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From: 

To: 

Commanding Off icer ,  Car r i e r  Airborne 
HUNDRED TFENTY THREE (VAW-123) 
CWef of Naval Operations (OP-05~2) 

Early Warning Squadron ONE 

Subj: Command History; submission of 

Ref: (a)  OPNAV INST 5750.12A 

Encl: c1) Command History 

1. I n  accordance with reference (a) ,  Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TWEIVTY THREEts  Command History f o r  calendar year 1970 is hereby 
submitted. 

Copy- to :  

Director  of Naval History (OP-09~9)'  


(Unclassified 
when annex (1) of enclosure 
(1) is removed) 



--Unclassified when annex (1) of enclosure (1)is  removed. 

CARJlIER 6IRBORNE EhRLY VlANING SQUADRON 

ONE 3'UNDRED TI4EiVTkr TlEXE 


CIZONOLOGICAL HISTORY 

BASIC IWJIRLLTIVE 

DOCUE,V/&Y AXNXES 

1. Ibnthly Operating Reports (Confidential) 

2. Cornlanding Officer's Photo and Biography 

3. Executive Officer's Photo and Biography 


4, VAV-123 Officer Roster 


5.  VAW-125 Enlisted Roster 

6 ,  Familygrzuns 

7, Change of Command Program 

DECLASSIFIED -Enclosure (1) 
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6 April 

24 k p r i l  

27 April  

6 m y  
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11June 

1 7  June 

26 June 

28 June 

1July  

6 July 

13 July 

1 7  July 

24 July 

3 Au~wst 

9 August 

U.August 

13 August 

20 lmgust 

1970 GHR0NQLOGICI.L HISTORY 

Vice Admiral Townsend presented CNkL Battle 'WI. 


Deployed aboard USS SARATOGA; departed port of Mayport, 

Florida. 

Entered port of Mayport, Florida. 


Departed Mayport 


Entered port  of Mayport, Fla, Squadron returned to  Norfolk, V1 


Commander W i l l i a m  R. EEIS ,J r, relieved Commander Charles J. 

BZRTm, Jr, a s  Commanding Officer of VAW-123. 

Deployed aboard USS SUUTOGA; departed port  of Mayport, Fla. 

Anchorage a t  Mayport, Fla. 

Commenaed OR1 i n  Jacksonville Op area. 

Entered p o ~ t  of Mayport, Fh, 

Departed Mayport, Enmute t o  the Mediterranean, 

Passed t h r ~ u g h  S t r a i t s  of Gibraltar, 

Entered port  of Barcelona, Spain. 

Received CNAL Safety Award f o r  f i s c a l  year 1970. 

Departed Barcelona. 

Anchorage a t  S t ,  Paul's Bay, Malta. 

Departed St. Paul's Bay. 

Entered por t  of Athens, Greece. 

Departed Athens, 


Anchorag~a t  Argostoli Bay, Greee~% 


Departed krgostoli  Bay. 


Entered port  of Trieste, Italy. 


Departed Trieste. 




22 August Commenced National Week Exercise, 

24 August Completed National Week Exerciser 

26 August Entered por t  of Naples, Italy. 

2 September Departed Naples. 

7 September Entered port of Valencia, Spain. 

12 September Departed Valencia. 


28 September President Richard MI Nixon arrived on board USS S~ARATOGA. 


29 September President Mixon departed* USS S63f~T0G.l~entered port of 

Nzples, Italy.  

3 October Departed Nriples, 

20 October Anchorage a t  S t ,  Paul*s Bay, Malta. 

22 October Entered port of Naples, Italy. 

26 October Departed Naples. 

28 October Entered port  of Palma, ivlajorca. 

1November Departed Palma. 

2 November Passed through S t r a i t s  of Gibraltar; anchorage a t  Rota, Spain.: 
Departed Rota enroute t o  the USA. 

9 November Entered port of Norfolk, Virginia; alongside p ier  120 
Squadron offloaded t o  hangar SP-1. 

1December Received f i r s t  E-2B a i rc ra f t ,  



Basic Narrative Summary 197Q 

Carrier  Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE H U m D  TIJ'EIYPY TIWB 

(vAW-123) is commanded by Commander W i l l i a m  R* EEIS, Jr. He assumed 

command on 12 May 1.970. VlfiJ-123 is a pa r t  of Carrier Airborne Early 

Waning Wing DTELV23 when shore-based and of Attack Carrier Air Wing 

THiEE when abc~rfit he  U3S Sk-RnTOGA (cVA-60). The squadron's in te rna l  

command organization i s  as  follows: 

