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C a r r i e r  Airborne Early W, 
SIXTEEN (VAW-116) is  a  four  ! 
(AEW) Squadron under t h e  ope 
C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing EIGHT. VAW. 
t i o n a l  wing commander, Comma: 
Warning Wing, U. S. P a c i f i c  : 
i s  wi th in  t h e  f l e e t  s t ruc tur l  
U. S.  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  (COMNAVA 

VAW-116 opera tes  t h e  fivi 
"Hawkeye" which i s  capable o 
opera t ions .  The E-2B i s  56 
span, and weighs 51,000 pouni 
Its most d i s t ingu i shed  physii 
v e r t i c a l  s t a b i l i z e r s  and a  2 
rotodome mounted 6 f e e t  abov 
conta ins  t h e  high powered se 
of t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  f u l l y  p r e  
four  sec t ions :  t h e  cockpi t ,  
ment, the  C I C  (Combat Inform 
t h e  a f  t equipment compartmen 

Accounting f o r  most of t 
E-2B i s  t h e  Airborne Tact ica  
major i ty  of t h e  "Hawkeye's" 
t h e  long range, m i l l i o n  w a t t  
d a t a  processing and d i sp lay  
formance monitor. This high 
couple4d with a  s k i l l e d  crew, 
a i rborne  C I C  capable of cont  
launched s t r i k e  -- under a l l  
n igh t .  

The crew c o n s i s t s  of f i v  
one highly t r a i n e d  e n l i s t e d  
a r e  tasked with ensuring t h e  
t h e  f l i g h t ,  which inc ludes  t 
one of t h e  navy's l a r g e s t  ca  
remaining crewmen occupy t h e  
t i n c t  s t a t i o n s  arranged f o r e  
is t h e  C I C O  (Combat Informat 
mary duty i s  t o  d i r e c t  and m 
being respons ib le  f o r  t h e  su  
is a s s i s t e d  by t h e  ACO ( A i r  
O f f i c e r  l i k e  h imse l f ,  whose 
t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t .  The f i n a  
n i c i a n ,  i s  an Aviation E l e c t  
f o r  i n - f l i g h t  maintenance an 
s i x  tons  of e l e c t r o n i c  equip 
a secondary t a s k  of a s s i s t i n  

rning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
lane ,  Airborne Early Warning 
a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of Commander 
116 r e p o r t s  a l s o  t o  t h e  func- 
der F igh te r  Airborne Early 
l e e t  (COMFITAEWWINGPAC) , and 
of Commander Naval A i r  Force,  

RPAC) . 
-p lace ,  twin turboprop E- 2B 
both shore  and c a r r i e r  based 

e e t  long, has  an 81 f o o t  wing 
s when opera t iona l ly  loaded. 
a1 c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  four  

f o o t  diameter ,  dish-shaped 
t h e  fuse lage .  This rotodome 

rch rada r  antenna. The i n t e r i o r  
su r i zed  and is  divided i n t o  
the  forward equipment compart- 
t i o n  Center) compartment, and 

e  $20,000,000 + c o s t  of t h e  
Data System. Containing t h e  

l e c t r o n i c s  , t h i s  sys  t e m  inc ludes  
r ada r ,  IFF d e t e c t i o n  equipment, 
ystems, and an i n - f l i g h t  per- 
y i n t e g r a t e d  system, when 
becomes i n  e f f e c t  a  complete 
o l l i n g  an e n t i r e  c a r r i e r  
weather cond i t ions ,  day o r  

members -- four  o f f i c e r s  and 
l i g h t  technic ian .  Two p i l o t s  
s a f e  and o rde r ly  conduct of 
e  launching and recovery of 
rier based a i r c r a f t .  The t h r e e  
C I C  compartment i n  t h r e e  d i s -  
and a f t .  The Mission Commander 
on Center Of f i ce r )  whose p r i -  
n i t o r  t h e  ATDS system while  
c e s s  of assigned missions.  H e  
o n t r o l  O f f i c e r ) ,  a  Naval F l i g h t  
uty is  t h e  c o n t r o l  of assigned 

crewmember, t h e  f l i g h t  tech- 
onics  Technician respons ib le  

opera t ion  of t h e  more than 
e n t  onboard t h e  E-2B. H e  has  

t h e  C I C O  with t h e  t a c t i c a l  



problem s i n c e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  f u l l y  opera t iona l  display 
console.  

