
f o r  the  first of s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  t o  t h i s  c i t y .  On the  5 th  of May the  sh ip  was 
underway f o r  DAWN PATROL 80, a jo in t  NATO exerc ise  of considerable length  (13 
days).  The exerc ise  was marked by in tense  f l i g h t  operat ions with absolute  depen- 
dence on the  E-2C t o  ensure the  success of AAW, SSC, anti-shipping and power pro- 
jec t ion  s t r i k e s .  The Centra l  Mediterranean exerc ise  was t r u l y  mul t ina t ional  i n  
na tu re  with operat ions t h a t  included the  French Car r i e r  FOCH along with I t a l i a n  
and B r i t i s h  u n i t s .  A i r  opposi t ion consis ted  of F-4, F-8, F-15, F-104, F-111 and 
B-52 a i r c r a f t .  I n  addi t ion  t o  coordinat ing mul t ip le  War-at-Sea s t r i k e s  and 
power projec t ion  s t r i k e s ,  the-SCREWTOPS served a s  primary c o n t r o l l e r  f o r  D i s s i m -
i l a r  A i r  Combat Training (DACT) which p i t t e d  CVW-3 F-4's aga ins t  F-8's from FS 
FOCH and USAFE F-15's. Following the  exe rc i se  and a f i v e  day por t  v i s i t  t o  
Tunis, Tunisia ,  the  SARATOGA s a i l e d  fo r  Naples and a two week por t  v i s i t .  
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During t h i s  June p o r t  v i s i t ,  t h e  SCREWTOPS deployed two a i r c r a f t  t o  S ignne l l a ,  
S i c i l y  f o r  a h igh ly  succes s fu l  t r a i n i n g  detachment. SCREWTOP p i l o t s  flew over 25 
hours  of  FCLP and instrument  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  whi le  NFO1s logged over 50 i n t e r -  
c e p t s ,  many of  them supersonic .  Meanwhile, back i n  Naples cons ide rab l e  mainte- 
nance was accomplished on t h e  remaining two squadron a i r c r a f t .  

On 11 June SARATOGA was underway f o r  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Cen t r a l  Mediterranean. 
June 14 th  found t h e  SCREWTOPS c o n t r o l l i n g  an Open Ocean Missile Shoot concur ren t ly  
designed t o  test t h e  Mobile Sea Range (MSR) concept and t o  e x e r c i s e  United S t a t e s  
freedom of nav iga t ion  i n  t h e  Gulf o f  S i d r a ,  an  a r e a  claimed by Libya a s  t e r r i t o r i a l  
waters .  During an e x e r c i s e ,  a s e c t i o n  o f  Libyan Mirage I11 a i r c r a f t  approached 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  a r e a ,  bu t  were e sco r t ed  by F-4's under SCREWTOP c o n t r o l .  Despi te  
problems wi th  t a r g e t  drones,  t h e  missile shoot i t se l f  went well, a l lowing  t h e  air-
wing t o  prove t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  MSR procedures .  A s  t h e  month of  June ended, t h e  
SCREWTOPS and SARATOGA could be  found aga in  i n  Naples f o r  another  2 week p o r t  
v i s i t .  Once more t h e  SCREWTOPS took advantage of  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  deploy a 
t r a i n i n g  detachment t o  S igone l l a  wi th  very succes s fu l  r e s u l t s .  

Retrained and r e f r e shed ,  t h e  SARATOGA g o t  underway on 7 J u l y  f o r  t h r e e  days 
of ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean cen te red  around Exerc i se  DASIX, a j o i n t  
U.S./French e x e r c i s e  designed t o  test  t h e  French A i r  Defense System through a 
series of  m u l t i p l e  power p r o j e c t i o n  s t r i k e s  ranging from s i n g l e  a i r c r a f t  penetra-  
t i o n s  t o  ALPHA s t r i k e s .  .The f i n a l  day o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  was dedica ted  t o  DACT con-
ducted between French F-1 Mirages and U.S. Navy F-4 Phantoms under E-2 con t ro l .  
The coopera t ion  and enthusiasm provided by both t h e  French and U.S. p a r t i c i p a n t s  
made t h e  e x e r c i s e  an unqua l i f i ed  success  f o r  a l l  concerned. On J u l y  l l t h ,  SARATOGA 
a r r i v e d  i n  Barcelona, Spain f o r  a t h r e e  day p o r t  v i s i t .  

Underway, aga in  on t h e  15 th ,  SARATOGA conducted two days of  ope ra t i ons  en rou te  
t o  he r  home away from home, Naples. Following a s i x  day p o r t  v i s i t ,  t h e  s h i p  was 
underway on 25 J u l y  f o r  Western Mediterranean ope ra t i ons  and Exerc i se  Mult iplex 
4-80 which culminated i n  a S a l t o  de Q u i r r a  Missile Shoot on t h e  30th.  

