
CARAEWRON ONE ONE SIX COMMAND HISTORY 

1. COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATJON 

a. F'rimary Mission: Airborne Early Warning and Battle 
Management.. Secondary Missions: Airwing Command and Control, 
Air Intercept Control, Strike Corltrol, Surface Search Co- 
ordination, War at Sea, Deconfli~tion of Friendly/ Hostile 
aircraft, Communications Relay, PaSsive Detection of Hostile 
Emitters. 

b. Organizational Structure: qperational Senior Command: 
Commander, Carrier Air Wing TWO. Ad4inistrative Senior Command: 
Commander, Fighter Airborne Early Watning Wing Pacific. Deployed 
aboard U.S.S. Ranger (CV-61) under Commander, Carrier Group 
SEVEN, as part of Battle Group Echo. 

c. Commanding Officer: CDR Patrick T. Madison, USN. 

d. Home Base: Hanger Six, NAS Miramar, San Diego, Ca. 
U.S.S. Ranger is home-ported at NAS North Island, San Diego, Ca. 

e. Type and Number Aircraft A4signed: Four E-2C Hawkeye 
aircraft. Tail codes NE 600, NE 601, NE 602, NE 603. Bunos: 
163025, 163026, 163027,163028. 

2. CHRONOLOGY 

12 January 90. 
the USS Princeton's 
multi-axis jamming and chaff, including (1) EC-135, (1) EA-7, and 
(1) EA-6B., 

5-12 April 1990. Inde endent Steaminq Exercise. + 35 
Sorties, 88.2 hours, 101 traps aboar USS Ranger (CV-61). 

28 April-4 May 1990. REFTRA. Refresher training aboard USS 
Ranger (CV-61). 38 Sorties, 137.3 hours, 72 traps. 

7-8 May 90. Kernal Usher. $upported two Kernal Usher 
exercises including close control of COMFIBRON FIVE AV-8B Harri- 
ers. 

14-16 May 90 Sledgehammere Supported MEFLEX 90-4 
Sledgehammer, providing air control for the USS England (CG-22) 
and USS Waddell (DDG-24). 

14-15 May 90. Improved Carrier Optical Landinq System 
Evaluation. NAEC Lakehurst, NJ. Provided aircraft and aircrew 
for an evaluation of three Optical Landing Systems, including a 
ten-cell lens and two laser glideslope and lineup systems. 

17-21 May 1990. NTISA MULTOTS. NTISA LK-11 MULTOTS 



17-21 May 1990. NTISA MULTOTS. NTISA LK-11 MULTOTS 
evaluation and end-to-end s y s t e m s  of two squadron aircraft. 

25 May 1990. Harrier Strike. Provided Blue and Orange 
control for Operation "Harrier Madndss," a USMC strike opposed by 
USAF F-16's to China Lake 

12 June 1990.OV-10 AIC. Provided AIC Control for VMC-2 OV- 
10's after a thorough capabilities and limitations brief by each 
squadron. 

13 June 1990. Submarine LINKEX. Conducted interoperability 
LINKEX study with USS Portsmouth (SSlN-707) and two S-3A's. 

16 June 1990. Harrier vs. Harrlier. Conducted 2v2 AIC with 
four (4) VMA-513 AV-8B Harriers. 

27 June 1990. Intruder vs. Int~ruder. AIC requested by and 
conducted for VMA(AW1-242 validated self-defense tactics for A- 

24-29 June 1990. War on Drugs. Provided flights and alert -- 
capability for CUFT-5 in support of ~DCP/CN "War on Drugs". 

27-28 June 1990. Hailed by Navy Fighter Weapons School as 
the "Premier E-2C overland control squadron", controlled 2 
strikes and a graduation hop for a sRuadron member attending NFWS 
(class 4-90). The only squadron to ever lend such support. 

30 June 1990. VT-10 m. Intlroduced the E-2C to Student 
Naval Flight Officers with several lectures, tours, and flights 
for 9 students. 

