
Uh?w-rr/

' B *  


CARRIER AlRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON r 9 7 LONE HUNDRED TWENTY ONE 
NAVAL AIR STATION 


NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511 


VAW121/SS : ck 
5000 
Ser :  ~1 

16 Apr i l  1973 

L-L. (Unc la s s i f i ed  upon removal of  enc losure  (1 )  ) 

To: Chief o f  Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj : Command His tory  (OPNAV Report 5 75 0-1) 

Ref: ( a )  OPMAVINST 5750.12B 

Encl:  ( 1 )  CARAEWRON 1 2 1  (vAW-121) Squadron His tory  1972 

1. In accordance with r e f e r e  

R. M.  PHILLIPS 

Copy t o :  
NAVHI STCEN 
CAEWW 12 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



C A R R I E R  AIRJ3ORNE E A R L Y  WARNING SQUADRON 1 2 1  


1972 SQUADRON H I S T O R Y  

CONTENTS 

COMMAND O R G A N I Z A T I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  COMMAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


C O M P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  COMMAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


P E R S O N N E L  A S S I G N E D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


THE E-1B T R A C E R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 


O P E R A T I O N A L  S T A T I S T I C S  1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 


. . P H I L L I P S .  USN. COMMANDING O F F I C E R  . . . 4COMMANDER R M 

COMMANDER R . L . F E N T S C H L E R .  USN. E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  . . . 5 


CHRONOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 .11 


N A R R A T I V E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12  .1 4  


A C C I D E N T S .  I N C I D E N T S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 .1 6  




DECLASSIFIED 

COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

CHRONOLOGY OF C A N W R O N  121 COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Captain Joseph A. PARISEAU, USN, 124265/1310 - 1 APR 67 t o  9 JUN 67 

Captain Sheldon L. CORNER, USN, 407279/1310 - 9 JUN 67 t o  1J U L  67 

Commander Raymond A. PETTIGFEW, USN, 540343/1310 - 1JUL 67 t o  10 JUL 68 

Commander S tua r t  V. REYNOLDS, USN, 520034/1310 - 10 J U L  68 t o  16 MAY 69 

Commander Charles F. ALEXANDER, USN, 581325/1310 - 16 MAY 69 t o  9 JUN 70 

Commander Thomas G. EVANS, USN, 565582/1310 - 9 JUN 70 t o  20 MAY 71 

Commander Walter T .  MIESSE, USN,-/~~~O - 20 MAY 71 t o  23 J U N  72 

Commander Ronald M. PHILLIPS, USN, -1310 - 23 JUN 72 t o  PRESENT 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Commander Richard L. RENTSCHLER, USN, -1310 - 23 J U N  72 t o  PRESENT 

PROSPECTIVE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Commander Joseph T. NIEDBALA, USN, -1320 

MISSION OF THE COMMAND 

To provide Airborne Ear ly  Warning t o  f l e e t  un i t s  involving in te rcep t  con t ro l ,  
s t r i k e  con t ro l ,  r a d a r  and rad io  re l ay ,  search and rescue,  and radar  and 
v i s u a l  reconnaissance a s  d i rec ted  by higher author i ty .  

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMAND 


CARAEWRON 1 2 1  is  organized according t o  a detachment concept. That i s ,  

each detachment functions a s  a squadron within a squadron. Each detachment 

has i t s  own departments and d iv is ions  a s  does a squadron. 


The Off ice r  i n  Charge of each detachment is s e l e c t e d  by t h e  Commanding 

Officer.  Ashore, t h e  Off icer  i n  Charge functions a s  a department head, 

responsible t o  the  Commanding Of f i ce r ,  CARAEWRON 121. A t  s ea ,  he i s  

responsible t o  the  Wing Commander f o r  opera t ional  purposes, as  w e l l  a s ,  

t o  the  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  CARAEWRON 121 f o r  administrat ive purposes. 


The detachment takes  i t s  designation from the  h u l l  number of t h e  sh ip  

aboard which it deploys. 


