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1 8  DEC - 5 J A N  INPORT PALMA 

6 JAN . ENROUTE NAPLES 

7 JAN ANCHOR NAPLES/FLAG S H I F T / O F F  LOAD 7 2 2  

8 JAN - 1 3  JAN OPERATIONS EASTERN MED 

1 4  JAN - 1 7  JAN INPORT I Z M I R  

18 JAN - 2 7  JAN O P S  MED 

28 JAN - 31 J A N  INPORT ROTA 

1 F E B  - 6 F E B  EXERCISE LOCKED GATE 

7 F E B  - 1 2  F E B  INPORT LISBON 

1 3  F E B  - 1 4  F E B  ENROUTE MALAGA 

1 5  F E B  - 2 3  F E B  INPORT MALAGA ( 2 E 2 C  'S ROTA) 

2 4  FEB - 2 5  F E B  ENROUTE CASABLANCA 

2 6  F E B  - 2 MAR INPORT CASABLANCA 

3 MAR O P S  EASTLANT 


4 MAR - 8 MAR INPORT ROTA 


8 MAR - 1 9  MAR ENROUTE N.S. MAYPORT FLA. 

2 0  MAR - 2 7  MAY SHORE BASED NAS NORFOLK 

2 7  MAY - 2 JUN EXERCISE SHOLID S H I E L D  

2 JUN - 9 AUG SHORE BASED NAS NO*OLK 

9 AUG - 2 4  AUG C W - 3  WEAPONS DET. YUMA, AZ 

2 5  AUG - 13 OCT SHORE BASED NAS NORFOLK 

1 4  OCT - 2 2  OCT TYT-1 USS  SARATOGA 

2 3  OCT - 2 6  NOV TYT-2 NAS NORFOLK 

2 6  NOV - 1 8  DEC TYT-3 ORE USS SARATOGA 

15 DEC - 7 JAN SHORE BASED NAS NORFOLK 

CONFIDENTIAL 



DECLASSIFIED 

HISTORY OF VAW-123 
1 January - 31 December 1975 

(U) The year 1975 began with the "Screwtops" at mid-cruise in the 
beautiful haven of Palma de Mallorca, where the men of VAW-123 enjoyed 
relaxation after many skillful days of dedicated operations. This 
cruise was the first for the E X ,  and VAW-123 took pride in exercising 
the capabilities available in this newest and most highly advanced AEW 
platform. 

(C) After the Flag shift in Naples, Italy on the 7th of January 1975 
the "Screwtops" moved into the Eastern Mediterranean Sea where experi- 
enced teams took the opportunity to expand their new system and expose 
our NATO Allies to the vast capabilities incorporated in the new E2C 
"HAWKEYE". ' During the course of VAW-123's deployment aboard USS 
SARATOGA, the squadron had been tasked to provide a myriad of missions, 
including AEW, ASW, SSC, AIC, ASMD, EMCON approach control, Link 11, 
Link 4A, ASW, and ESM. While it was obvious that all these missions 
could not be conducted simultaneously, it had nevertheless become 
quite apparent that the simultaneous mission capability of the E2C was 
far greater than that of it's predecessors. This is directly attri- 
butable to the greatly improved technology in the area of automatic 
detection, tracking, correlation, and digital communication, which 
have been incorporated into this aircraft. 

(C) On 7 January AC 722 was off loaded to the USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) 
for transit back to CONUS for repairs after the aircraft was damaged 
when a jet blast deflector was raised into the turning starboard pro- 
pellor. Flight operations then commenced in the Aegean Sea for the 
first really landlocked flight experience for most of the "~crewt-op"' . 
aircrews, in a flying area that was confined to a 20 by 70 nautical 
mile box. In landlocked operations the major problem was not so 
much the excessive land return, but in finding an efficient station 
for the "Hummer" to work in, without interfering with other aircraft. 

(U) The operating period was broken for four days in Izmir, Turkey 

where the "Screwtops" worked to get their aircraft well as the crew 

tuned up for the next operational period. Izmir proved to be an 

unusual but very enjoyable port due to the many tours of the city 

and country as well as all the shops, where squadron shipmates took 

advantage of the local products. 


(C) During the 18 to 27 January at sea period emphasis was placed on 

SSSC and AI/ACM mission where the E2C was used as an AEW platform, as 

well as detecting and directing aircraft over surface contacts for 

identification, and the interception of airborne contact for identi- 

fication, During Eastern Mediterranean operations increased emphasds 

was placedon CAP/Link 4A, and Link 11 coordination and FAN Net pro- 

cedures on the LAaW Net with significant improvement in both areas. 

