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COMMAND HISTORY 1984 


SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS: Car r i e r  Airborne E a r l y  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY was excep t iona l ly  succes s fu l  i n  accomplishing i t s  mission during 1984; a 
mission p r imar i ly  dedica ted  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  and t r a i n i n g  Naval Avia tors ,  
Naval F l i g h t  O f f i c e r s ,  a i rcrew,  and maintenance personnel  of t he  E-2C "Hawkeye" 
a i r c r a f t  and systems i n  order  t o  provide a maximum l e v e l  of a i r  combat 
r ead ines s  i n  t h e  f l e e t  u n i t s .  

The Operations Department provided t h e  over a l l  scheduling and coord ina t ion  
which enabled 34 p i l o t s ,  42 NFO's, and 17 f l i g h t  t echn ic i ans  t o  complete t h e  
E-2C t r a i n i n g  sy l l abus .  

The squadron f lew 5,296.3 hours ,  logged 21,238 landings ,  and 749 day1370 
n i g h t  c a r r i e r  landings.  Many of t hese  hours occurred during t h e  prepara t ion  
and execut ion of f i v e  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  evo lu t ions  which took p l ace  
aboard USS SARATOGA (CV-60), USS AMERICA (CV-66), and USS JOHN F. KENNEDY 
(CV-67)-2 evo lu t ions ,  and USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69). 

La te  i n  1984, VAW-120 received t h e  newest and l a t e s t  model of the  Weapons 
System Tra iner  (WST), Tra in ing  Device 15F8B. Th i s  new t r a i n e r ,  now housed i n  
t h e  E-2 Tra in ing  Building,  a f f o r d s  both s t a f f  and s tuden t s  e x c e l l e n t  simulated 
scenar ios .  The o lde r  WST experienced an a v a i l a b i l i t y  r a t e  of 92.8% with 
1981.6 hours of use while  t h e  new 15F8B logged a n  a v a i l a b i l i t y  r a t e  of 97.5% 
wi th  155.5 hours completed. The Opera t iona l  F l i g h t  T ra ine r  (OFT), Tra in ing  
Device 2F110, completed 1,371.3 hours wi th  an  a v a i l a b i l i t y  r a t e  of 99.6%. 

The Operations Department, inc luding  p i l o t  and NFO t r a i n i n g ,  organized and pro- 
vided o r i e n t a t i o n  b r i e f i n g s ,  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  and a i r c r a f t  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  tou r s  
f o r  v i s i t i n g  fo re ign  d i g n i t a r i e s .  These d i g n i t a r i e s  included t h e  Egyptian 
Armed Forces Direc tor  of M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t he  B r i t i s h  F i r s t  Sea Lord, 
and the  B r a z i l i a n  Chief of the  Armed Forces General S t a f f .  

Routinely,  VAW-120 i s  tasked wi th  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  v i s i t i n g  groups such a s  NROTC 
u n i t s ,  NJROTC u n i t s ,  and Educator O r i e n t a t i o n  v i s i t s .  These b r i e f i n g s ,  given 
by a s t a f f  p i l o t  and NFO, a r e  designed t o  o r i e n t  f u t u r e  nava l  o f f i c e r s  a s  t o  
t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t he  E-2C Hawkeye and i t s  mission. 

The command's superb Maintenance Department i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t he  squadron. 
With i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  maintain a v a i l a b l e  a i r c r a f t ,  VAW-120 accomplished a record-
breaking 5,296.3 hours of f l i g h t  time. On t h e  average,  t he  Maintenance Department 
was r e spons ib l e  f o r  e i g h t  a i r c r a f t  during 1984. 
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AIRCRAFT ONBOARD DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1984 


BUREAU MONTH 
NUMBER 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY J U N  JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

159496 (-) TRANSFERRED 19JAN84 TO VAW-124 

160007 (--) TRANSFERRED 23JAN84 TO VAW-121 

160987 (-------------------------- ) TRANSFERRED TO VAW-127 

161551 (----- GAINED 31JAN84 FROM NATC PAX RIVER------------------ 1 
TRANSFERRED TO SDLM 1lSEP84 

158639 (------------------------------------------- 1 

158641 (-GAINED 06JUL84 FROM VAW-123) 

161783 GAINED 08NOV84 FROM NAVPRO BETHPAGE (------ 1 

During 1984, VAW-120 achieved the  envious s a f e t y  milestone of ten years of 
mishap-f r e e  a i r c r a f t  operations. The Safe ty  Department' s ongoing goal of 
involving a l l  squadron personnel i n  s a f e t y  r e l a t e d  top ics  is  outstanding. 
Noteworthy s a f e t y  r e l a t e d  items include: 

(a)  Twenty-five (25) squadron personnel q u a l i f i e d  i n  Cardiopulmonary 
Resusci ta t ion  (CPR) . 

(b) Dis t r ibu t ion  of monthly Command Safe ty  Gram t o  heighten s a f e t y  awareness 
throughout the  squadron. A wide range of s a f e t y  top ics  is  addressed, including 
home sa fe ty ,  r ec rea t iona l  safe ty ,  t r a f f i c  sa fe ty ,  environment a 1  sa fe ty ,  
and drug abuse. 

( c )  Dis t r ibu t ion  of a bi-weekly Safe ty  Department newslet ter  e n t i t l e d  "It 
Couldn't Happen t o  Me" which repor ts  mishaps and i n j u r y  repor ts .  This  newslet ter  
promotes a pos i t ive  a t t i t u d e  toward s a f e t y  through examples of ac tua l  experiences. 

