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SUMMARY O F  EVENTS 
1 J A N  76 - 31 DEC 76 

1 J A N  - 2 J A N  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SHOREBASED NAS NORFOLK, VA 

2 JAM - 6 J A N  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE NAVAL S T A T I O N ,  MAYPORT, F L  

6 JAN-^^ J A N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - EMBARKED U S S  SARATOGA ENROUTE 
MEDITERRANEAN 

17 J A N - 23 J A N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I N P O R T  MALAGA, S P A I N  

23 J A N  - 28 J A N  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

28 J A N - 6 F E B m - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 I N P O R T  PALMA DE MALLORCA 

~ F E B - ~ ~ F E B - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

16  F E B  - 22 F E B  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I N P O R T  TARANTO, I T A L Y  

23 FEB - 25 FEB - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  I O N I A N  S E A  

~ ~ F E B - ~ M R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 I N P O R T  B R I N D I S I ,  I T A L Y  

2 M A R - 5 M A R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

6 MAR - 7 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T R A I N I N G  ANCHORAGE K I T H I R A  

8 MAR - 9 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

10 MAR- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T R A I N I N G  ANCHORAGE CASTLEAMARE 

11 MAR - 15 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED NATIONAL WEEK XX I N  
TYRRHENIAN S E A  

17 MAR - 25 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	PORT V I S I T  NAPLES,  I T A L Y  

~ ~ M A R - ~ ~ M A R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

~ ~ M A R - ~ A ~ R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 PORT VISIT SPLIT,  YUGOSLAVIA 

3 APR - 7 APR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -	CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

7 APR - 8 APR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE T O  STATION SOUTH O F  CRETE 

~ A P R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CDR L .  HEBERT R E L I E V E D  CDR W.A. 



9 A P R - 1 5 M A Y B - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CONDUCTED S P E C I A L  OPERATIONS I N  
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

15 M A Y - 31 M A Y - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT NAPLES,  I T A L Y  

l J u N - f + J U N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

5 JW - 13 JW- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT CANNES, FRANCE 

1 4  JUN - 16 JUN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

17 J U N  - 22 J U N  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT PALMA D E  MALLORCA 

23 JW - 26 JUN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

27 JUN - 30 JW - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT GENOA, I T A L Y  

1 JUL - 5 JW - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT MONACO 

6 JUL - 8 JUL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CONDUCTED OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

g JUL - 13 JUL- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT BARCELONA, S P A I N  

1 4  J a - 1 5  J a - - - - - - - - - - - - - OPERATIONS I N  WESTERN - -CONDUCTED 
MEDITERRANEAN 

16 J a - 1 7  J u L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1NPORT ROTA, S P A I N  

18 JUL- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -TURNOVER TO THE U S S  N I M I T Z  

26 JUL - 8 NOV- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -SHOREBASED NAS NORFOLK, VA 

8 NOV - n NOV - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - -EW T R A I N I N G  NAVAL S T A T I O N ,  
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P R  

1 2 N O V - 2 0 N O V - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -STRIKE T R A I N I N G  NAS C E C I L  F I E L D , F L  

2 1 N O V - 6 D E C - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -SHOREBASED NAS NORFOLK, VA 

6 D E C - 8 D E C - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CARRIER Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  J A X  OPAREA 

9 DEC - 31 DEC- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -SHOREBASED NAS NORFOLK, VA 



DECLASSIFIED 

COMMAND HISTORY 

1. (e) During the  period 3 January - 28 Ju ly  1976, VAW-123 was deployed 
aboard USS SARATOGA a s  a u n i t  o f  Car r i e r  A i r  Wing THREE. On 3 January 
1976, VAW-123 departed Norfolk f o r  Naval S t a t i o n  Mayport, four  a i r c r a f t  
were hois ted  aboard SARATOGA, and on 6 January 1976 SARATOGA/CVW-3 de-
ployed f o r  SIXTHFLT opera t ions .  

After  a r r i v i n g  i n  Rota, Spain USS SARATOGA along with VAW-123 re-
l ieved USS JOHN KENNEDY and on 16 January 1976 the  squadron launched two 
E-2C's t o  Naval S t a t i o n  Rota a s  p a r t  of  CVW-3 detachment t o  conduct FCLP 
t r a i n i n g  and opera t iona l  missions i n  t h e  Eastern Atlantic .  During t h i s  
t i m e  SARATOGA was i n p o r t  Malaga which permitted regu la r  r o t a t i o n  of  f l i g h t  
crews through t h e  Rota Detachment. 