Utilization during this period of the Link 11 network control from 

E2C aircraft was shown to be a successful backup for a task force 




net control station. The E2C Passive Detection System again proved 

its worth;during this period in that it provided early hetection of 

Soviet Surface units and successfully fixed their position utilizing 

an integrated computer association system. 


(c) After resting in Rota, Spain the Sara along with the !'Screwtopsw 

participated in the multi-nation NATO aperation Exercise Locked Gate 

in the Eastern Atlantic, near Gibralter. The operation was designed 

to exercise the task group in sea lane control, and denial of passage 

through a choke point to enemy submarines. Due to the nature of the 

exercise, emphasis for the "Screwtops" was placed on the SSSC and the 

Anti-Submarine Warfare mission. Due to the loss of aircraft 722 in 

December's flight deck accident, the "hot spin" was again relied upon 

to meet the 35 sorties flown during this exercise, in which 20 sorties 

were covered by the same aircraft. .During one phase of the exercise 

one aircraft flew six consecutive double cycle sorties for 18.4 hours 

continuous operating time. 


(u) After Exercise Locked Gate, the sunny moderate weather of the 

Western Mediterranean provided an opportunity for VAW-123 to host 

several visits from commands interested in observing E2C operations. 

The representative of headquarters, U.S. Air Forces Europe was one 

of these visitors, followed later in February with four members of 

the Royal Air Force from the British Defense Ministry. 


(U) On 12 February 1975 the Sara left Lisbon and sailed to Malaga, 
Spain where VAW-123 along with the SARATOGA Air Wing Flew aircraft 
to Rota, Spain for shorebased training operations off the coast, o£ 
Spain. VAW-123 flew its two aircraft back aboard as the Sara was -
enroute to Casablanca, Morocco, 24 February 1975. 

(u) Due to rough seas, VAW-123 spent little time ashore in Casablanca 

and on 2 March the Sara returned to Rota where on 8 March the ship and 

air wing began the long journey back to Naval Station, Mayport, Flordia. 

This highly successful cruise, which'witnessed the introduction of the 

worlds mostad~ancedAirborne Early Warning Platform, concluded in mid- 

March with the return of the "Screwtops" to NAS Norfolk. 


(U) April and May were devoted to the training of maintenance personnel 

and flight crews during shorebased operations off the Virginia Capes. 

On 4 April, 1975 CDR W. A; PUTNAM became the squadron's ninth Commanding 

Officer, relieving CDR C. K. HUTCHINSON in ceremonies on board NAS Nor- 

folk, and CDR L. HEBERT became Executive Officer of the "Screwtops". 


($0)FCLP's occupied the first half of May with Carrier refresher land- 
ings, followed by Exercise Solid Shield off the North Carolina Coast 
on May 27th. 

(C)During Exercise Solid Shield VAW-123 provided seven days of Command 
and Control operation, utilizing ECM/ESM, Intercept Control, and coor- 
dinated task fokce operations. SARATOGA'S TACAIR operations during the 
exercise required the squadron to provide a'12 hour AEW coverage and con- 
trol of CAP and SSSC aircraft with the other 12 hours being devoted to 



supporting ASW operations. The interservice exercise was a complete 

success demonstrating again the vast capabilities of the E2C. The 

"Screwtops" successfully flew around the clock for six days with a loss 

of only three sorties. 


(u) Beginning August 9th, VAW-123 operated for two weeks as primary 

controller for the CVW-3 Weapons Detachment, Yuma, Arizona. The E2C 

operated as primary strike intercept controller for the Wing's bombing 

and intercept exercises. 


(U) October 14th, VAW-123 began Type raining work-ups for the 1976 

deployment aboard USS SARATOGA. S his training period was very effect- 

ive in getting the new pilots and NFOts acquainted with shipboard life 

as well as accustomed to CV operations. This brought VAW-123's many 

experts together with their new counterparts, to enhance, and bring 

the navy expertise in air control/sea control to a head. 


(u) At 1100, 3 November 1975, VAW-123 was the proud recipient of the 

1975 Battle Efficiency "E" Award and the CNO Aviation Safety Award. 

In ceremonies held in Hangar SP1 NAS Norfolk, Virginia, Rear Admiral 

J; H. SCOTT, Commander Tactical Wings Atlantic delivered the awards to 

CDR W. A. PUTNAM, Commanding Officer. 


(U) November 16, 1975 VAW-123 received the COMNAVAIRLANT Safety Cita- 

tion from Vice Admiral H. E. GREER for seven years accident free opera- 

tions for the period 17 October 1968 to 16 October 1975. 