Enclosure (1) 



A t  t he  beginning of  the  yea r  1972, CARAEWRON 121 had t h r e e  detachments 
which deployed with t h e  following personnel and a i r c r a f t  : 

Detachment 11was a f i v e  plane detachment cons is t ing  of f i f t e e n  
p i l o t s ,  n ine  NFOsf , one ground o f f i c e r ,  four  e n l i s t e d  aircrew and 
eighty-two e n l i s t e d  personnel f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  111. 

Detachment 1 8  was d i ses tab l i shed  on 1May 1972. 

Detachment 42 was a t h r e e  plane detachment cons i s t ing  o f  e igh t  p i l o t s ,  
s i x  NFOsf , four  e n l i s t e d  aircrew and forty-nine e n l i s t e d  personnel 
f o r  a t o t a l  of  67. 
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PERSONNEL ASS IGNE D 

31 December 1972 	 Off icers  - 51 

En l i s t ed  - 157 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE E-1B TRACER 

CARAEWRON 121 f l i e s  t h e  E-1B TRACER from t h e  decks of A t l a n t i c  Fleet  
c a r r i e r s .  The a i r c r a f t  is  a twin engine, high wing a i r c r a f t  b u i l t  by 
t h e  Grumman Ai rc ra f t  Engineering Corporation. Its primary mission i s  
t o  provide airborne rada r  coverage t o  f l e e t  un i t s .  It i s  equipped f o r  
a l l  weather f l i g h t  and is  operated by a crew of four :  p i l o t ,  co -p i lo t ,  
nava l  f l i g h t  o f f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d  aircrewman. The a i r c r a f t  f ea tu res  a 
top-mounted radome which houses a 17 1/2 foot  by 4 foo t  r o t a t i n g  antenna, 
and provides a search range of  approximately 200 miles.  

OPERATIONAL STATISTICS 19 72 

Tota l  hours flown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,972 

To ta l  c a r r i e r  landings . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,191 

Tota l  s o r t i e s .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,203 
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19 72 CHRONOLOGY 

01  - 10 JAN -	 Detachment 42 shore-based a t  NAS Norfolk, Virgin ia ,  
conducted FCLPs a t  NALF Fentress.  The Detachment's th ree  
a i r c r a f t  had ARC-97 UHF rad ios  replaced with ARC-52 radios .  
LCDR J .  M. HAGEN, USN, Of f i ce r  i n  Charge. 

01  - 16 JAN -	 Detachment 18 prepared f i v e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
Operation SNOWY BEACH. LCDR D. J. BALLEW, USNR, Off icer  
i n  Charge. 

11 - 1 3  JAN - Detachment 42 deployed t o  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Mayport, F lor ida ,  
f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  aboard USS FRANKLIN D.  ROOSEVELT 
(CVA-42). 

14  - 16 JAN -	 Detachment 42 shore-based a t  NAS Norfolk f o r  type t r a i n i n g .  

17 - 31 JAN -	 Detachment 42 deployed on ROOSEVELT f o r  SNOWY BEACH o f f  
t h e  coast  o f  Maine. Valuable t r a i n i n g ,  both opera t iona l  
and l o g i s t i c a l  was accomplished under cold weather condit ions.  

17 - 31 JAN - Detachment 1 8  s t a t i o n e d  a t  NAS Quonset Point  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  cold weather ASW operat ions i n  support  of SNOWY BEACH. 
Detachment a i r c r a f t  worked c lose ly  with HMS ALBIAN. 

01 - 31 JAN -	 Detachment 11t r a i n e d  i n  prepara t ion  f o r  a February deploy- 
ment aboard USS INTREPID (CVS-11). Detachment 11also  
a s s i s t e d  Detachment 18 i n  prepara t ion  f o r  SNOWY BEACH. 

01 - 11FEB -	 Detachment 42 shore-based a t  NAS Norfolk i n  prepara t ion  f o r  
1972 Mediterranean c ru i se  aboard ROOSEVELT. 

01 - 06 FEB -	 Detachment 11, i n  prepara t ion  f o r  a t h r e e  week deployment 
on-board INTREPID, completed 40 day and 76 n igh t  FCLPs. 

07 - 28 FEB - Detachment 11aboard INTREPID, conducted c y c l i c  operat ions.  
Eighty-six day and t h i r t y - s i x  n igh t  c a r r i e r  landings completed. 
LCDR L. F. PERMENTER, USN, Off icer  i n  Charge. 

