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Carrie* Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN (VAW-116) 
is a four glane,  a i rborne  e a r l y  squadron under t h e  opera t ional  
con t ro l  of Car r i e r  A i r  Wing t h e  majori ty of 1978. Commissioned 
on 20 Apri l  1967, VAW-116 r e p o r t s  t h e  funct ional  wing commander, 
Ceamandckr ITighter Airborne Early U.S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  (COKFITAEW- 
WINGPAC)l, and is wi th in  t h e  f l e e t  Commander Naval A i r  Force, U.S. 
P a c i f i c  F l e e t  (COMNAVAIRPAC). 

VAW-116 opera tes  t h e  turboprop E-2B "Hawkeye" which 
is  capable of both shore operat ions.  The E-2B is 56 
f e e t  long, has an 81 foot  51,000 pounds when opera- 
t i o n a l l y  loaded. Its c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  
four v e ~ c t i s a l  rotodome 
mounted 6 f e e t  
powered search 
f u l l y  

a f t  equ:Lpment compartment. 

Accounting f o r  most of t h e  $2 ,000,000 plus  cos t  of t h e  E-2B i s  t h e  
Airborne T s c t i c a l  Data System (A S).  Containing t h e  majori ty of t h e  
Hawkeye's e l ec t ron ics ,  t h i s  s y s t e  includes t h e  long range, mi l l ion  w a t t  
radar,  IFF de tec t ion  equipment, d ta  processing and display  systems, and 

condit ions,  day o r  n ight .  

f an in - f l igh t  performance monitor. This highly in tegra ted  system, when 
coupled with a s k i l l e d  crew, beco es i n  e f f e c t  a complete a i rborne  C I C  
capable of con t ro l l ing  an e n t i r e  a r r i e r  launched strike--under a l l  weather i .. 

The crew cons i s t s  of f i v e  mem ers--four o f f i c e r s a d  one highly t ra ined 
e n l i s t e d  fk igh t  technician.  Two i l o t s  a r e  tasked with t h e  s a f e  and order ly  
conduct of t h e  f l i g h t ,  which i n c l  des t h e  launching and recovery of one of 
t h e  Navy's l a r g e s t  c a r r i e r  based 1 i r c r a f t  and radio  monitoring r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
The ehree i n  th ree  d i s t i n c t  

i s  t h e  C I C O  
i s  t o  d i r e c t  and 
success of t h e  

assigned missions. H e  is  t h e  ACO (Air Control Of f i ce r ) ,  a 
Naval F l i g h t  Off icer  l i k e  duty is t h e  con t ro l  of assigned 
t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t .  The t h e  f l i g h t  technician,  is  an 
Aviation Elect ronics  f o r  in - f l igh t  operat ion and 
maintenance of t h e  equipment onboard t h e  
E-2B. H e  has t h e  with t h e  t a c t i c a l  
problem s i n c e  t h e  is  f u l l y  operat ional .  

This highly s k i l l e d  crew, whek working a s  a coordinated team, can perform 
t h e  f ol.lowing missions : 1 

a.  Airborne e a r l y  warning, t e de tec t ion  of unknown a i r  contacts  
c los ing t h e  Task Force. h 

b. Tac t i ca l  a i r c r a f t  i n t e r c e  t con t ro l  (AIC) P 



i. Communications relay (aut t i c  and manual) t 
j. Ailfborne search and rescue coordination (SAR) 

c .  Strike control 

d . Surf acelsubsurf ace surveil:.ance 

e .  Helicopter control/ASW 

f .  Aerial mining control 

g. Taatical reconnaissance 

h. Seaondary approach control 

coordination (SSSC) 

sup:?ortive command and control 

aircraft control 

for carrier recoveries 



ARRAT IVE 



A s  11978 began, the  SUN KINGS of VAW-116 w e r e  a t  t h e i r  home base 
of NAS Miramar, San Diego, Cal i fo  i a ;  t h e  squadron having returned 
12 December 1977 from an a t  s e a  p iod aboard t h e  Mayport, F lor ida  
based USS FORRESTAL. Many person e l  ye re  on leave  over t h e  holidays,  
however f l i g h t  a c t i v i t y  began i n  a rnes t  on 3 January a s  p i l o t s  sharpened 
t h e i r  c a r r i e r  landing techniques d r i n g  FCLP periods. i 

