
DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY 
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDREDTWENTY ONE 

FPO NEW YORK 0 9 5 0 1  - 6 4 0 6  
IN REPLY REFER TD 

j . d - U n c l a s s i f i e d  upon removal of e n c l o s u r e  (1) 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne  E a r l y  Warning Squadron 121  
To: D i r e c t o r  of Naval H i s t r o y  

Subj :  COMMAND HISTROY 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5720.12D 

1. The B l u e t a i l s  of C a r r i e r  Airborne E a r l y  Warning Squadron 1 2 1  t a k e  g r e a t  
p r i d e  i n  accomplishing t h e  Airborne E a r l y  Warning miss ion  as p a r t  o f  C a r r i e r  
A i r  Wing SEVEN a s s i g n e d  aboard USS DWIGHT D.  EISENHOWER (CVN 6 9 ) .  

2. The Commanding O f f i c e r  s i n c e  A p r i l  1987 h a s  been Orda le  P a u l  Babin,  Jr., 
and t h e  E X ~ C U ~ ~ V ~  C a f f r e y ,  Jr. Together  t h e y  command O f f i c e r  i s  Edward F. 
3 1  o f f i c e r s  and 127 e n l i s t e d  personne l  based a t  Norfolk Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  
Nor fo lk ,  VA. VAtJ-121 i s  under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  command of Carrier A i r  
Wing TWELVE and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  command of  Carrier A i r  Wing SEVEN whi le  
deployed.  Four E-2C Hawkeye a i r c r a f t  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  VAW-121 w i t h  bureau 
numbers and s i d e  numbers; 160703, AG600; 161346 AG601; 161096 AG602; 160987 
AG603. 

3 .  Chronology of  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s .  VAW-121 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  major 
e x e r c i s e s  l i s t e d  below: 

a .  CVW-7 Weapons DET ( P u e r t o  Rico)  

b. Thunderbol t  (GITMO) 	 22-28 Feb 

c. Green F l a g  (NELLIS) 	 14-28 Mar 

d .  	 CVW-7 Weapons DET/CNO P r o j e c t  080 

( FALTaON ) 


e. Shakedown (USS DWIGHT D ETSENAOWER) 

g .  Advanced Phase  (USS DWIGHT D EISENHOWER) 20 O c t  - 23 Nov 

I n  CY-87 VAW-121 s p e n t  92 days  underway and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  78 days ,away 
on detachment.  r 

VAW-121 submi t t ed  1 0  s o f t w a r e  changes  a f f e c t i n g  LINK-4A, LINK-11 and 
r a d a r  v i d e o  s e l e c t i o n s  i n  an  o v e r l a n d  environment.  The ~ l u e t a i l s  a l s o  
ach ieved  s e v e r a l  m i l e s t o n e s  i n  1987 a s  f o l l o w s :  



Subj: COMMAND HISTROY 


- attained twenty-one years mishap free flying and no alpha or bravo 
flight/flight related mishaps. 

- achieved 100% readiness in all primary mission areas with all crews 
"combat ready." 

- LCDR  passed 3000 hummer hours and 200 traps. 



1.0 (U) SQUADRON E I E I P L O m  

10-24 JAN CVW-7 DEXACBENT ROOSL-T R0AL)S - PR 
02-04 FEB RJTIFTHM SEA TRIALS, EGLIN AFB , FLA 

11-12 FEE I-IWWK SVC' S 

19-20 FEB MARINE AAWEX 

22-28 E'EB THUNDERBOLT, GURJTAIWIO BAY, CUBA 


2.0 (C) P ~ EMPLOYMENT~ D 

10-11 MAR MISSILEX 

14-28. 


APR IKE SVC'S 

3.0 (C) OPERATIONS 

3.1 (U) GEfSERAL. This repor t ing period marked accampl i shen t  of severa l  major 
milestones i n  our turn-around t ra in ing  program. The squadron deployed with 
Car r ie r  A i r  Wing SENEN to Naval S t a t i on ,  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto R i c o  f o r  a two 
week dedicated a i r  wing weapons t r a in ing  exercise .  Other t r a in ing  events  
included F l e e t  Air Super io r i ty  Training conducted by Mavy Fighter Weapons School 
a t  Oceana and Norfolk and a t w o  day AAWX sponsored by MAG-31 held  i n  the  
Northern Jacksonvi l le  operating area .  A t  the  squadron's request ,  the  
CXMNAVAIRLANT Maintenance lhnagement Team and t he  s t a f f  of ~1CAE,WWING12 both 
conducted Maintenance Inspections during February. Service support  included a 
two plane drug i n t e rd i c t i on  detachment to G u a n t a n m  Bay, Cuba, conducted 
concurrently with FAST and t h e  CNAL Maintenance Management Team v i s i t ,  and range 
support f o r  ANTIGTAM Sea T r i a l s .  