February was an a c t i v e  f l y i n g  month f o r  the  squadron, accumulating 
238 hours of  f l i g h t  time. During February, the  squadron flew s o r t i e s  pro- 
viding 100% of the  scheduled AEM f l i g h t  time coverage. F l i g h t  crews a l s o  
cont ro l led  f i v e  Case I1 and one Case I11 EMCON recover ies .  The E-2C a l s o  
ac ted  a s  the  primary coordinat ion and voice r e l a y  platform during a PASSEX 
with French and B r i t i s h  un i t s .  Bird Dog and Anti-Ship Missi le  Defense tac-  
t i c s  were commonly p rac t i ced ,  and s u r p r i s e  AAWEX's posed a constant  AAW 
challenge f o r  the  SCREWTOP crews, 

Major exercisesscheduledduring March f o r  t h e  s h i p  and A i r  Wing in-  
cluded a CRAE, (Combat Readiness Assessment Exerc ise) ,  i n  which the  E-2C 
coordinated s t r i k e s  t o  t h e  t a r g e t  a s  wel l  as providing range clearance 
and command and con t ro l .  NATIONAL WEEK XX commenced 11March as SARATOGA 
and INDEPENDENCE, with t h e i r  r e spec t ive  A i r  Wings and su r face  u n i t s ,  car-
r i e d  the  simulated b a t t l e s  t o  t h e  enemy Orange forces .  On 28 March, before 
an inpor t  v i s i t  t o  S p l i t ,  Yugoslavia, a Launch Sequence Plan was conducted 
with the  squadron providing o v e r a l l  a i rborne  coordinat ion.  VAW-123 f o r  
the  month of  March again flew 100% of scheduled AEW coverage provided. 

On 3 Apr i l ,  SARATOGA s o r t i e d  from S p l i t ,  Yugoslavia f o r  scheduled op- 
e r a t i o n s  i n  the  Ionian Sea. Following l imi ted  opera t ions  i n  the  Adr ia t ic  
Sea, SARATOGA was diver ted  i n  response t o  na t iona l  tasking fos te red  by 
the  Lebanon Crisis t o  a s t a t i o n  southeas t  of  Crete,  and on 8 Apr i l  1976 
CDR L. HEBERT re l i eved  CDR W. A.  PUTNAM t o  become VAW-123's t e n t h  Comrnand- 
ing  Off icer .  Ceremonies were held on board USS SARATOGA a s  she s a i l e d  t o  
the  s t a t i o n  south of  Crete. After  a rendezvous with TF61 Amphibious Units ,  
SARATOGA operated f o r  33 days i n  prepara t ion  f o r  Operation FLUID D R I V E ,  
t he  contingency plan f o r  t h e  evacuation of  U.S. and o the r  t h i r d  country 
na t iona l s  from Lebanon. Specia l  cons idera t ion  during t h i s  period was plac-
ed on maintaining secure  autocat  l i n k  between CTF-60 and CTF-61. Addition-
a l l y ,  tests were conducted t o  determine t h e  ranges a t  which secure au toca t s  
could be maintained between por table  USMC radios  and Task Force Commander. 
I n  view of the  heavy build-up of  t h e  Sovie t  Mediterranean Squadron i n  the  
a r e a ,  considerable emphasis was placed on maintaining accura te  Surface,  
Subsurface Search Coordination a s  w e l l  a s  exerc is ing  f leet  a i r  defense. 



The e n t i r e  airwing seemed t o  t h r i v e  on t h i s  extended opera t ing  period i n  
t h a t  East  Mediterranean opera t ions  afforded t h e  opportunity t o  opera te  
with r e l a t i v e l y  fewer r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  a r e a l i s t i c  environment. During 
non-flying periods the  squadron maintained around-the-clock 15 minute 
a l e r t s .  

During EMED opera t ions  CVW-3 pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  two CENT0 exerc ises .  
SHABAZ '76' cons is ted  of high l e v e l  a t t a c k s  flown t o  t e s t  the  Turkish air  
defense system, while DON'T JOKE involved two days of  s t ruc tu red  jamming 
f l i g h t s  by EA-6B a i r c r a f t  aga ins t  various s i t e s  i n  Turkey. I n  view of 
severe  t ime/distance c o n s t r a i n t s  t o  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a s ,  t h e  SCREWTOPS pro- 
vided f l i g h t  following a s  w e l l  a s  tanker rendezvous con t ro l  f o r  inbound 
and outbound s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t .  