A s  p a r t  of CVW-17, t h e  squadr w a s  scheduled f o r  deployment t o  
t h e  Med:Lterranean i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  d pre-deployment t r a i n i n g  was y e t  
t o  be completed. The more imrmedi challenge of Type Training I11 
and t h e  Operational Readiness Eva (ORE) began 10 January when 
VAW-116"s four  E-2Bs launched f o r  Florida.  Previous cross  
country f l i g h t s  t o  t h e  Jacksonvil been without inc ident ,  
but  on {:his occassion two a i r c r a f  o i l  cooling d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and marginal weather enroute. A l  a t  Ceci l  F ie ld  i n  an 
up s t a t u s  by 12 January. The maj l e f t  Miramar 
11 Januixry and flew t o  Naval 

The FOWSTAL set s a i l  14 and t h e  SUN KINGS' complhent  
of E-2B13 trapped aboard t h a t  a s  TYT I11 commenced. Near 
Jacksonvi l le  on 15 January, crashed a t  n ight  on a 
crowded f l i g h t  deck causing and major i n j u r i e s .  The 
a i rborne  E-2B w a s  tasked of MEDEVAC assets and 
coordiniating with VAW-116 personnel 
were in;juriQr: i n  inves t iga t ion  and 
t r a n s i t  t o  t h e  January, SUN KING 
aircrewsspent a i r c r a f t  recognit ion.  

TYT III was an extensive s i x  ay period t o  prepare t h e  FORRESTAL/ 
CVW-17 t e a  f o r  t h e  upcoming ORE. The a rea  south of Roosevelt Roads, 
Puerto Bico provided a useful  ronment, however FORRESTAL Link 11 
D i f f i c d L t i ~ s  and a paucity of hindered a f u l l  exerc ise  
of VAW- 116's command and 

The OR$ began 27 January and he  SUN KINGS made a l l  scheduled and 
a l e r t  l i sun~hes  during t h e  four da exerc ise  with f u l l y  mission capable 
a i r c r a f t .  Squadron morale was a t  a high point  a s  it  recorded t h e  

aggressive, s p i r i t e d  a t t i t u d e .  

1 
highest  ORE score  of t h e  f ixed g squadrons aboard, and displayed an 

two sepera te  ins tances  t h e  FORRESTAL 
unexpectedly suffered c a s u a l t i e s  which eliminated near ly  
a l l  her  raqlar and p a b i l i t i e s .  I n  both ins tances ,  t h e  
a i rborne  SUN KING t i o n s  and continued t h e  scheduled 
launch a c t  r v i t  ies . 

The sqpadron's success was no without di$ficult jrs  however. Many 
aircrew were affec ted  by influenz and t h e  f l i g h t  deck was t h e  scene 
of t h r e e  crunches and two prop ch during t h e  month. 



HAWKEYE sorties launched when the 
became apparent. The reconnaisanc 
interesting mission mix of Bear w; 
did occur. VAW-116's final returl 
went smoothly as aircraft and sup] 
of 2 February. 

- While in transit to Mayport 

Numerous ground schools were I 

The squadron's third TAO school g 
returned to duty. The month pres, 
officers to schools since early St 
aboard and required maintenance ii 
below normal. On 10 February, COI 
pre-deployment Material Condition 
was Satisfactory. Corrosion Cont 
and it was noted that thetool con 
accordance with the current direc 
held on 26 February as squadron fq 
mission, viewed static displays a 
simulated arrested landing in a s 

An all hands dinner and dance 
On 9 March a SUN KING crew partic 
began Field Carrier Landing Pract 

Early Mrch was a period of f 
deployment. The Forrestal was sc 
final predeployment at sea period 
Squadron aircraft left Miramar fo 
a Dependents Day Cruise. One SUN 
CVW-17's airshm for the over 4,O 
aircraft were involved in FLCP at 
the Jacksonville area, VAW-116 pl 
and their families during the day 
the evening of the 21st and retur 
morning of the 22nd of March. Th 
to Carrier Qualification and paid 
became day and night qualified. 
brought personal congratulaaibns 
Captain Peter Booth. Through car 
all ten pilots retained their nig 
month cruise which was to follow. 
aircrew extended throughout the c 
and all NFOls who were to complete 