3.2 (C) CVW-7 DETAC3MENT The 1 5  day air  wing detachment to Roosevelt Fbads 
was an unqualif ied success. Training included s t r i k e  support ,  bas ic  air 
i n t e r cep t  con t ro l  and advanced AIC (F-14 versus he lo  and F-14 versus A-4 i n  a 
jamming environment). The AFWTF EW range f a c i l i t i e s  provided t he  f i r s t  
opportunity for  severa l  BLUGTAIL crews t o  f u l l y  exp lo i t  the  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the  
AN/ALR-73 Passive Detection System. Equally important f r m  the  long term 
t ra in ing  perspective was t h e  completion of air wing miss i lex requirements. 
BLUETAILS provided range surve i l l ance  fo r  nine air-to-air miss i lexes  and a 
SHRIKEX. The AFWTF range complex o f f e r s  an outstanding environment to conduct 
CVW Missilexes The a i rspace and waterspace ava i lab le  minimizes the  number of 
sorties lost due t o  fouled ranges. The highl ight  of t h e  deployment was a highly 
successful  open ocean l i v e  f i r e  H A R M / m X  conducted aga ins t  a t a r g e t  hulk, 
t he  ex-HOFFMAN. The l a rge  missile hazard space, i n  excess of 20,000 square 
m i l e s ,  ccmbined with VX-5 requirements to f i r e  i n  the  emit ter  main lobe made 
range management p a r t i c u l a r l y  challenging. S-3's equipped with hand held marine 
band rad ios  were e s s e n t i a l  i n  c lea r ing  t he  a rea  of t r a n s i t i n g  surface  vessels.  
By launching t h e  E-2 t h r ee  hours p r io r  t o  t h e  scheduled time on t a r g e t ,  the  crew 
was ab l e  to assess the  surface  p i c tu r e  p r io r  to the  launch of any o ther  assets 
and p ro j ec t  a realistic revised time on ta rge t .  S t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  launched to 
meet the revised t i m e  on t a r g e t  and ng a "green" 
range. CLAssl~lm 
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3.3 (U) DRUG INTERDICTION OPEDA1lIONS The BLUGTAILS were active in three 
separate drug interdiction operations. In addition to the two plane detachment 
to Guantanamo Bay, the squadron provided the mission commander for the first 
operational USE E-2C deploymnt and both the aircraft and mission canmander- 
for the second USE deployment. Overall, BLUl3'TAIL crews enjoyed exceptional 
success with five interdiction's in 15 days. Key ingredients were inter-agency 
cooperation among U.S. Custams Service. U.S. Coast Guard and other foreign and 
domestic law enforcement agencies and an unpredictable pattern of operations 
The USOS deployment to Roosevelt Roads, PR coincided with the squadron 
detachment to Guantanam Bav 'Ihe result was nearly 20 hours of surveillance a 
day. Multi-site coordinated operations snake it difficult for the drug 
traffickers to circumvent the E-2 surveillance area. Even greater success may 
be attained as the various agencies gain additional experience operating 
together. 

Encl (1) 




1.0 (U) SQVADRON EME'LoYME3NT 

10-11 MAR MISSILEX 
14-28 MAR GREEN FLAG, NELLIS AFB 
07-08 APR IKE SVCS 
10,14 APR CNO PIMl 124 

2.0 (C)PIa-xmTm EMPLOYMENT 

01-23 MAY FALU3N FZEAPONS DET 
23 MAY-16 JUN NO- VA 
17 JUN-23 JUL CVN 69 SHAKEIXNN 

1 DECLASSIFIED-




1. (U) OPERATIONS 

A. (U) SQUADRaJ EMPIX)I;[MENT 

01-23 MAY CVW-7 TRAINING DEPIX)YMENT, NAS F U ,  NV 

24 MAY - 14 JUN INPOHT NORFOLK 

15-30 JUN EDBARKED USS EIS- (CVN 69) , SI-QWZWN 

(C) PHXECTED EMPIBYMENT 

01-22 JUL EZWARKED CrSS EIS- (CVN 69) , SHAI(EWWN 
23 JUL - 13 AWG INPOHT NORFOLK 

14-26 AUG EDBARKED USS EISENiWlB (CVN 69) , REFTRA 

27-31 AUG ' INPOW NOWOLK 


C. (U) FALLON DEPIX)YMENT 

(1) (U) Ask any A i r  Wing t h a t ' s  been to Fallon i n  the l a s t  two years and 
t h e y ' l l  tell you times have changed. The days a re  gone when a veapons 
deployment w a s  an ordnance DCMPEX/ACM Derby. In  its place is a more 
structured program focusing on A i r  Wing s t r i k e  execution against an ' 

