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I. A CHRONOLOGY OF COIUIMANDIEJG OFFICEXS 
OF 

CARRIER AIRBORIE EARLY WARNING TRAINING SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED TWENTY 

1. CAPT. S. L. CORbTER 1 July 1967 

2. CDR T. E, MEWBRg 1 October 1968 

3. CDR R. A. PETTIGEE% 8 August 1969 



1 Jaly 1967 - Comissioning of Sqnadron 

6 October 1967 - Presentation of Chief of Naval Operations 
Aviation Safety Award t o  Carrier Airborne 
Early Warning Wing TWELVE 

4-15 March 1968 - FIRST ADMIWISTRATIVE/~ATERMLINSPECTIOH -
~ ~ I DFPABTPILEfJTW G GRADED OUTSTANDING 

2 Augnst 68 - LCDR LARRY D. WANS FAMILY AND GUESTS 
KIUED IN C I V I L I A N  PLANE CRASH 

1 October 68 - CHANGE OF COMAHD - COMMAND= THEADORE E. 
WEWBRK WIEVES CAF'TAIN S D O N  L. CORNER 

- SEPAFUTE ORGANIZATION OF W - 1 2  

15 October 68 - SQUADRON INSIGNIA APPROVED. 

A u ~ s t69 - CmGB OF COMMAHD * COMKANDEB U~~ A.9 
P E T T I W  RELIEVES CO!@T.UD%R TIB6DORE 
B. ?lmARK 

mailto:CO!@T.UD%R


I11 INTRODUCTION 

Each student trained a t  RVAW-120 receives a more specialized and 
thorough indoctrination i n  the systems and operations of hls  particular 
a i rcraf t  then before cornaissioning of RVAW-120. The instructors have 
more time t o  give each student the attention needed t o  provide the 
operational detachments and squadrons w%th the product necessary t o  
m e t  the high standards and demands of operational c o ~ u d e r s r  i n  e i ther  
ASW or  M W  operations. 

A l l  pilots,  naval f l igh t  officers, and aircrewmen who wil l  ultinate- 
1y be assigned to  an E-133 detachment or an E-28 squadron attend exten- 
sive ground training lectures that  give them a thorough working know-
ledge of thei r  respective a i rcraf t ' s  capabilities and systems. After 
the ground training phase, they go through their  respective f l igh t  
phases where they can apply what they learned t o  ground school. 

RVAW-120 has expanded its training program t o  include maintenance 
personnel. A separate Fleet Replacement Aviation Maintenance Personnel 
(FRIIPlrP) Training Department is i n  existance with lecture guides and 
lesson plans i n  use. It i s  expected that  th i s  training wlll enhance 
the maintenance department of each d e t a c b n t  or  sQmdron by fZunishing 
them with better  qualified personnel i n  this area. 

The first replacement offleer graduated from the newly comissfoned 
RVAW-120 was &sign , US=, 708313/1325. Ensign 

completed the E-1B TSFO training syllabus on 26 August 1967 
and was transferred t o  VAW-121. Durin the following f o e  months 29 
other replacement officers graduated, 8 E-1B NFOts, 9 E-28 pilots,  
and 12 E-2A WFOf8.  

On 1September 1967 Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
TEWPY-FOUR (VAWL) was catunissioned. This was the f i r s t  squadron 
c o ~ s s i o n e d  a l l  of whom officer personnel were graduates of the RVAW-120 
!€'raining Program. Lili;ewise, almost a l l  enlisted personnel were drawn from 
the ranks of personnel assigned for  training t o  RVAW-120 or  temporarily 
attached t o  RVAW-120 as instructors. T h i s  was the pattern t o  be followed 
during the Future months prior t o  the comissioning of VAW-12s and VAW-126. 
Personnel began t o  be ordered i n  w e l l  i n  advance of the comissiming date, 
They muld complete training i n  their  new a i rc ra f t  and would then have suf- 
f ic ient  time t o  se t  \;rp the organization for the i r  new squadron while not 
having t o  actually operat63on thei r  own. T b  a d a ~runworganization 
proved highly effective, 



In ceremonies held Friday, 6 October 1967 i n  Sea Plane Hanger One 
a t  Naval A i r  station, Norfolk, Virginia, Captain D. C. KUMSEX 11, Corn-
mander Fleet A i r  Norfolk, presented the coveted Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions Safety Award t o  Carrier Airborne Early Warning Wing TWELVE. The 
squadrons participating i n  these ceremonies were RVAW-120, VAW-121, 
VAW-122 and VAW-123. The award covered both of the types of a i rc ra f t  
flown by the Wing, the E-1B and E-2A. 

