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SUMMARY OF EVEXPS 
1 JAN 1973 - 31 DEC 1973 

1 J w - 8  J m - - - - - - - - m - - - - - - 	 SPECXAL OPERATIqlNS; YUJKEE 
STATIOW IN SmPPORT OF LINE-
BACKER XI. 

10 JAW - 11 JAN - - - - - - a - - - - - -	INPORT SUBIC BAY, R. P.  

f 3 ~ - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 SQUADRON PERSONNEL AND EQUIP-
NENT AIRLIFTED FROM RS -3-
PORT, FLA. TO 100RFOLKo 

~ 3 ~ ~ - 1 3 ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -POST DEPLOYMENT STANMX)WLO. 

~ 4 ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ C E P ~ P I # A ~ l [ N @  
FOR E-2C TRANSITZON, 

9 ~ 8 -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - C I ) R R .  A, SAGE R E L m . D ' C =  
J. D. LARISON, JR. AS .CWMhND-
I N O  OFFICER, VAW-123 I8 WARD-
ED TffE COMNAVAIRLANT B1TntE 
EPFICIENCY *El AT CElMGE OF 
CoMMMD.CEREMONIES. 

2 5 A 0 , G - 2 6 m 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	 SQUmRm PARPICIPATED .fN SrPATZC 
DISPIAY M D  AIR SHOW @! LCAS 
OCEMA WZTB E-2C A1RCWW.T. 

1 9 ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - 1 2 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ 0 ~ ~ ' ~ f t  

AOlARD FOR TRE SECOND CONSECtf-
TfVB YEAR BY v m  H I m L I S ,  
COMNAVAIRtAWT I??CEmWO#I&S 
AT NAS NORPVLX. 

2 5 0 C T l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SQUAbROlO WmT UN WRT DBP'CON 
3 AS A RESULT OF T2iE ARAB-
ISRAELI CONFLICP, 



15-1) - . . . - - . I"-I I- . I -- . . . . I . l i~.. . . . .SQUADR014 RECETVED ITS FIRST 
E-2C AIIiCRAErP FR6M GRUMMAW 
AEROEIPACB CORPORATION. 

19 WWWI- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - AbJl PQI[J,LXAM Ma Wam R D m D  
AS A RBSULT OF XU&TIPLE GUM 
SHOT 0IK)UWDS RECBXVED DURING 
M ASSBOLT. 




NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 

1 JAN 1973 - 31 DEC 1973 


The year 1973 ams a roller-esa~tertwelve months for VAW-123. 
From the peaks of Southeast Asia combat support missions and the 
introduction of Me E-2C to the fleet, to the val ley of shore bas-
ing without a i rcraf t  for  seven m;lths, the squadron was faced with 
d ive r s i ty  and advetrsity. 

The hearlding of 1973 found VAW-123 on the  l i n e  at Yankee 
Station aeeply embroiled in LXNEBACKER fX cornbat support operations. 
These operations concluded when the US8 SAFWTOGA and CVW-3 moved 
south t o  Dixie Station an 8 January and flew their l a s t  strikes of 
the Vietnam confliot on that day. From the G u l f  of Tonkin to Subic 
Bay, R. P. t he  squadron prepared far the long t r i p  back t o  the  East 
Canst of the U. S. w i t h  the realization that the highly sruccessful 
cruise to the coralsat none was dineally over, and the new era of the 
first fleet E-2C aquadson was about to begin, The teanafss  of the 
squadron's E-2Bs commenced at this tima as the S A M O G A  heaaed for 
a shor t  stay i n  Singapore m d  t h a ~on eo the U. S o  v ia  the fndia~ 
Ocean and South At$mtie which ~ k ahad traversed some nine monae 
e a r l i e r .  

Several crewmembers and squadron Man-of-the-Month selectees 
were a l lo t ed  spaces on the Early B i r d  flight6 and re turned  t o  
Norfolk in raid January to prepara faz ttks remainder off the squadron's 
arrival i n  February. This always happy sceasfarr took place on 12 
and 13 February with the f ly-in sf two squa8rsn aircraft on the 12th 
and t he  a P r l i f t  sf remaining squadron pes8oneol and equipment on the 
13th. With the advent of the re%wnsf VAW-123 to NAS NorfoUc, the 
30 day p e t  deployment s t a n d d m  eonaneneed t h e  transition period
Prom the E-2B to the E-2C. 