TYT IV, conducted 25 through 
task force defense as several sur 
exercises. EW training was enhan 
NKC-135 and A-3 aircraft. Link 1 

L and 2 February, three E-2 
msibility of Soviet Bear overflight 
threat never developed but an 
:h and Air Wing Flyoff coordination 
:o Miramar prior to deployment 
rt personnel were home by the evening 

leduled and completed in February. 
hate and second TOPSCOPE graduate 
:ed the first opportunity to send 
:ember. With minimum flight crews 
~ections, flight hours were Well 
CTAEWWINGPAC conducted VAW-116's 
 spect ti on. The overall grade received 
L efforts were viewed as Outstanding 
11 program was not being run in 
aes. A well attended Open House was 
Llies were briefed on the SUN KINGS' 
tried their skills at making a 
I box derby styled Hawkeye. 

as held at the Miramar CPO Club 7 March. 
ated in a CINTEX at FCDSTCPAC and pilots 
1. 

sl preparations for the Mediterranean 
Juled to deploy on 4 April, hawever a 
FYT IV, was scheduled for 22-28 March. 
the final trek eastward on 19 March for 
ING E-2B aided in the coordination of 
guests aboard while the other three 
4S Cecil. Not having any dependents in 
ed host to six National Airline pilots 
t sea. FORRESTAL returned to Mayport 
d to the Jacksonville Operating Area the 
first three days at sea were devoted 
igh dividends as all SUN KING Pilots 
JG 's initial night qualification 
om the FORRESTALTs Commanding Officer, 
ul planrhing and cooperation of FORRESTAL 
and day currency throughout the seven 
I'he emphasis on achievement by junior 
ise. All pilots earned CAPC designations 
he entire cruise reached CICO. 

March, saw the E-2Bs involved with 
ce combatants joined FORRESTAL in AAW 
d by the participation of VAQ-33s' 
with FORRESTAL continued to be a 



problem however percentage of two ay link was improving. Link 4A was 
utilized on a regular basis as SUN KZNGS had an excellent rapport 
with CnI-17's F-4J Fighter s, VF-11 and VF-74. 

FORE.ESTAL returned to myport 8 March and maximum liberty was allowed 
SUN KING personnel prior to the 4 pril departure for the Mediterranean 
and Sixth Pleet operations. AZ2 B uce Fraser was selected Sailor of the 
Quarterjfor-the period 1 January t rough 31 March 1978. Eight SUN KING 
joggers,, led by Commanding Officer Cdr. Matt Matheson, participated in i 
a 15,000 meter run held in Jacksonpille 1 April. 

FORKESTAL departed Mayport on schedule and, spurred by possible Bear 
overflight, flight operations beg 5 April with two Bears being detected 
by a SZRJ KTNG E-2B. The Soviets ere not intercepted due to their long range 
from FOKRESTAL. FORRESTAL, DEWEY and YARNELL attempted to conduct an open 
ocean M:CSSILEX on 6 and 7 April, owever SUN KING range surveillance 
showed lEiring areas fouled with n erous small ships. On 8 April SUN KINGS 
detected and controlled the inter eption of two BEARS which had launched 

attacks on FORRESTAL. 

! 
from Cul~a. Bears were encountere and intercepted once again on 12 April. 
With FOIWSTAL in EMCON, the SUN ING E-2 had eight interceptors under 
control. Nearing Rota, Spain on 3 A p r i l a P A S S E X Q a s h e l d u i t h U S & B I ~ ~ .  
The SUN KINGS gained valuable training as AMERICA'S aircraft simulated 