The award covers the period fram 1July 1966 t o  30 June 1967 and 
is baaed on a low accident rate, quality of submitting safety reports, 
safety a r t i c les  for publications and recommendations for improvement of 
aviation safety. 

Captain S. L. CORNER, Commander Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Wing TWELVE and Commanding Officer, Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Training Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWEXTP accepted the awards on behalf 
of the Wing. 

The training function of RVAW-120 is beet delineated i n  the o f f ic ia l  
description of its mission and tasks. 

MISSION : 

a. To Sndoctrinate and t ra in  aviators, f l igh t  officers, aircrew-
men, and maintenance personnel i n  the operation8 anf maintenance of 
carrier  A?M aircraf t  and systems in order t o  provlde a maximum level 
of a i r  combat readiness i n  the f l e e t  AH? units. 

a. Indoctrinate and t ra in  aviators, f l igh t  officers, and aircrew- 
men i n  the operation and tac t ica l  employment of assigned AEW aircraft.  

b. hornAL8nded tac t ics  and doctrine for  the optirrm~l ut i l iaat ion 
of current bEW syatenas. 

c. Maintain l ia is ion with opposite f l e e t  RVAWin order t o  improve 
and standardire AEW training. 

d. Maintain combat training and efficiency i n  order to  provide 
backup for the combat squadrons i n  an emergency situation. 



Carrier AirborneEarly Warning Training Squadron Om HTJMDRED TWIWlT 
(RVAW-120) vas coaamissioned on the morning of S a t d a y ,  1July 1967 i n  
Sea Plane Hanpr One a t  the Naval A i r  Station, Norfolk, Virginia. 

The f i r s t  Commanding Officer was Captain Sheldon L. CORNER, USN, who 
was previously dual-hatted as Coaaaaander, Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Wing !lWELVE (CCAENW-12) and Commanding Officer, Carrier Airborne &rly 
Warning Squadron OWE HUNDRED TWENTY-OHE (VAW-121). On 1July 1967, 
Captain CORNER remained a s  COHCdEWW-12. However, upon assuming command 
of RVAW-120, he relinquished command of TAW-121. Relieving him as Corn-
ananding Officer, VAW-121 was CIR Raymond A. PETTIGREM, IEX. 

Guest speaker for the caoaaissioning and change of command ceremonies 
was Captain D. C. RIMSEY, 11, Commander Fleet A i r  Norfolk. 

To get a complete picture of what the commissioning of RVAW-120 
meant, l e t  us look briefly a t  the events immediately preceding. 

On 1April 1967, the f i r s t  step of the overall reorganisation of the 
Atlantic Fleet VAW commity had taken place with the redesignation of 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning uadron TWELVE (VAW-12) as  Carrier A i r -
borne Early Warning Wing TWELVE"tCBEWW-12) and the cowaissioning of QAW-
121, VAW-122 and VAW-123. VAW-122 and VAW-3.23 were the first operational 
squadrons flying the new h2A nHawkeyen aircraft .  VAW-121 flying both 
E-1B and E-2A was assigned the permanent task of providing B-1B detachments 
t o  Atlantic Fleet carriers  and the temporary task of training replacement 
pilots,  naval f l ight  officers and aircrewmen for both E-lB detachments and 
E-2A squadrons. 

With the commissioning of RVAW-120, the new t r i fo ld  organisational 
concept of VAW was essentially completed - Wing, Training Squadron, and 
Operational Squadron. Remaining t o  be added where additional operational 
squadrons, VAW-124, 125 and 126. TBe training squadron, RVAW-120, im-
mediately assumed the training function which VAW-121 had performed betwe- 
en 1April and 1July 1967. 

The major employment of RVAW-120 daring 1968 was continued training 
of replacement f l igh t  and ground crews for  E 1 B  and E-2A aircraft .  Par-
t icular  emphasis was placed upon completing the training of E-2A personnel 
destined for  the corrmnissioning of VAW-125 i n  October 1968 followed by 
preparation of E-2A personnel t o  comnission VAW-126 i n  April  1969. 

