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Chronological List

January

28 -

First operational fli
"FALLING BRAVE"™.

of Significant Events

ght flown in support of exercise

February
20 - Participated in a SO0CAL LINK-1l exercise.
2k - Participated in an Aipr-to-Surface Missile exercise.
March
04 - Participated in exercise "SNOWTIME"™.
10 - E-2B BUNO 151710 received from CARAEWRON ONE ONE
THREE+ NAS North Island-. California.
13 ~ Participated in a SO0CAL LINK-1l exercise.
24 - E-2B BUNO 150533 received from CARAEWRON ONE ONE FOURa
NAS North Island. California-.
28 - First flight of E-2B BUNO 150533.
April
02 - Participated in an exercise with Navy Fighter lWeapons
School.
04 - E-2B BUNO 152483 received from CARAEWRON ONE TWO TWoa
NAS Norfolk- Virginia
05 - Aircrews and Maintenamce Detachment departed for
Carrier Qualifications aboard USS Lexingtona (VT-1lka
NAS Pensacola. Florida-
12 = Aircrews and maintenamce detachment returned.
15 - E-2B BUNO 151713 transferred to Naval Air Rework
Facility- NAS North Island- California.
24 - Participated in a S0CAL LINK-11 exercise.
30 - First flight of E-2B BUNO 151710.
May
01 - Commenced exercise "BELL BUSTER"™.
cLOoSURE (1),
07 - Exercise "BELL BUSTER" completed- ENCLO
S
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BASIC NARRATIVE

January

VAJ-117+ the WALLBANGERS+ began 1975 with two operation-
al E-2B aircraft. The sguadrons first operational mission
since establishment was flown on 24 January in support of
exercise FALLING BRAVE. a combined services Early UWarning
exercise held in the Southern California {S0CAL} Operating
Area.

February

As the sqguadron continued expanding to full strength
more extensive operations were tasked and carried out.

On 20 February a LINK-1} exercise was conducted involv-
ing several ships inport San |Diego. Ca.. and an airborne
E-2 aircraft from VAU-1L7.

On 2b February an Air-tg-Surface Missile Exercise was
conducted with a WALLBANGER gircraft. 2 F=3 Crusaders from
VFP-bL3 and a ship from the Cnuiser Destroyer Force-. Pacific.

The E~2.+ acting as a launch platform. vectored the
F-8's against the ship.

March

On 4 March the WALLBANGERS participated in exercise
"SNOWTIME™+ another combined |services Early Warning exercise
in the SO0CAL Operating Area.

On 10 Marcha E-2B BUNO 151710 was received from VAW=1l3
after overhaul at the Naval Aircraft Rework Facility {{ARFZ}.
North Island. This aircraft became VAY-11?7's first permanent
aircraft and immediately modifications were commenced to in-
stall the new Hamilton-Stendard fiberglass propellers.

O0n 13 March another SOCAL LINK-11 exercise was conducted
in which VAY-11?7 aircraft panticipated.

The scuadron's second permanent aircraft. E-2B BUNO
150523 was received from VAJ=-L14, via NARF on 24 March. The
pDlane was flown 4 days later on & short test flight.

Aoril
This month saw the scuadron develop to nearly full
strength. HMost of the remaining pilots. NFO's end aircreu

nersonnel under training in RVAU-110 were transferred to
VAW=-117 during Aoril.

ENCLOSURE () )




On 2 April. the sqguadron flew @ mission in the SO0CAL area
in support of the Navy Fighter ueapons School. The exercise
was conducted to evaluate experimental tactical drocedures for
E-C/F=14 interface in an Alpha Strike evolution.