This h ighly  s k i l l e d  c r e  , when working as  a  coordinated 
team, can perform t h e  i n g  missions: 

1. Airborne Early Warn ng (AEW) , t h e  de tec t ion  of 
unknown a i r  con tac t s  c l o s i n  t h e  Task Force. 

2 .  T a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  i i t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  ( A I C )  . 
3 .  S t r i k e  f l i g h t  f o l l o  4 ing/cont ro l .  

4 .  Surface/subsurface u r v e i l l a n c e  coordinat ion (SSSC). Fi 
5. Hel icopter  con t ro l .  1 
6.  Aer ia l  mining con t r  

7. T a c t i c a l  reconnaisa a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l .  

8 .  Secondary approach don t ro l  f o r  c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t .  

9 .  Comunicat ions relay/ (automatic  and manual) . 
10. Airborne search and rescue  coordina t ion  (SAR). 
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Afte r  t h e  Christmas/New  car hol iday  season and i t s  
opportu:ni t ies  f o r  leave  and r l a x a t i o n ,  VAW-116 resumed i t s  
p repa ra t ion  f o r  deployment t o  t h e  Mediterranean i n  J u l y  aboard 
t h e  USS N I M I T Z .  The e n t i r e  y a r t s  a c t i v i t y  was t o  be  concerned 
wi th  inc reas ing  squadron prof c iency and a i r c r a f t  r ead iness  
both i n  t h e  pre-deployment mo t h s  and dur ing  t h e  c r u i s e  i t s e l f .  
The yea r  proved t o  be a c t i v e  ndeed. The Sun Kings spen t  
less than t h r e e  months a t  t h e  r home base  of NAS Miramar and 
f lew more than 2,000 hours. 

Af t e r  heavy FCLP pe r iods  A t  NAS Miramar, VAW-116's f o u r  

N I M I T Z  r e tu rned  t o  Norfol  Naval S t a t i o n  13  February. 
The squadron remained a t  NAS o r f o l k  u n t i l  t h e  TYT-1 a t  s e a  
pe r iod  which commenced 2 3  Feb uary.  Las t ing  u n t i l  4 March, 
t h e  ope ra t ions  w e r e  an oppor n i t y  t o  cont inue t h e  a l r eady  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a i rc rew t r a i n i n g  rog res s  made during t h e  e a r l i e r  
REFTRA period.  Tra in ing  was ccomplished i n  a l l  a r e a s  of 
Command and Control  such a s  SC,  MISSILEX/SHRIKEX and N I M I T Z /  
CVW-8 Ai%WEX coord ina t ion .  S King NFOs proved t h e i r  A I C  
p ro f i c i ency  a s  they complete 108 manual and 50 Link 4A i n t e r -  
cep t s .  Link 11 performance s improved and enhanced o v e r a l l  
Sun King SSSC execut ion.  

E-2Bs l e f t  f o r  Norfolk and a 
per iod  on 1 4  January.  The CQ 
co ld  weather cond i t ions  no t  
r o n y e t a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
c a l i b e r .  Returning t o  NAS 
continued t h e i r  ex tens ive  ground 
Diego f o r  another  c r o s s  country 
N I M I T Z  on 26 January 1976. 