FORREST& was in port at 14 through 18 April. The VAW-124 
Bullsey~es from AMERICA gave a thoroukh briefing on current 
conditi'ons in the NIMITZ was also in port, 
SUN KINjGS also VAW-112 GOLDEN HAWKS. Due 
to the large for E-4 and below was 
severely to send one aircraft 

on 22 April and 
April in Rota to 

FORRESTAL left Rota 19 April d flight operations began on the 20th. 
The first two days of cyclic oper ions in the Mediterranean were flown 
in its narrow western end. Airsp e was severely limited by territorial 
boundaries, restricted areas and rminal control areas. SUN KINGS got 
their first taste of what was to a major task through the cruise - 
assisting CVW-17 aircraft in avo g these prohibited areas. On 22 
April, ! ;uf+~a@al~ IaItRaed f &r Lo uth Scotland with a refueling stop 
at Bitblurg, Uest Germany enraute t aircraft was not to return to 
FORRES'I'AL until 9 May, near Nap1 ter logging over 60 flight hours in 
transit and in operations with A Forces in the North Sea as a part 
of NATO's Joint Maritime Operati raining. Daily cyclic operations, 
with emphasis on SSSC, continued e Western Mediterranean until 
FORRESIIAI, reached Naples, Italy ril. All hands were afforded 
ample 1-iberty and a squadron par eld at Carney Park, on the northern 
edge of Naples, on 4 May. AT2 was named April's Sailor of the 
Month. 



FORREST& concluded her  Naples she departed f o r  t h e  
NAMFI missile range north of conducted on 11 and 
12 May with SUN KINGS con t ro l  of F-4 
a i r c r a f t  during a i r  t o  held t r a i n i n g  
anchorages a t  Souda during which 
VAW-116 held s a f e t y  i n  which 
61 a l l i e d  u n i t s  

s a i l o r .  

h ighes t  monthly f l i g h t  hours f o r  t recorded during t h e  month: 
308.7. VAW-116's maintenance e f f o  squadron t o  meet e r  
exceed a.11 requirements. AMS3 May's outstanding 

I n  Jlulp VAW-116 held i t s  secon a l l  hands pa r ty  of t h e  c r u i s e  at  
Carney Park. The Mid-Cruise corro ion inspection,  held 2 July ,  was  
debriefed on 3 Ju ly  with t h e  squad on receiving a grade of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  i 

FORRESIAL l e f t  Catania 3 June 
t o  atwal week p i e r s i d e  yard period 
Marseille was t o  prove f o r  many t o  
Corrosicln Control procedures dodn,ated 
France and beginning f l i g h t  operatfons 
of two weeks of not  f l y i n g  as airc.:aft 
during t.he f i r s t  two days of opera.'rions 
p a r t  of ASW Week. F o r r e s t a l  flew 
ever operat ions pas t  2200 consisted 
and cont.rolling E-2s only. Napleswas 

FORRESTAL l e f t  Naples 5 Ju ly  f r operat ions i n  t h e  Ionian Sea. Exercise 
TRQIENTE,, 6-7 July ,  was an I t a l i a n  e r i can  operat ion of 48 hours dura t ion 
i n  which SUN KINGS provided con t in  S A W  and SSSC support t o  the  Task 
Group Ccnmngnders. The E-2B's a b i l  t y  t o  d e t e c t  high speed p a t r o l  boats ,  
con t ro l  S U W  and provide HARPOON arget ing information was highlighted.  An 
engine f a i l u r e  during a f o u l  deck ave off  posed a p o t e n t i a l l y  se r ious  
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  LT and c - p i l o t  LTJG on 11 July.  
Superb airmanship resu l t ed  i n  a sa I e s i n g l e  engine recovery. 

:for four  (4) days of operat ions enroute 
i n  Marseille, France commencing 7 June. 
be t h e  beet  l i b e r t y  of t h e  c ru i se .  

t h e  SUN KING e f f o r t  i n  port .  Leaving 
on 21 June, VAW-116 f e l t  t h e  impact 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  was below normal 

i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Mediterranean a s  
around t h e  clock f o r  severa l  days, how- 

normally of ASW a i r c r a f t  (S-3s and H-3s) 
v i s i t e d  again on 27 June and i n  a 

Nap3Les w a s  v i s i t e d  f o r  t h e  d and f i n a l  t i m e  of t h e  c r u i s e  between 
12 and It6 July.  A t r a i n i n g  ge taok place  a t  Augusta Bay, S i c i l y  
on 19 Ju ly  a f t e r  two days of i n  t h e  Ionian. A BUZZARDEX was 
held i n  t h e  Gulf of Sidra  nor th  of LIBYA on 20 Ju ly  i n  which t h e  E-2 
provided range su rve i l l ance  while b-4 a i r c r a f t  countered TALOS Missiles 
f i r e d  by U$S ALBANY. I 

ready room ceremony, t h e  Comandinjg Off icer  named AMH2   S a i l o r  
of t h e  Month. 

