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DATE

1 April 1967

g April 1967

1 April 1967

1¢ April 1967
2€ May 1967

6 Tune 1967

¢ June 1967

CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

EVENT
VAH=123, Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE established at Naval
Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia in SP-l, Commander

Lucio W, Hill assumed command,

LCDR J.D, Larison and LTJG J.M, Prendergast flew
aircraft 702 coast=-to=-coast from NAS North Island
to NAS Norfolk non-sto§ in six hours and thirty

minutes, ‘ -

Enbarked aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-39) with Attack
Carrier Air Wing SEVENTEEN (CVW-17) for refresher

training in the Caribbeen,

Ferticipated in Operation Clove iittch III,

‘Returned to Nerfolk, Virginis,

Departed for an Operational Readiness Inspection
in the Caribbesn and subsequent deployment to

Southcast Asia,

USS FORRESTAL crossed the Zquator. 128 Officers and

men of VAY«123 were initlsted into the Royal Domain

of Neptunis Rex,




23 June 1967
26 June 1967
3 July 1967

18 July 1967
21 July 1967
2. July 17267

<9 July 1967

23 July 1967
2 August 1967

21 August 1957

t2 September 1967
14 September 1967

17 December 1967

23 February 1968

2 March 1968

Entered the port of Rio de Janierc, Brazil,
Departed Rio de Janiero,

Coiwplcted passage around the Cape of Good Hope,
Arrived in Subic Ray, Republic of tine Philippines,
Departed Subjc Bay for Yankee Station,

Arrived on Yankee Stztion,

USS FORRESTAL fire, Mo VAW-123 casulties, Minor -

aircraft damage,
Arrived in Subic Pay for repairc to USS FORRESTAL.
Departed Subic Bay for CONUS,

Crossed the Equotor and thive VAW-123 personhel were

initieced intc the Royal Donain of Neptunis Rex,
Arrived Maypoft, Florida, Operational stop.
Arriv=d Norfollk, Virginia,

rarticlpated in Federal Echc 12-4 with 33rd Norad,

1968

Deployed to MNMAAF Fallon, Moveada for Air Wing SEVENTE N

Weapon: Training,

Returrad to Naval Air Statli-n Nortolk, Virginia,




16 Aprii 1968

23 April 1964

11 May 1968

1> May 1968

5 May 1608

11 June 1968

27 June 1068

22 July 1968

27 Juiy 1968

& 3 August 1968

10 Auguet 1968

1€ August 1968

17-18 August 1968

24«26 Augusi: 1962

27 August 1968

Cnange of Command, Commander ¥.G, Smith relieved

Commander 1., W, Hili,

Embarked aboard USS FORRESTAL for refresher training

in the Caribbean,

Enterad port of Montego Bay, Jamaica,

Departed Montegoc Bay.

Returned to Norfolk, Virginia,

Embarked aboard USS FORRESTAL for an Cperational

Resdiness Inspection off Jacksonville, Florida,

Returned to NAS Morfolk, Virginia,

Departed Norfolk in USS FORRESTAL on extended deployment,

Pasred through the Straits of Gibraltar, Inchop to

Sixth Fleet,

Anchorage at Porte Conte, Sardinia,

Entered port ¢f Marseille, France,

Departed Marseille,

Condneted modified Comhat Roadiress Exercise (CRAE),

Crade = -« ©5,27, highest in the air wing.

Traialng enchorage at Souda Bay, (rete,

Enterec. port of Athens, Greece,
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2 September 1968

15-16 September 1968

17 September 1968

.+ September 1968

<9 September 1968

1«3 October 1968

{»5 October 1968

6-8 Octobecr 1968

9 October 1968

15 Qctober 19068

15 October 19568

15 October 1968

% November 1968

1! Nevember 1968

1¢-23 November 1968

Departed Athens,

Anchorage at St, Paul's Bay, Malta,

Zntered port of Valetta, Malta,

Departed Valetta,

Air battle problem with USS INDEPENDENCE,

Anchorage at Argostoli Bay, Greece,

Participated in Sixth Fleet Escort Evaluation

Program (SEEP).