12 - 14 FEB -	 Detachment 42 t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  flyaway and personnel air-, 
l i f t e d  t o  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Mayport. 

15 FEB -	 Detachment 42 deployed aboard ROOSEVELT f o r  Mediterranean 
c ru i se .  

16 - 26 FEB -	 Detachment 42 a i r c r a f t  flew aboard ROOSEVELT. LANTREADEX 
conducted i n  the  Carribbean. E-1B was tasked with AEW/AIC 
mission and loca ted  a Russian A G I .  E-1B con t ro l l ed  approaches 
were conducted bv each con t ro l l e r .  

a 
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27 FEB - ROOSEVELT t r a n s i t e d  t o  Bay o f  Biscay 

28 FEB - Detachment 11returned t o  NAS Norfolk. 

01 - 28 FEB - Detachment 1 8  conducted t r a i n i n g  and opera t ional  f l i g h t s  
a t  NAS Norfolk. 

01 - 07 MAR - Detachment ll conducted FCLPs a t  NALF Fentress.  

01 - 08 MAR - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  MAGIC SWORD V i n  Bay o f  Biscay. 

10 MAR - ROOSEVELT INCHOP t o  Mediterranean and re l i eved  USS INDEPENDENCE 
(CVA-67) 

10 MAR - INTREPID deployed t o  EASTLANT. Operations conducted while 
t r a n s i t i n g  Bermuda area .  

10 - 14 MAR -. ROOSEVELT, i n  t h e  western Mediterranean, conducted c y c l i c  
operat ions.  

11MAR - INTREPID conducted c a r r i e r  r e f r e s h e r  landings.  

12 - 15 MAR - INTREPID conducted anti-submarine warfare operat ions.  

15 - 19 MAR - INTREPID t r a n s i t e d  t o  eas te rn  At lant ic .  

15 - 19 MAR - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Palma, Spain. 

20 - 22 MAR - INTREPID conducted c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

20 - 24 MAR - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  western Mediterranean. 

23 - 28 MAR - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SOLID OAK. 

25 MAR - 03 APR - ROOSEVELT anchored at Naples, I t a l y .  One E-1B based 
a t  NAF Naples. 

01  - 31 MAR - Detachment 1 8  conducted opera t ional  and t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  a t  
NAS Norfolk. 

01  - 04 APR -. INTREPID docked a t  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Rata, Spain. 

04 - 10 APR - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  western Mediterranean. 

05 APR - INTREPID t r a n s i t e d  t o  operat ing a r e a  o f f  t h e  coast of Portugal .  

06 - 10 APR - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SOLID OAK. 

11APR - INTREPID t r a n s i t e d  t o  Lisbon, Portugal .  

11 - 16 APR - ROOSEVELT anchored at Cannes, France. Three day s a f e t y  
standdown. 



12 - 14 APR - INTREPID anchored a t  Lisbon, Portugal  


15 - 23 APR - INTREPID re turned t o  CONUS. 


17 - 20 APR - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  western Mediterranean. 


21  - 25 APR - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Barcelona, Spain. 


23 - 30 APR - Detachment 11conducted t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Norfolk. 


0 1  - 30 APR - Detachment 18 conducted operat ional  and t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  

a t  NAS Norfolk. 

01  MAY - Detachment 18 dises tabl ished.  

01 MAY - LCDR D. J. BALLEW, USNR, re l i eved  LCDR L. F. PERMENTER, USN 
as  Of f ice r  i n  Charge of  Detachment 11. 


01 MAY - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  eas te rn  

Mediterranean. 

01 - 14 MAY - Detachment 11 conducted FCLPs a t  NALF Fentress. 

02 - 07 MAY - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Athens, Greece. 

08 - 15 MAY - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  DAWN PATROL. 

15 MAY - Detachment Ills f i v e  a i r c r a f t  and personnel depart fo r  
NAS Quonset Point .  

16 MAY - LCDR L.  K. EDMONSTON, USN r e l i e v e d  LCDR J ,  M. HAGEN, USN 
a s  Of f ice r  i n  Charge of  Detachment 42, 

16 - 19 MAY - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Corfu, Greece. 

