
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY ONE 7) 

NAVAL AIR STATION 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511 

VAN-1 21/SS/bjc 
5750 

\f\ED Ser : C -3
O~~~lJS 5 APR 1972
w-1 Unclass i f i ed  upon removal o f  enclosure (1) 

From: Cornanding Of f i ce r ,  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne Ear l y  Warning Squadron 

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY ONE 


To: Chief  o f  Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 


Subj : Command H i s t o r i e s  (OPNAV Report 5750-1 ) (U) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

Enc1: (1) CARAEWRON 121 (VAW-121) Squadron H i s t o r y  1970 (C)  

1. (U) I n  accordance w i t h  reference (a), enclosure (1) i s  submitted 
herewi t h  . 

1 

k 7 - L - J  
W. T. MIESSE 

Copy to: 

D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y  

COMCAEWW-TWELVE 


@K,Q,UP * 3 DECLASSIFIED 
7:Downg~adeJ

Den!~c.ifierlaitcr 12 years. 
3 yc" iinl€!fi2:~: 



CARAEWRON 1 2 1  


(VAW-121) 

SQUADRON HISTORY 

1 9 7 0  


CONTENTS 

COMMAND ORGANIZATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 


MISSION OF COMMAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I 

PERSONNEL ASSIGNED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


THE E-10 "TRACER". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 


OPERATIONAL STATISTICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


CHRONOLOGY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-5 


NARRATIVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-9 


ACCIDENTS, INCIDENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l o - 1 5  


GROUP - 4 

Qctv,mgraded at 3 year infervals;

Dsciassified aOtw 12 years. 



COMMAND ORGAN IZATION 

CHRONOLOGY OF CARAEWRON 121 COMMANDING OFFICER'S 

Captain Joseph A. PARISEAU, USN, 124265/1310 - 1 A p r i l  t o  9 June 1967 

Captain Sheldon L. CORNER, USN, 407279/1310 - 9 June t o  1 J u l y  1967 

Commander Raymond A. PETTIGREW, USN, 540343/1310 - 1 J u l y  1967 - 10 J u l y  1968 

Commander S t u a r t  V. REYNOLDS, USN, 520034/1310 - 10 J u l y  1968 - 16 May 1969 

Commander Charles F. ALEXANDER, USN, 581325/1310 - 16 May 1969 - 9 June 1970 

Commander Thomas G. EVANS, USN, 565582/1310 - 9 June 1970 - Present 

MISSION OF COMAND 

To prov ide Airborne Ear l y  Warning t o  F l e e t  Un i t s  i n v o l v i n g  I n t e r c e p t  
Control ,  S t r i k e  Control ,  Radar and Radio Re1 ay, Search and Rescue, and 

Radar and Visual Reconnaissance as d i r e c t e d  by h igher author1 ty. 


COMPOSITION OF COMMAND 


CARAEWRON 121 i s  organized according t o  a Detachment Concept. That i s ,  

each detachment func t i ons  as a squadron w i t h i n  a squadron. Each detach- 

ment has i t s  own departments and d i v i s i o n s  as does the  squadron, 


The O f f i c e r  i n  Charge o f  each detachment i s  se lec ted by t h e  Comnanding 

O f f i c e r .  Ashore, the  O f f i c e r  i n  Charge func t i ons  as a Department Head, 

responsib le t o  the  Comnanding Off icer ,  CARAEWRON 121, A t  sea, he i s  

responsib le t o  the  A i r  Wing Comnander f o r  opera t iona l  purposes as we l l  

as the  Comnandi ng O f f i c e r  CARAEWON 121 f o r  admin i s t ra t i ve  purposes. 


The detachment takes i t s  designat ion f rom the  H u l l  Number o f  the  sh ip  

aboard which i t  deploys. 


COMPOSITION OF DETACHMENTS 


As o f  December 1970, we have f o u r  (4) detachments which deploy w i t h  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  personnel and a i r c r a f t :  


Three (3) a i r c r a f t  detachment, 5 p i l o t s ,  4 co-p i lo ts ,  6 Naval F l i g h t  
O f f i ce rs ,  1 ground o f f i c e r ,  5 e n l i s t e d  aircrewman and a t o t a l  o f  45 
en1 i s t e d  personnel f o r  a t o t a l  compliment o f  61 . 

Five (5) a i r c r a f t  detachment, 7 p i l o t s ,  7 co -p i l o t s ,  8 Naval F l i g h t  
O f f i ce rs ,  1 ground o f f i c e r ,  8 e n l i s t e d  aircrewman and a t o t a l  o f  77 
e n l i s t e d  personnel f o r  a t o t a l  compliment o f  100. 