(U) Type Training Two was spent in NAS Norfolk, working with theaCVW-3 , 
aircraft out of NAS Oceana as well as many hours of presentations and ,-

discussions of the different areas of CV operations and control. 

(U) In November, VAW-123 moved aboard USS SARATOGA for,the final train- 

ing phase and Operational Readiness Evaluation. During the ORE the 

squadron operated 24 hours a day providing AEW and receiving more 

practical experience in doing what the "Screwtops" do best. The ORE 

was very successful for SARATOGA and CVW-3 with VAW-123 receiving a 

grade of Outstanding. 


(U) VAW-123 spent Christmas at home in Norfolk preparing for the up- 

coming deployment to the Mediterranean Sea scheduled for January 7, 1976. 




THE ODYSSEY 

1 

The hiatory of VAW-123 begtns w i t h  the cmmisaioning of VAW-12. ~ off ic ial ly  known ao Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron TWELVE, 
VAW-3.2 was cormi.aflioned in 1948 at:Norfolk, Virghia,  moved to I 
Qunnsat Point, Wlode Xelaizd, and then re-iruxned t o  Marfolk in 1962, 
During i t s  history the oxganixaldon of VAW-12 haa changed inteinally 
many tirnes, witJ1 tha latest  change baing tho rsorganieatlon of VAW-12 
as Carrier AJ.rbnrne Enray Warning Vlbng WEWE and the commi~slioning 
of w3.1 E-2A as indopendent squadrons, As a Reeult: of th isd a t a ~ ! ~ a n t s  
rcoxg~nizntSon'VAM-12 Detcacl?nent 59 was commissioned VAW-123 on 1 April 
1,967 under Lhs command of CDR L, W. HILL, I 

In June 1967, VAW-123, aa part of CVW-17 aboard USS FORRXSTAL, 
becnrrt3 the first: East  Coant E-2A squadron to daploy to WESTPAC, Tho 
Fk"RREt"9TF4r8tragic fire on Ju3.g 29 , ,  1967, forced an early return t o  
Ihe United States; however, tho opnrational-e-paxionce and knowledge 
gained proved invaluable in achievtng a high state of xeadiness, 

Prom Ssytcmdmt 1967 to .'July 1968, VRW-123 was prsmarily based a l  
t;k& NnvaL A i r  Station, Norfolk, Virginia, On 16 April 1968, CDR K, G, 
SMZ'1'EI +aXieved CDH HXLL as Camanding Officer, VAW-123 then embarked 
aboard UGS FOmSTAL for a xefxeal~ertraining period with the Second 
Flxa.l= which included a brief  stop at: Montego Bay,/ Jamalca, 

' 

On 22 July  1960, after a ohart Operational Raadinaas XnspeatBcn 
deployment: oarliex that,nlo~th,VAPd-1.23 and USS E'OIW!STAI, deployed t s 
the  Blxth Fleet for: highly successful operatione marred only by f i  
txzigic.? accident which claimed kfre :l.i.vea of three VAW-123 of.'fj.c,+.',.n"8.743 - , . ' 
r7n E-2A aircraft, En l n t o  April 1969, VAti-123 eetuxned kc2 2.T;rS kloxi'f);k . ' 
~ i r l r l  on 9 May CDR C ,  J, nEmlliU3, Jx, , xelfcved CUR ,L;MI.TIl a s  Ct>r~\?iil i )llil 3k 4 

Qfk$.cf3r* 
I 

Xn Flarch 1970, VP,H--123 pteuantad tho C O ~ i W A S ~ N Twas D a k f ~ 9 ~  
I::%i-l.cit?ncyAward for au.tetan8ing oyrsra'cianp; during the p e ~ i o i i1 -yrJ ~ l r  

. l?r;R 60 31 Dac:st16ar 1969, 

Fol f(-rxJ.ng alevan months aahoze. at fIA3 NorCollrPV i r  g$nf.a, ' t ; t TJ - .  : 2 2 
j i i  ;.f!.*7+:1 CVM- 3 al:(:t-trd USS SAR!!TIOGA (CifA-60 1 for Geetond Fleet. O.p?l*o '. I :I : 

3 r r t  Irrg npx.i.1 of 1930, 

on 1 2  May 5970 at NRS rJnrEoSk, CDR W, 'R, EI;tS, Jr, , zcZ LF!I,C I1: 13.1 
t1,, J, PI.~I?J!Il!3r J'rg.,, to h/acol:)e ?!he :?c,junrlro.rr9n fouxth caiamand-l.nrj0 7  . i r - ,, 
).'!?,? saq*i.".clranreturned to SAR?TQGA for the ORT D,n mrLy JIRP-, ( ; b i  7 s  % 

