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January, Febmqr and Myah 0 'Pr84epIopent w 0 r k . a ~  

03 - rPrbu3red in U S  SARAKXIA (CVA-~O)Naval Stetion, Merpport, norido 

23-28 a Inport, bfnrl Skt ian ,  w r t ,  Florida 


28-03 - ~tsea in Jadcaop3ville operating area for type trlaiaing 


0&47 - Upa~aMon&lWudinese &mZua%5on off c w *  ole Jaukmnll le  


08 - Bsturn to NaM Air 3hti4n, Norfolk, Vir-a 


btlzbs 
..Do.L1I 

06 - Depl.ojrd aboard U3S SARAWA ( 4 3 ~ 4 0 )for CP 8vaXuaUon orrrirm 

11-12 - Cammeed SlkCOPJD 198iat operslt4aaa off tihe euaut of BdlZPIIda 

17-20 Ati&~m,mmk, &oXt~nd0 

21-22 - M o f p 1 b d  h WIG SWORD II m i - in Wtb I<ko 

2648 - ~cboragefiP of Cadis, 'Ebofa, 3pab 

28 P U J O ~UWOI@ mt~oi Gibrcrlfar bbmind &o Wedi- SW 

29-30 - CacdPated '11) ep8vaWw near Bdlear%e Ialmla 



10 - hmad tbm@ the S t i d t . 6  of  abrLjleor 

no23 - bfr,Spria 

19 habored at gsmmda 

21 - AXYBU& the el- opera-kiamfiein%* o f  Bamwh 

28 - 8pdmt1 d l e @ b ~ 4 ~ s ~  €NaMoa, MorfdU, 'OPrginioA% hvif ~ i p  





DECLASSlFlED 


BASIC NARRATIVB HI8lDRY 19in 

k g e ;  firm8 sqy- (VN-WQ-W U P ~ ~ S  (IWE -WXR I R R ~  
123) is camnnndad COlPmPaagr Elen 0.  BKBRODER, Wl. The squadrrrn is under 
the aMni8trative and operaUoolal control of Atfmk Cambr fir Wing TKRBlJ. 
CWT%~X?&-borne b l y  Wming Wag !IW&VI# serves a8 a Snperofaq Mthorl.tg
while a h o r e  at Naval A I r  ShUon,  Norfolk, VbgUa. Ihe intemml carlnd 
orgenitrrtloa i a  aa fcrllmr 

Rlot Tr8in;tng 
NR1 'r'rahdng 
mot SkurdPrdilsatim 
m SWBFdi ta t ian  
Cammications 
Air Intel-e 
&@.stered Pub3icafioxu

m h  
llnalye-
lmdiag Signal Officer 
Q.ound akrinfns OfPloer 
Flight Sch-88 
-8 curxl Records 
hpigotioa 
sudro l  
HUIZREVAC 
NBC 


In R m n h r  1970, VM-123 receivad a fleet o f  four Gnurmran E-2B 
wHMSEYIBnto replace the B 4 A  a;trcraf%. 'Ehe E3B, elthou@ unchanged in 
phyaioirl dinnen~lons,baa incorporated u%thin1te1intarnal s%l~ueture, 
~~modiiioaUoera inaludbg a highZy advanced omputer spatsm whloh 
provfdes hammed efficimcy and relZrabUiw. Fkca Janusry 197l through 
Mwcb 1971, operatlanil prioritlers were given to trarmftioning to this new 
aircraf't in raficiprtion of tbe upcmbg SIXTH Fleet deployment. 

B 19nrVN-323 deployad abeiWd US3 ShBAaDaA (CVA-) for 
pre-ogmmt wdc.ap. QI 9 Il"0?rflt 1979t, wkae at sea, Camandm 63Lm 0.mmoa%lRIlrslieY@d-u* R. SLS tm t2mmatlw meer*  fPte in 
Aprl l ,  fbe r q w h n  -946 a grule of IWmllent cm tbu aps~afionalreadt-
neua duat iop.  

mailto:&@.stered


VAW-u3 b v If's w a d  eXteIld8d SIXTH Fleet dvIm8at USS 
SARAMQA on 7 June 1971. %hiec d 8 e  wmld provide the iaitiil evaluation 
oi the cv c-~pt, incorporp%es me BI~BC~ICMIof mtia-8 
W a r e  (ASW) with that of the Attack Carrier A i r  mng. Fraa the outset 
VAW-X23 would  be able b mtltlate the eapaMllties of the E-29 as an ASW 
c a a w ~ daad platfm* 