DECLASSIFIED 

PERSONNEL ASSIGNED 

96 Off icers  290 En1 i s t ed  

The E-10 "TRACER" 

CARAEWRON 121 f l i e s  the E-1B Tracer from the decks of At lan t i c  Fleet  
Carr iers .  The a i r c r a f t  I s  a twin-engine, high wing a i r c r a f t  b u i l t  by 
t he  Gruman Ai rc ra f t  Engineering Corporation. I t s  primary mission is 
t o  provide airborne radar coverage t o  an assigned area o r  force  a t  sea.  
I t  i s  equipped f o r  a l l  weather f l  i gh t  and i s  operated by a crew of four 
(4) ,  p i l o t ,  co-pi lo t ,  naval f l i g h t  o f f i c e r  and en l i s t ed  aircrewman. The 
a i r c r a f t  f ea tu res  a top-mounted radome t h a t  houses a 17 1/2 foo t  by 4 
foot  r o t a t i n  antenna, which provides a search range of approximately 
two hundred 9200) miles. 

OPERATIONAL STATIST1 CS 1970 

Total Hours Flown 5,712----------------n---v---T--

Total Carr ier  Land ings----3T--TT..-m-.C-q--.T-C--.C1 ,730 



CARAENRON 121 1970 CHRONOLOGY 

4-15JAN 	 DetachmentTHIRTY-EIGHTdeploystoNaval A i r s t a t i o n C e c i l  
F i e l d  f o r  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  aboard USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38). 

12 JAN 	 USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) compl etes tu rnover  w i t h  
USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62) i n  the  Mediterranean. 

13-1 6 JAN 	 USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  Operation 
DEEP SIX 111. 

1 FEB 	 Detachments TEN and SIXTY-SEVEN d ises tab l ished.  Detachment 
ELEVEN formed w i t h  LCDR B. H. KEESLER as O f f i c e r  i n  Charge. 

2 FEB 	 Detachment THIRTY -EIGHT boards USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) in 
con junc t ion  w i t h  Operat ional Readiness Inspect ion.  

16-27 FEB 	 Detachment EIGHTEEN deploys aboard USS WASP (CVS-18) f o r  
Car r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

17 FEB 	 Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfolk. 

23-27 FEB 	 Detachment ELEVEN deploys t o  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Pensacola f o r  
C a r r i e r  Qua1 i f i c a t i o n s  aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVT-16). 

3 MAR 	 Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT 1oads a board USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) 
a t  Mayport, F l o r i d a  f o r  deployment t o  Western P a c i f i c .  

3-15 MAR 	 Detachment ELEVEN deploys two a i r c r a f t  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Exercise 
SPRINGBOARD. 

17 MAR 	 Detachment EIGHTEEN deploys aboard USS WASP (CVS-18) f o r  
coasta l  operat ions . 

23-26 MAR 	 Detachment ELEVEN deploys two a i r c r a f t  t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  
Quonset P o i n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  coordinated ASW Exercises 
w i t h  CVSG-56. 

3 APR 	 Detachment EIGHTEEN re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfo lk .  

3-9 APR 	 USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) p a r t i c i p a t e s  in Exercise 
NATIONAL WEEK V I .  

10 APR 	 USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) a r r i v e s  on Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  Combat 
Operations. 

18-22 APR 	 USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  CAAWEX I 1  
and AEWISURFEX. DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

21 -30 APR Detachment ELEVEN deploys aboard USS INTREPID (CVS-11) 
f o r  Car r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

5 MAY Detachment EIGHTEEN deploys a board USS WASP (CVS-18) 
f o r  operat ions i n  the North A t l a n t i c .  

4-1 0 MY USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) 
Operations TRANSITEX and PHIBLEX. 

p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  

4-1 0 MAY USS INTREPID (CVS-11) 
A t l a n t i c .  

conducts ASW operat ions i n  Southwestern 

14 MAY Detachment ELEVEN re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Norfo lk .  

17-20 M4Y USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (cvA-42) 
Operat ion POOPDECK. 

p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  

25-28 MAY USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) p a r t i c i a p t e s  i n  
Opera t i o n  DATEX . 

3-14 JUN USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) 
Operat ion DAWN PATROL. 

p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  

9 JUN CDR T. G. EVANS re1 ieves CDR C. F. ALEXANDER as Cornmanding 
O f f i c e r ,  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne Ear l y  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY ONE 

3-8 JUN USS WASP (CVS-18) p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  Exerc ise NIGHT PATROL. 

17 JUN Honorable Melv in  R. Lai rd,  Secretary o f  Defense v i s i t s  
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) i n  t h e  Mediterranean . 

28 JUN 
3 JUL 

- USS MASP (CVS-18) 
A r c t i c  C i r c l e .  

engages i n  ASW operat ions North o f  t he  

5-11 JUL USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) 
Operation SHAHBAZ . p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  

13-19 JUL Detachment ELEVEN deploys two a i r c r a f t  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
Quonset Point ,  Rhode I s l a n d  f o r  ASW operat ions w i t h  CVSG-56. 