The f l y  aboard t h e  N I M I T Z  
marked t h e  s t a r t  of Attack 
formal t r a i n i n g  cyc le  f o r  t h e  
Tra in ing  per iod  l a s t e d  s i x t e e n  
missions w e r e  va r i ed .  I n  
AAWEXES, conducting A I C  and 
f u l  MISSILEX whi le  ope ra t ions  
t h e  maintenance e f f o r t  cont inued 

Returning t o  Norfolk on 4  arch, t h e  N I M I T Z  and he r  a i r  
wing pu t  back t o  s e a  f o r  TYT e r i o d  2 on 8 March. VAW-116 
spen t  t h e  i n  p o r t  i n t e r v a l  a t  i t s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f a m i l i a r  home 
away from home, NAS Norfolk. TYT2 l a s t e d  u n t i l  18  March and 
was noteworthy f o r  i t s  high p 1 ced tempo. VAW-116, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  normal A I C  and SSSC m i  s i o n s ,  conducted s e v e r a l  SAREXES 4 

N I M I T Z  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
per iod  was marked by adverse  

normally experienced by t h e  squad- 
and landing  grades  were of high 

Mixamar on 2 1  January,  t h e  a i rc rews  
t r a i n i n g  be fo re  leav ing  San 

f l i g h t  t o  NAS Norfolk and t h e  

I 
took p lace  on 28 January and 

C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing EIGHT'S and N I M I T Z '  
upcoming deployment. The Refresher  

days dur ing  which VAW-116's 
add>t ion  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  

SSSC, Sun Kings c o n t r o l l e d  a succes- 
took N I M I T Z  t o  t h e  Caribbean. A s  

t o  keep a i r c r a f t  a i rbo rne  
when requ i red ,  aircrewmen w e r  schooled i n  a i r c r a f t  r ecogn i t ion ,  
NATOPS procedures and CVW-8 T CNOTES when n o t  f l y i n g .  



and E-2 con t ro l l ed  CCAs dur in  t h i s  period. The squadron 
had e s t a b l i s h e d  a good rappor with N I M I T Z  C I C  and continued 
t o  s t r e s s  the importance of A WEX coordinat ion.  A l l  a r eas  
of squadron performance were e s t ed  during the ORE/TYT3 which 
s t a r t e d  on 18 March as  t h e  N I  1 ITZ  s tayed a t  sea .  Sun Kings 
flew 29 s o r t i e s  during t h e  op r a t i o n s  which ended 24  March 
and took the N I M I T Z  t o  t h e  V i  g i n i a  Capes and Jacksonv i l l e  
opera t ing  a reas .  Achieving a 82% two way Link 11 success  
r a t e ,  t h e  round the clock mai tenance e f f o r t  proved f r u i t -  
f u l  d e s p i t e  p a r t s  a v a i l a b i l i t  problems and t h r e e  f l i g h t  deck 
crunches. The FSC r a t e  remai 1 ed high and was d i r e c t l y  a t t r i -  
butable  t o  t h e  "can do" a t t i t  de and l eader sh ip  t o  be found 
i n  t h e  Sun King maintenance d partment. The squadron re turn-  
ed t o  NAS Miramar 26 March af er a two month absence f i l l e d  
with heavy f l y i n g .  The ORE h d been an exact ing  test wi th  
changing missions,  r ap id  t u r n  rounds and a four  day around 
t h e  c1oc:k f l y i n g  phase. Marc was t o  be t h e  h ighes t  month 
of t h e  year  f o r  f l i g h t  time a t h e  squadron recorded 277.7 
hours. 

The 5th of r e tu rn ing  t o  NAS Norfolk f o r  
two days of ions  aboard N I M I T Z  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
s t a r t  of d." The exe rc i se  was a l a r g e  

bsurface, 'amphibious and a i r  
h a Marine amphibious a s s a u l t  

t h e  opera t ions  simulated a 
was tasked pr imar i ly  with 

demonstrated t h e i r  pro- 
and prosecut ing 

t r a n s i t  " i n  s i g h t "  
The 

Apr i l  was a time of empha$is 
and human r e l a t i o n s  t r a i n i n g .  
squadron was involved with Pha.se 
and devoted 2,060 man hours t o  
a t t e n t i o n  l a t e  i n  t h e  month 
t o  30th. NFOs s tud ied  t a c t i c s  
Sys tern Tra iner  (WST) ' while  the' 
airmanship. During Apr i l  t h e  
s tanddarn and a NAWPS u n i t  
Training Squadron (RVAW-110).  
factory/ 'unsat isfactory is  

on ground t r a i n i n g ,  s a f e t y  
From 5 t o  16 Apr i l  t h e  e n t i r e  

