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The f o l l  owing in format ion  c 
t o  E-.2B tac t i cs /m iss ion  capabi 1 
sub jec t  t o  the  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o r  

1 . NORAD Exercise "AMALGN 

i!. Pat ro l  Hydro fo i l  Exerci 

3. "OPERATION BELL BOX" 

. 4. A i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rn  
i n t e r c e p t  con t ro l  of Sov ie t  a i l  

n ta ined i n  t h i s  docuqent r e l a t i n g  
t i e s  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  CQNFIDENTIAL and 
schedule as i n d i c a t e d  on the  t i t l e  page: 

ARROW" 

e  (PHM) 

t i o n  used i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  a i r  
r a f t  ove r f l  i g h t s  

r) 
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THE SQUADRl AND I T ' S  M I S S I O N  

( t h i s  pade uncl a s s f i i e d )  
I 



VAW+ll6 operates 
which i s  capable o f  
i s  56 f e e t  long, has 
operintional l y  loaded. I t ' s  physical charac te r i s t i cs  
are . i t ' s  four  v e r t i c a l  
rotodome mounted 6 f e e t  
h igh powered airborne antennas. The 
i n t e r i o r  o f  the a i r c r a f t  i s  i n t o  fou r  
sections: the cockpit ,  the equipment comparUment, the C I C  
(Combat Informat i  on Center) , and the a f t  equipment compart- 
ment. 

Carr ier  Airborne Ear ly Warring 
i s  a  fou r  plane, Airborne Early 
t i on i l l  and admin is t ra t ive  cont ro l  
N INE u n t i l  18 June 1975 and 
WINg EIGHT. VAN-116 repor ts  
Commander, Fighter  Airborne Early 
(COMFITAEWWINGPAC), and i s  w i t h i n  
Naval A i r  Force, U. S. Pac i f ic  

Occupying the ma jo r i t y  o f  he e lec t ron ics  and acqounting f o r  most 
o f  the $20,000,000+ cost  o f  the E-2B i s  the Airborne Tact ica l  Data t System. This system includes the long range, m i l l i o n  watt  radar, IFF 
detect ion system, data processing and d isp lay  systems, and an i n f  1  i g h t  
performance monitor t e s t  u n i t .  This h igh ly  integrated system, when 
coupled w i th  a  sk i1  led  crew, be omes i n  e f f e c t  a  complete airborne 
C I C  capable o f  operat iona l ly  co t r o l l i n g  an e n t i r e  s t r i k e  f l i g h t  from 
andai r c r a f  t c a r r i e r  under a1 1  w 1 ather condi t ions , day o r  n i gh t  . 

Squadron ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN (VAW-116) 
Warning (AEW) Squadron under the opera- 

o f  Commander Attack Carr ier  A i r  Wing 
therea f te r  o f  Comnander Attack Carr ier  A i r  
a lso t o  the funct iona l  wing commander, 

Warning Wing, U.S. Pac i f i c  F leet  
the f l e e t  s t ruc tu re  of Commander, 

F leet  (COMNAVAIRPAC) . 

The crew o f  the E-2B consists 
one h igh ly  t ra ined  en l i s t ed  
t o  perform the demanding tasks 
o f  the f l i g h t ,  which includes 
navy"s la rges t  c a r r i e r  based 
occupy the C I C  compartment where 
are arran ed f o re  and a f t  i n  the 
the C I C O  7 Combat Information 

o f  f i v e  members. Four o f f i c i r s  and 
f l i g h t  technician. Two p i l o t s  are u t i l i z e d  

o f  ensuring the safe and o rder l y  conduct 
the launching and recovery o f  one o f  the 

a i r c r a f t .  The three remaining crewmen 
three separate and d i s t i n c t  s ta t ions  
compartment. The senior o f f i c e r  i s  

Center O f f i ce r )  whose primary duty i s  t o  
d i r ec t ,  control ,  and monitor ATDS system and as the Mission Comnand- 

ss o f  the assigned mission. He i s  
O f f i ce r )  whose duty i s  the cont ro l  of 
f i n a l  member of the crew, the f l i g h t  

and operationsof 
a l l  o f  the more equipment onboard the E-2B. 
He has a  w i th  the t a c t i c a l  problem 

a t  h i s  pos i t ion.  