Anchorage at Argostoli Bay, Greece,

Entered port of Taranto, italy.

Departed Taranto,

Exercise Quickdraw 10«58 with Italian Navy,

Ev2A 733 lost at sea after night CCA bolter, LEDR
James Leo Delaney (CICO), LCICR Paul Martin Wright
(Pilet), ard LTjg Howard Booth Rutledge (Co-pilot) we::
losv, LTig Frank Joseph Frederick (4CO) and ATl

David Fugene Carpenter (RQ) were recovered,

Entered port oi Thessaloniki, Greece,

Departed Thessaloniki,

Participated in Exercise Nacfonal Week I,




25 Novembher 1968

2 Decewber 19548

7 December 1968

” Necember 1068

‘3 Dercember 1968

3 January 1969

.10 January 1969

13 January 1969

20 January 1969

22 January 1969

27 January 1959

~.. January 1969

23 January 1968

3 February 1969

8 February 166%

10 February 1969

Entered port of Palms, Majorca,

Departed Palma,

Entered port of Genoa, Italy.

Departed Genoa,

Entered poit of Golfe Juan, (Cannes) France,

1969

Departed Golfe Juan,

Participated in an Amphibious exercise (PHIBLEX 8-69)

off the coast of Sardinia,

Entered port of Valetta, Malta,

Departed Valetta,

bnchorege at Taranto, Italy.

Departed Taranto,

Tarticipated in exercise Quickdraw 2-6¢ with Italian.

Navy,

Entered port of Naples, Italy.

Departed Naples,

Anzhoragze at S::¢# Bay, Tu key,

Entered nor »f Istanbul, Tirkeyv,




17 February 1969

22 Fsbruary 1962

Departed Istanbul,

Entered port of Athens, Greec=s,




Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE
Basic Narrative

I. Development of Airborpe Eerly Warning Squadronsg

The first east coast ajroorne early warning squadron, VAW-.2 was esi e
lished on 6 July 1948 at Naval Air Station, lorfoik, Virginia, To perrorm
its AEW tasks, VAY-2 vus given TBM=3F's erd TBM=34's, VAW2 moved from
Norfolk to Quonset Pcint, Rhode Island and changed its name to Composite
Squadren TWELVE (VC-12) on 1 September 1948, By June, 1950 AD=3W's had
replaced the obsoletz TBM's, The succession of AEW aircraft continued
through the 1950's as AD-4Y's replaced the 3W's and 5W's replaced the 4W's.

In July 1956 VC~12 underwen’ another title change, this time to Carrier
Alrborne Early Warning Sauadron THELVE or VAW~12, The widely heralded
arrival of the WF=2 {later redesignated E«l1) "Tracer® occurred on 20 Jiv=
uary 1960, The last AD detachment from VAW-iZ to embarl on ar attack carrier
boarded USS FORRESTAL (MVA-59) on 25 January 1960, In August 1961, ali of
the AD*s were transferred to ViW~33 which left VAW-i2 free to concentra. = on
improved performance and tactics with the E-1B.

VAW=12 returned to Norfolk on 9 September 1962 and continued to serd
E-1B detachments on Atlantic Ileet aircraft carriers,
1I. Birth of VAW-123

When VAW-12 DETACHMENT 59 returned to Norfolk Viiginia in lare 1963;
USS FORRESTAL enterc? fhe Por+tamcuth Naval Shipyarrd for ten months of
extensive overhaul and modernization prior t¢ her next deployment scheduled
for WESTPAC and the Viet::-m coim lict, While 'n the y2rd, USS FORRESTAL

received the Naval Tactiral Data System (NTDS&) and woi equipped to support




two of the Navy's newest and most sophisticated aircraft, the ASA and the
E«2A,

During this period of overhaul, DETACHMENT 59 was deéctivated and
selected Pilots, Navsl Flight Officers, and maintenance support pcrsonnel
from VAW-12 were ordered to NAS NORTH ISLAND to begin transition from tho
E-1B to the E=2A "Hawkeye" which was already operaticnal on the West Coast,
DETACHMENT "North Island" was under the watchful leadership of Lieutenant:
Commander Charles J, BERTHE, Jr, who would later join VAW-123 as Executive
Cificer,