17 July 1990. EWTPI. Graded outstanding (96%) in EWTPI by 
Mr. Ron Steep, MWC China Lake. 

4-7 September 1990. MASEX. CNO Project 961 (OT-IIC). A 
coordinated opposed strike against the USS Lake Champlain. 

18 September 1990. SEAL Team Strike Rescue. Conducted 
Strike Rescue with SEAL Team 5, usink ADF cuts to provide locat- 
ing in£ ormation, and evaluated- the PRC-112 survival radio . 

22 September 1990. CNO Pri one Project 
251 (Tomahawk C-4: OTL-80 Strike-Missile launch 
by USS Paul F. Foster. Acted as range safety and fighter control 
for Air Wing TWO against VF-127 at NhS China Lake. 

27 September 1990 -17 October 1P90. READIEX m. 
9 -13 November 1990. READIE~ - 90B. 113 Sorties, 393.7 

hours, 153 traps aboard USS Ranger (CV-61). 

14-16 November 1990. Battle Grbup Evaluation. Part of the 
first Battle Group to be evaluated with a Southwest Asia scenario - 

during workups. 



8 December 1990. WESTPAC Cruilse. Departed San Diego for 
Persian Gulf to participate in ~perdtion Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. 



SUN KINGS HONOR SUPERIOR SERVICE 

A t  a r ecen t  q u a r t e r s  aboard U.b.S. Ranger, t h e  VAW-116 Sun 

Kings hoqored some r e a l  1  i v e  war heroes. I n  t h e  month o f  

January, JAW-116 s e t  a  new r e c o r d  fop t h e  number o f  f l i g h t  hours  

f l own  by a  4 p lane  E-2C squadron i n  one month by f l y i n g  505 

f l i g h t  h ~ u r s ,  104 nf those i n  t h e  f i r s t  72 hours  o f  war alone. 

Such a  h i g h  tempo o f  f l i g h t  ops under cumbat c o n d i t i o n s  cou ld  

o n l y  have been achieved through a  superhuman e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  V A N - l l t ,  maintenance team and bcrpport personnel .  Sun King 

sk ipper  CDR Pat Madison noted that.  t h e  e n t i r e  squadron deserved 

commendation f o r  t h e i r  ou ts tand ing  performance, and t h a t  o n l y  a  

few o f  many ou ts tand ing  examples were be ing  c i t e d .  

Navy Achievement Medals were aNarded t o  AMH Pardee and kT1 

L.arson f a r  t h e i r  ou ts tand ing  troL1h1 eshoot i  ng e f f o r t s  which 

r e t u r n e d  Sun K ing  a i r c r a f t  t o  f u l l y  m iss ion  capable s t a t u s  i n  

l e s s  than  h a l f  t h e  a l l o t t e d  t ime.  Ens. B lake Ward rece i ved  t h e  

Navy Achievement Medal f o r  h i s  superb work: as squadron 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  d e v i s i n g  c r i t i c a l  t a r g e t  l i s t s  f o r  A i r  Wing 

Two s t r i k e s .  AMHZ Kaloz was se lec ted  as Sun K ing  o f  t h e  month 

f o r  January; ADAN Mrcubbin was des ibnated Pro  o f  t h e  Week. On 

t h e  aircr-ew s i d e  o f  t h e  house, l i t e r a l l y  years  o f  t r a i n i n g  were 

rewarded when LTs L a s l o  and Vanke were des ignated C a r r i e r  

A i r c r a f t  P lane Commanders, and LTs Dornan, Kennedy, and Hagenbuch 

c e r t , i f  i e d  as E-2C Miss ion  Commanders, t h e  h i g h e s t  qua1 i f  i r a t i o n  

f o r  E-ZC p i l o t s  and NFOs r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Other a t t aboys  i nc luded  L e t t e r s  o f  App rec ia t i on  f rom U. S. S. 

