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\
MISSION

CARRIER AIRZORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON
ONE ONE SEVEN

Carrier Airborne Early Warning|Squadron ONE ONE SEVEN was established
on 1 July 1974 in accordance with Chief of Naval Operations message
032008Z MAY 1974, under the administrative and operational control of the
Commander, Fighter/Airborne Early Warning Wing, U.S. Pacific TFleet.

The squadron consists of approximately one hundred twenty (120) enlisted
personnel and twentyeome(2l) officers assigned to maintain at peak efficiency
and operate four (4) E-2B '"Hawkeye'"| aircraft. The Grumman built E-2B '"Hawkeye'
is an all-weather, carrier based airborne early warning/command and control
aircraft that patrols defense perimeters to provide early warning of approach-
ing enemy aircraft and to vector interceptors into attack position. In
addition to this primary AEW mission, the E-2B can also provide strike and
traffic control, area surveillance,|search and rescue coordination, naviga-
tional assistance, and communications relay.
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BASIC [NARRATIVE

JUL

On 1 July 1974 at 1400, Commander Monroe J. AHRENSTEIN assumed command
of the newly established Carrier Airborne Eafly Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN (VAW-117), in ceremonies held at Hangar 310 on board Naval Air
Station North Island. Vice Admiral |Robert B. BALDWIN, USN, Commander Naval
Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet was the guest speaker. Following the ceremonies
a reception was held at the Naval Amphibious Base Officer's Club.

As a newly established squadron, the command consisted of seventy-two
enlisted personnel and twenty-one offficers with many of those on hand for
the ceremony still assigned to RVAW-110 and undergoing some phase of
training in preparation for their tour with the squadron.

On 3 July 1974, the Operations |Department submitted three Squadron
Callsign selections to the Chief of |Navsl Operations for his approval.

Prior to its actual establishment, squadron insignia designs were
solicited from all interested personnel. On Friday, 5 July, the accumula-
tion of written suggestions and "artistic!" portrayals numbered about thirty..
Several suggestions were taken under consideration and a composite design
idea was formulated. A final design was selected and presented to an artist
to design the Squadron insignia for submission to the Chief of Naval Operations
for approval, based upon an original submission by LTJG

Commander AHRENSTEIN departed fqr NAS Norfolk, Virginia on 30 July 1974,
having been selected by the Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
to represent the West Coast AEW Squ?drons at a conference hosted by the
Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Atiantic Fleet, concerning the improvement
of various capabilities of the E-2 aircraft.

AUG

An all hands athletic field day was scheduled at 1300 on 18 August 1974
at Stroop Field, NAS North Island. |This event was well received by all
hands as it gawve the officers and enlisted personnel an opportunity to meet
in an informal enviromment and discuss the bright prospects for the new
squadron. The athletic activities were launched after a meal, featuring
fried chicken, hamburgers and beer or coke, with the squadron's officers
taking on the enlisted personnel in |a softball game.

On 24 August Commander AHRENSTEIN hosted a Squadron Enlisted Wives
Orientation meeting at the Firebird Auditorium, RVAW-110, NAS North Island.
Various topics were discussed, including the squadron's mission, service
benefits and entitlements and the location of various organizations serving
dependent needs. The meeting was cgncluded with a tour of squadron spaces
and the aircraft systems trainers adjacent to the hangar. The trainers were
manned by two squadron officers to provide the wives an insight into the
complexity of the aircraft maintainﬁd and flown by their husbands.
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PLANK OWNERS

The following personnel were entitled to Plank Owner's Certificates:

CDR M. J. AHRENSTEIN
CDR E. S. BAKER




ATRCRAFT ON BO

E-2B BUNC 151713

E-2B BUNO 149819

Nov HOURS SCHED
FLIGHTS
DAY 6
NIGHT 0
707 FOPALS 6
DEC HOURS SCHED
FLIGHTS
DAY 22
NIGHT 2
TOTALS 24
HOURS SCHED
FLIGHTS
DAY 28
NIGHT 2
TOTALS 30

D as of 31 DEC 1974

FLIGHT HOURS

31.5
LANDINGS

19
0
19
73.5
LANDINGS
127
7
134
TOTALS as of
105.0
LANDINGS
146
7
153

HOURS FLOWN 10.3
A/C FLIGHT TIME

10.3

0.0

10.3
HOURS FLOWN 72.0
A/C FLIGHT TIME

64.8

7.2

72.0

31 DEC 1974

HOURS FLOWN 82.3

A/C FLIGHT TIME
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77 7.2

82.3