This h igh ly  s k i l l e d  crew, hen working as a coordinated team can 
perform the fo l low inQ missions simultaneously: 

1 . Airborne Ear ly Warning (AEW) , the detect ion o f  unknown a i r  
contlacts c los ing  the Task Forc . Q 

2. Tact ica l  a i r c r a f t  i ntedcept cont ro l  ( A I C )  . 
3 .  St r i ke  f l  i g h t  f o l  lowin /cont ro l .  i 
4. Surface/subsurface sur e i  11 ance coordinat ion (SSSC) . JI - 
5 .  He1 i copter cont ro l  . 
6. Aer ia l  mining con t ro l .  

:7. Tact ica l  reconnaisance lai r c r a f t  cont ro l  . 
8. Secondary approach con r o l  f o r  a a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t .  ti 
9. Communications re l ay  ( utomatic and manual ) . i 
10. Airborne search and redcue coordination (SAR) . 





As 1975 began, VAW-116 f o i  
based period. CONSTELLATION, 
for  an extensive overhaul and 
Washington f o r  over one year. 
uled f o r  a lengbhy and invo lvr  
TADS", which would culminate i 
Coast i n  ea r l y  1976. The req i  
exerc ise would encompass a l l  c 

'TACSITADS, which stands fc 
A i r  Defense System", would tes 
frequency (HF) t a c t i c a l  data I 
A i r  Force and Marine Corps. I 
and TACSITADS would evolve as 
Techlnical In ter face Concepts I 
West Coast Procedural Exercist 
phases would lead up t o  the 01 
(OED) i n  ear ly lmid  1976 w i t h  1 
un i  t 8 s .  

IBy l a t e  January, the "Suh 
saddle" t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  a t h i r l  
r e t u rn  from WESTPAC. The squi 
a i r c r a f t  t o  s i s t e r  VAN squadrc 
needs. This however, d i d  not  
approach t o  1 ocal operat ional 

On 28 January, the  squadrc 
f i r s t  of three North American 
which the "Sun Kings" would bt 
as a backup par t i c ipan t ,  the I 
prob'lems, and "116" assumed pl 
"Sun Kings" responded by detec 
c r a f t  t o  NORAD command center! 

1,mphasis was placed on tri 
l a t i o n  t r a i n e r  (WST) and the t 
u t i l - i z e d  t o  the maaimum extent 
procedures review and ass4 s t i  I 
coordination. Discussion o f  ( 

t r a i n i n g  meetings and a t  f l i g l  

On 20 February, the "Sun I 
Nava'l Tac t i ca l  Exercise (CINTI 
the p a r t i c i p a t i n g  surface un i i  
radar video i s  generated t o  s -  
The video, along w i t h  associal 
v i a  the Naval Tact ica l  Data S; 
entered the data l i n k  making 1 

i t s e l f  on the b r i nk  o f  a long shore- 
16 's  home away from home", was due 
u l d  be i n  the shipyard i n  Bremerton, 
herefore, the "Sun Kings" were sched- 
j o i n t  services exercise ca l l ed  "TACSI 
a t r i - s e r v i c e  exercise on the East 
ed t r a i n i n g  cyc le  p r i o r  t o  the actual 
1975. 