I1 Human Rela t ions  courses  
t h i s  end. Flying received 

wi.th an FCLP period from t h e  26th 
and u t i l i z e d  the E-2B Weapons 
p i l o t s  we.re concerned with 

squadron had a f u l l  day s a f e t y  
eva lua t ion  ^by t h e  Replacement 

~ l t h o u ~ f i -  only a grade of s a t i s -  
presented f o r  a u n i t  eva lua t ion ,  

RVAW-118 was very favorably i pressed wi th  t h e  Sun King per- 
f ormance . I 



Late May and e a r l y  June w re f i l l e d  wi th  p repa ra t ions  
f o r  t h e  soon t o  t a k e  p l a c e  M e  i t e r r a n e a n  deployment -- t h e  
f i r s t  major c r u i s e  of t h e  Nuc e a r  powered N I M I T Z .  On 8 June 
a t  ceremonies aboard NAS M i r  a r ,  Commander Donald D. GINGLES 
r e l i e v e d  Commander Richard H .  4 MARTIN t o  become t h e  Sun King's 
t e n t h  Commanding Of f i ce r .  1 4  through 22 June was s p e n t  i n  
i n t e n s i v e  FCLP a c t i v i t y  a s  a 1  squadron personnel  made ready 
f o r  t h e  f i n a l  t r i p  eastward t Norfolk and u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  
Mediterranean. A squadron op n house was h e l d  on 19 June 
and was most s u c c e s s f u l  i n  ex  l a i n i n g  VAW-116's miss ion and 
t h e  need f o r  i t s  deployment oa rd  N I M I T Z .  _j 

The Sun Kings l e f t  f o r  f o l k  on 23 June. From 28 June 
t o  1 J u l y  VAW-116 i n  Nuclear Task Group ope ra t ions  
aboard N I M I T Z  i n  i t h  USS CALIFORNIA (CGN-35) and 
USS SOUTH Missions included AEW, A I C ,  

ES a s  N I M I T Z  worked c l o s e l y  wi th  
accompany h e r  throughout t h e  

Mediterranean c r u i s e .  

Following a squadron p a r t  and s o f t b a l l  game on 4 J u l y ,  
VAW-116 se t  s a i l  aboard N I M I T  7 J u l y .  F l i g h t  ope ra t ions  
began t h e  a f t e rnoon  of d e p a r t  "; re and continued every day and 
most of t h e  n i g h t s  of t h e  ele en day A t l a n t i c  t r a n s i t .  F ly ing  
i n  a "blue wa te r , "  no d i v e r t  i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Sun Kings logged 
more than 130 hours  p r i o r  t o  eaching Tangier ,  Morocco on 
t h e  17th .  Much of t h e  a c t i v i  y was spur red  by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i of o v e r f l i g h t s  by Russian "Be r" reconnaisance a i r c r a f t .  VAW-116 
was in s t rumen ta l  i n  d e t e c t i n g  r e p o r t i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
i n t e r c e p t  of 2 Bear a i r c r a f t  n 15 Ju ly .  The Russian p lanes  
had been i n  t h e  N I M I T Z '  a r e a  o r  two days p r i o r  t o  t h e  over- 

i 
f l i g h t  on t h e  15 th  b u t  had be n unsuccessful  i n  l o c a t i n g  t h e  
c a r r i e r .  Extensive EMCON ope a t i o n s  increased  N I M I T Z '  
r e l i a n c e  upon t h e  a i rbo rne  E- I 

The t h r e e  day p o r t  c a l l  a Tangier marked t h e  f i r s t  c a r r i e r  
v i s i t  of t h e  Afr ican  c i t y  i n  v e r  a decade. Representa t ives  
of VAW-1.23 from USS SARATOGA me aboard N I M I T Z  f o r  b r i e f i n g s  
wi th  VAW-116 a s  p a r t  of  N I M I T  ' r e l i e f  of SARATOGA. Sun Kings 
took advantage of sunny weath r by explor ing  t h e  s t r e e t s  and 
shops of Tangier and t a k i n g  t u r s  t o  t h e  Moroccan count rys ide .  