Integrated A i r  Defense System (IAJX)of f ighters ,  SAM'S and A M .  The 
goal: fuzed banbs on t a rge t  with minimn a i r c r a f t  a t t r i t i o n .  

(2) (U) The role of the  E-2 has changed also, sh i f t ing  from passive 
administrator (a.k.a. "Battle Mountain A X n )  to ac t ive  par t ic ipant  i n  the 
s t r i k e  warfare mission. Clearly, the E-2 has emerged as the only CVBG 
organic platform t h a t  can build a cohesive a i r  picture  overland through 
the  fusion of acti e radar a+ SIGIW information and pass it to fr iendly 
f ighters .  Withouhx,-2 prwid&situation awareness (SA), CAP are  unable 
to ef fec t ive ly  counter/influence the h o s t i l e  a i r  threat .  As a resu l t ,  
s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  suffer  unacceptably high a t t r i t i o n  during ingress, i n  the  
ta rge t  area and on egress. 

(3) (U) Overland s t r i k e  is probably any VAW squadron's weakest warfare 
area. Recognizing our deficiencies,  we pLanned to be ready for  Fallon by 
using every avai lable  t ra ining opportunity. A two week detachment to 
Nellis AFB i n  April  i n  support of GF4EEN FLAG gave us  a chance to pract ice 
m u a l  radar detect ion and tracking of fighter-size t a rge t s  i n  an overland 
environment. An aggressive ground t raining syllabus re-familiarized a l l  
aircrew with current  Saviet/'I'hird World surface-to-air missiles and a i r -  
to-air platforms, weapons and tactics. Discussions with VF 143 updated 
everyone on the evolving forward quarter air-to-air missile th rea t  and 
F-14 counter-tactics. Lastly, we spent a number of hours analyzing char t s  
of the projected operating area, the probable th rea t s  and how to bes t  set 
up and use the  APS 138 and ALR 73. 
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1. (U) OPERATIONS 


A. (U) SQvAIBCH EMPLOYMEWT 

01-23 JUL EMBARKED USS EISW-, CVN-69 (SHAKEDCXIJN) 

23 JUL - 14 AUG INPOIiT NORFOLK 

14-25 AUG EMBARKED USS EISENHWEX, CVN-69 (REFITA) 

25-31 AUG INPOIYT NORFOLK 


B. (C)PIlcmcnm ENl?LOYMENT 


01 SEP - 21 OC;T 1mm NORFOLK 

21 03'- 23 NOV EMBXWD USS EISENHOWER, CVN-69 


(CX)/ADVANCED PHASE) 




1. (U) OPERA'SIUNS 

A. (U) SQUADRON B4PLOBELJT 

1 - 5  tJOV USS EISEtIIIWR (CVN-69) (AWANCEL) PIWE) 
6 - 8  NOV PO^ VISIT ST maw U ~ I .  
9 - 2 3 N O V  \ USS EISENHOdER (CVN-69) (ALWANCED PHASE) 
24 - 31 NrCN IN PORT 1DRVA 

1 - 9  NW uss EISENIIWER (CW-69) 2 PLW DLT 

10 - 31 DEC IN PORT NORVA 


B. (C)PROJECTED ~ I P L O ~ ~ 

1 - 10 JAN IN PORT NOHVA 
11 - 27 JAN USS EISENI1UmR (CVI4-69) ( B A l W  GROUP PIWE) 
28 JAN - 28 FIB INPORT NORVA (Pal) 
29 FEB uss (CVN-63) (ENRCUIX I ~ T )E I S ~ ~ ~ R  ~ I ~ 

Advanced phase provided numerous opportunities to practice and refine our 
AAW and ASUV skills. OPTAR constraints frequently prevented overlapping E-2 
coverage to support major warfare areas. Instead, E-2's remained "flexibleq1 
and often managed conflicting mission taskings such as mJ, WAS, and EiCcXJ 
recoveries. In spite of limited funding, VAN-121 achieved 100% readiness in all 
primary mission areas with 5 crews "Canbat Ready". 

+ ?  
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