Commanding Officer 

Safety 

Executive Officer 

Operations Maintenance Administration 
P i l o t  ~ r a ~ i i n g  assistance Maintenance education 
PJFO Training Qual i ty  Assurance Personnel 
P i l o t  Standardization Nain tenancebt  l Control Legal 
NFO Standardization Aircraf t  Public Affairs 
Cormnunications Avionics 1st Lieutenan* 
A i r  Intell igence L i n e  CMCO 
Registered Publications System Analyst COMTAC 
Landing Signal Cfficer Career Counseling 
Ground Training 0l'f i c e r  Minority Affairs 
Fl ight  Schedules USAFI Test Control 
Logs & Records 
Navigation 
Survival 
HIJFavAc 
N1#: 

V.-123 has a f l e e t  of four Gnuranan b u i l t  E-2A ltHawkeyes," a 5 seat, . ., . 
twin turbo-pro* a i rc raf t .  Its large rotodorne and 80 foot  wing span make 

it one of the la rges t  and most unique i n  appearance on attack carr iers ,  

After returning from the Mediterranean cruise, the squadron began t rans i -

t ion  t o  the S 2 B .  

The squadron began the new decade based ashore a t  NRS Norfolk, Virginia 

Operations iiicluded l o c a l  training f l igh t s  i n  preparation f o r  the forthcomin; 

cruise t o  the Sixth Fleet. During this time period the squadron also took 



part i n  several ltQuicklantu operatioasc Iiere the squadron's E-2ts 

operating out of Bermuda assrts%edl"RPeet a i rc ra f t  making f l igh t s  across 

the  Atlantic. The most valuable assistance provided was-that of the 

c r i t i c a l  join-up .(I; %h the tankers.. 

I n  February, \TZ1f-13j rias notified it was to  be the recipient of the 

Commander NR-J?.!- klr Fclrx 1-tlantic Battle Efficiency flEn fo r  outstanding 

performance from J Y ? J  1968 through December 3.969. On the 25th of March, 

V . R e  L. TOWIDEND, Commander Naval Air Force Atlantic, personally 

presented the Batth ltEft plaque to  CDR C . J. BERTHE, Jr., Commanding 

Officer. 
In  A p i l  the squadron ended a long elevenmonth turnaround. On 6 

April V1Zd-123, now a part of Attack Carrier Air Wing THREE on board the 

USS SIGL~TOGII( c v A - ~ ~ ) ,departed Mayport, Florida for  a short Caribbean 

cruise. Training tcas intense i n  preparation fo r  both the Operational 

headiness Inspection and the Mediterranean cruise* VAW-123 was frequently 

involved in Anti-Aircraft Warfare Exercises anci s t r ike  control missions i n  

addition t o  the routine mission, The l a s t  part  of the cruise was conducted 

i n  the Jacksonville operatirq; area; on the 6th of i%y the ship returned to 

Mayport and VlN-123 departed fo r  Norfolk. 

On the 12th of may Commander W i l l i a m  R. EELS, Jr, ,  relieved Commander 

Charles 4. BERT*, Jr., t o  become the squadronls fourth conmanding officer. 

The ceremcny was i n  Hangar SP-1 a t  NAS Norfolk, Virginia with Captain T. D. 

QUIiW, Commander, Carrier Airborne Early Warning Wing TWELVE as the guest 

s~eaker* 

On t ~ e2nd of J w - ,  the SARATOW, and VAW-123 were again a t  sea operatir-.: 

i n  the Jacksmville area* The Dperational Readiness Inspection was conductei 
\ 

from 8 t o  U June. VAW-123 re'ceived an overall. grade of tUood.~ 



,.*,,'.,. -
The SARATOGA returned t o  Mayport from tlic Uth to  the 16th. V.W-l23 

was a i r l i f t e d  to Norfolk f o r  several days to say goodbye t o  f r iends and 

loved ones, On 1 7  CTV-neVAW-123 l e f t  with the USS SLWATOG~ f o r  the Mediter-

ranean. I n  passi:. ; '~hc:!~.zores, the long, slow t r a n s i t  suddenly became 

interest ing when tT*rodavs i n  a row, Russian Bears f l e w  pazt the ship a t  

low =?ltitud? Tr~i . t , i? l  de t ,~c t~ion  two of these a i r c r a f t  was made by tbof 

squadron. Gn the ''Eth., the SARATOGA passed through the  S t r a i t s  of Gibraliar 

and two days l a t e r  entered the por t  of Barcelona, Spain f o r  l i b e r t y  and 

turnover w i t h  tlie USS F9RHESTl-L (CVA-59). 