Upon returning from the West Ccast in August 1966, DETACHMENT "Nor ch
Island" was recrgenized and divided, and became the nucleus fer the re.
activated DETACHMENT 50 and the newly formed DETACHMENT 6%, These two
detachments became the first East Coast units to deploy with the E-24
Hawkeye, VAW=12 DETACFMENT 5¢, with Commander Lucio W, HILL as Officer.
in-Charge, deployed with US5 FORRESTAL and Alr Wing SEVENTEFN in mid
January 1967 for a one morth refresher craining cruise off Cuba and Puerio
Rico, DETACHMENT 5¢ returne.! to NAS Norfeclk in late February 1967 to
prepare for the most significant change in Alrborne Early Warning since
1948,

The ceremcny held on 1 April 1967 at 1070Q in SP-1, HNAS Norfolk,
Virginia gave birth to VAW=123 but marked an end to an organization which
had been the largest Naval squaidron on the East ccuast, VAW-12 was redesig-
nated and became Carrier Airborpre Early Warning Winz TWELVE under the
command of Captain J. A, Parisenu, At the san» Cime VAW-123 was estabil:hed
under the command of CDR L, W, HILL., VAY-125, formerly DETACHMENT 59
of the old organization, then Lecame the first =24 squadron on either

East or West coast to be estzblicshed, It was felt that the reorganiza® on




and establishment of the FE«2A squadrons would ipprove the efficiency, give
2 preater reliability in performance, and reduce the constant interdepar:=
ment shift of manpcw:ir that the ~ld organization had expericnced,

ITI. History of VAW-123

On 11 April 1967 shortly after its establishment, VAW~123 found itself
aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA=59) enioute to the Atlantic Fleet eapons Range
for participation in OPERATION CLOVEHITCH., Beforz leaving however, V#1-!23
began a series of firsts that was to continue throughout its first year as
a squadron, On 8 April 1967 LCDR J, D, Larison and LTJG J. M, Prendergast
flew 702, one of VAW-173's aircraft, non-stop, coast=to=-ccast, from NA HNORTH
ISLAND, California to NAS NORFCLK, Virginia in six hours and 30 minutes
The flight was a fivst for a fleet E-2A Hawkeys although the nonstop f1' cht
had been made before urder experimental conditions,

On 6 June 1967, VAW-123 “ound itself again on USS FORRESTAL (CVA-53C:
enroute to the Atlantic Fieet Weapons Raznge but this time for an Operat:cnal
Readiness Inspection {ORI) and deployment to estPac. After the ORI VA¥.123
entered the royal domain of Neptunus Rex and hecame the {irst East coast
E«2A squadron to be initiated into the Roval Order of Shellhacks,

USS FORRESTAL continuved south to the port of Rio De Janerio, Brazil,
arriving en 23 June 1967 for a good-will visit and a well deserved rest
period pricr to travelling to the South China Sez. From messages received
on the 26th of June 1967, after departure from 1o, it secems that the visit
of VAW=123 and the USS FORRESIAL had been a rezounding success, One week
later the USS FORRESTAL rourded the Cape of Good Hepz and zentinued Norin
East towards Cubi Point in ti.c Phillipines, Iurinz this crossing, all
squadrons stepped up training lectures to ccvey the many aspects of the