A s  August began, SARATOGA anchored a t  Palma de Mallorca f o r  a f i v e  day p o r t  
v i s i t .  Underway on t h e  6 t h  f o r  a f i n a l  week o f  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Western Mediter- 
ranean,  t h e  SCREWTOPS found themselves i n  Malaga, Spain on t h e  12 th  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  
p o r t  v i s i t  of  t h e  c r u i s e .  A two day success ion  o f  t r a i n i n g  anchorages,  one a t  
Malaga on t h e  17 th  and one at Rota on t h e  18 th ,  completed t h e  necessary  tu rnover  
wi th  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY ( C V  671, and on t h e  1 9 t h  o f  August SARATOGA began t h e  
t r i p  home t o  Mayport, F lo r ida .  On t h e  26 th ,  squadron a i r c r a f t  were flown o f f  t h e  
s h i p  w i th  t h e  remainder of  t h e  squadron being a i r l i f t e d  t o  Norfolk fo l lowing  t h e  
s h i p ' s  r e t u r n  t o  p o r t  on t h e  27th.  

Following a shortened post  c r u i s e  standown pe r iod ,  t h e  squadron s t a r t e d  tu rn-  
around t r a i n i n g  wi th  i n i t i a l  focus  on prepar ing  f o r  a Unit NATOPS Evaluat ion i n  
October. On 10 October t h e  squadron was o f f i c i a l l y  chopped from CW-3 t o  CVW-11,  
ending an 11 yea r  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  CW-3 and USS SARATOGA. From t h e  28th t o  t h e  
30th of  September t h e  squadron s e n t  a detachment t o  Cecil F i e l d  f o r  a ler t  d u t i e s  
whi le  t h e  SARA made h e r  t r a n s i t  t o  Ph i l ade lph ia  t o  commence t h e  Se rv i ce  L i f e  Exten- 
s i o n  Program ( SLEP). 
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With the  r e t u r n  of the  detachment a t  the  beginning of October, t h e  squadron 
was tasked with providing an a i r c r a f t  on th ree  hour a l e r t  t o  provide AEW a s s i s -
tance t o  NORAD. Concurrent with these  a l e r t  se rv ices  the  squadron again provided 
se rv ices  f o r  SARATOGA on the  17th through the  19th of October and f o r  USS AMERICA 
on the  28th through the  31st .  Also, on 21 through 23 October the  SCREWTOPS p a r t i c -  
ipa ted  i n  an extens ive  e l e c t r o n i c  warfare exerc ise  conducted with FITWING ONE and 
se lec ted  USAF un i t s .  SCREWTOP aircrews gained much needed exposure t o  a i rborne  
jammers and A I C  under jamming condit ions.  

On October 16th, the  squadron ce lebra ted  its 12th anniversary of accident-free 
f ly ing.  During t h i s  period the  squadron has amassed over 21,000 f l i g h t  hours and 
4682 t r a p s  during 10 deployments. 

It was a l s o  i n  October t h a t  CDR Frederick J. GLAESER, USN re l i eved  CDR Norman 
L. C R A I G ,  USN a s  Commanding Off icer .  In a ceremony held on the  10th a t  NAS Nor- 
f o l k ,  CDR Glaeser assumed command of the  squadron and CDR James N. MAHOOD assumed 
t h e  pos i t ion  of squadron Executive Off icer .  

November found the  SCREWTOPS in tens i fy ing  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  schedule i n  prepara- 
t i o n  f o r  the  next  deployment. From 4 through 7 November, the  squadron underwent 
a Command Inspection conducted by Comander, Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Wing 
TWELVE. November f l i g h t  operat ions included LINKEX1s with USAF AWACS a i r c r a f t ,  
a s  well  a s  two MISSILEX1& conducted on the  24th and 25th of November. F ie ld  
Car r i e r  Landing Prac t i ce  assumed an i n t e n s i f i e d  pace a s  SCREWTOP p i l o t s  prepared 
f o r  c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t ions .  From the  19th through the  30th, the  squadron once 
again found i t s e l f  tasked with a l e r t  commitments. These commitments continued 
on i n t o  December. 

A s  1980 wound down during the  month of December, the  squadron continued its 
prepara t ions  f o r  Wpe Training. On 10 December SCREWTOP p i l o t s  commenced a th ree  
day Car r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  period aboard USS AMERICA. O f  f i v e  p i l o t s  p a r t i c i p a t -  
ing ,  t h r e e  received t h e i r  i n i t i a l  n igh t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  and two o the r s  renewed 
night  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  Addit ionally,  the  squadron pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a MISSILEX with 
the  USS AMERICA and mission crews a l s o  received LINK-4A t r a i n i n g  with Oceana 
based F-14's when a s s e t s  were ava i l ab le .  During December, VAW-123 a l s o  provided 
LINK-11 se rv ices  t o  t h e  RCA Laboratory i n  southern New Jersey  t o  a s s i s t  develop- 
ment and t e s t i n g  of the  AEGIS m i s s i l e  system. 

A s  the  New Year of 1981 dawned, the  SCREWTOPS could look back on a highly 
successful  year punctuated by a successful  Mediterranean deployment, and a l s o  
look ahead t o  new horizons i n  her  upcoming deployment t o  the  Indian Ocean 
aboard USS AMERICA. 
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