16  - 25 MAY - INTREPID operated i n  western At lant ic .  

20 - 24 MAY - ROOSEVELT operated o f f  t h e  coast of Crete a t  NAMFI Missle 
Range. 

25 MAY - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Souda Bay, Crete. 

26 - 30 MAY - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  PHIBLEX 12-72 i n  eas te rn  Mediterranean. 

26 - 31 MAY - INTREPID docked a t  NAS Quonset Point ,  R. I. 

01 - 05 JUN - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Rhodes, Greece. 

06 - 12 JUN - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SHABAZ 72. 
C 




01 - 13  JUN - INTREPID operated i n  western At lan t i c  o f f  Quonset Po in t ,  R. I. 

1 3  - 14 JUN - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Souda Bay, Crete.  

14 - 15 JUN - Detachment 11returned t o  NAS Norfolk, 

1 5  - 21 JUN - ROOSEVELT operated o f f  coast  of  Crete a t  NAMFI Missile Range. 

16 - 30 J U N  - Detachment 11pre-deployment t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Norfolk. 

22 J U N  - 05 J U L  - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Athens, Greece. 

23 JUN - Commander R. M. PHILLIPS re l i eved  Commander W. T .  MIESSE 
as Commanding Of f i ce r ,  Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 12 1. 

06 - 10 JUL - ROOSEVELT engaged i n  s p e c i a l  operat ions o f f  coast  o f  t h e  
United Arab Republic. 

01 - 10 JUL - Detachment 11prepared f o r  deployment t o  t h e  North At lan t i c .  

11J U L  - Detachment 11embarked aboard INTREPID f o r  deployment. 

11 - 14 J U L  - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Rhodes, Greece. 

15 - 20 JUL - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NATIONAL WEEK X I I I .  

21  - 23 J U L  - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Souda Bay, Crete. One E-1B conducted 
FCLPs a t  NAF Sigonella .  

24 - 27 JUL - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  GOOD FRIENDSHIP. 

28 JUL - ROOSEVELT anchored at Mersin, Turkey. 

29 - 30 J U L  - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
Mediterranean. 

31 J U L  - 03 AUG - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Athens, Greece. 

04 - 07 AUG - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  QUICK DRAW. 

08 - 1 3  AUG - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Golfe Juan,  France. 

14  - 18  AUG - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  western 
Mediterranean. 

01 - 18  AUG - INTREPID conducted operat ions i n  prepara t ion  f o r  UPPER HAND. 

19 - 20 AUG - INTRGPID anchored a t  Bergen, Norway. 
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19 - 24 AUG - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Barcelona, Spain. 

21  - 25 AUG - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  UPPER HAND 

25 - 29 AUG - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  western 
Mediterranean. 

26 - 27 AUG - INTREPID t r a n s i t e d  t o  Netherlands. 

28 - 30 AUG - INTREPID docked a t  Rotterdam, Netherlands, 

30 AUG - 07 SEP - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Barcelona, Spain. 

31 AUG - INTREPID conducted dependents' moonlight c ru i se  t o  Portsmouth, 
England. 

08 - 11SEP - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  western and 
e a s t e r n  Mediterranean. 

01 - 11SEP - INTREPID docked a t  Portsmouth, England. 

12 - 16 SEP - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Athens, Greece. 

14 - 28 SEP - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  STRONG EXPRESS. 

17  - 30 SEP - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  DEEP FURROW. 

01  - 05 OCT - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  western 
Mediterranean and PASSEX with USS FOWSTAL (CVA-59). 

06 - 15 OCT - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  ESCORT DEEP. 

06 - 2 1  OCT - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Barcelona, Spain. 

16 - 20 OCT - INTREPID re turned t o  NAS Quonset Point  and Detachment 11 
returned t o  NAS Norfolk. 

21  OCT - 09 NOV - Detachment 11 conducted t r a i n i n g  and opera t ional  f l i g h t s  
a t  NAS Norfolk. 

22 - 27 OCT - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  t h e  western 
Mediterranean. 