17-20 JUL USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62) completes turnover w i t h  USS FRANKLIN 
D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) in the  Medi terranean . 

26-31 JUL Detachment ELEVEN deploys two a i r c r a f t  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
Pensacola f o r  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

27 JUL Detachment FORTY-TWO r e t u r n s  t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  
f rom Mediterranean deployment. 

Norfol k 

18 AUG LCDR J. J. DITTRICK r e l i e v e s  LCDR D. 
Charge o f  Detachment FORTY -TWO. 

P. SMITH as O f f i c e r  i n  

4 



DECLASSIFIED 

25-31 AUG Detachment ELEVEN deploys aboard USS INTREPID (CVS-11) 
f o r  Car r i e r  Qual i f i c a t i o n s  . 

7 SEP Detachment EIGHTEEN r e t u r n s  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
from North A t l a n t i c  deployment. 

Nor fo l k  

15-1 7 SEP USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) 
BEACON TOWER I V .  

p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  Exercise 

21-30 SEP Detachment ELEVEN deploys aboard USS INTREPID (CVS-11) 
f o r  ASW operat ions i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  

29 SEP USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  Operation NEW BOY. 

3 OCT Detachment ELEVEN re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  
ASW operat ions aboard USS INTREPID. 

Nor fo l k  from 

11 -31 OCT Detachment FORTY-TWO depl oys a board USS FRANKLIN D. 
f o r  operat ions i n  the  At1 a n t i c .  

ROOSEVELT 

18-28 OCT Detachment ELEVEN deploys aboard USS INTREPID (CVS-11) 
ASW operat ions w i t h  CVSG-56. 

f o r  

29-31 OCT USS INTREPID (CVS-11) p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  Exercise EYE BOLT. 

5 NOV USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) departs Yankee S t a t i o n  enroute t o  
CONUS v i a  Southern P a c i f i c  po r t s .  

20 NOV Detachment FORTY-TWO re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Nor fo l k  
from operat ions aboard USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) . 

6-11 DEC Detachment ELEVEN deploys t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  Pensacola 
f o r  C a r r i e r  Qual i f i c a t i o n s  aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVT-16) . 

6-1 1 DEC Detachment FORTY-TWO deploys t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  Pensacol a 
f o r  C a r r i e r  Qual i f i c a t i o n s  aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVT-16). 

17 DEC Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT re tu rns  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
f rom deployment t o  Western P a c i f i c .  

Nor fo lk  

21-23 DEC Detachment ELEVEN deploys one a i r c r a f t  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  
Quonset Po in t  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  CVSG-56 Command Presentat ion. 



NARRATIVE 

The year began w i t h  one o f  our four  detachments, Detachment FORTY-TWO, 
already steaming t o  the Mediterranean aboard ROOSEVELT. The ship I n  
chopped t o  the SIXTH F lee t  on 12 January a f te r  completing her turnover 
w i t h  INDEPENDENCE a t  Po l lens ia  Bay on Majorca. Detachment FORTY-TWO, 
as p a r t  o f  Attack A i r  Wing S I X ,  became involved sho r t l y  the rea f te r  i n  
i t s  f i r s t  exercise o f  the cruise, OPERATION DEEP S I X  111. Closer t o  
home, Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT was busy making preparations and completing 
l a s t  minute changes as necessary p r i o r  t o  i t s  r a p i d l y  approaching West 
PAC deployment aboard SHANGRI-LA. Ear ly  i n  the month, the p i l o t s  o f  the 
detachment f l ew  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  down t o  Cecil F i e l d  t o  p rac t i ce  f i e l d  c a r r i e r  
landings and then get  some re f resher  t raps aboard SHANGRI-LA. One o f  the 
a i r c r a f t  required an engine change which increased the detachment's work 
load considerably, i n  add i t i on  t o  i t s  being away from home base and support 
f a c i l  i t i e s .  The detachment suf fered an addi t iona l  engine change require-  
ment on the 28th dur ing p rac t i ce  landings a t  Fentress. This one occurred 
j u s t  two days p r i o r  t o  the a i r l i f t  t o  Mayport f o r  the Operational Readiness 
Inspect ion aboard SHANGRI-LA. Needless t o  say the job required an a l l  hands 
e f f o r t ,  but  was completed i n  an outstanding fashion. 

