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INTF,ODTTC",Ic N 

The h i story of C ~ r r i e PF irborne Early m!ng ?r;uedron GNE HUl\XBBD-. 
TWENTY ONE goes back t o  6 J-dy 1948 wi: eri C r r ~ i e rLirborne :;-rly 1"T~rnhg 

Squadron TWO was c m i s s i o n e d  a t  Naval P ir Statj-on, Norfolk, V5 rginia.  

Shortly a f t e r  being formed, the squadron moved t o  Naval k.ir Station,  Quon- 

s e t  Point, Rhode lsland and bras 'redesignated Cmpo s i t e  Scuadron T~EL'JE(VC-~~ 
\r LY 

1% thbse early days; the.squadron success& operated the  .TK IrAvengern, 
t he  AF "Guardianff, and the AD!% ffSkyraiderlf. I n  1956, the squadran was re-

designsted Carrier Airborne Early V a r n i r ~  Squadron TWELVE (CARAEQ CN-12). 

The f i r s t  E1B "Tracers" began replacing the AD "Skyraidersff in ear ly  1960. 

I n  September 1962, the  squadron moved back t o  ?AS, Norfclk, Virgini-a. 

In January 1966, CARAEhRON 1 2  received the f i r s t  E2P "Ha~lrkeye~~.The squad-

ron was supplying d e t a c h e n t s  u t i l i z i n g  two different  aircr:  f t  aboard ten 

Atlantic Fleet  a i r c r a f t  ca r r ie rs .  With over two hundred. o f f icers  and e i g h t  

hundred enlisted personnel, it became advantageous t o  spli': t h e  squ~droninc 

t o  smaller groups and move t o  a w i n g  concept. 

Carrier Airborne Early TnJsrninp Snuadron Oh% HUNDRED TMWl"l' ONr, was com-

missioned by >dm2ral  T. E. Moore, then CINCLANTFLEET, on 1April 1967. The 

sauadron was c m i s s i o n e d  i n  a t r i p l e  commissioning ceremony along with 

CARRIER AIRBORNE EJELY WAEDJING WING TWELVE (CAEWkJ-12) and C ~ r r i e r  Airborne 

E a r l y  Yarning Treining Snuadron ONE HlJlZmD TdEN??T (RVAW-12T). Captain J, 

P .  Pariseau was the  f i r s t  Camanding Officer of a l l  three C C ~..Tc.?s. The 

ceremony was held a t  Sea Plane Hangar ONE aboard Naval A i r  Station, Norfolk, 

Virginia, 



. . .  
The squadron nm; operzte? permmentlyr ;orc,sd de t: c:lr,~entsof U B  'aTr-cerstf, 

The frsauadrontI,hi skory is thus compo -*:? a - inly of the v ~ r i o us detachvent 

hftitoriksq which a re  included a s  docmnta ry  annexes. Those events of major 

h ~ o r t a n c eto the sauadron a s  a whole are reflected in the chronology and the  

narra ti= parts. 
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1April 

3 Ppril 

2 May 

11 May 


3 May 

Q June 

1 July 


12 July 

34 July 

33 Aumst 

22 September 

CPRAE:fi.RO?T- 121 1967 I;:3;O1',,TlBbT 

Carr ier  Airborne Early l'arning Souadron OF" HU!DIZED TWZNTY 

ONE commissioned, 

CAPTAIN J. A. Pariseau assumed f l r s t  corriand of the new squad-

ron. 

Special Court Nart ia l  convened fo r  Avionics Electr ic ians  Chief 

W, F. Wrlght, 369 3282. 

Detachment SIXTY deployed t o  the Mediterranean aboard the USS 

SARA-TOGP (CVA-60). 

Detachment EXEVEN deployed t o  the Western Pacific aboard the 

USS INTREPID (cVS-11). 

Detachment MINE deployed t o  tho N o r t h  Atlantlc a b o ~ r d  the USS 

E S a X  (CVS-9), 

CPFTPIN J. A. Pariseau was relieved by CAPTAIN S ,  L. Corner 

as  Commanding Officer, Carrier Airborne Early Warning Wing 

TWELVE, Airborne Early Warning Training Sauadron ONE HUNDRED 

PrJENTY, and Cerrier Airborne Early Warning Souadron ONE HUNDRED 

!llnlENTY ONE. 