Ranger t c 3  A K 1  C r i s t o b a l  and AKAN Edd~y, and Good Conduct Awards t o  



A N  Howie, AD2 Song, A T 1  Cleveland,  A Z 1  Reick,  A M E l  T e l l e z ,  ADC 

Evans and AMHC Greenwood. L a s t l y ,  Skipper Madison emphasized 

again  t h a t  t h e  teamwork o f  t h e  whole Sun King team deserved t h e  

h i g h e s t  cl>mmendation, and t h e  record+break ing m iss ion  c a p a b i l i t y  

o f  V A N - 1 1 6  a i r c r a f t  i n  combat p rov ided  t a n g i b l e  p roo f  o f  t h e i r  

superb e f , f o r t s .  



. . .  
Sitr~ !::.lng~; F'rovide S h i e l d  - for  Desert  Storm 

The 'v'AW.-? 16 Sitn Kings,  t h e  o n i  y Miramar-based E-2C squadron 

engaged i n  combat ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Arabian Gul+, can t i nue  h igh-  

tempo rambat ope ra t i ons  i n  d i r e c t  suppor t  o f  Operat ion Desert  

Storm. Led by t h e  dynamic dcto a f  CO CDR F'at Madison anc! cctt-t-ent 

XG, soo~? tlo be Sk ipper ,  CDR Paul Hauser, t h e  f l i g h t  crews and 

rnaintenar~ce teams a f  VAW-116 have been s e t t i n g  r e c o r d s  f o r  apera- 

t i o n s  i 1 - 1  t h e  Arabian G u l f .  When t h e  " t i p  o f  t h e  sward" was 

~!n leashed aga ins t  Saddam's f n rces  Goon a f t e r  t h e  e:. :pirat ion o f  

t h e  UN dead l ine ,  t h e  Sun K ings  werk ready t o  leap i n t o  ac t i on .  

E e s p i t e  hav ing  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Gu l f  as p a r t  o f  

B a t t l e  Group ECHO aboard LI.S.S,, Rahger ( C V  611 ,  iV4W-ll6 and t h e  

r e s t  o f  A i r  Wing Twu were i n  t h e  pepL: a f  combat read iness  a f t e r  a 

demandin12 workup c y c l e  t a i  l o r a d  t o  t h e  Midd ie  Eas te rn  scenar ia .  

The i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  canf l i c t  has demanded a highet- level .  o f  

c~pera t io !7a l  read iness  and a sheer hilmber o f  hours  f l own  f a r  i n  

e:.tcess a,f any p r e v i o ~ t s l i j  imagined at- expected -for a  depluyed E-ZC 

squadron. I n  January, Vf7W-116 s e t  a  new r e c o r d  far- t h e  t o t a l  

ni!mber hours ever f luwn i n  one bonth by a f o u r  a i r c r a f t  E--2 

squadrun. Even mur-e i n c r e d i b l y ,  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h i s  reco rd  l e v e l  

a+ apera t i t i ns  was f lawn i n  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  month, i n  

a c t u a l  cambat cond i t i ons .  Desp i te  hav ing t a  do more w i t h  l e s s ,  

t h e  Sun King team more than met t h e  :ha1 lenge, f 1  y i n g  1C:Z.Z hoirrs 

i n  24 s o r t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  72 h ~ u r s .  " F u l l y  M iss ion  Capable" 

was t h e  watc:hword o f  t h e  day as t h p  Sun C:::ings lauriched on t ime,  

ever-y t ime,  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  command and con t ra1  so c r i t i c a l  t o  



t h e  achievement o f  a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  tjy A1 1  i e d  Forces. 