A t r a i n i n g  anchorage was held a t  Auausta Bay on 23 Ju ly  i n  preparat ion 
f o r  t h e  second major exerc ize  (af er May's DAWN PATROL) of the  c ru i se ,  
NATIONAL m E K  xxv. Commencing 24 4 Ju ly ,  t h e  operat ion saw SUN KINGS f l y i n g  



continuosly f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h e  f i r s t  12 hours of which t h e  
F o r r e s t a l  bad set EMCON B s  were responsible f o r  s i x  SUCAP, two 
CAP s t a t i o n s ,  four  SSSC E N O N  recoveries and t h e  t o t a l  SSSC/ 
AEW $dcture. The heavy tasking benef ic ia l  t o  aircrew t r a i n i n g  and kept - 

- morale h.igh a s  t h e  importance of e squadron's c a p a b i l i t i e s  w a s  most evident. 
On 28 Ju ly ,  a SUN KING E-2B by Commanding Off icer  CDR Matt Matheson 
experienced a flameout of oard engine during a bo l t e r .  The engine 
w a s  s u c c . e s ~ f u l l y  r e s t a r t e d  f e  landing made. 

National week debrief  was c ted  29 Ju ly  during t h e  deployment's 
l a s t  t radning anchorage, a t  Bay. On 30 Ju ly ,  SUN KING plane 
commander LT  was d f i r s t  p lace  i n  per iodic  landing 
competit:ion amongst CVW-17 VAW-116 landing proficiency was on a 
s t e a d i l y  improving trend currency w a s  maintained on a l l  p i l o t s .  
Ju ly ' s  oaiJor of t h e  . LCDR , AT1 

 and AT2 t h e  f i r s t  SUN KING F o r r e s t a l  
Centurions during f l i g h t  hours. 

Afttrr Uwo days of t r a n s i t  t i o n s  s t a r t i n g  30 July ,  F o r r e s t a l  was 
moored p i e r s i d e  i n  Valencia, on 1 August. The two week por t  of c a l l  
allowed f o r  maximum l i b e r t y  t h i r d  gquadron par ty  of t h e  c r u i s e  
took place on a beach near on 9 August. F o r r e s t a l  l e f t  Valencia 
on schedule 15 August and e igh t  days of operat ions p r i o r  t o  
reaching Palma d e  Mallorca on 24 August. 

ked VAW-116 pr imar i ly  with control  of 
techniques u t i l i a b d g  t h e  S-3's passive 

sensors and secure  proved f r u i t f u l  f o r  t h e  9-3/E-2 team. ' 

BASIX 2-78 was held 22 August; KINGS provided bandi t  c a l l s  f o r  airwing 
s t r i k e  :groups a ted  aa rge t s  i n  Southern France. 

Palima l ived  up t o  i t s  f i n e  li e r t y  reputa t ion and F o r r e s t a l  set sail 29 
August f o r  t h r e e  days of opera t io  s p r i o r  t o  reaching Rota f o r  staff:turn- 
over 1 September. VAW-116 had co t inued i ts  emphasis on junior aircrew 
performance. LTJG , a Ju ly  a r r i v a l ,  had already accumulated 
over 100 mission hours s of a i r  control .  August's S a i l o r  of t h e  

,Month was AD3 SUN KINGS were ready t o  move out  of t h e  
MED and encounter 

F o r r e s t a l  departed Rota 2 sep+ f o r  t h e  North At lant ic .  Cyclic opera- 
t i o n s  were conducted t h a t  day and two unscheduled Bear a l e r t  launches took 
place  on 3 Sept. SUN KINGS detec  ed two sec t ions  of Bear "Ds" a t  long 
range and control led  in te rcep t ion  u t i l t z i n g  F-4s. Northern Wedding 
commenced 4 Sept and ended 1 7  Sep 1 . A major NATO exerc i se  i n  t h e  North 
Sea, VA.W-116 operated during ~ o r t b e r n  Wedding i n  a primari ly AEW ro le .  
Records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  over 300 c lqs ing bogeys were reported by VAW-116 
during t h e  exercise.  The areas  w p s t  of I re land and south of Iceland 
proved t o  be i d e a l  operat ing area+ f o r  t h e  E-2B while t h e  o i l  de r r i cks  near 
t h e  Shetland Is lands  and i n  t h e  N r t h  Sea between Scotland and Norway posed 