Underway on 20 J u l y ,  N I M I  Z g l i d e d  p a s t  t h e  Rock of G i b r a l t a r  
and i n t o  t h e  Mediterranean.  r i g i n a l l y  scheduled f o r  ope ra t ions  4 i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean,  on 22 J u l y  N I M I T Z  was d i r e c t e d  
t o  t ake  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Eas t e r  Mediterranean a s  American l i v e s  
and proper ty  w e r e  th rea tened  y t h e  c i v i l  s t r i f e  i n  Lebanon. 
N I M I T Z  a r r i v e d  i n  Naples, I t a  y on 29 J u l y ,  marking t h e  f i r s t  
o f  many i n  p o r t  pe r iods  t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  c r u i s e .  The 20 t o  
28 J u l y  l i n e  per iod  t a s k i n g  f r VAW-116 was p r imar i ly  i n  a r e a s  



of  SSSC and A I C .  Seve ra l  new a r r i v e d  NFOs and p i l o t s  sha r -  
pened t h e i r  f l i g h t  s k i l l s  a s  ey f lew i n  t h e  d a i l y  c y c l i c  
o p e r a t i o n s .  SSSC t a c t i c s  w e r  improved by t h e  Sun Kings 
demonst:rating t o  N I M I T Z  t h a t  s ea rch  s e c t o r s  could  
be  more e f f e c t i v e l y  s a n i t i z e d  r a t h e r  t han  more, 
ass igned  a i r c r a f t .  

N I M I T Z  l e f t  Naples on 1 A g u s t  f o r  e i g h t  days o f  opera- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Medi te r r  nean. VAW-116 provided range 
s u r v e i l l a n c e  f o r  a MISSILEX o t h e  NAMFI range no r th  o f  
C r e t e  on 5 and 6 August and t ok p a r t  i n  t h e  s h i p  wide s a f e t y  
standdown on t h e  7 th  and 8 t h .  1 N I M I T Z  h e l d  a t h r e e  day p o r t  
c a l l  a t  Taran to ,  I t a l y ,  comme+cing on 9 August. 

Taranto  provided i n t e r e s t  ng l i b e r t y  f o r  t h e  men o f  
VAW-116 b e f o r e  t hey  depa r t ed  n 12  August f o r  16 days of  
o p e r a t i o n s .  L i eu t enan t  Comma d e r  "Matt" MATHESON r e p o r t e d  
f o r  duty  on 15  August as t h e  ew Sun King Execut ive  O f f i c e r .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  normal c y c l i c  p e r a t i o n s ,  VAW-116 took p a r t  
i n  an airshow f o r  t h e  King an Queen o f  Spa in  on 19 August. 

c a l l .  

i 
NIMITZ rece ived  uncommon a t t e  t i o n  from t h e  European p r e s s  
and p u b l i c  throughout  t h e  c r u  se and t h e  Sun King ready 
room became t h e  scene  of  t o u r  and b r i e f i n g s  a t  a l l  p o r t s  o f  

During a a t  Souda Bay, Crete, 
Capta in  Richard T. Bryan W .  COMPTON 
of  command of t h e  was concern- 
e d  wi th  b r i e f i n g s  X X I  Exe rc i se ,  
which took p l a c e  During 
t h e  ,three days o f  
hours  w i t h  miss ion  t a s k i n g  most ly  SSSC. The SIXTH 

on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  Naples. 