As t h e  f i t - s t  Navy squadran t o  t a k e  t h e  AFS-135 advanced 

rada r  process ing system i n t o  ccsrnbat i n  t h e  G ~ r l f ,  t h e  Sun !:::ings 

a r e  per4:ect ing i n n o v a t i v e  new t a c t i c a l  employments o f  t h e  E-2C 

!-iawC::eye i n  t h a t  c h a l l e n g i n g  environment. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  

t r a d i  t i a n a l  emphasis an A n t i - A i r ,  Mar-at--Sea, and S t r i  C::e war+ are,  

Desert  Storm sees t h e  Sun t:::irrgs piorbeet-ing t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t4awC::eye :.nto new war fa re  areas sue!-I as B a t t l e f i e l d  G i r  I n t e r d i c -  

t i o n ,  and Close A i r  Suppart.  

The lack:: o f  s i g n i f  i c a n t  enemy a i r  a c t i v i t y  h igh1  i q h t s  t h e  

very  r a t i o n a l  I r a q i  f e a r  o f  VF-1 and V F - 2  F-14s icnder Sun t:::inq 

c o n t r o l ,  w h i l e  t h e  combinat ion o f  E-2C long-range d e t e c t i o n  and 

A-bE p r e c i s i o n  bombing has taugh t  Saddam's f o r c e s  t h e  meaning o f  

the phrase "you can TLLR, b u t  you cBn ' t  h ide .  " The L J ~  nn ing  team 

o f  VHW-116 and t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i n e s t  e t t a c k  squadrons, VA-145 and 

Vk-155, ;-!as wrought t h e  sys temat ic  d e s t r u c t i o n  o+ t h e  I r a q i  Nav.\j .J 9 

a r  wi tnessed d u r i n g  t h e  " B a t t l e  o f  GHAT AL ARAB" 30-31 Jan, 1991. 

A s  t h e  c o n f l . i c t  t i f i fo lds ,  t h e  Sun Kings w i l l  cantj.riite tc> 

sharpen t h e  v i g i l a n c e  which has served t h e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s  so w e l l .  

i n  t h e  misaritime, t hey  wish t a  ex tend  h e a r t f e l t  thanks t o  a l l  t h e  

f a m i l i e s  and fo1C::s baci:: home who rikve p rov ided  such g rea t  sup- 

p o r t .  I t  means a g rea t  dea l  t o  C::now how mi~ch you a l l  cat-e, 

Izecause i t  i s  yott and your r i g h t  t o  l i v e  i n  a b e t t e r  wc:lr-i.d f o r  

which we f i g h t .  



Cart-i e r  A i  r bn rne  Earl.:;. Narni  i ig EI~~iadrai-I  ONE EKE SIX ( V A N - . I  ?Cj 

: i s  one of seven C a r r i e r  G i rborne  E a r l y  Warning (VAN!  squadran.% 

:I ocated on t h e  west-coast under t h e  cagn:i. ranee a+ Cammanc!er , 

F i g h t e r  A i rbo rne  E a r l y  Warning Wing, U. S. P a c i f i c  F i e e t  

t COMF1T'AE:WW INGF'AC) . 

The VAW rammuni t y  began as a research  development., r a l  l e d  

" P r n j e c t  CADII-LAC" , a t  t h e  Massach~r$et ts I n s t i  tcrte o f  Technology 

a t  .the ~?rrd n f  World War T I .  The Nayxi cartti!-rueci wart:: on t.he 'JALJ 

cnncept i n  e a r l y  I948 by for-ming an A i rbo rne  E a r l y  Warning !AEW! 

c:!epartrner?t a t  one o f  i t s  E1ectronj.c 'T ra in ing  U n i t s  j.13 San Diego. 

L a t e r  t h a t  year t h i s  department was canver ted t o  an a v i a t i o n  

squadron and w a s  c o m ~ ~ i s s i o n e d  as IIfiW-... 1. A month l a t e r  i t s  name 

was changed t o  Composite Syuadrc~n EQEVEN (VC-11) . VC-11 c n n t i  !-rued 

tAe wori.:: o f  deve lop ing  t h e  AE!4 cohcept, and i n  195C! deployed 

detachments aboard a i r c r a f t  c a r .  t o  p r o v i d e  b o t h  Ant i - .  