Viet Nam conflict. The incre=sz in tempo co:1¢d be seen thronghout the shkip




and especially in the Air Wing as the schering thoughts of war drew nearer,
VAW=123 flight crews wenc through the latest informatien on "Night Hawk"
Operations which was a joint effort between -he E-2 and the Army in an effort
to stop the truck comvoys moving into South Viet-Nam at night, The E-2
crews were seen briefing thie helicopter rescue teams in connection with
Search and Rescue missions for downed piiots, Artack squadrons were g iv n
the latest information from VAW=1223 in what help they could expect in
navigation to their targets and vectors around "AAA of SAM" sights, Last
mirate briefs were given to the fighter squadrons to coordinate the MI:
¥illing capabilities of the E-24 and F./r team, An advanced Liaison Off .ar,
1CDR B, L, FISH, was sent to the “PIRAZY ship in the Gulf of Tonkin, T 2
Positive Identification Radar Advisory Zone cr "PIRAZ"™ ship was to woirk
directly with tle E«2 in cherking for enemy aircraft and P,T. boats, [iiler=
~1s other missions wers covered during this period until USS FORRESTAL
reached Subic Bay in the Philipines on the 18%h eof July 1967, A five day
lavover replenished ihe ship and on the 23rd of July 1967 . ViW=123 on
board the US5 FORRESTAL became the first East Coast F«2A Squadron tec enter
the Viet«Nam war zone, The next five days werc filled with early pre=-
dawn briefs for strike:z against cargets in Nerth Viat-Nam in the "Hour
Glass" area?: Vinh, Than flo and cdjacent territorv, Debriefings and
reconnaissance pheotographs showsd the highly acsurate and successful
bombing capabilities of Alr Wing 17 under comb2: ccnditions, One E=2A
was called out on a Search and Rescue mission to the south where two
aviators had gone down in 2a A3 tonker, The -2 wanr iater directed int
Cubi Point after one pilo% ru~ rescued.

At 1050 on Saturday 29 July 1967, aircrafx 701 vas on Number 1 catapult

readying for a launch ir susport of a pre-bricfed strike against Hanol -nd

DECLASSIFIED




Haiphong{ when suddenly a fire broke out on the flight deck, Hithin mine
utes it spread to aircraft fully loaded with bombs and rockets, The ch.uin
reactions set the entire area aft on the flight deck aflame, and shreprn
could'be’seen splattering in the water around the ship for hundreds of
yardé. The E=~2 escaped with minor damége because it was taxied forward
away from the fire, All perronnel of VAW-123 were miraculously sz’c, a'-
“hough many narrcwly escaped death by being ir compartments adjacent to

ones which were completely destroyed by exploding bonis,

Durirg that day and night VAW=]123 personnel were seen evarywhere thrragh=-
cnt the ship fighting fires, helping the injured, =n” avacuating the dead.
Many men worked twenty or thirty hours straight, =nd stopped only when thwoy
were told ¢o by someone who saw that they were neuar exhaustion, When
rosting, the men had to stay on the flight deck »r in passageways in il
forward part of the ship., Almost cvery man's sleeping space had been in
the aft section of the ship which had been totally -estroyed by the flauns,
The ship limped intoc Cubi Pcint on the 20th of July 1968 and received t =
porary repairs to enable it to make the lecng voyage back to Notfo]k foi
major overhaul, VAW«123 arrived hor= at Norfouilr aboard the USS FORREST/™.
on 14 Sept 1967 where it was shove based while the clhip hegen extensive
répair work at Pocrtmouth Naval ship yard., From then to the end of the ear,
VAU=122 flew numerocus missions around the Mcriolk cperating aréas tc me ne

tain its state of readiness and remain in corntact with Air Wing 17 squadrons,
1968

During 1968 VAW 122 speat most Of its time av»y £rcm Norfolk, On 23 Feb
the squadron depioyad to NAS Failon, MNevada ‘cr ‘@o weeks weapons deploy-

ment with Alr Wing 17, It was the first rimc tha: the squadron was reunited
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with Alr Wing 17 since USS FORRESTAL's return from WESTPAC, The orzrations
at NAS Falion provided increased opportunity for training ‘n strike cont:ol
and and airborne intercent control wvhich was necessary to qualify Air
Control Officers as Combat Information Center Cfficers, Because of the
great distance from our home base, the squadron used the services of
CAEWW»]1 at NAS, North Islend, Cslifornia,

