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The h i s t o r y  of Car r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY 
ONE (VAW 121) begins i n  t h e  years  immediately following World War 11. A t  t h a t  
time it became obvious t h a t  with ad;ancing technology and increas ing weapons 
ranges a method of de tec t ing  enemy t h r e a t s  a t  g r e a t e r  ranges from t h e  Task Force 
was e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of the  Fle,et. An experimental Squadron was estab-
l i s h e d  i n  December 1945 u t i l i q i n g  th'e Grumman "Avenger" wi th  an a t tached radome. 
This w a s  soon replaced by t h e " ~ i r b o r n e  Early Warning (AEW) ve r s ion  of t h e  Dougla: 
"Skyraider. " 

. This was t h e  a i r c r a f t  being flown i n  Ju ly  1948 when t h e  rudimentary AEW 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  F l e e t  were consolidated i n t o  two squadrons; VAW 1 on t h e  West Coast 
and VAW 2 on t h e  East  Coast. It was VAW 2 which would l a t e r  evolve i n t o  t h e  s ix  
opera t iona l  and one t r a i n i n g  squadrons now i n  use on t h e  East  Coast. 

VAW 2 was o r i g i n a l l y  based a t  Norfolk, Virginia.  It was'soon redesignated 
Composite Squadron 12 (VC 12) and re located  t o  Quonset Point ,  Rhode Is land.  A 
b a s i c  organiza t ion  of one parent  squadron with numerous detachments,operating 
aboard East  Coast C a r r i e r s  was es tabl i shed.  The squadron continued t o  opera te  
t h e  "Skyraider" u n t i l  January 1960 when the  f i r s t  WF-2 "Tracer" (Willy Fudd) was 
introduced t o  t h e  squadron, which had again been redesignated t o  VAW 1 2 .  By 1961 
t h e  WF-2 was o f f i c i a l l y  designated t h e  E-1 and had taken over s o l e  r e s p o n s i . b i l i t ~  
f o r  e a r l y  warning opera t ions  f o r  the  F l e e t .  

I n  1962 t h e  squadron was moved t o  Norfolk, Va. There i t  continued t o  operate 
and continued t o  grow. I n  1966 the  f i r s t  E-2A was del ivered  and it soon became 
apparent t h a t ,  wi th  two d i f f e r e n t  a i r c r a f t ,  200 o f f i c e r s ,  and 800 e n l i s t e d  men 
VAW 12 had simply grown too  l a r g e  f o r  a s i n g l e  squadron. Consequently, i n  Apr i l  
1967 Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Wing TWELVE was es t ab l i shed ,  with cvernl l  

' comand of East  Coast AEW squadrons. VAW 12 was renamed VAW 121 with con t ro l  of 
a l l  East  Coast E-1 a i r c r a f t ,  and separa te  E-2 squadrons and a training squadron 
were estabJished.  

VAW 121 continued t o  opera te  t h e  E-1B a i r c r a f t  with detachments abo3rd many 
East  Coast a n t i  submarine and a t t a c k  c a r r i e r s  u n t i l  Ju ly  1973, wl~enthey diu-
es tab l i shed  t h e i r  l a s t  "Det"  and operated exclus ively  aboard the  ITSS FRANKLTI? 
D. ROOSEVELT. F ina l ly ,  i n  ;July 1975 VAW 121 a l s o  began t r a n s i t i o n  t ?  t ! ~ e&-2C 
a i r c r a f t .  I n  December 1975 t h e  l a s t  E-1B was flown i n t o  retircnent: and t h e  squadx 
received t h e i r  f i r s t  E-2C. The squadron soon t r ans i t ioned  t o  the n e w  E2C (AN'S), 
rece iv ing t h e i r  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  Apr i l  1977. They received i ts  l a s t  E2C i n  the Eafl 
of 1977. The a i r c r a f t ' s  f i r s t  t r i a l  by sea was with t h e  nuclear pocrered Aircraf t  
Car r i e r ,  Dwight D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69),  i n  t h e  months of .Jan., Feb. ,  snd Narch 
1978. During t h a t  time t h e  G r i f f i n s  f i r s t  learned t h a t  they were t o  be mode p a r t  
of C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing Seven and t h e  CVN 69 team cur ren t ly  schedu led  t o  deploy tci 
t h e  Mediterranean i n  e a r l y  79. 

Over t h e  years ,  VAW 121 has e s t ab l i shed  a reputa t ion  f o r  s u p e r i o r  perfortlance 
throughout the  F lee t .  It has  operated around the  world from t h e  N c r t h  Atlantic 
t o  t h e  South China Sea, and has been on the  scene i n  the  V i e t n a m  War and t h e  
c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  Middle East .  Few squadrons have had t h e  broad ronpX i ~ foperat ing 
experience found i n  VAW 121. 



DATE RECEIVED DATE TRANSFERRED 
I 

CDR P . E .  ELLISON - CO 1 2  AUG 76 
CDR J . A .  WAGNER - XO/CO ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LCDR D. E .  BEYMAN - XO 13 AUG 76 
LCDR   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR I 
LT   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LT   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LT   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR ri-

LT  ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LT   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LTJG   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

L T J G    ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LTJG   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 1 .  
LTJG   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

LTJG   15 J U L  76 
L T J n    11 NOV 76 
L T J C    .--4 OCT 76 
ENS   5 NOV 76 
ENS   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 

ENS   2 JUL 76 1 4  DEC 76 
CW02   ON BOARD ENTIRE YEAR 