28 OCT - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  QUICK DRAW. 

30 OCT - ROOSEVELT conducted a f l i g h t  demonstration f o r  I t a l i a n  
Mil i ta ry  Academy. 

31 OCT - 05 NOV - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Naples, I t a l y ,  
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0 1  NOV - LCDR L. F. PERMENTER re l i eved  LCDR D. J. BALLEW a s  Off icer  
i n  Charge o f  Detachment 11. 

06 NOV - ROOSEVELT conducted c y c l i c  operations i n  western Mediterranean. 

07 - 08 NOV - ROOSEVELT conducted PHIBEX o f f  Monte Romano Bombing Range. 

09 - 12 NOV - ROOSEVELT anchored a t  Augusta Bay, S i c i l y .  

10 - 16 NOV - Detachment ll conducted CV t r a i n i n g  aboard INTREPID. 

13 - 1 8  NOV - ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NATIONAL WEEK X I V .  

17  - 23 NOV - Detachment 11returned t o  NAS Norfolk f o r  Thanksgiving holiday. 

21 - 22 NOV - ROOSEVELT conducted PASSEX with Royal Dutch Navy Ship DIE 
ZEBEN PROBINCIEN. 

23 - 27 NOV - ROOSEVELT anchored Palma, Spain. 

25 - 30 NOV - INTREPID t r a n s i t  t o  Mediterranean. 

28 NOV - ROOSEVELT conducted cyc l i c  operat ions i n  western Mediterranean. 

30 NOV - ROOSEVELT re l i eved  by INTREPID a t  Rota, Spain. 

01 - 06 DEC - ROOSEVELT re turned t o  CONUS. 

06 - 07 DEC - INTREPID conducted c y c l i c  operat ions i n  the  western Mediterranean. 

07 DEC - Detachment 42 a i r c r a f t  flyaway t o  NAS Norfolk. 

08 - 11 DEC - INTREPID anchored a t  Barcelona, Spain. 

09 DEC - ROOSEVELT docked a t  Naval S ta t ion ,  Norfolk. 

1 0  - 31 DEC - Detachment 42 post  deployment standdown. 

12 - 14 DEC - INTREPID anchored a t  Civitavecchia,  I t a l y .  

15 DEC - INTREPID p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation RED-EYE. 

16 - 19 DEC - INTREPID conducted c y c l i c  operations i n  western Mediterranean. 

20 - 26 DEC - INTREPID anchored a t  Palma, Majorca. 
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CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 121 

1972 H i s t o r i c a l  Narrat ive 

On 1January 1972 a l l  detachments o f  Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron 121  were preparing f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  long planned cold 
weather e x e r c i s e ,  Operation SNOWY BEACH. This 10 day exerc i se ,  cons i s t ing  
of f l e e t  d r i l l s  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  a r e a  boardering NAS Quonset Point  and the  
northern t i p  of  Maine, was conceived t o  t e s t  f l e e t  readiness under cold 
weather condit ions.  It began on 14 January. Detachment 42 p a r t i c i p a t e d  
aboard USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42). Detachment 18 ,  augmented by 
Detachment 11personnel ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  as a shore-based component a t  NAS 
Quonset Point .  Squadron a i r c r a f t  provided su r face  and a i r  r ada r  su rve i l l ance ,  
a i r  con t ro l ,  AUTOCAT, and BELLHOP. 

In February, i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  disestablishment of Detachment 18 ,  
t h e  on-board complement o f  Detachment personnel was reduced t o  a l e v e l  
appropriate t o  a s s i s t  t h e  squadron i n  conducting l o c a l  operat ions and 
exerc i ses .  The o t h e r  two detachments began prepara t ions  f o r  deployment. 
Detachment 11t r a i n e d  f o r  a s i x  week cur i se  with s e v e r a l  exerc ises  and 
c y c l i c  operat ions aboard INTREPID on 7 - 28 February. LCDR L .  F. PERMENTER 
was Off icer  i n  Charge. Detachment 42 prepared to deploy aboard ROOSEVELT 
f o r  a s i x  month Mediterranean cur i se .  F inal  FCLP f l i g h t s  were flown and 
equipment checks completed. The a i r c r a f t  were configured with ASN-50 
navigat ion gear ,  Soviet IFF detec t ion  equipment, and a t h i r d  ARC-52 i n  
l i e u  of  ARC-97s. 