C:;. ' ,,r.tamaril-ic? trJarf a r e  (ASW! and Aj.rborne E a r l y  Warning p r o t e r t i a n  t o  

t h e  f lee- t  thrnuqhot!t  t h e  t:::nrean canf  l i c t .  

I n  ,7uL y 195h, VC-.? l became CaVri e r  A i  t-borne E a r l  i / Warni ng 

Sqiradron ELEVEN IVAW-11). I t s  missi. b!? was t o  p r o v i d e  a1 l -weather 

A i rba rne  Earl. y  Warning s e r v i c e s  t o  f i e e t  f ~ r c e s  and shore warning 

ne ts .  When E--1B '5 rep1 aced TBM-SW ' E  and AD4/5W ' s ,  VAN.-1 1 became 

1 # \ g  vk.tl--.1IlY w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f  i letachmknts each c o n s i s t i n g  a f  t h r e e  

" - - t n ' s .  +.. - .... Wi th t h e  advent o f  t h e  hewer E-2A i n  1964, and i n  

recagn i  t . ion o f  t h e  complexi t y  and respons i  b i  1  i ty a f  AEW suppor t  

miss ions,  t h e  ChieS o f  Naval Uperat i f ins  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  E-2A 



detachments be commi ssianed as 3v i  +ti an squadrons i n  t h e i  t- cmn 

iP.i g h t  . 

.3n 2!::? A p r i l  19A7 YAW-116 was co$missioned and rece i ved  t h e  E- 

2E a i r c r a f t .  From t h a t  da te  t h e  {J+W-II~ "Sun Kings"  completed 

t h r e e  f ~ar--east deployments as p a r t  o f  Fittack:: C a r r i e r  C S i  r wing 

FIFTEEN and two w h i l e  a t tached  t a  A t tack  C a r r i e r  A i r  wing NINE. 

VAd--1.16 was awarded t h e  coveted C@mmander Naval A i r  Fac i  f i c , 

B a t t l e  "E" i n  Febrt iarv 197t5 ( f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  J ~ i l y  1468 through 

December 13691, and again  i n  March ).97S ( f a r  t h e  p e r i o d  iJ~l1.y 3.771 

through December 1972). VAN-1 1.0 was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  Chief  o f  

Naval Opera t i  ons Avi  a t i  on Sa fe ty  Award f o r  bot.h FY-72 and FY-.7:3. 

Add i t i ~ r j n~a l  l y ,  VAW-116 was awarded t h e  F' resident i .a l  lJni t C i  t a t i o n  

Sor e>: t r ,3crdinary p e r f  orrriance at: du t y  irr a c t i o n  aga ins t  t h e  enemy 

i n  Southeast As ia  i n  1972. 

I n  d!_il:j 1475, VAN--1 16 t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Attack: C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing 

EIGHT. C : m c ~ t r r e n t l  y,  t h e  west-coast VAW comm~tni t y ,  i n c l ~ ! d i n g  VczlW- 

0 moved f rom Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ?  Nar th  Is lanc!  t o  Naval Fiir 

S t a t i o n ,  Niramar. A s  a u n i t  o f  CVW-8, t h e  "St!n t:::ingsU saw du ty  i n  

+he Nar th  A t l a n t i c  i n  1975. I n  1976 VAN-11L aqain  deployed aboard 

t h e  USS ' % I M I T Z  (CVN-681 f a r  ,J. Medi tprranean c r u i s e .  The squadron 

t r a n s f  e r r e d  t o  Carr- i et- A i  r i q SEVENTEEIS embat-l.::ed on LfSS 

FORESTAL ( C V - 5 9 1  i n  1477 and deploked t o  t h e  Medi terranean and 

Nor th  A t l a n t i c  i n  March 1478. 