VAW-123 recelved a COIIfdAVAIRLMI Aviation Safety Award fo r  the period 

1July 1969 t o  1July  1970, This was f o r  having no major accidents during 

that leriocl, 

Cx?rji~:; July and August, the SARATOGA conducted t raining operations 

i n  the Mcditerrantbm The ports of Athens, Greece and Trieste, I t a l y  

were v is i ted  f o ~  There were anchorages a t  St. W t al i be r ty ,  Paulfs Bay, 

and Argostoli Bay, Greece f o r  upkeep and training. 

I n  l a t e  August the ship and A i r  Wing, along w i t h  numerous other Sixth 

Fleet un i t s  conducted the i r  l a rges t  exercise fo r  the cruise, "National 

Week." VAW-123 did an outstanding job f o r  the three day exercise by 

searching for, finding, and monitoring the location of Russian and "Oranger 

force ships. The E-2A was one of the most important a i r c r a f t  i n  the Air 

Wing f o r  this exercise and the squadron was duly commended by both CAG and 

shipboard personnel. 

Operations i n  September started as usual with routine training opera-

t ions and port c a l l s  %;Naples, Italy, and Valencia, Spain, However, after- 
r , "  , , 

departing Valencia on 12 Septeirber the tempo of operations quickly step2ed 

This was in response t o  the W strife i n  Jordan and the possibleup. 



involvement by Sixth Fleet  uni ts  should b r i c a n s  have to be evacuated. 

The SIPt",TOGL operate.! south of Cyprus until l a t e  $n the month when it 

was Decessary t o  Ze-e ,-nd s t e m  toward Naples t o  prepare f o r  President 

Richard IVIXON'S i r l  ?n the 28th the President arrived by he l i c~p te r .  

The next day- the Y'7-r W-:A md VAW-123 along with uni t s  oS -%heSixt,h Fleet  

performed Sr-.. t?- LJ-~,:-Lder" :.nd guests. The President d=p=lrt.sdtha-5 

afternoon nr18l the .';I~,l~t.-rac!Naples. 

I"IosJi; of Zctok-.c w7.z spent back on "Ca;iel StationR south of Cyprus. 

Late i n  the molzti? <hr, ,:',_;.pworked its way westward stopping a t  Malta, 

7 - -Wa-~los,cad Palm?-, rtp.,;r).*.:a.On the 2nd of November the SARATOGA passed 

through the S t rn i t s  of ( i b r a l t a r ,  anchored a short  time a t  Rota, Spain, 

then st~amed on toward the U.S. The 9th of November the ship  moored a t  

Pier lL-. Station,. Norfolk t o  offload the snuadron and other units?':.a1 

based i n  the area, 

In summatior,, the Mzditerranean cruise was highly successflil for  VAW .- -' 

The squaflron earned i ts  place i n  the a i r  wing during National Week exercis.:, 

and operations iil the eastern ?%editerrancan. Carrier A i r  Group T~IREEsen-; 

the squadron a highly complimentary and congratulatory l e t t e r  which apt ly  

s tated the feelings of a l l  the a i r  wing squadrons and the ships personnel. 

VAW-123 p i l o t s  were rated second overall  in the a i r  wing f o r  landing 

proficiency and during two individual months were i n  f i r s t  place. 

After the return froin the Mediterranean, the squadron was in  a stand-

down period followed by the Christmas leave periods. Operations were slow 

and easy with more emphasis on adminbtmtiye details. The f i r s t  E-2Bl s 

were received l a t e  i n  the year, The E-2B u t i l i z e s  the same E-2A airframe 

and radar. The major change is i n  the main computer which great ly enhances 



the  aircraftts ability t o  perform its mission, 

Flight hov.rs an5 sorties f o r  the year were as follows: 

FLT HOURS SORTIES 

Jld! 

FEE 

wa 
Am 

IVAY 

J u l d  
JUL 
1iUO 
SEP 

OCT 

lV0V 
DEC-
TOTAL 


VAW-123 pi.'.ots made a i;:.hlof -369 carrier landings during 1970. 