The next e igh t  month8 were f u l l  sf t r a in ing  and preparation for 
khe new a i r c r a f t ,  eoupJ& with various ceremonies and evolutions 
which kept VAW-123 i n  the  spallighqk. On 9 April CDR R, A. SAGE re-
lieved CDR J. D. LARISON, Jr. as the squadran's CcmmawdSng Officer, 
At the ceremonies, me COMNAVAIELmT Battle Efficiency 'E' was pse-
aented to the squadron, and WCM   was seleated as t he  
winner of the squadron's LCDR Jim I&, DEUM3Y !?+%emrial Award for the 
mist outstanding perfsmcnnoe durii'5g the previous year. On 16 June 
the aqundzon conducted 3.- annual Cyelops Road Rally which brought
a31 drivers the challenge of" a t k m d  esuree fol%owedby an all hande 
picnic. On 3 July,tAe ECBR Paul M. WRHGHT Safety Award, given 
annually to the squadron individual  who has done the most t o  f a e t e r  
safety pract ices ,  was awarded jointly tm AEB   and ADJ3 

, The squadron ks%ban aPB Hands P i c n i c  on 26 July 
a t  Breezy Park to heighten the s4a1mercactivftiea. 

On 25 and 26 August the squadron pw%fcipa%edi n  Me NBS 
Oseana Open House by providing a atatic display E-2C a i r c r a f t  and 
also providing an E-2C in t he  eMf.7-3 airshow. The E-2C aircraft 
were borrowed f r o m  WVAW-120, as VAW-123 exewe were eat t h i e  time 
going through ground and f l i g h t  sg9bPaburst txainfng in RVAW-I20 and 



had not received a f r c r a f t  sf  its own. 

On 19 September t h e  squadron empleted an Administrative 
Inspecttion conducted by Carmaxxler, Carr ier  Airborne Early Wambng 
Wing TWELVE. A l l  departments were graded satisfactory and the in-
arpection was oulminated by a personnel inspection and awards ceremony 
conducted by CAPT a. R. BCKGTEIN, Om 13 October the squadron held 
an Open House for family and friends as an adjunct to Navy Birthday.
Displays, movies, refreshrents  and favors for the children were i n  
the order of  the Bay. 

On 19 October i n  ceremonies at NAS Norfolk, VAW-123 was awarded 
the CNO Safety Award fox the second consecutive year. Making the 
presentation was VADM F. H, MICSWtmEIS, Commander Naval A i r  Forces, 
Atlantic i n  recognition of tthe squadron's continuing safety  record 
during the previous competitive year. 

Along with the zest sf the am& forces s f  the United States, 
the squdxon went i n t o  DEFCON !l!RREE on 25 Octobef in  response to 
developments in the Arab-Israel5 eonflfct. With no aircraft asseta 
the squa&fonls prbenry emphasis was on Pnereaeed securi ty  i n  the 
squadron area of NAS Norfolk. 

The wlminatPon of preparation and wafting reached f ru i t ion  
an PS November when M e  squadron received its firsrt  E-2C aircraf t  
from Grumntan Aerospace Corpra t f sn  i n  Long Psland, N. Y e  The ad-
vmeed model of  the HBWKIPYle early warning and c s m m d  an4 control  
a i r c r a f t  was followed by three a t h t ? ~ ~in rapid succession w i t h  the 
f u l l  cmpltimnt of four being achieved on 22 December. An inmediate 
schedule of systems t ra in ing  Plights and p i l o t  FCLP and refresher 
training was aommenced in preparation for exercises t o  be conducted 
in January 1974, and eventual deployment of the squadron as the 
f i r s t  E-2C squadron i n  the  fleet, 

The squadron was shocked and saddened by the death of AD31 
William Me IFUUER on 19 Nsvewber,  Petty Officer FULLER died from 
multiple gunshot wounde, the victim off an aggravate6 assaul t  on 
the Naval Air Station at Norfolk. 

On 17 December, CAPT 3. W .  ECXSTESIN, COMC-ING !WELVE, 
~ n d t l c t e da oeremony f o r  squadron personnel receiving awards f o r  
Bndividual actions i n  the Vietnam esnflfct. This ceremony brought 
Cs full circle the year's acCsfvitiser which skarted in the waters 
of Vietnam and ended w i a  acknowbadlgemnt of the  aceamplishmgnt 
of the squadron menbsrs 3.n that area. With the pas t  duly recog-
nized, the squadron looks forward with eager ant ic ipat ion t o  the 
future of the E-2C and its impendimg deployment. 