While the squadron was i t s e l f  young, it had sufficient experienced 
personnel t o  achieve the training t o  the personnel t o  be assigned t o  
VAW-12s as well as  t o  provide a steady stream of replacement personnel 
to  tihe other four squadrons already ccmissioned. 



We can perhaps see t h i s  by looking a t  the t o t a l s  of personnel trans- 
fered by category. During 1968, RVAW-120 completed t raining 38 &1B 
pilots,  12 $-lB MFOfs ,  26 E-26 pi lo t s  and 22 E-2A NM3ra. Likewise during 
t h i s  year many Fleet  Replacement Aviation Maintenance Personnel under- 
went training i n  RVAW-120 and were transferred to the other squadron. 

OR I& and 15 #arch, the squadron received i ts  f i r s t  administrative 
Material Inspection. For a newely comissioned squadron it did excep- 
t ional ly  well receiving an overall grade of EXCELLElqT. Of special note 
is the fac t  thqt the !Graining Department received a grade of OUTSTAHDING. 

I n  early August, the squadron was grieved by the t ragic death of U D R  
Larry D. EXANS, h i s  wife Judith and daughter, Perrin, and two friends 
v i s i t ing  fraea I tal j r  i n  e rented private plane crash i n  the mountains i n  
the western part  of Virginia. 

Ou 1October, camand of the squadron changed. Commander Theodore 
E. HEMARK, USN, relieved Captain Sheldon L. COBNER, becoming the squadron's 
second Cammanding Officer. Captain CORNER conthued as  Commander Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Wing TWELVE and four off icers  were transferred 
from RVAW-120 t o  beconre part  of the now separate Wing Staff. These Of -
f icers  were LCDR USN; LT , MC, 
USlR3 LT  , USH; and LT  USM, Also a t  t h i s  
ceremony, Carrier Airborne Early Warning Sqt~adron ONE HUNDRH) TWENTY -
FIVE (VAW-125) was comissianed under the  command of Coglmander John R. 
SCUUB, Jr, US. Sixteen officers  were transferred on 1October from 
the replacement off icer  ranks of RVAW-120 t o  form new squadrons. With-
i n  the next three months four other off icers  completed RVAW-120 train-  
ing and were also transferred t o  VAW-125. A s  it was by way of foot 
notes to t h i s  year, the squadron insignia was approved on 15 October. 
The insignia pictures an ocean osprey superimposed on an open book and 
both on a blue background. The ooprep aymbolioes the squadron's n i g h t  
operations over the sea; the open book represents the squadronfs train- 
ing mission. 

1969 found the aquadron operating with a fhll head of ateam train-
ing replacement personnel f o r  a l l  East Coast VAW squadrans. This was 
a big year f o r  the squadron. We flew k,369 f l igh t  hours and completed 
109 students i n  addition t o  many maintenance personnel. 

8 August 1969 saw CDR R e  A, PETTIGTB'W, a well k n m  personalety i n  
the VbW co~urmnity, relieve CDR T. E. NEWARK as  Commanding Officer. 
Guest speaker for  the occasion was CAPT Thomas D. QUINN, COMCAEMW-12. 

On 1September 1969, the squadron moved t o  a home away f m  the  
Wing. The move was from building SP-1 t o  SP-2, Naval A i r  Station, 
Blorfolk, Virginia. The squadron had now gram t o  222 s taf f  enlisted 
personnel and 37 s t a f f  officers. The move t o  SP-2 was necessary and 



welcmed since we then had 5 E-lB, 2 E-26 and 2 TE-2A aircraft. 

All tota l  the years since 1 JtiLy 1967 through 31 December 1969 
have shown steady groth and development of RVAW-120. Stat is t ics  are 
not available for sane portions of 1967, but, the fo l lawin~  table will 
provide some idea of the to ta l  output of our squadron. 

1967 (JULY - DE) 1968 1969 

FLIGHT EIRS. 


STUDrnS COMP. 

E-1 P W T  
E-2 PImT 9 
E X  CONT. 8 
E-2 CONT. 12 

PERSONNEL (STAFF') 

&NZ 
OFF 