F l e e t  20 s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  N I M I T Z  
and AMERICA. August and t h e  Sun Kings r e tu rn -  
e d  t o  Naples on t h e  i n  p o r t  pe r iod .  A most 
s u c c e s s f u l  Sun King September a t  Carney Park 

ne Sun King a i r c r a f t  and f o u r  
S i c i l y  f o r  FCLP and subsequent  
I f l ITZ  on 7 September. During 

c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  of 6 September a squadron 
E-2B made a s u c c e s s f u l  engine d i v e r t  t o  S i g o n e l l a ,  
r e t u r n i n g  back aboard s t a t u s  on 8 September. AAWEXES 
w e r e  conducted on 10 ptember and complimented a i r -  
c r e w  t r a i n i n g  wh i l e  a t  t h e  E-2 is  an e s s e n t i a l  
asset i n  t h e  f l y i n g  r a i d s .  



Returning t o  Naples on 1 4  September, t h e  men of VAW-116 
enjoyed t h e  d i v e r s e  shopping, s i g h t s e e i n g  and beachcombing 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  Naples a e a  a s  many of them v i s i t e d  
t h e  nearby i s l a n d s  of Capri  a d I s c h i a  o r  t h e  r u i n s  of 
Pompeii. N I M I T Z  l e f t  p o r t  on 27 September and conducted 4 
days of f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  whi e t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  Western 
Mediterranean en rou te  t o  Gibr 1 l t a r .  Arr iv ing  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Crown Colony on 1 October,  VA -116 s p e n t  t h e  two b e s t  l i b e r t y  
days of t h e  c r u i s e  i n  s p l e n d i  weather by v i s i t i n g  G i b r a l t a r ' s  
crowded pubs, cl imbing t h e  f 1 l e d  Rock and swapping s t o r i e s  
wi th  t h e  Engl ish speaking c i t i z e n r y .  

When N I M I T Z  l e f t  G i b r a l t a  on 3 October she commenced 
h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Exerc ise  Display Determination. The 
e x e r c i s e  was t h e  most dramati  and expansive of t h e  c r u i s e  a s  
a 80 s h i p ,  mul t i -na t iona l  f o r  e made a sweep of t h e  Mediter- 
ranean from t h e  S t r a i t s  of G i  r a l t a r  t o  Eas te rn  Turkey. The 
f o r c e  included 4 a i r c r a f t  c a r  iers; i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  N I M I T Z  
and AMERICA, HMS ARK ROYAL an t h e  French Navy's CLEMENCEAU 
conducted a i r  ope ra t ions .  D i  p lay  Determination was t h e  I o p e r a t i o n a l  high p o i n t  of t h e  c r u i s e  f o r  VAW-116. Sun Kings 
flew 79.5 mission hours i n  8 Capable 
r a t e  of 96.4%. Two-way Link 
t h e  scheduled Link hours .  Th squadron was commended by t h e  
A i r  Wing Commander and gained i n  knowing it had ab ly  
responded t o  t h e  many c h a l l e n  t h e  exe rc i se .  Resul t s  
of t h e  August advancement i n  a r r i v e d  and f u r t h e r  
enhanced t h e  squadron 's  r e p u t  t h a t  every 
Sun King p a r t i c i p a n t  had pass  

N I M I T Z  anchored i n  Tunis,  Tunis ia  on 1 4  October f o r  a 
5 day v i s i t .  Many Sun Kings ook guided t o u r s  of t h e  c i t y  
o r  nearby v i l l a g e s  where they found t h e  shopping e x c e l l e n t  
and Arabic c u l t u r e  t o  be d i f f  r e n t  and worthy of a d i f f e r e n t  
t o u r  on t h e  fol lowing day. 

NIMITZ l e f t  Tunis on 19 04tober f o r  1 2  days a t  s e a  be fo re  
r e tu rn ing  t o  i t s  ~ e d i t e r r a n e a d  "home p o r t "  of Naples on 1 
November. October 's  204.7 f l i g h t  hours w e r e  a c r u i s e  high 
f o r  t h e  Sun Kings. The a t  se per iod  between Tunis and 
Naples was h igh l igh ted  by a MqSSILEX a t  t h e  S a l t o  D e  Q u i r r a  
Range h e l d  on 27 October. The squadron continued t h e  r e l i a b l e  
performance it had provided t t h e  NIMITZ/CVW-8 team e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  month. 7 