Ihe first exercise of tbe cruise from 9-12 June 197l, off tbe corrat of 
Bermuda required VAW-U3 t o  prooide Uborne hr3y Warning (AW)olld surface, 
S U ~ - S U ~ I L C ~ ,S U ~ V ~ J U L C ~i n  ASW O W P ~ ~ O R W  During this period, E-2B con-
trollers u t U e d  We A?%% radar to produce h p r e ~ e i v eresult^ in this 
squadronat first enammter uith  sub+ur.&ce elements. A report of the 
exercise revealed that the E-2B prosecuted three surface contacts which were 
evaluated as me possible ond far0 co&Inngd subarines aperating at peris-
cape depth. 

ch 17 june 19n,f011owbg an unmmtful translant, S A R A ~ Aunchmed 
a% Oreenock, Scotland for  two days. V~W-b23'~1entry i n t o  fhe North Sea 
murkmi a Pirat for M E  squirrdrons. Upm leatrfng Qreenock, tS3e squadron 
perrkLciparM i n  operation "MAGIC SWORD Ifw;sn exercise which requfred E-2B 
radar surrreillaace for the attack and Etghter squadroue enroute t o  assigned 
atrike points 2n Denmark and Norway. 

doneluding operofiom In the North Sea, SARAIKMAdeparted for Rota, 
Sppfa where tnrnaver proceedings were oaanpletd with USS FQRRXBTAL on 
26 June 1971. 

In July, OM-123 visited tihe ports of Cameel, P'rance (1-5) artd Corfhi, 
m c e  (l4-22). Be twro operatbg pewtada of' tibe manth were blghlighted

Psutrsing Ewerciaes (PASSEX) w i t h  US8 F. D, ROOL3EWLT ond HIS LONDON. 
VM-123 w o s  tpsked w l t h  fhe reapn~fb%aftyof fomiulatian and execution of 
at~archp l a ~for both PASSEX opecaWms. Tbe squadran proved to be mp(scb3.y 
effective in a c c ~ l i s h i n gthee8 ralaafcmsp 

Comp1.t)tel.y unaware of a 8-s of even- which would greefOy alter the 
of Ule cruise, VAW-123 pSOIU?,eI. ~ O U S I ~waited SARAMOA' S &PaZ 

at  Athens, Greece, where mamy fanUtes m l d  be united. On 6 August 19n, 
mumy aqufadron rlv88 arrived in Athen8 on tihe first dependent' a f l ight  i n  
VAW-123's his*. %ese fmdlles enjogsdl this historical c i w  together
for  the eleven day period. W e anahor&, VAW-123 launched one adrcroltt 
to Souda B q r ,  Cmte to provide tke sbPp wfth early warming. 

(kr 16 lruguet 1971, SARAIPY3[1A's scheduled d m b ~ %from Atb-
postpaned Mefh&tely due to  an ~~c a d * .  It took a c o r n  of 
expert engheara including s u p 'a c ,working around the clack, to 
effect repPirs to the ship. On 20 Augus%SARATOI)A got underway to continue 
the omrise, but dwring fUght operatfone on tbe 21st she suffered ou10the~ 
engintwrirpg WJUV. All arcraft %JxbeTne at  the tfats of the ~~dualv 
wem ditrerhd t o  SaPrda Bay, Crete. VaW-f23 had me aimraf t  &borne. 
buring the flight to Crete, an EE.2B cmtmller received &stress caXLs from 
Breece. A Oreek wmm wcrs in need of AumediaW medical help!. Ihe BAY-123 
cmtroller relqPed t&e repart t o  %ARATWA and a helicopter ras dlepatchd 



for rescue Mder B-233 control. Zbe wma was subsequenKLy flaun to a medical 
ft&litj.. m i l e ,  S A R A m A  1- bWk b Am-, for m a w  repcrirs 
to her mgberbg a%atfme, Althmgb tihe mtb oi Angus% fielded aarly a feu 
days of opmtdng b,VAW-I23 again wen the man- "Golden 'Ik3lhook Awardn,, 

On 9 srrptaber l97l, VAW-123 was notified that illE42B end C42 rircrait 
were grmaded prrding propeller hqmction8. The sqrtPrdroa debtled a a u C L  
dstachulent of ~ t e n a a c epersannel and tbrw 1F-2B aircraft to NmdL Sf.tioia, 
ROfo, S p a .  In Bcrtr, U prOpOII~c8mF8 d%8~8mblsdarnd 8 h % WtO OOH1JS 
for bwpwtlm. 'Ibe VH-123 detaehmmt at Rota alam eiieckbd all naiabmance 
impwtion mqdr~(#~tson E4B and C-2 Wraf't fog V A W - ~ ~ &aad VRC-21. 
U t e  an Sepefarbsr, when the aircraft w e  returned to a nfine r t r tw,  VUJ-
3.23 sent an E 2 B  to IaJes Air Base, bores  to coutrol a tauMng r e n d m a  far 
the -laat ap~icotionaof smmeX A-7's enmute to ~ W S .  