Ur~on returning from Fallon, Nevada efforts were directed towardé pIe -
paring for the Admat inspection which was conducted on 8 and 9 April, Oon
16 April a change of command ceremony took place where CDR R;G. SMITH
tecame the new commanding officer of VAY-123, relieving CDR L,W, HILL, On
23 April the squadron embarked aboard USS FORRESTAL enroute te Guantane »
Bay, Cuba for refresher training and to prepare for an Operational Readiness
Inspection, This was the first of two short cruises before deploying ro the
Mediterranean, The second cruise was in the Jacksonville operating ar=za for
2 weeks in late June, DPuring boin of the cruises, emphasis was placed on
flight operations and shipboard evolutions, After return from the second
cruise, final preparations weve nade for an extended deployment. On 20
July, 4 E«22's were flown abeard, along with the rest of CW-17, and on
22 July USS FORRESTAL sailed for the Mediterranear,

The primary mission of the Fe2A ia the Sixth Fleet is Airborne Early
Warning and Anti-Air Warfare, The squadror has participated in numerous
entie-alr warfare and surfacee-to~surface missile exercises, This train’ag
contrasts sharply with the WESTPAC mode of cperation in which the squadron
Ahad been previously becon tralned which placer emphsis on strike contrg

During the periods of vulrerability to Be:ir/badger overflights, thc
E«2A has been an integral part of an alert tcart which includes F=4's ar:

KA=-3 tankers, Arcas of coucern are thase ir- tht eastern Atlantic which

- PECLASSIFIED  —BORFIIE Tt
.- 7 « U'A




DECLASSIFIED

ONEIDERHATE

U\

are within Bear range from the U,3,5,R, and those areas in the easitern’
Mediterranean which are within Badger range from the Middle East.

On 17+18 August, a Combat Readiness Assessment Exercise was conducted
with chcervers assigned from USS INDEPENDENCE and embarke<d squadrons, For
its part in the exercise VAW-123 received the highecs: grade in the Air Wing
==65,57~= with an adjective grade of outstanding, All scheduled sorties
(11) were flown and all missions assigned were completed successfully,

On 29 September, an air battle problem was conducted between FORRESIAL
and INDEPENDENCE, No clear=cut victor was announced, and the general c™ne
sensus is that the battle was virtnally a stand«off with INDEPENDENCE strik-
ing the first blow, The first raid on FORRESTAL was largely repelled % -
CAP and missile escort ships, FCRRESTAL's ra’ds cn INDEPENDENCE were r .t
so ucavily opposed and several successful attacks were made on her towel
spar,

During this exercise, the initial search from midnight to dawr, tho
primary use of VAW=123's E-2A's was search/sanitizecrion of the Siciliar.
and Southern Itallen coucts, ~Although INTEPENDENCE was not discovered
during this phase, large areas wetve sanitized so that the search effort
could be concertrated in another eres in the merning where the INDEPENDENCE
was discovered,

The longest operatinz perilod of the deployment (2! days) began on 13
October after a visit %o Taranto, Itzly, Exercise Quickdraw 10-68 was
held with the Italian Navy or the night ~f 15 Dctower, This exercise cuui=
sisted of a highespeed trarsi: of U, S. des:r-7ere through a constrict.:.
passage defended by miss’le ‘aunching platfco-r: (destroyers and high-speed
torpzdo boats), The excrcise took place in tie CGulf of Taranto and the

destroyers were provided ailr crver from FORRESTLL and surveillance from
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land-based P2's, The Ea«2A vectored the P2 over surface contacts for

searchlight identification and then controlled FORRESTAL aireraft over tle
identified enemy for flare drops and simulated attack, After a most suce
cessful mission, en unfortunate and very tragic accident occurred when the
E=2A flew into the water following a night bolter. ICDR Jim DELANEY (CICC),
LCDR Paul URIGHT (pilet), and LTIG Howard RUTLEDSE (co-pilot) were lost

in the accident, LTJG Frank FREDERICK (ACO) was rescued by the destrov:r,
USS DYEES, and AT=1 David CARPENTER (RO) was picked from the water by a
helo from HC=2, Both survivor=z were uninjured,