1 through 16 November was the longes t  i n  p o r t  per iod  of 
t h e  c r u i s e .  A t  t h i s  junc ture ,  Naples and i t s  environs w e r e  
f a i r l y  f a m i l i a r  t o  most of t h e  squadron. For tuna te ly ,  t h e  



lengthy time i n  p o r t  pe rmi t t e  many Sun Kings t o  t r a v e l  throughout 
I t a l y  and much of Europe. Ph tographs of Rome, Munich, and 
P a r i s  graced many a scrapbook 1 

The i n  p o r t  per iod  was no4 without  opera t iona l  f l y i n g .  
On 6 November a VAW-116 E-2B aunched from N I M I T Z  a t  anchor 
i n  Naples Bay. I ts  d e s t i n a t i  n was Royal A i r  Force S t a t i o n  
Lossiemouth, Scot land.  P a r t  f  a four  plane CW-8 cont ingent ,  
t h e  Sun Kings were t o  p lay  a eading r o l e  i n  North Sea opera- 
t i o n s  o f f  t h e  Northern and Ea t e r n  coas t s  of Scotland. Enti-  
t l e d  J o i n t  Maritime Course 76 , t h e  opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  i included u n i t s  of t h e  B r i t i s h  American, West German, Canadian 
and Norwegian A i r  Forces i n  a d i t i o n  t o  a i r  and su r face  u n i t s  
from the B r i t i s h ,  American, N rwegian and Dutch Navies. VAW-116 
recorded 27 .7  f l i g h t  hours i n  f i v e  days of opera t ions .  Pro- 
v id ing  AEW and i n t e r c e p t o r  c o d t r o l ,  t h e  Sun Kings proved t o  
be an e s s e n t i a l  element of f l  e t  defense f o r  t h e  NATO naval  
u n i t s  a s  they r e s i s t e d  simula ed a t t a c k s  from shore based 
t ac t i ca l .  a i r c r a f t  . 

The t r i p  t o  t o  s e e  some o l d  
f r i e n d s  f o r  many aircrew and sup- 
por t ing  by Squadron 849 

had been 
and 

memorable one. 
Kings. The B r i t i s h  w e r e  made t h e  v i s i t  a 

N I M I T Z  was underway again  on 17 Noventber f o r  e i g h t  days 
of f l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  W s t e r n  Mediterranean. The Sun 
King a i r c r a f t  which had been ' n  Scotland trapped back aboard 
on 21 November. The fo l lowin  day marked t h e  s t a r t  of a 
continuous 48 hour f l y i n g  p e r ' o d  1 f o r  t h e  a i r  wing before  
returnin.g t o  Naples on 25 Nov e r .  Af te r  spending Thanks- 
g iv ing  i n  p o r t ,  t h e  squadron l e f t  Naples aboard N I M I T Z  on 
29 November f o r  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean. P 

I n  Naples on 1 3  November, 
of an open house f o r  hundreds 

Exercise  k p lace  on 2 and 3 December. 
VAW-116 a s  CVW-8 a i r c r a f t  probed 
t h e  a i r  defense system e a s t e r n  France. N I M I T Z  
re turned  once again t o  n 5 December f o r  a t e n  day 
p o r t  c a l l .  

t h e  N I M I T Z  put  t o  sea  a s  p a r t  
of NATO and c i v i l i a n  gues ts .  

A Sun King E-2B was f i r s t  t o  aunch i n  a CVW-8 a i r  show held  
p r i o r  t o  r e tu rn ing  t o  p o r t  t h  t af ternoon.  



The i n  p o r t  per iod was an a c t i v e  time f o r  VAW-116. An 
i n  depth Administrat ive Inspe t i o n  of t h e  squadron was con- 
ducted b,y VAQ-130 from 8 t h r o  gh 11 December. The r e s u l t s  
were most s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  i n d i c  t i n g  s t r i c t  adherence t o  estab-  
l i s h e d  procedures and i n s t r u c  ions  i n  a l l  phases of squadron 
a c t i v i t y .  

i 
On 10 December one Sun K i  g  a i r c r a f t  and four  p i l o t s  

flew t o  NAF S igone l l a  f o r  FCL work and re turned  t o  N I M I T Z  
during h . e r  next  a t  sea  per iod  on 1 6  December. 