On 27 and 28 Apri l  t h e  squadron pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  Exercise VIKING-
SHAMROCK, the  ob jec t ives  o f  which included t h e  surfacelsubsurface  sur- 
ve i l l ance  of FOXTROT submarines. Operations were conducted from sunse t  
t o  s u n r i s e  with S-3 and SH-3 a i r c r a f t .  On s t a t i o n  t h e  E-2C provided 
rada r  and ESM surve i l l ance ,  con t ro l  of p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a i r c r a f t ,  and li-
a i son  with the  SARATOGA T a c t i c a l  Support Center. A major outcome of the  
exe rc i se  was an increased i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r o l e  of t h e  E-2C i n  
t h e  ASW problem and an e f f o r t  t o  f u r t h e r  develop coordinated t a c t i c s  f o r  
the  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  E-2C/S-3/SH-3/TSC team. 

On 7 May a c a r r i e r  vs c a r r i e r  (PASSEX) exerc i se  was conducted i n  the  
Ionian Sea a s  AMERICA steamed t o  r e l i e v e  SARATOGA i n  the  Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. One E-2C was launched with four  5-3 a i r c r a f t  t o  coordinate the  
SSSC evolut ions.  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  AMERICA was v i s u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
a f t e r  i n i t i a l  RF SINS e m i s s i o n s  were detec ted  by the  E-2C. AMERICA'S 
loca t ion  was passed t o  t h e  SARATOGA v i a  Link 11 and 5-3 a i r c r a f t  were as-
signed t o  maintain su rve i l l ance  u n t i l  t h e  a t t a c k  phase of t h e  exe rc i se  
commenced. A s  a seczond E-2C was launched t o  provide AAW f o r c e  defense 
and CAP con t ro l ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  E-2C con t ro l l ed  a low a l t i t u d e  Alpha s t r i k e  
while pos i t ioning S-3's a s  decoys. The exe rc i se  terminated as SARATOGA1s 
s t r i k e  group penetrated undetected t o  execute i t s  a t t a c k  while AMERICA'S 
F-14's were engaging the  decoy S-3's. CVW-3 EA-6B1s provided jamming 
aga ins t  a c t i v e  F-14 a i r c r a f t .  

Exercise DAWN PATROL was i n i t i a l l y  scheduled from 3 - 12  May but  
Eastern Mediterranean opera t ions  precluded f u l l  CTF 60 pa r t i c ipa t ion .  
Nonetheless, DAWN PATROL provided t h e  opportunity t o  t r a i n  i n  an  inten- 
s i v e  a n t i - a i r  warfare environment. Mult inat ional  opera t ions  were con-
ducted i n  t h e  Ionian and Tyrrhenian Seas with the  French Car r i e r  
CLEMENCEAU as w e l l  as s e v e r a l  I t a l i a n  and French escor t s .  A i r  opposi t ion 
was supplied by USAFE a i r c r a f t ,  cons i s t ing  of 10-15 s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  (RF4, 
F-4 and F-111) with EB-66, EC-121 and KC-135 support  a s s e t s  a s s i s t i n g .  



LINK 11proved except ional ly  r e l i a b l e  throughout t h e  exe rc i se  with the  
I t a l i a n  and F ~ e n c h  NTDS u n i t s  being p a r t i c u l a r l y  noteworthy. The EA-6B 
was used extens ively  i n  conjunction with a i rborne  E-2C's t o  enhance long 
range su rve i l l ance  by c o r r e l a t i n g  pass ive  and a c t i v e  sensor% i n  de tec t ion  
of inbound r a i d e r s .  These j o i n t  t a c t i c s  were a major f a c t o r  i n  the  success-
f u l  accomplishment of  the  f l e e t  a i r  defense mission. 

During June and e a r l y  Ju ly  the  squadron operatbd i n  the  Western Med- 
i t e r ranean  i n  four  s h o r t ,  y e t  in tens ive ,  at-sea periods.  Major exe rc i ses  
included Exercise DON'T JOKE (Phase 111, a NATO l i v e  Elec t ronic  Counter 
Counter Measures Evaluation flown i n  I t a l i a n  a i r space ;  two SIXTHFLT 
SCREAMING EAGLE Exercises and a MISSILEX. Routine t r a i n i n g  consis ted  of  
AAW, War a t  Sea ant i -sh ip  s t r i k e s ,  combined VAW/VF/VAQ opera t ions ,  two 
Alpha S t r i k e s ,  and two EMCON recover ies .  