Detachments ELEVEN and EIGHTEEN were engaged i n  1 ocal t r a i n i n g  missions 
and ground t r a i n i n g  i n  general through most o f  the month and, i n  fac t ,  
t h i s  ca r r i ed  over t o  February as wel l .  Both o f  these detachments d i d  
pa r t i c i pa te  i n  re f resher  c a r r i e r  landing periods i n  February w i t h  Detach- 
ment EIGHTEEN working w i t h  WASP out  o f  Quonset Po in t  i n  mid-month and 
Detachment ELEVEN working w i t h  LEXINGTON out  o f  Pensacola from the 23rd 
through 27th. Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT continued i t s  busy schedule by 
deploying aboard SHANGRI-LA f o r  seventeen days on a work-up t r a i n i n g  cru ise 
t o  the Carribbean area culminating i n  the sh ip /A i r  Wing Operational Readi- 
ness Inspection. The Commanding O f f i ce r  o f  the squadron, Comnander Thomas 
G. EVANS v i s i t e d  w i t h  Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT dur ing t h i s  per iod and gained 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  the E-10's r o l e  i n  the At tack Car r ie r  environment. Detachment 
FORTY-TWO i n  the Mediterranean, was experiencing reduced fl i g h t  hours due t o  
the sh ip  being 1 i m i ted t o  eleven days a t  sea a month. They managed t o  base 
a detachment a t  Soudha Bay Crete f o r  5 days thereby prov id ing an opportuni ty 
t o  complete necessary standardizat ion f l igh ts  f o r  p i l o t s  and crew. 

As March r o l l e d  around, Detachment ELEVEN was involved i n  two separate ASW 
exercise periods. The f i r s t  of these was Exercise SPRINGBOARD SEVENTY 
which required the services o f  two o f  the detachment a i r c r a f t  i n  the 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico area f o r  two weeks i n  ea r l y  March. The second 
was staged out o f  Quonset Point, Rhode Is land.  Both exercises s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
enhanced the t r a i n i n g  1eve1 o f  the detachment from an operational po in t  o f  
view by creat ing many oppor tun i t ies  t o  supply radar services t o  actual  
a i r c r a f t .  Detachment EIGHTEEN spent the l a s t  hal f  of March t o  the 2nd of 
A p r i l  aboard WASP bas i ca l l y  i n  a type- t ra in ing environment. 



Just  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  departure from Norfolk, the detachment received 
an Admin is t ra t ive IMater ia l  Inspect ion conducted by the  squadron's 
S i t e  Support. Detachment THIRTY -EIGHT 1 oaded aboard SHANGRI-LA a t  
Mayport on the 3 rd  o f  March and began i t s  long t r a n s i t  t o  the Western 
Pac i f i c  area. Most o f  t h i s  non- f ly ing t ime was u t i l i z e d  i n  formal 
ground t r a i n i n g  and i ndoc t r i na t i on  o f  s i s t e r  squadrons i n  A t t a c t  A i r  
Wing EIGHT i n  the  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  the E-1B. Detachment FORTY-TWO 
enter ing i t s  t h i r d  month away from home base, was b u s i l y  engaged i n  
improving i t s  radar services t o  the ship. O f  importance was the  
u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the E-1B radar i n  night/ IFR approaches t o  the deck. 
An E-1 was spotted on the number three elevator ,  manned by two A i r  
Con t ro l l e rs  from CATTC and one detachment FORTY-TWO Senior Con t ro l l e r  
t o  coordinate. Three Case II I recover ies were completed w i t h  apparantly 
no major d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

A p r i l  was basical l y  a shore-based month f o r  h a l f  the squadron, Detachments 
ELEVEN and EIGHTEEN. The runways were closed a t  NAS Nor fo lk  f o r  a few 
weeks and p rac t i ce  f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landings were staged out  o f  NAS Oceana 
dur ing t h i s  period. Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT aboard SHANGRI-LA a r r i ved  on 
Yankee S ta t ion  and began conducting combat operat ions. On the 28th LT's 

 , LTJG and a ships company o f f i c e r  played an 
a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  the successful rescue of an A-4 p i l o t  forced t o  e j e c t  enroute 
t o  DaNang. Upon hearing the MAYDAY, LT headed f o r  the l a s t  known 
pos i t i on  which has been p l o t t e d  on the  E-1B's radar. Under unfavorable 
weather condit ions, LT and h i s  crew located t he  p i l o t  i n  the water 
and dropped three smoke l i g h t s  t o  mark the loca t ion .  LTJG assisted 
i n  vector ing the rescue he1 i cop te r  t o  the  scene f o r  t h e i r  successful pickup. 