On 15 February , ROOSEVELT s a i l e d  from Naval S t a t i o n ,  Mayport, F lor ida ,  
with LCDR J. M. HAGEN a s  Off icer  i n  Charge o f  Detachment 42. Following 
severa l  exe rc i ses  o f f  t h e  coast  of  t h e  southern United S t a t e s ,  ROOSEVELT 
t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  Bay of  Bixcay and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation MAGIC SWORD V. 
Excessively heavy s e a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  minimum p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a l l  u n i t s  i n  
MAGIC SWORD V. 

By 10 March, ROOSEVELT had re l i eved  USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62). Detachment 
11 returned t o  Norfolk, completed FCLPs a t  NALF Fentress,  and turned 
around t o  s a i l  t o  EASTLANT aboard INTREPID. Detachment 1 8  remained i n  
Norfolk conducting s p e c i a l  exerc ises  i n  support  of W I N G  TWELVE commitments. 

A t  t h e  end of  March and during t h e  first h a l f  of Apr i l ,  INTREPID par t -  
i c i p a t e d  with t h e  Spanish and Portuguese Navies, i n  Operation SOLID OAK. 
Detachment a i r c r a f t  provided surface  r a d a r  su rve i l l ance ,  a i r  con t ro l ,  
AUTOCAT and BELLHOP. Following a por t  v i s i t  t o  Lisbon, t h e  Detachment 
re turned t o  Norfolk. 

ROOSEVELT spent  March, Apr i l  and t h e  beginning o f  May i n  normal c y c l i c  
opera t ions  i n  t h e  western Mediterranean. These exerc ises  were i n  pre- 
pa ra t ion  f o r  Operation DAWN PATROL which began 15 May. ROOSEVELT concluded 



t he  month of  May p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  PHIBLEX 12-72 n e a r  the  NAMFI Missi le  
Range o f f  the  coast  of Crete. E-1B a i r c r a f t  of Detachment 42 provided 
AEW coverage f o r  f l e e t  u n i t s  i n  support of amphibious landings.  

On 1May disestablishment of Detachment 1 8  was complete. Personnel from 
t h e  Detachment remained i n  Norfolk awaiting t r a n s f e r  o r  were t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  Detachment 11o r  42. LCDR D. J. BALLEW departed Detachment 1 8  t o  
r e l i e v e  LCDR L. F. PERMENTER as Of f i ce r  i n  Charge of Detachment 11. On 
16 May LCDR L. K .  EDMONSTON re l i eved  LCDR J. M. HAGEN a s  Off icer  i n  Charge 
of Detachment 42. Detachment 11remained i n  Norfolk i n  prepara t ion  f o r  
the  annual Operat ional  Readiness Evaluation aboard INTREPID. 

In June, Detachment 11 deployed aboard INTREPID f o r  the  ORE i n  the  Bermuda 
opera t ing  area .  Detachment 11 returned t o  Norfolk i n  time t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  Squadron Change of Command ceremonies on 2 3  June. Commander R. M .  PHILLIPS 
re l i eved  Commander W. T. MIESSE as Commanding Off icer .  Commander 
R. L. RENTSCHLER assumed d u t i e s  of Executive Off icer .  

During t h i s  per iod  ROOSEVELT p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation SHABAZ 72 , followed 
by rou t ine  exe rc i ses  i n  waters o f f  t h e  United Arab Republic. She 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NATIONAL WEEK X I V  and then moved t o  h e r  e a s t e r n  most 
anchorage a t  Mersin, Turkey. On 11July ,  INTREPID deployed from NAS Quonset 
Point  f o r  an EASTLANT c r u i s e ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  Norwegian waters on 30 Ju ly .  

In August o f f i c i a l  confirmation was rece ived t h a t  ROOSEVELTts s i x  month 
c ru i se  was extended f o r  an i n d e f i n i t e  period.  The A i r  Wing prepared f o r  
exerc ises  t o  t ake  place i n  August and September of which Operation QUICK 
DRAW was t h e  first. The ROOSEVELT then t r a n s i t e d  t o  Athens t o  be i n  
pos i t ion  f o r  t h e  most important exerc ise  of  t h e  c ru i se  - Operation DEEP 
FURROW. DEEP FURROW u t i l i z e d  f u l l y  t h e  detachment's AEW c a p a b i l i t i e s  
and rewarded p i l o t s ,  NFOs, aircrew, and o the r  detachment personnel  f o r  
t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  and team work. Many KUDOS were received by t h e  Detachment. 