On t h e  evening of  4 June 1976 a s  the  SARATOGA/CVW-3 team was com- 
p l e t i n g  a f i n a l  n igh t  of  a i r  opera t ions  p r i o r  t o  a scheduled i n p o r t  v i s i t ,  
SARATOGA suffered  an engineering casua l ty  which resu l t ed  i n  the  complete 
l o s s  o f  on-deck l i g h t i n g ,  l e n s ,  r ada r  con t ro l  and communications. A t o t a l  
of 15  a i r c r a f t  were a i rborne  with recovery i n  progress.  Limited tanker 
f u e l  was ava i l ab le .  The a v a i l a b l e  d i v e r t  f i e l d  a s  wel l  as the  weather was 
l e s s  than des i rab le ,  and the  time delay t o  r e s t o r e  the  s h i p ' s  recovery cap- 
a b i l i t y  was unknown. This complex emergency s i t u a t i o n  was responded t o  i n  
a most profess ional  and aggressive manner by a l l  concerned both i n  the  a i r  
and on t h e  ship .  The a i rborne  E-2C rees tab l i shed  the  marshal1 p a t t e r n ,  
e f fec ted  the  necessary tanker rendezvous f o r  the  low s t a t e  a i r c r a f t ,  suc-
c e s s f u l l y  vectored s i x  a i rborne  a i r c r a f t  t o  the  d i v e r t  f i e l d  while main- 
t a i n i n g  t h e  remaining a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  u n t i l  t he  s h i p  had recovered 
f u l l  system capab i l i ty .  Communications between t h e  sh ip ,  the  a i rborne  
a i r c r a f t ,  and the  d i v e r t  f i e l d  were maintained by using an on-deck E-2C. 

After  turnover with NIMITZ, SARATOGA headed west, and the  squadron 
returned t o  NORVA on 26 Ju ly  1976 having completed t h e  most successful  
E-2C deployment t o  da te .  The SCREWTOPS began t h e i r  normal maintenance 
checks and inspect ions  on 29 Ju ly  and supported continuous scheduling, 
maintaining t h e i r  readiness ,  a s  did the  e n t i r e  a i r  wing of  CVW-3 and 
USS SARATOGA. 

August through October were very busy months f o r  the  SCREWTOPS pro- 
v id ing range con t ro l  f o r  miss i l e  exe rc i ses  o f f  t h e  Virgin ia  coas t  a s  wel l  
a s  sus ta in ing  t h e i r  opera t ional  readiness  i n  i n t e r c e p t  con t ro l .  Throughout 
t h i s  period they completed 87% of  t h e i r  scheduled s o r t i e s .  

On 8 November, VAW-123 departed NORVA f o r  Roosevelt Roads, PR, where 
the  squadron underwent 3 days of t r a i n i n g  with t h e  E-2C PDS system a t  the  
At lan t i c  F lee t  Weapons Training F a c i l i t y .  The purpose of  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
was t o  evaluate  the  E-2C1s a b i l i t y  t o  d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and l o c a t e  Soviet  
shipboard and ant i -sh ip  m i s s i l e  defense emi t t e r s .  A t o t a l  of  t h i r t e e n  
s o r t i e s  were flown by VAW-123, completing a highly success fu l  deployment. 



VAW-123 left Puerto Rico on November 12th for a week of training 

with CVW-3 at NAS Cecil. The SCREWTOPS provided strike control for co- 

ordinated attacks against Pinecastle target range and USS INDEPENDENCE 

and its air wing. The week was completed with a mining exercise at 

Andros Island in which the E-2C1s provided directional information and 

maintained separation between three sorties of aircraft. 


The SCREWTOPS returned to NORVA on 20 November upon completion of 

exercises with CVW-3. They immediately entered a period of intensive 

Field Carrier Landing Practice in preparation for carrier qualifications 

in the beginning of December. The value of this training was proven 

from 6 to 8 December at NAS Jacksonville, where VAW-123 was able to 

qualify its pilots for carrier landings a day ahead of schedule. 


The year was completed with a return to NORVA and fina1,preparation 

for type training in 1977. The SCREWTOPpaircraft and men were ready for 

another deployment aboard USS SARATOGA. 