(d)  Incorporat ion of a personnel sa fe ty  harness f o r  a i r c r a f t  washes. 

( e )  So l i c i t ed  and compiled invaluable f leet-user inputs for the continuing 
development of the  new E-2C Egress system. 



( f )  I n i t i a t i o n  and implementation of a s tandard ized  NFO t o o l  pouch program 
i n  order  t o  i nc rease  a i rbo rne  t roubleshoot ing  capab l i t y .  

( g )  VAW-120 rece ived  t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66) Golden Tai lhook Award f o r  
ou ts tanding  airmanship demonstrated by both s t a f f  and replacement p i l o t s  during 
one of s e v e r a l  superb f l e e t  c a r r i e r  qualf i c a t  ions .  

The F l e e t  Readiness Avia t ion  Maintenance Personnel  (FRAMP) Department is  respon-
s i b l e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  replacement e n l i s t e d  personnel  f o r  t h e  E a s t  and West Coast 
ope ra t iona l  f l e e t  squadrons u t i l i z i n g  t h e  E-2C a i r c r a f t  a s  we l l  as the  E a s t  
Coast F l e e t  Readiness Squadron (FRS). CY-84 t r a i n i n g  cons i s t ed  of 273 "pipel ine" 
s tuden t s  completing f i v e  o rgan iza t iona l  and s i x  i n t e rmed ia t e  l e v e l  c u r r i c u l a  deve- 
loped s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  support t he  mission of the  E-2C. The breakdown of completed 
t r a i n i n g  i s  as follows: 

-AEW NAD/PC E & I C-130 PHASE I -COMM "1"Leve l  

4 6 8 26 3 146 16 28 


The Avia t ion  Tra in ing  Support System (ATSS) provides t r a i n i n g  and admin i s t r a t i ve  
support t o  a l l  a v i a t i o n  commands a s  wel l  a s  AIMD, NAmRADET, CNAL, and t h e  
r e se rve  u n i t s  aboard NAS Norfolk. I n  1984, ATSS acqui red  a r e p o r t  generator  
package which al lows au thor ized  ATSS u s e r s  t o  t a i l o r  r ecu r r ing  r epor t s .  

The Maintenance Tra in ing  Improvement Program, designed t o  provide va luable  d a t a  t o  
maintenance departments , is being implemented throughout t he  VAW community. ATSS 
s t o r e s  and compiles acqui red  da t a  which r e f l e c t s  r a t i n g  knowlegde of maintenance 
personnel  and t r a i n i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  A s  t h i s  program is r e l a t i v e l y  new, a few 
minor updates a r e  r equ i r ed  t o  ensure i ts  utmost performance. 

The Adminis t ra t ive  Department ensured the  succes s fu l  , high  percentages f o r  both 
March and September 1984 Navy-wide Advancement Examinations. Percentages of 97.6 
(March) and 91.9 (September) r e f l e c t  t h e  performance of the  department 's s t a f f  who 
guaranteed a l l  those  e l i g i b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  exam did .  

Improved squadron r e t e n t  i on ,  a ided by t h e  e f f o r t s  of the  Command' s Career 
Counselor, w a s  extremely noteworthy. The squadron's r e t e n t i o n  r a t e  increased  by 
134% inc lud ing  an  inc rease  of nea r ly  100% f o r  f i r s t  and second tou r  reenl i s tments .  
VAW-120 was C a r r i e r  Airborne E a r l y  Warning Wing Twelve's Golden Anchor nominee f o r  
1984. 

On 5 October 1984, VAW-120 rece ived  i ts  t h i r d  Mer i tor ious  Unit Commendation f o r  
i ts  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  combating t h e  i l l e g a l  en t rance  of contraband i n t o  the  United 
S t a t e s .  



CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY 


COMMAND HISTORY, CALENDAR YEAR 1984 

1. COHMAND ORGANIZATION. C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r s  t o  date: 

CAPT L. N. ODEN, USN 7 January 1984 - Present 

CDR A. J. MURPHY, USN 27 A u g u s t  1982 - 6 January 1984 

CAPT J. R. CONDON, USN 23 M a y  1981 - 26 A u g u s t  1982 

CAPT R. A. ALLEN, USN 19 January 1980 - 22 M a y  1981 

CDR J. J.  DITTRICK, J R . ,  USN 29 J u l y  1978 - 18 January 1980 

CDR C. J. KING, J R . ,  USN 15 A p r i l  1977 - 28 Ju ly  1978 

CDR H. J. BERNSEN, USN 19 D e c e m b e r  1975 - 14 A p r i l  1977 

CDR J. D. LARISON, USN 1 N o v e m b e r  1974 - 18 D e c e m b e r  1975 

CDR T .  P. MCCLENAHAN 6 J u l y  1973 - 30 O c t o b e r  1974 

CDR W. P. COURTNEY 25 J u l y  1972 - 5 J u l y  1973 

CDR R. A. SPARGO, USN 12 J u l y  1971 - 24 Ju ly  1972 

CDR D. G. Y. TEEiRY, USN 17 J u l y  1970 - 11 J u l y  1971 

CDR R. A. PETTIGREW, USN 8 A u g u s t  1969 - 16 Ju ly  1970 

CDR T.  E. NEWARK, USN 1 O c t o b e r  1968 - 7 A u g u s t  1969 

CAPT S. L. CORNER, USN 1 July  1967 - 30 S e p t e m b e r  1968 

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 