In early October 19n,VAW-123 pUotrr were @$mandeck tiBae for refresher 
landing prmtice after mother extended period of non-Rplng, On 11 October 
the SARA40oA anchored at Rota, Spain for a pobt I b d i t e r ~ ~ ~hrief with
lxDmmma, 

On 13 dab* 197I.S SARAmA d-hd Rota, 3p&1 ta MlNlfiJ* 
m g the VAU-U3 Wm pm8mfed wftb SARAT0(9A18 Self-Help -1%-
ability Award for imppwwermbate made t o  squadron spaces. Mwt significant 
wos the canpleta renamtlm of the VN-123 crew's compmtaat by troasfaradng 
bleak g r ~ ylounge into a wood paaeled den with acausUcP1 t i l e  and soft 

ar\~81~. 

At 0800, 21 bc* 1971, QdW-123 bsgm ~dthe cl00k -ti-
which concluded at 0800 an the 28th of! Ocfober. !his arao t)re large& ASW 
operatitons of the crmise and tbe sgusbrunr's perfemname was wtstmdhg, 
Q the morning of tbe 28&, three aircraZt were flown Wore to NASNoriolk, 
ttrgbia. Iatm that @T, SARA'POQAe%esBIup at Pier 12 and fhe reminder of 
We squadron mmed ashare, 

Fmm 28 Octaber rPn to 31 Decmber 19n,VAW-l23 crew Wesnphp~%~eci 
personnel tmblng anticipating a sbork type t r a b b g  p e r i d  before rehming 
to sea. VAW-123 participated In Bkmiso BIDE AX 8 u x - l ~this pexlob. 
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l. CV gPAUIATIONt One of the -st ikilporht objectives of  VIDJ-123's 1971 
deplaynent wsa to evaluate the %2B os an el~lilmtof the CV cb~oept. Tbia 
croaluatlaa wae hedicapped ta a degree ky S~RAb501)~'sengineering casualties 
md tbe gnwtlding of a U  E-2B9a for  the p~opeKlerand truss arrsauply h e p ~ t -
laas. %ismeulted in o loss of  21 st-aer ppwating deys krcluding partlei-
pation in WIttonal lib& X.  

lZbraugbaPt the cmbe the E-2B iwrs utillrad prQsurfS;lr in i t ' r  bPrrfc 
role as an rirbanw, and conb6A plat* wlth m@as)a on AIMb 'Ike 
m01uc~timof tbe S 2 B  as an ASW c e an c m W  urdt was aamidmt llmdted 
w e  laost fir Mbg ASW operatiam were conductad vithin UHF range o f  the 
8hep. Consequently, the &p wsa able t o  aontTal ASW aircraft witbat E-2B 
crsaistanee. Hawever, when daftan wrps at  acme dietrace ircrP the rbip, tbls 
E-2B took effecfive conhwl of  the AS? situation, reutogine armaft i n  
aearchea, direethg a o o o ~drapra, and acting as a coaamrnfcatiars re-
atattan. If tbe f m e  were in eafsaion control ar datum was not kr oloae 
m D g of the a m - ,  the E-2B could be u-d d f e c t i ~ wfn ASW -ti-. 

2. Submxtne detections fraaa 7 Jane fo 28 bbbr 19n by the b 2 B t  

3. SHORE BASIN0 ~PAWA'PTON: Ihe aquedrar shore bssed r i r a M  at Sou& 
Bryr, Crete - 5  August to 6 3eptembr 19n,because of SAltA2ZMAts enginear-
ing cpsualitiea. During thh period en alert status waa minbined ProlP 
sunrise to sunset to provide interha early warning for CtF 60 in tbo IPPstern 
Mite-, Support e&p~8atrpar~ M t e d  and morale warr lw 
&e to poor berthing and messing SacWUes. 