Between the 4 th  and 10th o f  May, Detachment ELEVEN was engaged i n  round-the- 
c lock  ASW operat ions and used the  oppor tun i ty  t o  gain a c loser  involvement 
i n  prosecution o f  the submarine by having VS p i l o t s  f l y  as c o i p i l o t s  aboard 
the E-1 B. It apparant ly  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  step i n  VSIVAW cross-pol l  i na t ion .  
On May 5th, Detachment EIGHTEEN got  underway aboard WASP f o r  t h e i r  North 
A t l a n t i c  deployment and began a busy month a t  sea. On the 12th and 13th 
they t racked and helped i n t e r cep t  two ove r - f l i gh t s  o f  Russian Bears. Late 
i n  the month a one a i r c r a f t  detachment was dispatched t o  Rota, Spain w i t h  
f ou r  p i l o t s  f o r  re f resher  f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landing pract ice .  Now i n  i t s  second 
month i n  and ou t  o f  the Combat area i n  t he  Pac i f i c ,  Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT 
l o s t  the u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  one o f  i t s  a i r c r a f t  when on 15 May, LT 
as p i l o t ,  su f fered the f a i l u r e  o f  the starboard mainmount o f  a i r c r a f t  147231 
upon landing aboard SHANGRI-LA. The a i r c r a f t  was o f f  loaded a t  Subic Bay w i t h  
an estimated 500 man hours o f  s t ruc tua l  r epa i r  required. Through ou t  most of 
May, Detachment FORTY-TWO was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  SIXTH F lee t  exercises inc lud ing 
POOPDECK, DATEX, and TRANSITEX/PHIBLEX. POOPDECK p r i m a r i l y  being an AEW 
exercise, included incoming ra i ds  generated by the  Spanish A i r  Force, wh i le  
DATEX included French a i r  r a i d s  on the  c a r r i e r  force.  A combination o f  AEWI 
ASW capabi l  it i e s  was requ i red i n  DATEX/PHIBLEX, which was a1 so mu1 t i - na t i ona l  
i n  o r i g i n .  



On t h e  9 t h  o f  June, when Commander Thomas G. EVANS re1 ieved Comnand 
C. F. ALEXANDER as Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  t he  squadron, the  occasion 
found o n l y  Detachment ELEVEN ashore i n  Norfo lk .  I n  the  Mediterranean 
ROOSEVELT was v i s i t e d  by Secretary o f  Defense, Melv in  R. L a i r d  on the  
17 th  and was afforeded t h e  oppor tun i t y  t o  view a f i r e  power demonstration 
performed by t h e  s h i p ' s  A i r  Wing SIX. Detachment FORTY-TWO p a r t i c i p a t e d  
by a f l y -by .  On June 28, LT  made a n i g h t  barr icade a r r e s t -  
ment aboard SHANGRI-LA. Th is  reduced t h e  detachment t o  o n l y  one a i r c r a f t .  
For tunate ly  no i n j u r i e s  were incurred.  The l a s t  4 days o f  June were devoted 
t o  a Safety-standdown which was coordinated by Wing TWELVE a t  Hangar SP-1 
i n  Nor fo l  k. 

I n  e a r l y  J u l y  Detachment EIGHTEEN aboard WASP enjoyed operat ions North of 
the  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .  These b a s i c a l l y  invo lved t h e  t r a c k i n g  o f  a Russian 
submarine by employing skimmer/scrapper con t ro l  . F l  i g h t s  f o r  Detachment 
THIRTY-EIGHT were d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced dur ing  J u l y  because o f  t he  detach- 
m e n t ? ~two previous accidents and t h e  need f o r  SHANGRI-LA t o  under go 
extensive r e p a i r s  i n  d r y  dock a t  Yokosuka, Japan. Needless t o  say, 1ib e r t y  
ashore increased markedly and was enjoyed th rough ly  by a1 1 concerned. Repairs 
t o  both E-16's were e f fec ted a t  Cubi Point ,  P h i l l i p i n e s .  On the  27th, Detach-
ment FORTY-TWO re turned from i t s  s i x  month deployment t o  the  Mediterranean 
and th ree  weeks l a t e r  on 18 August LCDR John J. DITTRICK re1 ieved LCDR 
Donald P. SMITH as i t s  O f f i c e r  i n  Charge. Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT aboard 
SHANGRI-LA continued t o  be plagued by i t ' s  havin9 o n l y  one o f  i t s  t h ree  
a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  perform the mission. The ack o f  E-16 p a r t s  i n  the  
Western P a c i f i c  area was a ser ious det r iment  i n  the  r e p a i r  o f  the  two 
p rev ious l y  damaged a i r c r a f t .  

During September, opera t iona l  f l i g h t s  increased tremendously by having two 
a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  again. Estimates on t h e  t h i r d  one were encouraging. 
Inc luded among a l l  t h e  s o r t i e s  i n  the  combat area was Exerc ise BEACON TOWER 
I V  conducted on the  15th.  This was designed t o  t e s t  f l e e t  AAW c a p a b i l i t i e s  
by having r e t u r n i n g  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  s imulate a t tacks  on t h e  c a r r i e r  task  
fo rce .  Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT p a r t i c i p a t e d  by supply ing radar c o n t r o l  
serv ices.  On 29 September, the  detachment was engaged i n  Operation NEWBOY, 
a simulated s t r i k e  aga ins t  the  P h i l i p p i n e  i s l a n d  of Luzon which tes ted  the  
defense o f  t he  P h i l  ippine A i r  Force. 