iJAW--.116 ther: t i - ans i t i oned  t o  ithe E-2C and made a Western 

12acif i c i ' f  nd ian Ocean c r u i s e  f rom 216 Febr-ctary t o  15 October 1Y8C; 

aboard USS CONSTELL.AT I t!N ( C V - 6 6  1 i n s ~ t p p o r t  a f  I r an ia r i  



c o n t i ~ g e n c y  o p e r a t i  csna. Dur ing  t h i  % crrui se t h e  "Sun t:::i ngs" saw 

1 consecu t i ve  days a t  sea w i t hou t  a  p o r t  c a l l .  Upon r e t u r n  t o  

Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Miramar, VAW+ll6 began p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  

t rans i t : i on  t o  t h e  E-2C Advanced Radar F'rncessing System !ARF'S) 

Update. A t  t h e  complet ion o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  t h e  "S~tn t:::ings" became 

t h e  f i r s t  west--coast VAN squadron t a  opera te  t h e  AN/APS-125 

radar .  VAN-116 was assigned t o  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TWO i n  J u l y  i 9 a l .  

01-1 7 A p r i l  1983, t h e  squadron embarl::ed on t h e  USS RANGER <CV-61) 

f o r  another Western F'acif  i c / I n d i a n  Ocean c r u i s e .  Re tu rn ing  i n  

i l c tober  1982 t h e  "Sun i:::ingsU remarlfied w i t h  C a r r i e r  A i r  wing TWO 

abaard t h e  USS KITTY HAWP: I C V - 6 2 ) .  

I n  December 15'83, VAW-116 became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 squadron t o  

f i n i s h  - F i r s t  o v e r a l l  d u r i n g  Opera t iona l  Readiness Exerc ises  

'ORE). i ln 13 January 1984, C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TWO deuloyed abaard 

USS I.::ITT't' HAWK, and t h e  "Sun Kings"  became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 squadron 

i n  t h e  wor ld  t o  make an e;.:tended d$ployment wit.h f i v e  a i r c r a S t .  

The "Sun C::ingsU r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Mipamar on I August 1984. Mhi l e  

ashore, VAN-116 became t h e  f i r s t  E-2C squadron t o  p r o v i d e  

over land  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  t a  F i g h t e r  Derby p a r t i c i p a n t s  d u r i n g  

.the 13815 F l e e t  F i g h t e r  A i r  Coirfbat Maneuveri ng Readiness F'raqram 

(FFARP) . 

I n  rr lpr i l  1986 t h e  "Sun i:::inqsU were a t  sea again  t o  s t a r t  

r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  IHEFTRA). T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  f i v e  week:: 

F?IMF'AC '86 e x e r c i s e  which i n c l ~ t d e d  6 wee}:: l ong  v i s l t  t o  Honolultr ,  

liawai i . 'The year ' s  at-sea schedirl e  conc l  uded w i t h  SUF:GE-OF'S: a  

two month m i n i - c r u i s e  ciur ing which VAN--1 16 ce leb ra ted  i t  ' s  f i r s t  

f o r e i g n  isart, t a l  i s i r tce bex I-:g aboard USS t:::ITT\f HAWt::. 



I n  !.ate January 138;7 VFiW-lib was a t  sea f o r  2 i.seet::s i n  prepa- 

r a t i o n  + o r  SLJRGE I I/Team Spi t - i t  E!%, t h e  most exten- 

s i v e  j o i r t t  AEW operat  i on ever coardjl nated w i t h  t h e  !:::orearl De+ense 

1-orce~.. I n  March t h e  Sun t:::ings dep$oved on board USS RANGER (CV-  

61) f o r  Team S p i r i t  87: t h e  two monqh a t  sea p e r i o d  i nc luded  p o r t  

i i i s i  t c ,  ? I c j  F'ctsan, .i.:::orean and Sasebo, Japan. Ir: J u l y  t h e  Sun t:::ings 

r lepl oyed f o r  a b month Westerri F'aci Q i  c / I n d i a n  Elcean c r u i  se ahoard 