1-f; i r  a f  Jl.tna Sn"r.3.fiTOr;A depaxtcc:I l-qi1);F(2nt, Pkarida, $ou tho M:*tl .ZS -I" I ; - . f . r  



17 . i t \  IC 1970 and ApxiI isS?l.,YAW-123 t~annitJr.onn,dn I r o v ~ l ~ b l ) ~ r  to the 
new i2--2B rrrlric12 has a highly a6vmcad cm~iputorayatem. In A p r i l  1971, 
VAW-123 returned to USS SARATOGA for slmkedom operations i n  %dieJack-
as1zvf23e area. Xn early April, while at sea, CDR Glen G, DEBRODER 
rclieverd CDR W. R, EELS, Jr., as the oqundrans fifth Commanding Officer, 

Xn Jy.~o..eSnrataga departed for the XiTedPtewsanean, The 1971 
deplwfri:*trt. :&:as tsighly ~rrccesafuland, 8 1 ~ 3ng this t i m e ,  VAW-123 won 
CVv;-*f3";:3 rfafdcn tail hook award for ~ W Qmuntha and Saratmgaesfirat 
H ~ . ~ S . S , I , ~ $  T11a squadron was unit to partic1gatel i . ty  Award. the' sirst 
In an? czvaluate ASFJ operatisna under the CV Lata in October 
v&kil-.1%3x'et ut:ncd to N A S  Norfolk, 

F ~ a j nF:avcsber 1971 to February 1972 the squadron pxspajred for 
431s type  kxa.j.ning daplayment and the Operational ' Readinaas Evaxuation 
dll~:ii)g *khi:month of March aboard USS SARATOGA j€?r;R-60) , 

Qn 11 April 1972, w i t h  three dqw notice, VAW-123 conducted na 
errlergeficy deploymr;?ntto Southcaat Aloia in reagonoe to the nrasaiva 
iJcqe;b V l c ~ t ~ ~ a n n e s eBaater crffsnnive, Conmtencirig combat ~ p s x n t i ~ n ~art 
Iff f.!.~-f 19'72 VAP7-123 provided support .Eon: 8NUiTUGA and Air Wing THRLE 
Ear next elght months during oe. im Gulf of Tonkin l ine  pariods, 
D w r - $ r ~ q  tho  dcpl.o~ym~nt,the squadron. 2Lew over 2500 accident free hours 
and !!as the recipient oe the Crlo and COFlNRhbAXR.LANC Annual Safety 
Awt.~du, VAW-L23 xett~xnedto the Unitsd States an 12 February 1973 
aftex: a ten  naoaith absence from I?AS Norfolk. 

tlpozl coznpletion o f  past BLeploy~t~~i~tstanl;2.--dc:!wn, CIIR Re A, SpGF 
ralicved CDR J* D. WIRISON, Jr, an tha aqnadron'm aevonth Commnndix-j 

-- . 1 

O;L"ff.ceron 9 April 1973, A t  those cersrno~zi~s.tho squadron wrls 
~xw:\utla:d thc CONIlAVAlIUXNT Xlattlo RCZicdcncy "R" as the forcr,rroflPrt;?ti'  
squa41-on In the H a v a l  A i r  Force, At1a!~k,-icY l n s t ,  Un 19 On.t-oh.:-r 8.9 3 ,. 
elre cyuadron was presented the CNO Sa.aEoty Award  for the secoricl c c ~ ~  
nocutiva yenx at csr'aplonfen at NAS WrrfoJ-k, 

';T 1 . ~  ?sillrtf rtcr." , tsn~ningmonths wore dedica3;e~lto i7-2C tratw.itl.on 
cr,\r.3*!*.-tcdat Grll117rn~nAeraapace Corp~?r;zt$o~z,Uc?hpaye, M:::w Yor:!*, i l l  
" 7 s  1x1 ol I-nspcction and Survey triz3 :; nk Vako cent River, lE ~ , A z ~1 r ~ l ' a  

i ;:I I ;rj FToT'~~ l ka VAV?-123 0fi'$3.~iaI3.~ f 1.1' 1  ?J:!c~'~T~IQt i l e  E ? " S " J ~?<.=,;!(:' 
with 'th3 dalAvexy of i t s  g.i.~-*ltnJ.1-c,:.rn::t: 

'r'1.eyz?vx l.9'74 ushered i n  extcnzj.vc? 'crtrixkilng ef2nr.i-s w i t i t  c;..- I #.  + 