' 

!C 
i r 

"Tact ical  A i r  Control SystemITactical 
the u n i l a t e r a l  s tandardizat ion o f  h igh 
ay system for  use by the Army, Navy, 
ompl ex ser ies  o f  t es t s  were planned , 
three phase program beginning w i t h  
C )  i n  ea r l y lm id  1976, fo l lowed by a 
WCPE) i n  l a t e  1975. These two t e s t  
a t iona l  Effect iveness Demonstration 
e i n t e r f ace  between the t r i - s e r v i c e  
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1 
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r i i r l  

ngs" were involved i n  "back i n  the 
day stand down subsequent t o  the 
on had t ransfer red t o o f  i t ' s  f ou r  
due t o  t h e i r  operat 7 onal necessi ty  

op VAW-116 from tak ing an aggressive 
mi tments . 
pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  "FALLING BRAVE", the 
fense Comnand (NORAD) exercises o f  
pa r t .  A1 though VAWe116 was scheduled 

mary VAW squadron ' s a i r c r a f t  developed 
ary.detect ion r espons ib i l i t y .  The 
ng and repor t ing  twenty-six r a i d  a i r -  

,f' 

)r 

ing  i n  February. The weapons simu- 
r a t i o n a l  f l i g h t  t r a i n e r  (OFT), were 
ossible, provid ing a techniques and 
i n  the ove ra l l  development of crew 
rgency procedures was stressed a t  
b r ie f ings .  

t y 
id 
) rs  

)r 

gs" pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a Combined I npo r t  . A CINTEX i s  an exerc ise i n  which 
remain s ta t ionary  inpor t .  Synthetic 
l a t e  an actual  t a c t i c a l  s i t ua t i on .  
data, i s  relayed from u n i t  t o  u n i t  

em (NTDS) . An airbor+ne VAN-1 16 E-2 
s i t u a t i o n  even more r e a l i s t i c .  This 
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i n t e rac t i on  served the same pur ose f o r  surface warfare spec ia l i s ts  
t h a t  f l i g h t  t r a i ne rs  serve f o r  l i g h t  crews, and provlided the neces- 
sary t r a i n i n g  t o  a l l  un i t s  invo ved. The f a c t  t h a t  the e n t i r e  t a c t i c a l  

simulated s i tua t ion .  

I 
problem was simulated made for  great  savings i n  terms of time, money 
and hardware. Addi t iona l ly ,  sa e t y  i s  always a major dividend i n  a 

On 4 March, "OPERATION SNOW f IME," another NORAD exercise, was 
held. The "Sun Kings" launched both a i r c r a f t  f o r  the mission. Dur- 
i ng  a f i v e  hour p lus f l i g h t ,  t h  E-EBs, operating w i t h  near perfec- 
t i on ,  tracked and reported t h i r  y - f i v e  inbound ra iders .  Even though 
continuous e lec t ron ic  jamming w s experienced, the E-2B's system proved 
most e f f ec t i ve .  I 

On 3 Apr i  1 , "AMALGAM ARROW, the t h i r d  NORAD exercise o f  1 975 f o r  
VAW-116, was held. Again the c ew and t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  demonstrated a 
h i g x  l eve l  of expert ise as t h i r  een ra ids  were detected, tracked and 
reported a t  ranges up t o  220 na t i c a l  miles from the E-2 and 500 naut ica l  
miles from the Continental Un i t  

May was a month o f  heavy f l  ing. A CINTEX was conducted on 15 May 
f o r  the purpose o f  checking ou t  the L ink  11 t a c t i c a l  data systems (TDS) 
f o r  a l l  u n i t s  (E-2, P-3, s-3 an 1 surface un i t s )  scheduled t o  pa r t i c i pa te  
i n  FLEETEX 2-75. A "Sun King" -28 launched f o r  a three hour f l i g h t ,  
successful ly  enter ing the TDS 1 nk and exercis ing a l l  airborne t a c t i c a l  
data system (ATDS) L ink  11 capa i l i t i e s .  I n  addi t ion,  the a i r c r a f t  
u t i l i z e d  i t ' s  program data e x t r  c t i o n  capab i l i t y  f o r  software analysis 
and reconstruct ion purposes. 