USS RANGER. VAN--1 16 repeated t h e i r  1984 performance by dep loy ing  

w i t h  f i v e  E--2C a i r c r a f t ,  a f e a t  o f  which no o the r  VAW squadron 

can boa:;t. VAW-116 a l s o  p rov ided  AEW p r o t e c t i o n  i n  suppor t  of 

t h e  Ref lagcjed k::uwai t i Tanker m iss i  nltrs, r e t u r n i n g  i n  l a t e  Eecember 

t o  t h e i r  homeport, Naval A i r  S t a t i o h ,  M i  t-amar, Ca! i f  o r n i a .  

I n  Jan~ ta ry  1389 t h e  Sun I.:::ing.r were bacl.:: aboard USS RANGER 

!CV 61) .For READIEX. The squadron p rov ided  e s s e n t i a l  command and 

c a n t r o l  d u r i n g  nimerous e:.:ercj. ses i n  t h i s  two week:: event .  A f t e r  

p r o v i n g  t h e i r  si::i 1 ! and prcjf ess iona l  ism dut-ing war-1.::-ups, ?AM-? 16 

was named as F i g h t e r  Derby c o n t r o l l i n g  squadron + o r  t h e  f o ~ t t - t h  

consect-kt :i ve year. 

an Ftzbruary 24 th  t h e  Sun t:::inig~ deployed aboard USS RANGER i C V  

61) f nip t h e i r  WESTPfiC/I. fS. 89 Cru ise.  T h i s  tremendous1 y 

success+ 11 depl  oymerit saw VAN-1.16 if 1 y i  ng more hoctrs arid .taC::i ng 

more t r a p s  than any o the r  crc.tise tin t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  Ex tens ive  

t r a i n i n g  ope ra t i ons  w i t h  t h e  Omapi and Royal Thai A i r f a r c e s  

brought  major acc la im f o r  p t -o fess ibna l  ism. 'The superb Sun King 

cant.r-01 i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h s t  no t  a s i n g l e  f l i g h t .  v i o l a -  

t i o n  was logged aga ins t  any o f  t h e  numerous a i r w i n g  asse ts  de- 



s p i t e  opw-a t ions  over t h r e e  cont iner?ts .  The deployment i n c l ~ i d e d  

. r i s i t s  t o  t h e  p o r t s  o f :  H o n o l u l ~ i ,  Hawaii ; C ~ t b i  PT. , P h i l i p p i n e s ;  

Singapore?; Diego Garcia;  F'erth, i?i.tBtral i a ;  F'attaya Reach, Tl2ai-- 

land:  Hong t:::ong: Sctbic Bay, F ' h i l i pb ines ;  and a second v i s i t  t o  

Hanol.tt?i.i,, Hawaii  t o  picrb:: t h e  squadr@:n's T ige rs .  Af ter-  a  one weel:: 

" T i g e r  Cr-~t ise"  t h e  Stin t:::ings re t i l rnn$ home on A ~ i g ~ l s t  24 th  t o  P4AS 

?!iramar, CA. 

?c?9(:1 proved t a  be a  banner year f o r  (JAW-115. The Sun !:::ings 

garnered f t t r t h e r  acc la im w i t h  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  by NAVAIRPAC f o r  

.the pr'erst i g i  nus CSEN E:.:cel. I. ence +ward f ot- 1989, t?a i  l eb by Navy 

F i g h t e r  Weapons School as t h e  "PFemier E-2C nver land  c o n t r o l  

::.quadron", t h e  Sctn I.::ings were se lec ted  t o  contrcj? a Topgun gt-adu- 

a t i o n  hop, t h e  o n l y  squadron evet- tcb l end  such suppor t .  I n  anoth- 

et- Sunb:::.ng f i r s t ,  VAN-? 1.6 was t . h e  f i r s t  E-2C squadron ever t o  

w r i t e  and v a l i d a t e  an NFO c o - p i l b t  s y l l a b u s ,  q u a l i f y i n g  twc 

a i r c r e w  i n  t h e  r i g h t  seat .  Always on t h e  c u t t i n g  edge of  t ac -  

t i c s ,  tht; Scin Kings,  l e d  by S1::ipper- CDR F'at Madison ICOMNAVAIRF'AC 