The detachment entered i t s  f i n a l  l i n e  pe r iod  a t  Yankee S t a t i o n  aboard 
SHANGRI-LA on 19 October and remained u n t i l  t h e  5 t h  o f  November conducting 
combat operat ions.  P a r t  o f  t h a t  t ime was hampered by t h e  t r a n s i t  o f  two 
t r o p i c a l  s t o m s  through the  area and t h e  sh ip  took a modi f ied  D i x i e  S t a t i o n  
f o r  several days. A i r c r a f t  148123 which i ncu r red  barr icade damage i n  June 
was o f f i c i a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Commander, Naval A i r  Force P a c i f i c  from Cubi 
Po in t  where r e p a i r s  were s t i l l  i n  progress. 



Most o f  October was u t i l  i zed  by Detachment FORTY-TWO as a Carr ie r  
Qua1i f ication/work-up t r a i n i n g  per iod aboard ROOSEVELT. A rash o f  
ca tapaul t  b r i d l e  slaps t o  the detachment's a i r c r a f t  ha l ted  operat ions 
f o r  a whi le  so t h a t  an i nves t i ga t i on  could be proper ly  conducted. 
F l i g h t s  resumed l a t e  i n  the month. Tra in ing continued f o r  the ship/ 
A i r  Wing team throughout most o f  November. ROOSEVELT had catapaul t 
problems which necessitated and unscheduled r e t u r n  t o  Mayport f o r  
repa i rs ,  however f l i g h t  operat ions remained basical  l y  normal by the 
A i r  Wing's staging out  o f  Mayport's runway. 

November a1 so saw the end o f  duty on Yankee S ta t ion  f o r  Detachment 
THIRTY-EIGHT and the 9 th  SHANGRI-LA s ta r ted  i t ' s  38 day t r a n s i t  back 
t o  Mayport, inc lud ing o f  course, p o r t  c a l l s  a t  Sydney, Aust ra l ia ,  
Well ington, New Zealand and Rio De Janeiro, B raz i l  . Detachment 
FORTY-TWO returned t o  Nor fo lk  i n  l a t e  November and began f i e l d  
landing p rac t i ce  f o r  work aboard LEXINGTON i n  e a r l y  December. .One 
o f  the high1 i gh t s  o f  the month f o r  the  e n t i r e  squadron was a % r e t  
b r i e f  o u t l i n i n g  the Sov ie t  Naval Presence given a t  NAS Oceana on 
December 22nd. It was an espec ia l l y  t ime ly  evo lu t ion  f o r  Detachment 
FORTY-TWO since they were deploying t o  the Mediterranean i n  mid- 
January. Detachment THIRTY-EIGHT a r r i ved  back a t  the hangar on 
the 19th  o f  December and enhanced the f e s t i v e  atmosphere o f  the 
ho l iday s p i r i t .  The remainder o f  the year was devoted bas i ca l l y  
t o  ho l iday leave and l i b e r t y  a f t e r  concluding a v i rgo rous ly  ac t i ve  
year. 



ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS 


1. 	 TOTALS 

A. 	 Accidents 4 

B. 	 I nc iden ts  1 07 

2. 	 ACCIDENTS 

A. 	 DET-38 SER 01-70A 15 May 70 147231 


1 ) USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38) LT   

(2) 	 F a i l u r e  Starboard Main Mount 

(3) Damage t o  Starboard Nacell e, Main Mount Assembly, sudden 
engine stoppage, starboard wing t i p .  

B. 	 DET-11 SER 01-70A 30 May 70 148912 

(1) 	 USS INTREPID (CVS-11), LT  

(2) 	 B r i d l e  Slap 

(3) 	 Damage t o  t a i l  wheel assembly. 

C. 	 DET-38 SER 02-70A 28 June 1970 148123 


( 1  USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38), LT  


(2) 	 Barr icade Arrestment 

(3) 	 Damage t o  Nacelles, Wings, T a i l  wheel 

D. 	 DET-11 SER 01-71A 6 November 1970 147214 

(1) 	 USS INTREPID (CVS-11), LT  

(2) 	 Barr icade Arrestment 

(3) 	 Damage t o  Nacelles, Radome, Nose Section, Wings 



3. INCIDENTS 

A. DET-11 

(1) 01-701 22 A p r i l  70, NALF Charlestown, R. I. 147214, 
Locked con t ro l s  i n  f l i g h t ,  momentary. 

(2) 02-701 28 Apr i  1 70, CVS-11, 148904, CSD Leak. 

(3) 03-701 28 A p r i l  70, CVS-11, 147214, Locked Contro ls 
i n  f l i g h t .  

(4) 04-701 28 A p r i l  70, CVS-11, 148912, Auto feather mal funct ion 
on deck. 

(5) 05-701 30 A p r i l  70, CVS-11, 147213, Generator 1 i g h t .  