CCA's controlled by E2A's were attempted for the first time during
this deployment, Two flights were flown, each controlling five A<4%s i
approaches at twoeminute intervals, Controllers endeavored to vector the
aircraft to within 10° of canterline at one mile astern the CVA, The
results were gratifying, considering the limlited experience in this arca,
With additicnal practice at this type of operation. the E-2A could prove
to be very valuable in an emevrgency or in a situation where the CVA
exercises electronic cilence,

An amphibious landing exercise was held during wiilch Task Group 60,2
provided escort services to the amphibious convoy enroute to the ACA and
flew close air support nissions during and foliowing the landing of the as-
sault force on Scuthern Sardiria, Throughout this exercise the force w:3
subjected to attack by desigrated ORANGE forcas, Task Group 60,1, Thc I-2A
was utilized in é defensive role againct ORANGE forces from both air an’
surface raider attacks.

Exercise National Heek I was cenducted fi:m 19 through 23 Noverber,

The task assigned to tho CVA and A'r Wing SEVEMEEN was to search for,

locate, and track all Soviet naval vessels anc cesignated U, S, ORANGE
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surface vessels within a 200 mile radius of the CVA, The Ee2A was uizilized

effectively by controlling and vectoring A-4/F«4 search aircraft cver surface
contacts, On the final day of the exercise, day and nigh% strikes were
E«2A controlled cver the ORANGE forces, The results were cxcellent through-
out the exercise, particularly during the fiual night vhen one of the ORANGE
ships, whose position was unknown, was located and attacked by aircraft
under E~2A control, before ii could make a successful surface to surfacc
missile attack on the carrier,

During most of these operating periods the Badger alerts dezcribed
earlier were in effect,

The month of December brought VAW-123 it's first E2A FORRESTAL Cent’.ion

when NFO LT, Fred Glaeser trapped aboard for the iGOth time in an E2A,
1969

VAW=123 began the new year by flying over 150 hours in support of =
six day amphibious exercise, The exercise, which began on 5 January, was
similar to previous azghibious operations. The E-~2A performed a dual
function by controlling strike aircraft into the Amphiblious Objective Area
(AOA), =nd by providing AAY sector defense against raid aircraft launched
by TG 60,1 from USS INDEPENDENCIZ. VAW=123 was successful in repelling the
raids with assigned Fe4's and provided excellent control for strike aire
craft supporting the amphibious assault,

After a week in port at Valetta Malta and a two day anchorage in
Teranto Italy, VAY-123 supported another Quicklraw exercise with Itali--
Naval units, This exercise, ronducted on the night of 27 January, was

designed to test the AAW capabiiities of the Itilian destroyers, The F 2A
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searched for, identified (with Al scrappers carrying flares), tracked,
and controlled strike aircraft onto the destroyers,

On the 28th, USS FORRESTAL arrived in Naples for a short visit, The
perioed from 3 February to 8 February consisted of cy~lic flight operations
while under the constant threat ~f Badger overflights, Again, the E=2A
assumed alert status during non-flying hours and flew a barrier for
optimun Dadger detection while alrborne,

The Istanbul visit from 10 February to 17 February gave most of the
men in VAW-123 their first look at a Middle East country, During flight
operations from 18 February to 22 February VAW-123 conducted another
practice CCA period with four A-4 aircraft, The object of this period
was to land the A-4's safely on deck without using any navigational ai-:
from the carrier, Again, results were gratifying,

The month of February ended at anchor in Athens Greece,
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