Gulden Tai  lhook 1?89! conducted E-ZC se l f -de fense  and I H  signa--. 

teire f 1  i q h t s  w i t h  C a r r i e r  A i rbo rne  E a r l y  Warning tJeapons S c h o ~ l .  

The s k i  :Lls o f  Sun K ing a v i a t o r s  were f t i t - ther honed by a  r r o s s -  

t r a i n i n g  program which pctt Hawkeye a v i a t o r s  i n  t h e  cocC::pi% of  t h e  

F-14 Tomcat t a  promote b e t t e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a i rw inq .  

E:.ipanbi ng t h e  scmpe o f  Hawi::eye opepat i  ons, s t r i  l::e rescue e:.:cer- 

c i z e s  were conducted w i t h  Navy Seals. 

VAN.-1.16 a l s o  l e d  t h e  way i n  t h e  area o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

eztce:.len!=e, nominated by B a t t l e  Group Echo -::or t h e  FY 90 Golden 

Gnchor Award, and ea rn ing  a  grade of  "Ckutstanrting" i n  t h e  J~.ine 30 

commanci .i n s p e c t i  on by COMFITAEtrJWINGF'ACC A Sun i.<i ng was chaser: as 



t h e  A i r  Wing Two S a i l o r  o+ t h e  Year, and 5 o f  t h e  11 C P O ' s  pt-o- 

mcrtec! t t i roc~qhout  t h e  a i r w i n q  were $ctn E:::ings, by f a r  t h e  h ighes t  

number f t-om any squadron. 

Dur-i ng E a t t l  e  Gt-acip warL::iip% f o r  t l i e i  r upcomi ng De5i;er-t 

S h i e l d  c r u i s e ,  t h e  squadron was recbqnized . fc r  "extreme1 y  e++ec- 

t i w "  A n t i  - A i r  Warfare, S t . r i  ke Warfare, and Command and Contra1 

S y  CUMTHIRDFLEET, who awarded an o v e r a i i  grade of " d u l l y  ready"  

+ o r  b o t h  t h e  Advanced T a c t i c a l  Asse$sment and E a t t i  e  Grnup Eval. ci--. 

a t i o n  excerc izes.  

A f  t t t r  sciccessf u l  wor !::ups, c/AW-.l 1 A  dep i  ayed ahnard t h e  LJ. S.  5. 

RANGEF: ! C V - 6 1 )  on January %, 1 9 9 t 3 ,  for- a  Wester-n F'acif  i c  c r u i s e  .in 

:.=,upport of  f3perat:ion Desert  Sh ie ld .  A f t e r  a  siiccesc,+ul t r a n s i t  , 

t h e  Sctn K ings l ept  i n t o  aggr-essi ve wrcrund t h e  clock:: ape ra t i ons  i n  

suppor t  a+ i3peratir,n Desert  Thunder. Ttie on l  y  E-.2f: squadron t a  

operate  t h e  AFS-138 rada r  system i n  t h e  Arabian G u l f ,  VAN-I!& 

p rov ided  v i t a l  e a r l y  warning and command and c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  

numerous Navy and Mar ine Carps u n i t e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i ~ r l .  

Today, as f a r  t h e  l a s t  twenty  t h r e e  years,  Naval u n i t s  

hea r i ng  t h e  r a d i o  c a i l  "Siln t:::ing i~ up" r e s t  assured t h a t  t!?ey 

a r e  undet- t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  i tmbre l la  3.f t h e  wotr ld 's f i n e s t  car?- ier--  

based a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  warning squadran. 