INTREPID and Detachment 11began August o f f  t h e  coast  o f  Norway i n  pre-  
para t ion  f o r  a b i l a t e r a l  opera t ion ,  UPPER HAND. During t h i s  per iod  
Detachment a i r c r a f t  were ins t rumenta l  i n  t r ack ing  a Soviet  "Y" c l a s s  
submarine. In September Detachment 11p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation STRONG 
EXPRESS. Detachment a i r c r a f t  remained airborne continuously f o r  fourteen 
days during around-the-clock operat ions providing r a d a r  su r face  su rve i l l ance ,  
AUTOCAT and BELLHOP. 

In October INTREPID concluded h e r  deployment with Operation ESCORT DEEP 
and s a i l e d  f o r  home t o  a r r i v e  i n  CONUS on 21 October. Training commenced 
immediately f o r  t r a n s i t i o n  from CVS t o  CV operat ions p r i o r  t o  r e l i e v i n g  
ROOSEVELT. 

Following Operation QUICK DRAW, ROOSEVELT t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  western 
Mediterranean t o  conduct a PASSEX with USS FOWSTAL (CVA-59) and 



demonstrate A i r  Wing f l i g h t  prof ic iency with an airshow f o r  t h e  I t a l i a n  
Mil i ta ry  Academy. ROOSEVELT and Detachment 42 concluded t h e i r  extended 
deployment i n  l a t e  November with a PHIBLEX a t  Monte Romano Bombing Range 
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  NATIONAL WEEK X I V .  

A s  Detachment 11 continued prepara t ions  f o r  deployment, LCDR L . F. PERMENTER 
re l i eved  LCDR D. J .  BALLEW as Off icer  i n  Charge of  Detachment 11 on 
1November. Wi-th CV t r a i n i n g  and o the r  prepara t ions  completed, t h e  
detachment deployed on 24 November aboard USS INTREPID. 

On 30 November, INTREPID re l i eved  ROOSEVELT. ROOSEVELT and Detachment 
42 re turned t o  CONUS on 9 December f o r  a well-deserved r e s t  and standdown 
during t h e  holiday period.  INTREPID completed t h e  yea r  with normal c y c l i c  
operat ions and inpor t  periods t o  ce lebra te  t h e  holidays.  
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2. 	 Accidents 

A.  	 Detachment 11 

01-72A 19 May 72, CVS-11, 136759, 148145. Ship ' s  C-1A t a x i e d  
i n t o  E-U3. 

B.  	 Detachment 11 

01-73A 15 December 72, CVS-11, 148905, 147213. E-1B t a x i e d  
i n t o  another  E-1B prop. 

3. 	 I nc iden t s  

A. 	 Detachment 11 

(1)  10-721 7 J A N  72, NAS NORVA, 148901, F a i l u r e  of  brake assembly 
(2)  	11-721 1 8  FEB 72, CVS-11, 147213, P o r t  carb  i n t a k e  boot 
( 3 )  12-721 22 FEB 72, CVS-ll, 147213, Nose gea r  down lock microswitch 
( 4 )  	13-721 11 MAR 72, CVS-11, 147213, I n t e r n a l  e l e c t r i c a l  f a i l u r e  
(5)  14-721 24 MAR 72, CVS-11, 147213, Tach gene ra to r  cannon p lug  
( 6 )  	15-721 29 MAR 72,  NS ROTA, SPAIN, 147213, Hydraul ic  l e a k  
( 7 )  16-721 6 APR 72, CVS-11, 147213, Carburetor  i nduc t ion  assembly 
(8)  17-721 3 	MAY 72, Langley AFB, Hampton, V a ,  147213, CSD f l e x  

s h a f t  aft  bea r ing  
(9 )  18-721 8 MAY 72, NAS NORVA, 148908, Prop s h a f t  c o n t r o l  r e t a i n i n g  n u t  