COMMANDER R. A .  Pettigrew relieved CAPTAIN S. L, Corner a s  

Commanding Officer, Cerrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 

ONE HUhlRED 'I%TNTY ONE. 

LTEUTENPNT CMTANDER Donald It?. Bohl w a s  k i l l ed  i n  the crash 

of a C I A  a i r c r a f t  i n  Sigonella, Sicily.  

The sauadron moved from Sea Plane Hangar ONE a t  NAS Xorfolk 

t o  Sea Plane Hangar THlRTY ONE a t  NAS Norfolk. 

Detachment FORTY TWO deployed to t h e  Mediterranean aboard the 

USS R.OO%VELT (CVA-42). 

Detachment FIFTEEN deployed t o  the Mediterranean aboard the 

USS RANDOLPH (CVS-15). pECLASSlFlED 
m""1, 


3 of 1 2  




-
~ E C L A ~ S ~ F ~  
I 

2f+ September 

13 October 

17 October 

36 October 

17 November 

6 December 

16 December 

,-

30 December 

Detachmerlt !;IN&retu-rned 50 FJAS :;br,"olk frsr r "our month NATO 

Detachment EIGHTIBN deplo,~~ed~ C I the  At lant ic  A 3%-~d the  USS 

WP SP (CVS-18). 

Carr ier  Airborne Early lrrarning Ving 'TWELVE received the  CNO 

S?fet y  Award. 

The souadron received i t s  annual Administrative and. Material  

Inspection. 

Detechment EIGH'TEID? returned from e r e r c i s e  CANUS SILEX. 

Detrochment SIXTY returned from a nine month c ru i se  i n  the 

Mediterranean. 

Detachment FIFTEEN returned from a t h r ee  month cruiae i n  the 

Mediterranean. 

De t achen t  ETAEVENreturned from a nine month c ru i se  i n  the  

Vestern Pccific.  



I?P9RATZV3 

May wa s a month f o r  major deploynents. D e t a  chnent ET."ITX ieployed fran 

Mayport, Florida aboard the  USS SARATCCX (CVA-66) on 2 V ~ J .  The det~chment  

deployed t o  provide Airborne Ear ly  V~lrning and ~ a ~ i o / ~ a d a r  Re3.a~se rv ices  to 

t h e  ship. For Carrier A i r  Wing TI-JREE, t h e  detzchment ElBs provided Airb~rrre  

In te rcep t  Control. Detrchment SIXTY WPS t o  spend t h e  next  n k e  months i n  

t h e  Mediterranesn. 

La te r  i n  the  month, on 11Nay, the  USS INTFBFID (CVS-11) stezmed from 

Pier 12 a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval S ta t ion  enroute t o  tk.e Tonkin Gulf. Detachment 

ELEVEN embarked aboard DlTREPID a s  a member of CARRIER A I R  bX\TG TILT. The 

detachment deployed t o  provide Airborne Eer ly  Wqrning services  t o  t h e  ship 

and t o  provide combat sunport to A i r  Wlng TEN. This rmpwrt w2s  t o  take  t h e  

form of S t r ike  Control, ~ a d i o h a d a r  Relay, Radar Semch, and, if necessary, 

Search and Rescue. 

Det~chmentN I N E  deployed on 29 May, The detachment loaded aboard the  U S  

ESSEX (CVS-9) a t  Navsl  A i r  Stat ion,  Ouonset Foint  ,Rhode Island. The det-

achment deployed t o  provide Radar Search, Airborne Ear ly  i:rming, Airborne 

Command and Control, and ~ a d i o / ~ a d a r  and - 'Relay se rv ices  t o  t h e  USS E S S E X  

C~rrierAnti Submarine A i r  Group F'IFTY FOUR. The a n t i c i ~ a t e d  cruis ing sched- 

u l e  included both North A t l a n t i c  and I4edite:-ranean countries.  

On 9 June, the squadron was involved i n  i t s  f i r s t  change of command. 

Captain S. L. Corner re l ieved Captain J. A. Pariseau as  Corn-ander Carr ier  

Airborne Early Inrarning Wing 'IWLVE and Commanding Off icer  Carr ier  Airborne 

Ear ly  Fr3rning Scluadron CT.E HLr!iTnRED TNE:!TY ONE. The ceremony was held in 

Sea Plane Hangar ONE aboard t h e  Naval Air Stat ion,  Norfolk, V i r g i n i ~ .  
-

Less than a month l a t e r ,  another change of command ceremony took place. 