'1 problems f o r  t h e  E-2's APS-96 rad r and aircrew t a r g e t  discrimination,  "- t: 
weather played a major r o l e  i n  t h  exerc ise ' s  conduct; VAW-116 experienced 
i t s  only d i v e r t s  of t h e  c r u i s e  wh 1 n two a i r c r a f t  d ive r ted  t o  Lossiemouth, 



Scotland and a p a i r  t o  Sola, a s  p a r t  of major a i r  wing d ive r t s .  
SUN KINGS transported VADM , COM$ECONDFLT, from t h e  Shetland 
Is lands  t o  Boda, Norway on 

18 through 20 Beptember w e r e  p ssed i n  t r a n s i t  t o  Rotta. Malaga, 
Spain was v i s i t e d  between 22 and 2 September.PN1  was 
c i t e d  as September's S a i l o r  of t h e  Month and on 1 October VAW-116 became 
o f f i c i a l l y  designated a s  an E-2C t a n s i t i o n  squadron. Upon r e t u r n  from 
deployment i n  late October t h e  squ dron would t r a n s f e r  i t ' s  E-2Bs and 
begin aircrew and maintenance t r a i  ing  f o r  r e c e i p t  of E-2C a i r c r a f t  i n  
ea r ly  1 9  79. 

I 
Operation DISPLAY DETERMINATIO , t h e  l a s t  major exerciae of t h e  

c r u i s e  began 28 September when For estal departed Malaga. During t h i s  
operat ion F o r r e s t a l  eacorted a f r i  ndly convoy t o  Genoa, I t a l y  i n  the  face  
of simul-ated enemy a i r ,  su r face  an subsurface a t t acks  SUN KINGS flew 
primari1.y i n  a defensive AEW postu e and were most succesful  i n  
detectirlg B r i t i s h  Jaguar and Bucca 1 eer a i r c r a f t  r a i d s  launching from 
Corsica and Sardinia. VAW-116 u t i  ized  low a l t i t i d e  s t a t i o n i n g  i n  many 
s i t u a t i o n s  when proximity t o  land rea ted  radar  smear problems. 

F o r r e s t a l  returned t o  Rota f o r  two days on 11 September. A PASSEX 
was conclucted with Forrestal's rel i  f ,  USS SARATOGA, weat of Rota on 
13 September. Turnover was conduc ed on 14 October i n  Rota and VAW-116 
br iefed  SARATOGA'S VAW-123 Screwto s on condit ions they would encounter 
on t h e i r  deployment. 

F o r ~ r e s t a l  departed Rota 15  O c  ober, however t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  states 
was not  t o  be rout ine .  I n  an eff  rt t o  conceal t h e  sarrier's pos i t ion  and 
in ten t ions ,  F o r r e s t a l  steamed nor hward near Iceland, encourtering 
heavy seas ,  p r i o r  t o  s e t t i n g  a d i  ect caurse  f o r  Mayport. F l igh t  operat ions I 
were scl~eduled when wi th in  d i v e r t  range of Iceland but  were c a n c e W {  due 
t o  poor weather. Nearing t h e  ~ t l d n t i c  seabord, VAW-116 launched i ts  four 
E-2Bs bound f o r  NAS Mirarnar on 25 ~ c t o b e r .  Refueling and customs were 
obtained a t  MAS Memphis; one a i r c q a f t  had a downing hydraulic l e a k  repairad 
on shor t  n o t i c e  by Memphis p e r s o d e l .  Af ter  remaining overnight a t  E l  
Paso, Texas f o r  crew rest, t h e  Sur) King-a i rc ra f t  returned t o  a gala  reception 
a t  NAS IYiramar a t  1000, 26 Octobed 1978, The C-9 a i r c r a f t  with t h e  
squadrons maintenance and support personnel a r r ived  t h a t  evening, 