On 4 April E-2B BUNO 153433 was received from VAW-1ZZ.
via NARF. and immediately commenced conversion to the new
Hamilton-Standard »ropellers.

on 5 April four pilotss LT - LT - L6
and LTJG 1 departed with E-2B BUNO 14898i%8 for
Carrier Zualifications aboard|USS Lexington. CVT-1k.: NAS
Pensacola: A small VAY-117 maintenance detachment was in
accomnhaniment. The pnilots+ maintenance detachment and air-
craft ware assigned to a Carrier Zua’'ification detachment
from RVAW-11LU.

On 15 Anril E-2B BUNO 1517L3 was transferred to NARF.
NAS North Island.

On 24 April VAW-217 2articipated in another SOCAL LINK-
11 exercise.

30 April saw the first flight of E-2B BUNO 15%730 with
the new Hamiiton-Standard npropellers. This first flight
with the new propellers marked a major milestone since VAY-
117 was the first fleet E-2B scuadron to convert to and
deploy with the new propellers.

Nay

May »>roved to be the most challenging and busiest month
to date as the squadron continued preparing for depioyment
at an ever increasing tempo-.

From 1 May to ? May. the |WALLBANGERS flew continuously
in support of exercise "BELL BUSTER"™ in the SOCAL area. 1In
an effort that earned the praise and appreciation of Commander
Amphibious Group Eastern Pacifics VAW-117 provided Airborne
Early Warning. Intercept Contnolas and Air Refueling Control
services to the exercise units. This exercise afforded the
squadron the chance to participate in a continuous Naval Tac-
tical Data System. Marine Tactical Data System and Airborne
Tactical Data System data link environment. gaining valuable
operational experience.

0n 11 May the squadron joined Attack Carrier Air lWing
SEVEN {CVu~?} at NAS Fallon. Nevada. for a two week weapons
deployment in preparation for |eventual overseas deployment
with C(VyY=-? aboard USS Independence.

E-2B BUNO 152433 mede it's first flight with the new
Hamilton-3Standard propellers on 1k Mays and was then flown
to NAS Fallon to join the sguadron detachment.

10 plivbhoeund (1)




VAWU-117? returned to NAS
return was marked by the jubi
close of @ highly successful
weeks at Fallon the WALLBANGE
sorties and e total of &9 ho
known in CVi¥=7 during the sh
assumed Range Control. parti
controlled Air Combat Manuev
and Rescue Exercises. and en

North Island on 23 May. The
lant mood of all hands at the
deployment. During the two
RS flew 33 of 34 scheduled
rs. The scquadron became well
rt deployment as aircrews
ipated in Alpha Strikesa
ring-, 2articipated in Search
ered the (VU-7 Bombing Derby.
Although the bombing results |uere somewhat less than spac-
tacular. the competitive spirit displayed and comradery
develofed with the air wing more than compensated for the
results obtained with the JUI bomb delivery technicues

employed. During the Fallon deployment LCDR
TG [ s B e
flew as observers in VF-4Y3 A-H4 aggressor aircraft during

ACNM training flights. The fllights were thoroughly enjoyed
and the familierization with @ir combat maneuvering was
very educational. Additionallly LTJG ENE

and ENS F acted as survivors dur=
Xercises.

1ng Search and Rescue

A22 | :s conmended by Commander. Attack
Carrier Air Uing SEVEN- CDR James FLATLEY III. for his
outstanding performance during the deployment- AZZ [N’
tireless efforts and long hours served as an inspiration
to his co-workers and directly contributed to the success
of the deployment.

On 3% Mays an &ll hands
Coronado Amphibious Base Enli
successful Fallon deployment-
flediterranean cruise-.

inner-Dance was held at the
ted liens Club celebrating the
and marking the eve of the

dune

On 9 June 1975 Comnmander
Commander Monroe J. AHRENSTEII
ceremonies held in Hangar Z10-
Rear Adniral Leonard SNEAD. C
garning Wings U.S. Pacific F1

£lcdon S. BAKER relieved

as Commanding O0fficer in

NAS North Island. California-.
mmander. Fighter Airborne Early
et+ was the guest speaker.