F l i g ~ h t  crew requa l i f i ca t i on  
March and A p r i l  . With the upcoriing 
p r i o r i t i e s  were al igned t o  have 
ready f o r  operational requirements. 
planning sessions were he ld  t o  
t o  be used f o r  TACSITADS. A i r  
Combat D i rec t ion  Systems Faci 1 
and Apr i  1 1975, learn ing the coripl 
incorporated i n  the new Model I V  

Information from r e l i a b l e  s urces indicated t h a t  the A i r  Force was 
experiencing problems w i t h  t h e i  data 1 i n k  program and t h i s  compounded 
w i t h  delays i n  TIC tes ts  genera ed much concern about the future of 
TACSI'TADS. Uno f f i c i a l  i n d i c a t i  ns were received t h a t  the OED would be 
postponed i n d e f i n i t e l y  due t o  t ese unresolved problems, and the question 
was ra ised as t o  whether VAN-11 would remain as a pa r t i c i pan t  i n  TACSI 
TADS. However no o f f i c i a l  n o t i  i c a t i o n  was received by May. 

was a primary ob ject ive  i n  February, 
TACS/TADS evaluations, t r a i n i n g  

a l l  f l i g h t  personnel q u a l i f i e d  and 
Addi t ional  l y ,  briefings and 

Crepare f l i g h t  crews f o r  the new concepts 
crews spent many hours a t  the F lee t  

i t y  on Poin t  Loma during February, March 
ex i  t i e s  and i n te r im  change proposals 

computer tape. 

The three month t r a i n i n g  pe i od  o f  March, A p r i l  and May saw the 
"Sun Kings" l og  over fou r  hundr d f l i g h t  hours. This t o t a l  exceeded 
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deployed E-2 squadrons fo r  the most meaning- 
f u l  as VAW-116 was a l l oca ted  on two a i r c r a f t  dur ing the ma jo r i t y  
o f  t h i s  time. The "Sun Kings" 
maintenance e f f o r t .  During t h i  
developed and implemented a new 
many o f  the problems associated 

On 29 May, CDR R. H. MARTIN re l i eved  CDR J. A. MOORE as Comnand- 
i n g  Of f i ce r  o f  VAW-116. CDR MA TIN became the e ighth  Comnanding 
O f f i c e r  o f  the "Sun Kings." 

\IAN-1 16 deployed w i t h  three a i r c r a f t  t o  NAS Fa1 lan, Nevada on 2 
June,, j o i n i n g  A i r  Wing NINE squ drons t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a t a c t i c a l  
weapons deployment. Ten f l  i g h t  were made i n  support o f  t a c t i c a l  
weapons/ALPHA s t r i kes .  One a i r  1 r a f t  was "down" w i t h  a p rope l le r  
discrepancy f o r  the durat ion o f  the  deployment, and systems f a i l u r e s  
plagued the two remaining a i r c r  ft. On 5 June, the "Sun Kings" re tu rn -  
ed t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion  North I land t o  proceed w i t h  a busy schedule. 

I:n ea r l y  1975, VAW-116 had een chosed t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  a Patro l  
Hydrc~fo i l  (PHM) Exercise w i t h  C s t a l  River Squadron ONE. Planning 
conferences had been he ld  w i t h  WOSRIVRON ONE i n  March, A p r i l  and 
May. The actual  exer r i se  was h 1 I d  on 11 June, and was t o  explore the 
E-2's c a p a b i l i t i e s  w i t h  respect t o  the t a c t i c s  and mission o f  the PHM. 
I n  theory, the E-2 could a s s i s t  the small pa t r o l  boat by acqu i r ing 
"over the horizon" surface t a rg  t s  and g i v i ng  the PHM range and bearing 
data necessary t o  launch surfac t o  surface miss i les .  Evan though the 
PHM was n o t  t rack ing  the w i t h  precise informat ion from the E-2, 
a successful " k i l l "  could sonably expected. 