* , t8n' i I: 4 c';\t,.%on~ I;ENPIE;DY on i.n pa, c- - *:at..lo;rrdUSS J, P ,  and pz,x.i: 'ic'~i.pat.j 
! ! 'Cl; ~~'.:-:t:, SlLVsR TISRSIAT AND COFlEn'.l'S:fSl3X;. On 26 Apr i . l  1974 r Clll, r - it 

+ I !  r ' i  ' i l  N!;(iY re1ievcd CIJR Rp A r SAGE 4-u becumla l l w  squadran's -.i.cfh :,J 

i3..r+l'."ivii;igQEflccr-

.*.. I J :.I Aprj.1 and May of thst yir,n,?r, VXi:I-,l.23 part i .( : ip%td 11-1t.? ' J ' C ~ ' ~ . !tr ::: 
r"-:"$ tig ouk of NAG Jackuonvil;C~,Fl.-u-i,r?a.. Th!s was f03 ' r.  :., *-1 A,;: 

(. *;- L - r  qua1i.ficat.iono June abonxa IJS$ SAHATOCjB. in tke ( ; r l - t ~ a ? ~ , - t ;  , J+ 

1 ; ~ 1 , , < ?  (:lTbnol3esrnl:ing area. Durj11g J1x3.y alld Atxyush the  "Scxct.ri.t>j~.r" 
r i l . + T  . l.sd tlleir type training aboa7~*C!Sl!RAll'OGP, in pxepnratj.orl for: a 

t t  errrber departure to the Meddteasancan, 

: 
 :3"x1 1'1'Plovctnb*.tr$5on 7 . 




The F~emierE-2C deployment began on 27 September 1974 when four 
E-2C's El .ew aboard USS SARATOGA ad she proceeded eastwaxd from Maypoxti 
F'lnrcli;., 4-lroute to the Mediterranean. Ths squadron quickly exploited 
tllc anormolls capabilities of the E-2C and, bui ld ing  upgn its outstand-
it!? I-cpn:.akion, made its presence known throughqut the European 
k I , ? ' i l  i.s h i.ghly successful cruise which witnessad t lze  in.t..ri>c;clcti o n  
c- i v:.;u;:4 .Is 1tlt.s t sndvanc~dairborne early warning plztform was (:~;1-q : 1 1 ~ i  

a ' .  t! . - ,~i$ 1 1  ,nXil-Mi\rch 1975 with  the squadrc.~'~rehrn to NAS Noi"Eo:'.k. 
! 

,f 3 ,  Iip.tr 2 E 1.9'75 CUR W. A. PUTNAM 'became t h e  Squadron' s ninth Ct)rrln j n  X-. 

7 8 ,  , c f L - i c . ~ .I: r.el.leving CDR C. K. HUTCHINSON in crjrern0ni.c~on bos rtl \]AS 

, 1:~. LE , \;A. , tr_i.th CDR L. HEBERT rep~xtingas .t;ht3 "6cs:ewtops" E:x(!c ti ,VE
+ 

l. i.i.:t.!::. I 

iI ,  

Itli.ttr, VA?J 123 particj.pated in the 10-day mult5--service exem i . 3 ~  

: 1 1  x L I ~Sri:i:1ST,D aboard USS Si1RATOGA in khe ~acksonvi'f , leOPAWA. 


:.:I Allqv.sk. 1375  the "Szrewtops" operated as &.mars controllor: Pox 
*-

I.-* r:TTt7--: t"t>npor:nDeploymc?nt: at Y t ~ m a ,  Arizona, f?ollot.rad In Ocix.htsr by 
, I *  ( . . t ' d n , : i l ~ e n \ r t n . t : .  Type Training on board USS SAIRTOGA in preparation liorof 

i 1 January  1!"?6 lleditsrranean deployment, I' 

i 
(''I!, 3 Novzniber VAW 123 recei-ved .I:hc COMNi?yAXPLr,&.N!P Cattle E f i : i c i  

1 . , ,:.-,\.&:; { R , : l t t l c  " E " )  arid CNO Avi:it.ic>il 8 f o r  q . ~ 't i :S a f e t y  h;.1?1i.d7 f~ S C Z Z ~ .  
..,.., . .. ,  . . i:oX?owo.il .'j..3ter ClO!.iNli'V'A:r: '3:[LFI.)1T7.'Fa fety Cl'j.1. ?i,':ithat moil th Ly t ! . tcz.  !.i 

; < - \  '.. 
.. .. I .-!V("!: ye:~r:; cicrc:iden-t free ot:.cra<riljns. t. .+ - . # 
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