(10 )  19-721 25 	MAY 72, NAS Qyonset P o i n t ,  148908, Exhaust s t a c k  clamp, 
#8 cy l .  (Second occurrence i n  t h r e e  days) 

(11)  20-721 2 	JUN 72, CVS-11, 148901, Tailhook VP lock t o m  loose  
dur ing  p a r t i a l  i n - f l i g h t  engagement 

(12)  22-721 4 JUN 72, CVS-11, 147231, Manifold p re s su re  l i n e  
(13) 22-721 5 J U N  72, CVS-11, 147213, Torque meter hose assembly (hea t ed )  
(14)  23-721 11J U N  72, CVS-11, 147231, Chip l i g h t  
(15)  24-721 22 J U N  72, NALF Fen t r e s s ,  147231, CSD forward bea r ing  
(16) 01-731 1 7  JUL 72, CVS-11, 148915, Torque p re s su re  sens ing  switch 
(17) 02-731 15  SEP 72, CVS-11, 147231, Fuel  quan t i t y  a m p l i f i e r  
(18)  03-731 1 7  SEP 72, CVS-11, 148915, E leva to r  t r i m  a c t i v a t o r  motor 
(19)  04-731 1 7  SEP 72, CVS-11, 148917, Pushrod adap te r  
(20)  	05-731 10 OCT 72, CVS-11, 147917, #5 cy l inde r  va lve  f a i l u r e  
(21)  06-731 11NOV 72, CVS-11, 147213, Lineman s t r u c k  by prop 



B. Detachment 42 

( 1 )  04-721 24 FEB 72, CVA-42, 148146, T a i l  hook contac ted  rounddown 
( 2 )  05-721 1 3  MAR 72, CVA-42, 148913, Shock s t r u t  assembly 
( 3 )  06-721 6 APR 72, CVA-42, 148146, CSD Housing f a i l u r e  
( 4 )  07-721 7 APR 72, CVA-42, 148904, Ju ry  s t r u t  f a i l u r e  
(5) 08-721 28 APR 72, CVA-42, 148913, Generator f a i l u r e  
(6) 09:72I 30 APR 72, CVA-42, 148913, CSD output  bea r ing  
( 7 )  10-721 ll MAY 72, CVA-42, 148913, Chip l i g h t  
(8)  11-721 8 MAY 72, CVA-42, 148904, F i r e  warning l i g h t  
( 9 )  12-721 12 J U N  72, CVA-42, 148913, Chip l i g h t ,  CSD d r i v e  s h a f t  

(10)  	01-731 8 J U L  72, CVA-42, 148146, Unsafe gea r  i n d i c a t i o n  from 
damaged drag  brace  locking  f i n g e r s  

(11)  02-731 10 JUL 72, CVA-42, 148193, CSD l i g h t  
(12) 	03-731 1 7  JUL 72, CVA-42, 148146, Chip l i g h t  
(13) 	04-731 19 JUL 72, CVA-42, 148904, #8 c y l i n d e r  exhaust  s t a c k  clamp 
(14)  05-731 29 J U L  72, CVA-42, 148146, Hydraul ic  hose "0" r i n g  f a i l u r e  
(15) 	06-731 16  AUG 72, CVA-42, 148146, A/C t a i l  damaged by COD A/C 
(16) 	07-731 1 7  SEP 72, CVA-42, 148904, FOD i n  c o n t r o l  cab le s  
(17) 	08-731 24 OCT 72, CVA-42, 148146, CSD bea r ing  f a i l u r e  
(18) 	09-731 25 OCT 72, CVA-42, 148146, #8 c y l i n d e r  cracked 

C.  Detachment 1 8  

( 1 )  16-721 25 J A N  72, MCAS Cherry P o i n t ,  148139, CSD gearbox f a i l u r e  
( 2 )  17-721 23 FEB 72, NAS NORVA, 148139, Chip l i g h t  
( 3 )  18-721 24 APR 72, NAS NORVA, 147236, Po r t  engine f a i l u r e  

D.  VAW-121, NAS Norfolk,  V a .  

(01)  01-731 	 16 NOV 72, NAS NORVA, 148915, Generator and superv isory  
pane l  f a i l u r e  