[ lur ing the per iod o f  9-11 J ne, VAW-116 pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  an a n t i -  
a i r c r a f t  warfare (AAW) i npor t  t a in i ng  exercise t h a t  u t i l i z e d  a remote 
s i t e  s imulat ion u n i t  (RSSU) t o  rov ide synthet ic  radar and IFF video 
t o  a1 1 TDS u n i t s  i nc lud ing  the -2. Overal l  program cont ro l  was main- 

VAW-116 has arranged w i t h  a s i s t e r  CVW-9 squadron, VA-147, t o  use 
A-7E a i r c r a f t  as simulated "Har oon" surface-to-surface m iss i l es  f i r e d  
by the PHM. Various techniques were t r i e d  f o r  s imulat ing the "Harpoon," 
using the A-7E a i r c r a f t  w i t h  ve t o r s  from the E-2 t o  f l y  over the 
designated launch vessel. Anot e r  PHM, the designated target ,  would 
be pos i t ioned t h i r t y  t o  f i f t y  n u t i c a l  mi les away. The E-2 provided an 
i n i t i i a l  vector  i n  range and bea i n g  t o  the ta rge t .  The A-7s would 
then f l y  a simulated "Harpoon" 1 r o f i l e  t o  the reported pos i t i on  o f  the 

ta ined through the use o f  a master 
l a t o r  associated w i t h  the J o i n t  
located a t  the Po in t  Loma t e s t  
video was t ransmit ted from Poin t  
telephone 1 and 1 i nes. Actual U 
the exercise. 

s imula t ion program and video simu- 
In te r face  Test Force (JITF) program 

s i t e  i n  San Diego, The synthet ic  t e s t  
Loma t o  the p a r t i c i p a t i n g  un i t s  v i a  

i F  comnuni cat ions were used t o  coordinate 



ta rget .  Upon a r r i v a l  a t  the f i  a1 pos i t ion ,  the A-7 p i l o t  reported 
h i s  prox imi ty  t o  the t a rge t  The f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  E-2/PHM t a c t i c s  
was proven, and therefore, b l e  knowledge was gained. 

Suddenly, on 11 June, the q es t ion  of t h i s  squadron's f u t u re  i n -  
volvement i n  TACS/TADS was answ red. A message from Comnander Attack 
Car r ie r  A i r  Wing EIGHT advised he "Sun Kings" t h a t  Chey had been i opera t iona l l y  reassigned t o  CVW 8, a d d i t i o n a l l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  VAN-1 16 
t o  be aboard USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) i n  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  on 15 June. 
Later  communication w i t h  CAG-8 evealed t h a t  due t o  the type t r a i n i n g  
involved and the c a r r i e r  qua1 i f  ' ca t ion  environment, the "Sun King's"  
presence would no t  be required I n t i l  15 July.  The "Sun Kings" had 
been selected t o  j o i n  HS-15, VA 35, VA-82, VA-86, RVAH-9, VAQ-130 and 
VMFA-333 as p a r t  o f  newly forme CVW-8 aboard the newly corrmissioned 
USS FIIMITZ. Due t o  the shor t  n t i f i c a t i o n ,  an a l l  hands e f f o r t  was 
requ i red t o  prepare the squadro fo r  the  upcoming Ju ly  deployment, 
both from a maintenance and per onnel standpoint.  Admin is t ra t ive ly ,  
personal matters were addressed i n  a Family Newsgram, and i n  d a i l y  
Plan o f  the Day en t r ies .  A con 1 entrated maintenance e f f o r t ,  inc lud-  
i ng  tihe procurement o f  par ts  an supplies, was conducted on both coasts 
i n  an attempt t o  oba t in  adequat mater ia l  support f o r  the deployment. 
Fie1 cl c a r r i e r  1 anding p rac t i ce  FCLP) became the operat ional p r i o r i t y  
i n  l a ~ t e  June, i n  an e f f o r t  t o  p 1 epare p i l o t s  f o r  c a r r i e r  operations. 

P~lso on 18 June, VAW-116 r e  eived o f f i c i a l  no t i p i ca t i on  from 
Comna~nder, F igh te r  Airborne Ear y Warning Wing, U.S. Pac i f i c  F leet  
t h a t  they were t ransfer red oper t i o n a l  l y  t o  CVW-8, and o f f i c i a l l y  
removed from the TACS/TADS prog 1 am. 