(6) 06-701 6 May 70, CVS-11, 148912, T a i l  wheel assembly. 

(7) 07-701 6 May 70, CVS-11, 148904, Chip l i g h t .  

(8) 01-711 14 September 70, NAS NORVA, 148905, Chip l i g h t .  

(9) 02-71 I 14 September 70, NAS NORVA, 148906, Generator l i g h t .  

(10) 03-71 I 25 September 70, CVS-11, 148908, AFCS Disconnect switch 
shorted, c o - p i l o t ' s  yoke. 

(11) 04-711 2 October 70, NAS NORVA, 148908, CSD l i g h t .  

(12) 05-71 I 31 October 70, CVS-11, 148901, Excessive carbura t o r  
air temperature . 

(13) 06-71 I 4 November 70, CVS-11, 147214, Chip l i g h t .  

(14) 07-71 I 20 November 70, NAS NORVA 148908, CSD 1 i gh t .  

(1) 06-701 16 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 148139, Chip 1 i gh t .  

(2) 07-701 16 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 148145, Carburator 
A i r  inoperat ive.  

(3) 08-701 17 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 148902, Auto feather 
sys tem . 

(4) 09-701 17 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 147222, Generator 1 i gh t .  



(5) 10-701 17 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 147236, Chip l i g h t .  

(6) 11-701 19 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 148145, Auto 
f e a t  her sys tern. 

(7) 12-701 22 February 70, NAS QUONSET PT, 147236, Loose 
parachute. 

(8) 13-701 	 18 March 70, CVS-18, 148145, Nose gear unsafe. 

(9) 14-701 	 19 March 70, CVS-18, 148139, Loss o f  starboard brake. 

(10) 	 15-701 24 March 70, CVS-18, 148146, F i r e  warning 1 i gh t .  

25 March 70, CVS-18, 148146, F i r e  warning l i g h t .  

30 March 70, CVS-18, 147236, CSD l i g h t .  

30 March 70, CVS-18, 148146, Windshield wiper f a i l u r e .  

6 May 70, CVS-18, 147236, Chip l i g h t .  

6 May 70, CVS-18, 148139, Engine backf i res .  

7 May 70, CVS-18, 148145, F i r e  warning l i g h t .  

7 May 70, CVS-18, 147236, Torque f lucuat ion.  

7 May 70, CVS-18, 147236, Torque f lucuat ion.  

8 May 70, CVS-18, 147222, Hydraul ic leak.  

11 May 70, CVS-18, 147236, CSD L igh t .  


19 May 70, CVS-18, 148145, Engine backf i res .  


20 May 70, CVS-18, 148139, Torque pressure drop. 


(23) 29-701 1 June 70, CVS-18, 147236, Chip 1 i g h t .  

(24) 30-701 	 8 June 70, CVS-18, 148145, CSD l i g h t .  

(25) 31-701 	 27 June 70, CVS-18, 148145, Rough running engine. 

(26) 32-701 	 29 June 70, CVS-18, 148145, Fuel guage and ch ip  1 i gh t .  

(27) 01-71 I 2 J u l y  70, CVS-18, 147236, Cowl f l a p  inoperat ive.  

(28) 02-711 	 31 J u l y  70, CVS-18, 148139, Chip l i g h t .  

(29) 03-71 I 	11 August 70, CVS-18, 147222, Tach generator f a i l u r e .  
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(30) 04-711 11 August 70, CVS-18, 148145, Chip 1 i g h t .  

(31) 06-711 17 August 70, CVS-18, 148145, Chip l i g h t .  

(32) 07-71 I 29 September 70, NAS NORVA, 148145, Blown t i r e .  

(1) 04-701 5 January 70, NALF WHITE HOURSE, FLA., 14891 9, 
Chip l i g h t .  

(2) 05-701 16 January 70, NAS CECIL FIELD, FLA., 147231, 
CSD 1 i g h t .  

(3) 06-701 28 January 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 147231, 
S ing le  engine landing.  

(4) 07-701 6 February 70, CVA-38, 148919, Inadver tan t  l o s s  o f  
hatch and r a f t  from Nacel le. 

(5) 08-701 12 March 70, CVA-38, 148123, CSD l i g h t .  

(6) 09-701 11 A p r i l  70, CVA-38, 148919, Flap pushrod. 

(7) 10-701 1 May 70, CVA-38, 148123, CSD l i g h t .  

(8) 11-701 3 May70, NASCUBI POINT, P.I., 148123, CSD l i g h t .  

(9) 12-701 15 May 70, CVA-38, 148919, CSD l i g h t .  

(10) 13-701 26 May 70, CVA-38, 148123, Torque pressure and RPM 
f l u c t u a t i o n .  