' DECWSSlFlED 



The t i e s  holding CAEWId-12 and CJ&P-lWR~"-1?1 together a s  un:.? ed commands 

wepe broken. Comnde r  R. P . Fet t igrew assumed corrmanc? of C2'~~~~dR0N-121 

end, f o r  the  f i r s t  time, the  squadron FrRs under seperate comxnd from the  

Wing and Training snuadrons. Though Commander Fettigrewl s young squadron 

was s t i l l  sharing spaces i n  SP-1 with the A i r  Wing and other  u n i t s  of the  

Air Wing, ~ l a n swere being formulated t o  move the squadron t o  a s e ~ e r a t e  

hangar. Sea Plane Hanpar THIRTY Om was se lected and a l l  t he  problems of 

cleanring and*.assi&fng spaces in  the new locat ion were encountered.. 

I n  the  midst  of the  plans and preparations f o r  moving, CARDWRON-121 

received news L i e ~ ~ e n a n tof the  f i r s t  snuadron personnel casualty. Commander 

Donald Y. Bohls w ~ sk i l l e d  i n  t h e  crash of a C1A in  Sigonella, Sic= on 12 

July. The a i r c r a f t  was making a tmch  and go landing when it roc>e off  t h e  

--	 jmsmd;, banked steeply,  and crashed t o  t h e  ground. The a i r c r a f t  came t o  

m t  i n  an inverted posi t ion.  There were no survivors. 

On 24 July,  a ceremony w3s  held  a t  Sea Plane Hangar TYIRTY ONE. Cm-

mander R. A .  Pettigrew cut  the ribbon o f f i c i a l l y  opening the  new home of 

the  East  Coast E1B detach-ents.  The move cut  the  l a s t  physical t i e s  between 

CPRAIWRON-121 and the  other Early Warning Sauadrons based a t  Norfolk. 

Detachment FORTY TWO began loading aboard the  USS ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) 

i n  l a t e  August. On 23 August, the  sh ip  steamed from Xayport, Florida 

carrying Detachment FORTY N O  t o  the  Pfediterranean. The de5schrnent provided 

Airborne Ear ly  Warning and ~adio/Eladar Relay services  t o  t h e  squadrons of 

Car r ie r  A i r  Wing ONE. 

Detachment FIFTZER went t o  sett on 22 September abosrd the  USS RP.NDOLPH 

(CVS-15) a s  she departed f o r  t h e  Mediterranean. The d e t a c h e n t  was embarked 

- a s  a member of Carr ier  P.nti-Submarine A i r  Group FIFTY SIX. The detachment 

., , DECLASSIFIED 
... ,.. 
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I- deployed t o  movllde Redel- Search and ~ s r ? i c / ~ a d z rr ' e ? l a y .  

On 24 September, Detachment MINE mt1~7-led t o  Kmfol!:, '!'be detachment 

w a s  met by 8 bevy of hanpy wives end children. 

Detaehmetlt EIWmRN deployed to t h e  Eastern Aklantic *-cl C;ar"fbbean wa-hm 

f o ~a CANTS $J['L;EX exescise on 19 October, The detachment nrovided Redsf 

Search and ~ a d a r / ~ z d i o  ex-Relay se~vi ,css  t o  the forces par t i c ipa t ing  in the 

escise. The det~d-unentembarked a s  a unft of Car r i e r  Anti-Subnarine Alr 

Group SIXTY. 

&I 17 October, C&3hTiT-l2 received t h e  CNU Safe ty  Award. C?fiAEWROplf&XL, 

a s  a pert of t h e  A i r  Wing, p~mdlydisplayed the CNO Safe ty  Award s t i ckers .  