Amidst famil ies ,  f r i ends  and repregenta t ives  from o ther  VAW squadrons 
t h e  cruiselisltf'.concluded f o r  VAW-1 6. It w a s  by a l l  measures a highly suc- 
c e s f u l l  endeavor i n  which 1479.9 ours  w e r e  flown and 436 c a r r i e r  landings 
recorded i n  operat ions from t h e  w i s t e r n  At lan t i c  and North Sea t o  offshore  
Libya. VAN-116 had continued i ts  ' exce l l en t  opera t ional  record begun i n  
t h e  Western P a c i f i c  aboard CORAL i n  1967 and f i r s t  demonstrated i n  t h e  
Mediterranean i n  1976 aboard N I M I  

A t  t h e  f i r s t  quar te r s  f o r  mus er i n  November, AD1  
was  named Octobers S a i l o r  of t h e  $, onth. Post deployment standown was i n  
e f f e c t  t h e  month of November but  khe squadron was not  i d l e .  Several VAW- 



116 p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  took p l  ce  and SUN KINGS a s s i s t e d  RVAW-110 
by providing a i r c r a f t  and p i l o t s  f r RVAP-110 NFO and F l i g h t  Tech Training. 
The 8UN KING Administrative Depart e n t  was kept occupied by t h e  l a r g e  
number of personnel being receive4 and t ransferred .  Maintenance 
a c t i v i t i e s  centered on preparing a r c r a f t  f o r  t r ans fe r .  The post c r u i s e  
corrosfrbn - i n s p e c t i o n  resu l t ed  i n  1 s a t i s f a c t o r y  grade.AZ2  
became ~'ovember's S a i l o r  of t h e  Mo+th and E-2C t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  commenced 
with a series of l e c t u r e s  given by Grumman Representatives. 

An a.11 hands dinner and dance a s  held a t  t h e  Miramar CPO Wub on 5 
December. On 8 December, Commande Mathleson w a s  re l ieved of h i s  d u t i e s  
a s  Commanding Off icer ,  by Cormnande Kennleth D. Denbow, t h e  squadrons Ex- 
ecu t ive  Off icer  f o r  t h e  .prdvious 5 months. Conrmander Denbow, VAW-116's 
twelf th  Commanding Off icer ,  w a s  be ieved t o  be t h e  f i r s t  NESEP graduate 

KING Executive Off icer  . 
i 

t o  commarnd an a v i a t i o n  squadron. ~ C D R  Marty P. Morgen became t h e  new SUN 

Trans i t ion  t r a i n i n g  incieased ts pace during t h e  f i n a l  month of t h e  
year. E:-2B support w a s  provided t t h e  FLEETEX 1-79 MSR with a r e a  
surveill .anae, Link 11 and Autocat e rv ices  provided f o r  t h r e e  days. AT2 

 completed t h e  A i r  I n t e r c  p t  Comtrol course a t  F lee t  Combat Direct ion 
Systems Training Center and thus  b came t h e  f i r s t  VAW-116 A I C  qua l i f i ed  
F l i g h t  Ilechnician. 

On 1.8 December, SUN KING LSO L  w a s  named by RADM Fellowes, 
COMFITAE',WWINGPAC, f i r s t  r e c i p i e n t  f t h e  Grumaan Hawkeye of t h e  Year Award. 
f o r  h i s  contr ibut ions  t o  t h e  Pacif c F l a e t  VAW community. AD2  

 was ~ecember ' s  S a i l o r  of t e Month. A s  1978 ended VAW-116 w a s  
i n  earnes t  prepara t ion f o r  r e c e i p t  of E-2C a i r c r a f t  and eventual deployment 
t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  a s  p a r t  of CVW-9 ab 1 ard ClONSTELLATION i n  e a r l y  1980. 



1978 FUIGHT DATA 



1978 FLIGHT STATI~TICS 

Hours Flown 1593.i2 DAY 

Cisrrier Landings 399 DAX 
1 9 1  NIGHT - 
508 TNAL 