On 18 June, the "Sun Kings" 
The purpose o f  t h i s  exerc ise was 
u t i l i z i n g  a Mobile Sea Range 
 shoot:^. The MSR p r i n c i p l e  involves 
range! o f  a i r  and surface contacs'Js 
by the Range Safety O f f i c e r  aboard 
units,.  If a contact  i s  detected 
the r r ~ i s s i l e  f i r i n g  operat ion i s  
The El-2/ATDS was used t o  detec t  
tape recordings o f  voice 
were u t i  1 ized t o  reconstruct  and 

I n  e a r l y  July, w i t h  the deployment date r a p i d l y  approaching, the 
"Sun King's" were involved i n  F LPs, reviewing E-2B mission concepts 
and u t i l i z i n g  the system t r a i n e  s. A f o u r t h  a i r c r a f t  had been receiv-  
ed, a~nd the maintenance departm n t  was busy preparing the complex 
av i o r~ i cs  systems f o r  the upcomi g c a r r i e r  operations. 

pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  "OPERATION BELL BOX." 
t o  determine the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  

(M:SR) f o r  l i v e  surface-to-ai r  m i ss i l e  
the san i ta t ion  o f  the exerc ise f i r i n g  

by E-2 and P-3 a i r c r a f t  coordinated 
one o f  the p a r t i c i p a t i n g  surface 

t h a t  " fou ls "  the exercise range, 
ha l ted  u n t i l  the range i s  cleared. 
and r e l a y  rea l - t ime range data. Audio 

transmissions and computer data ex t rac t ions 
analyze the operatioln. 

C:oncurrently, the e n t i r e  VA community, a long relsident o f  Naval 
A i r  S ta t ion  North Island, was m k ing preparat ions t o  re locate  t o  Naval 
A i r  S ta t ion  Miramar. Ju ly  1975 marked the end o f  a successful and 



t i o n  a t  North Is land f o r  the "Sun 
n t ,  Naval A i r  S ta t ion Miramar would 

U~nderway on 28 July, USS N I  ITZ began normal c y c l i c  operations. 
Add i t i ona l l y ,  F lee t  Tra in ing G r  up (FTG) was aboard t o  evaluate the 
crew on various d r i l l s  and exer ises  associated w i t h  overa l l  CV i ! opera.tions. The "Sun King's" p r t i c i p a t e d  i n  many phases of the 
evalulation i n  which USS NIMITZ as awarded the highest  overa l l  grade 
t h a t   any a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  had e e r  received from FTG. The evaluat ion 
per iod continued through 5 Augu t. A two day break f o r  the  crew on 
6-7 August was fo l lowed by a we k o f  heavy f l y i n g  and damage con t ro l /  
f l i g h , t  deck d r i l l s .  As an i n t e  ra ted p a r t  o f  CVW-8, VAW-116 was 
taskeld w i t h  various A IC ,  f l i g h t  fo l lowing,  c lose a i r  con t ro l  and 
SSSC. S ign i f i can t  s t r i des  were made i n  bu i l d i ng  coordinat ion and 
conf ildence between the A i r  Wing EIGHT squadrons. 

Bidding farewell  t o  fami l ie4 and fr iends, the "Sun King's" head- 
ed east t o  u n i t e  w i t h  A i r  Wing 
successful " load aboard" was 

EIGHT and USS NIMITZ on 13 July.  A 
acoomplished and NIMITZ $a i l ed  on 16 

On 14 August, a f t e r  debr ie f i~ng  by FTG on the performance of the 
s h i p l a i r  wing dur ing the evaluation 
A t l a n t i c  seaboard; her dest inat ion:  
the North A t l a n t i c  and the NortF 
USS SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN-37) and 
Nuclear Task Group '75. The Task 
was tlhrough areas pa t ro l l ed  by 
c r a f t .  The a i r  wing's primary 
AEW a~nd SSSC. A f t e r  f l i g h t  
was maintained. 