The annual Pdministrative and Y a k d a l  In~pec t~ ion  corn7leted on 26was 

October. !i%e long haurs of hard work spent i n  preparing f o r  the in spec ti mi^ 

were rewarded with e high passing grade. 
,-

Detachment EISlIT%EN returned from the  special exercise., CANUS Z I I U X ,  dh 

17 November, 

k Dacmbeir, thme more af  the squadron's far-fiwg dbtschtnents retxrmxi 

t o  t h e i r  home por t  I n  Norfolk. On .6 December, Detachment SIXTY =turned 

from eight rnon.Bb6 &eploymentto the  Med5terranean. On the sixteenth, Det-

achment Fl3"E3% returned frm a three month cruise t o  t h e  Mediter~anean, 

Ffnallg., on 30 December, De%aclunentEIEVEN returned from deployment t o  the 

Vietnam war mne, 



CHRONOLGGY OF CPFL-4F;rdROfiT-l21 COhTP hQING C?? TCEFC 

C A P T A I N  Joseph A.  PPRISEPU, USN, 124265/1310 11-pril 1967 t o  9 June 1961 

CAPTAIN Sheldon, L. CORNER, USN ,407279j . 1 3 ~ 0  9 June 1967 t o  I July 1967 

~ C Y @ J A ~Raymond A. EmIGREW, USN, 540343/1310 1July 1967 t o  present 

MISSION OF COMMAND 

To provide Airborne Early Warning t o  Fleet  un i t s  involving intercept  

control, s t r i ke  control, radio and radar relay, search and rescue, and 

radar and visual  recomaisance as  directed by higher authority. 

CWSITICM OF COIYAND 

CARAFr4RON-121 is organized according t o  a Detacheut C~ncept .  That 6 

each Detachment funtions a s  a squadron within a suuadron a t  a l l  times. I n  
,-

addition t o  the squadron Operations, Administrative, and Maintenance Depari- 

ments, each Detachment has i t s  own Departments and Divisions. 

The Officer in Charge of each Detachment i s  selected by the Commanding 

Officer. Each Detachment Offices in  Charge f'unctions both es a Command-k-g 

Officer and a Department Head. Ashore, the  Officer in Charge functions as 

a Denartment Head responsible t o  the Commmding Officer, CARBE;rrJRON-121. 

A t  sea, he i s  reponsible to the Air Group Commander o r  A i r  Tf;ingCo-mlander 

a s  well a s  t o  the Commanding Officer ~f the squadron fo r  admin:strat,ion, 

The Officer i n  Charge s t a tu s  aboard s h i p  i s  eaual t o  t h z t  of an embarked 

smadron Commanding Officer, 

The Det~chment number coincides w i t h  the h u l l  number uf tho  =ip on 

which the Detachnent i s  embarked. 

More detai led int'ormation mar be found in the  Sauad;-on and Detachment 
/-

Organizr t iona l  Banuals enclosed a s  annexes :L and -K . D E C L A ~ ~  



COMFOSITION OF nRT'TI'IYNTL3 

S3.x (6) detachments which deploy I i t h  the  following rersonnel ahd  'chip* 

ment: THREE AIRCRAFT DFTACMNT - 5 'Pi?-ots, 4 Co-.Pilots, 6 Naval Fl-ight 

Officers, 5 Enlj sted Air Crewmen, and a t o t a l  of 45 Enlf rc,ed personnel; A 

t o t a l  comp~ement of 61. 

FOUR AIRCRAFT DETPCmilENT - 6 Pi lots ,  6 Co-Pilots, 8 Naval Fl ight  Officers, 

6 Enlisted P i r  Cre7anen, and a t o t a l  of 52 Enl is ted personnel; a t o t z l  con--

plement of 72, 

Past  procedure has been tha t  CVA Detechments depl-oy with three a i r c r a f t  

end CVS Detachments deploy with four a i rc ra f t .  Changes t o  t h i s  ;,olicy are 

t m t i c i ~ a t e d  i n  the  co~, ing year. 

PERSONNEL COWrnTf'T 

- 139 Officers, of which 137 a re  f l ight .  personnel; 402 Enlisted, of which 

28 pre f l i g h t  personnel. No complmLent of c iv i l i ans  was a l lo ted  o r  assigned, 

TH?3 El3 V'RACER" (ll1I.L~FUDD) 

CARAMON-121 f l i e s  the E1B flTracerlf a i r c r a f t  from the decks of Atlantic 

Fleet  a i r c r a f t  ca r r ie rs .  The a i r c r a f t  i s  a twin-engined, high wing, ca r r i e r  

based a i r c r a f t  b u i l t  by the  Grumman Aircraf t  Engineering Corporation. I t ' s  

primary mission i s  t o  provide airborne radar coverage t o  an assigned area Qr 

force a t  sea. It i s  eauipped fo r  a l l  weather f l i g h t  and fs o ~ e r a t e dby a 

crew of four (4). The crew consis ts  of a P i lo t ,  e Co-Pilot, a Neval Flight 

Officer and an Enlisted Air C r m a n .  