O0n 9 June VAWl=117 also t
control of Fighter Airborne E
Commander. Attack Carrier Air

ansferred from operational
r.y Warning 4ing Pacific to
Wing SEVEN.

On 9 June-, immediately f
ceremony. initial members of
for Norfolka Virginia. and US

llowing the change-of-command
he advance party departed
Independence.

On 14 June the sguadron's four eircraft departed for NAS

Norfolk and the first airlift |of sguadron personnel was
flown to Norfolk aboard Navy (-9B transports.
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On 15 June the Independence suffered & severe engineer-
ing casualty which delayed sgheduled work-up exercises and
the deployment.

0rn Lb June the scheduled second airlift of squadron per-
sonnel to Norfolk was canceiled and contingency plans to con-
duct CARQUAL for squadron pilots aboard USS Saratoga {CV-LIZ
of f the coast near Jacksonville. Florida. were rapidly
developed. Sqguadron aircraft and the detachment in Norfolk
were abruptly diverted to NAS| Jacksonville.

20 June witnessed the return of VAW=-117 aircraft to
WAS North Island following successful CAR:ZUAL of all squad-
ron pilots.

On 21 June. detachment personnel who were aboard USS
Saratoga and NAS Jacksonville| returned to NAS North Island.

July

On the first day of Julyn the officers and men of VAU-
117 celebrated the first anniversary of the sqguadron's
establishment.

Tha "WALLBANGERS"™ were commended by Commander Fighter
Airborne Early darning Wing Pecific and Conmander Naval
Air Force Pacific for an accident free year.

On 7 July 1975 the £-:B community based at {AS North
Island moved to NAS liiremara. California. The event uwas
marked by a "fly in" of one E+ZB from each sguadron shore-
based at NAS Worth Islandi RVAW=-1130-. VAW-1LZ+ VAWU=-114+ VAU-
L1k and VAU-117. Dedloyed sguadrons {VAWU-11L. VAY-113,
and VAU-115} were not able to|participates but their
squadron flags were presented | to HNAS lMiramar in absentia.
The aircraft were all flown by the respective sguadron
commanding officers. The plane from VAL-117 was piloted
by CDR E. S. BAKER with LTJG and ciS

as crew members. The WA completed the move
from NAS North Island to NAS
3th and 9th of July. and comm
2 aboerd NAS Miramar.

B
iramar in just two dayss the
nced operations from Hangar

WGER

E-ZB BUNO 15%47i0 flew to |[NAS Whidbey Island. 4dashing-
tons on 15 July to provide LINK 11 verification services
for USS Truxton {DLGN-25} following the shins yard deriod.

On 13 July the same aircriaft was fiown in conjunction
with the NAS Whidbey Islend annhual air show. and then returned
to Miramar.

On 19 July &an aircraft fllew to NAS Pensacolaa Floridaa

2 #NCLOSURE (1),



for E~2B indoctrination and a
aircraft returned two days la

static display at VT-1i3. The
er.

August

On the 13th of August th
for NAS Norfolk. Virginia. to

first of two airlifts departed
enbark abogard USS Independence.

On 14 August the remaind
fliramar- along with the sguad
Norfolk and loaded aboard the

r of squadron personnel at
ons four aircraft- flew to
shid.

VAWY=-217 PERIODIC OPERATING REi
FROM 15 AUGUST THROUGH Z1 DEC

ORTS COVER SJZUADRON ACTIVITIES
MBER. SEE ANNEXS A+ B+ AND C.
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AIRCRAFT ON BOARD 31 DECEMBER 1975

E-2B BUNO 151710
E-2B BUNO 150533
E-2B BUNO 152483
E-2B BUNO 152484

TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS FLOWN BY VAW-117? DURING 1975:

TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS 1975

TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL

27

LIGHT HOURS 1975
LIGHT HOURS 1975
LIGHT HOURS 1975

279.0
3ik.8
200.b
150.4

L43Y4.6
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