(11) 14-701 11 June 70, NAS CUB1 POINT, P.I . ,  148123, Hydrau l ic  leak. t 

(12) 15-701 28 June 70, CVA-38, 148123, CSD l i g h t .  

(13) 16-701 28 June 70, CVA-38, 148919, A. C.  generator f l u c t u a t i o n .  

(14) 01-711 30 J u l y  70, CVA-38, 148919, Por t  engine smoking. 

(15) 02-711 31 J u l y  70, CVA-38, 148919, Chip l i g h t .  

(16) 03-71 I 12 August 70, CVA-38, 147231, Landing gear unable t o  
r e t r a c t .  

(17) 04-711 6 September 70, CVA-38, 147231, Excessive o i l  and 
smoke from o v e r f  i11. 
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(18) 05-711 15 September 1970, CVA-38, 147231, A. C. generator 
f l u c tua t i on .  

(19) 06-711 17 September 70, CVA-38, 148919, Generator 1 i gh t .  

(20) 07-71 I 23 October 70, CVA-38, 147231, Excessive o i l  and 
smoke from over f  ill. 

20 January 70, CVA-42, 148923, Auto feather inoperat ive.  

14 February 70, CVA-42, 147237, Wing f l a p  system. 

(3) 08-701 19 February 70, CVA-42, 1481 36, Shattered windshie ld 
on deck. 

21 March 70, CVA-42, 147237, CSD l i g h t .  

(5) 12-701 19 A p r i l  70, CVA-42, 147237, Hydraul i c  pressure 
f l uc tua t ion .  

5 May 70, CVA-42, 147237, CSD 1 i gh t .  

6 May 70, CVA-42, 148136, O i l  leak. 

(8) 01-711 13 October 70, CVA-42, 148904, B r i d l e  slap. 

(9) 02-711 19 October 70, CVA-42, 147237, B r i d l e  slap, CSD l i g h t .  

(10) 04-71 I 20 November 70, NAS JAX, FLA., 148902, Single engine 
landing. 

E. SITE SUPPORT 

(1 ) 21-701 12 January 70, AAF FELKER, VA., 147222, CSD 1 i gh t .  

(2) 24-701 15 January 70, NAS NORVA, 147222, CSD l i g h t .  

(3) 25-701 21 January 70, NAS NORVA, 147230, Carburetor 
a l t e rna te  a i r .  

(4) 26-701 27 January 70, NAS NORVA, CSD 1 i g h t .  

(5) 27-701 4 February 70, AAF FELKER, VA., 148902, Generator 
l i g h t .  

(6) 28-701 12 February 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148902, Generator 
1 i gh t .  
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(7) 29-701 12 February 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148139, O i l  
pressure drop. 

(8) 30-701 14 March 70, NAS GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, 148913, 
Tach generator f a i l u r e .  

(9) 31 -701 15 March 70, NAS NORVA, 14891 3, Generator 1 igh t .  

(10) 32-701 16 A p r i l  70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148913, F i r e  
warning 1 i gh t .  

16 A p r i l  70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148902, Chip 1 i g h t .  

17 Apr i  1 70, NAS OCEANA, VA., 14891 3, MAG drop. 

11 June 70, NAS NORVA, 148908, Prop governur malfunct ion. 

11 June 70, NAS NORVA, 148901, Blown t i r e .  

17 June 70, NAS NORVA, 148908, CSD l i g h t .  

18 June 70, LANGLEY AFB, VA., 148906, CSD l i g h t .  

(17) 39-701 18 June 70, NAS NORVA, 148913, Engine dr iven f ue l  
pump malfunct ion. 

19 June 70, 	 NAS NORVA, 147213, Prop dome leak. 

7 Ju l y  70, NAS NORVA, 147213, Unsafe gear ind ica t ion .  

(20) 02-71 I 12 August 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148908, Blown t i r e .  

(21 ) 03-71 I 12 August 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148906, Tach 
generator f a i l u r e .  

(22) 04-71 I 13 August 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 147213, Aux pump. 

(23) 05-71 I 14 August 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148908, Tach 
genera t o r  f a  i1 ure . 

(24) 06-711 15 August 70, NAS NORVA, 148908, Hydraul ic  f a i l u r e .  

(25) 07-711 19 August 70, NAS NORVA, 147214, F l a t  T i re .  

(26) 08-711 19 August 70, NAS NORVA, 147214, Tach generator f a i l u r e .  

(27) 09-71 I 20 August 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 147214, CSD l i g h t .  

(28) 10-71 I 6 October 70, NAS NORVA, 148146, Low o i l  pressure. 

(29) 11-71 I 1 December 70, NAS NORVA, 147236, Fuel quan t i t y  
i nd ica t ions  

(30) 12-71 I 4 December 70, NALF FENTRESS, VA., 148145, Blown t i r e .  

(31 ) 13-711 6 December 70, RALEIGH, N.C., 148139, Generator 1 i gh t .  