The a i r c r a f t  features z toy, mounted radar thq t  housee a 17 l/?foot by 

4 foot  radar antenna, giving it a search range of approxi~e te ly  t w o  hundred 

(200) miles. The E1B has performed admirably with a l l  t h e  Detachments con- 
/-

sidering the  gge of the a i r c r a f t  and the  inherent maintenance problems. 

,-.. - -. . IEDDECLWIF 
--- . 



Confusion s s  t o  which freauencies are a v ~ i l a b l e  for  SIC-57 automatre WF 

radio re lay ( ~ u t o c s t )  and how the  system works has hampered fleet operations 

with smadron a5.rcraft. A pending frequency change t o  a two frequency con-

f igurat ion for  both groups should improve t h i s  s i tuat ion.  A successful t r i a 7  

cruise by Detachment NINE has aided i n  t h i s  decision for  a n~odification whi:? . 

w i l l  d e f in i t e ly  simplf* and improve the system. 

ADEQUACY OF MAl?NIhTG LEVEL 

Although*the sauadron i s  manned over the allowance, the c r i t i ca l .  s k i l l  

r a t e s  operate considerably under requirments in xos% cases, In Decen'oer, t h ~  

percentages of al.law~nces were: AE-80%, A T R - ~ ~ $ , and kTlJ-115$. This does G * . .  

r e f l e c t  an overabundance of ~omm/~av Technicians, but, rather,  e r rors  in t f . ~  

scluadron allowance. P total of 21 A T N ' s  are  allowed the sauadron, but  the 

s i x  detachments a r e  a!-lowed four men each. It should a l s o  be noted t h a t  the 

l eve l  of skilled technicians i s  low and t h a t  many of our men do r o t  have the 

s k i l l  or experience needed t o  effect ively implement the detechrnent concept, 

d readjustanent in sauadron allowance i s  being sought. 

o&!. TTONAZ 'STAT'~STICS 

Total hours flown: 11, 198 

Average hours per  month: 1244.2 

Total ca r r i e r  landings: 2771 

Total sor t ies :  3614 

-ACCIDENTS, INCIDENTS, AbJD GROUhD ACCDEFTT? 

p. USS ESSEX, CVS-9, LT D. F. HOLIZS 

-.10.!&.I2 ! 2- J. I;-L' ->1,. 




a. USS IKTFEPID, CVA-11, LTjg L, L, Yagponer 

b. D-mage t a  a i r c r a f t  during single engine b a r r l ~ a c l elanding. 

2, XNCTDEBTS. 

(a) 	 Sta ik .  - -4 
. .. 

I .. - .  


/,I) 01-681, 7 ~ovember,1967, U8902 


(2) 02-681, 27 November 1967, I47231 

(3) 03-6g1, 25, November 1967, l48901+ 

(4) 04-681, 5 December 1967, 148145 

(b) DET-11, 

(1) 01-681, 17 November 1967, lbG136 

( c )  DET-15. 

(1) 01-6E1, 1August 1967, 147230 

(2) 02-6~1, 14 August 1967, 147219 

( 3 )  03-681, 30 September 1967, 148913 

(d)  DET-18. 

(1)01-681, 5 Ju ly  1967, 147231 

(2) 02-681, 18 Septevber 1967, 147213 

(4) 03-691, 25 September 1967, 147233 

( e )  DET-42. 

(1) 01-681, 19July 1967, 148901 

(2) 02-681, 25 July 1967, U7321 

( 3 )  03-681, 26 July 1967, U8912 

( 4 )  04-691, 16 August 1967, l4.8912 

(5) 05-681, 22 August 196'7, 148912 
D E c ~ ~ s ~ / F , m

(6) 06-6$~,  25 August 1967, 148905 



(8) 08-6P1, 18 October 140:7, 14C"cl 

(f) D E T ~ O .  

(1) 01-681, 1Uugust 1907, 348146 

3. Gkf)lJND ACCIDENTS. 

( a )  Staff. 

(1) 01-68G, 27 November 1967, 147233 

(b) DET-1.1. 

(1) (31-68G, 5 iiugust 1967, 148136 and 149588 