Word. w a s  received 1 4  Dece e r  t h a t  VAW-116 had placed 
f i r s t  i n  i t s  category i n  t h e  San Diego Combined Federal  
Campaign. A plaque from t h e  Airborne Early 
Warning Wing, U.S. P a c i f i c  F1 and placed i n  
t h e  read.y room i n  leading  t h e i r  
divis ion.  of twelve 

N I M I T Z  l e f t  Naples on 15 ecember. F l i g h t  opera t ions  
began t h a t  af ternoon a s  t h e  c  r r i e r  reached an opera t ing  a rea  
Southeast  of S i c i l y .  From 07 0 on 19 December t o  1900 on t h e  
20th, CVW-8 conducted cont inu us a i r  opera t ions .  VAW-116 
logged 43.8 hours i n  t h i s  36 our  span. Mission t a sk ing  con- 
s i s t e d  of  p r imar i ly  A I C  and S SC. Coordination between Sun 
King E-2s and t h e  N I M I T Z - C I C  ontinued t o  produce s o l i d  r e s u l t s .  

The squadron re turned  t o  ap les  f o r  t h e  l a s t  time i n  1976 
on 23 December. A video t ape  from squadron f a m i l i e s  i n  San 
Diego was seen i n  t h e  ready r om t h a t  n igh t  and helped make 
t h e  Christmas away from loved ones bearable .  Christmas day 
was a  t i m e  f o r  opening g i f t s  and shar ing  thoughts of home. 

A s a f e t y  standdown was heqd 29 December. VAW-116 observed 
t h e  ending of 1976 aboard NIMIITZ i n  Naples Bay. A s  f i reworks 
and horns ushered i n  1977, t h  squadron prepared f o r  t h e  next  
l i n e  per iod  and looked forwar t o  t h e  end of t h e  c r u i s e  and 
r e t u r n  t o  San Diego i n  Fehr.ua 



iHT DATA 



A I R C R A F T  HRS 

DAY 364.4 
N I G H T  75.6 
TOTAL 440.0 

COMMAND HISTORY F L I G H T  DATA 

LAND 

PILOT HRS LAND F L I G H T S  

DAY 728.8 DAY 110 
N I G H T  171.2 NIGHT 34 
TOTAL 880.0 TOTAL 144 

A I R C R A F T  HRS P I L O T  HRS F L I G H T S  

S H I P  

F I E L E  LANDINGS 

DAY 219 
N I G H T  75 
TOTAL 294 

F C L F S  

DAY 452 
N I G H T  344 
TOTAL 796 

ARRES TMENTS BOLTERS TOUCH & GOS 

DAY 1114.5 DAY 2229.0 DAY 338 DAY 396 DAY 33 DAY 27 
N 3 x w P  +9&Te * e 4!axHT 479% WaIT x l 2 -  -T ?n NTC,HT 4 
TOTAL 1612.5 TOTAL 3225.0 TOTAL 536 TOTAL 611 TOTAL 63 TOTAL 27 

F L I G H T S  

DAY 448 
N I G H T  232 
TOTAL 680 

S H I P  AND LAND 

LANDINGS A I R C R A F T  HRS 

DAY 615 
N I G H T  290 
TOTAL 905 

DAY 1478.9 
N I G H T  573.6 
TOTAL 2052.5 



1976 was a year filled ~ 4 t h  achievement for VAW-116. 
The squadron spent nine montgs at sea, flying over two 
thousand hours. The many crdss country moves between 
San Diego and Norfolk were e ecuted without incident. The 
maiden cruise of the NIMITZ o the Mediterranean provided 
a multitude of operational c f allenges and the opportunity 
for Sun Kings to visit much f Europe. The Sun King tra- II dition of excellence was rea firmed and enriched through- 
out the squadron's ninth year of existence. 