The exce l len t  a i r  i n t e l l i gdnce  system ava i lab le  t o  NIMITZ, along 

Ju ly  fo r  the operat ing waters s u th  of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Three 
systems f l i g h t s  were f lown by VIM-116 enroute t o  the Carribbean. 

period, NIMITZ se t  s a i l  up the 
W i l  helmshaven, Germany, v i a  

Sea. USS NIMITZ was jo ined by 
USS SEA HORSE (SSN-669) t o  form 

Group's path across the A t l a n t i c  
Soviet  warships and surve i l lance a i r -  
r i s s i ons  throughout the t r a n s i t  were 

operations were secured, an a l e r t  posture 

w i t h  is s t r i c t  a l e r t  posture, male 
launch, detec t  and run in tercept ions 
lance a i r c r a f t .  Two in tercepts  
Addi t l o n a l  ly, on 25 August, a Kr 
shadowing the task group. This 
o f  the Task Group f o r  the e n t i r e  
'75 was i n  the Northern Europear 

On 19 July, the a i r  wing " f l ew 
Bay. Plans were t o  requal i f y  t t  

i t  possib le f o r  the "Sun Kings" t o  
on the Russian "Bear" su r ve i l -  

were made each day from 22-25 August. 
i vak-c l  ass Soviet  warship was detected 
Soviet  sh ip  monitored the movements 

per iod i n  which Nuclear Task Group 
waters. 

c f f "  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion Guantanamo 
e CVW-8 p i l o t s  p r i o r  t o  beginning 

the nlormal rou t ine  o f  c y c l i c  f l  ght  operations. The c a r r i e r  qua1 i - 
f i c a t i o n  (CQ) evo lu t ion las ted  n t i l  25 Ju l y  w i t h  the "Sun King's" 
making t h e i r  quals on 23-25 Ju l  . USS NIMITZ anchored i n  Guantanamo 
Bay f o r  two days t o  r e s t  the crew. 
idea l  opportuni ty  f o r  the CVW-8 
E. W. FOOTE was re1 ieved by CDR 

This i n p o r t  per iod served as an 
Change o f  Command ceremony, as CDR 
J . H. FETTERMAN on 26 Ju ly .  



i ved a warm 1 e l  come i n  W i  1 helmshaven on 28 Auqust . 

On 5 September, NIMITZ dro  ped anchor a t  Edinburgh, Scotland f o r  
a three day p o r t  c a l l .  The an horage was located f i t e  mi les f rom the  
F leet  Landing which requ i red t i ps  o f  over one hour on l i b e r t y  boats 
f o r  the crew. A l l  hands were b l e  t o  witness a unique event as Edin- 
burgh was host ing the Braemar ames and the i n t e res t i ng  In te rna t iona l  
Music and Drama Fest iva l .  1 

The German people expressed a 
c r a f t  and the crews aboard. 
o f f  i cia1 s were hosted aboard as 
fo r  f i v e  days, w i t h  over 
tours.  Likewise, the German 
and many o f  NIMITZ' crew o f  over 
i n  German homes. On 3 September, 
aboard NIMITZ w i t h  memoraes o f  
t o  normal operat ions as the Task 
w i t h  Standard Naval Forces, 

- 
great  i n t e r e s t  i n  both the ship, a i r -  

Many West German d i gn i t a r i es  and NATO 
NIMITZ conducted general v i  s i t i n g  

twenty-thousand people coming aboard f o r  
h c s p i t a l i t y  was extended t o  a l l  hands 

fou r  thousand were welcome guests 
the  "Sun Kings" l e f t  W i l  helmshaven 

Germany and her people. It was back 
Group pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  an exerc ise 

A t l an t i c .  

The Task Group par t i c ipa te4  i n  NIMEX on 10-11 September w i t h  u n i t s  
from the Royal Navy, w i t h  the Kings" f l y i n g  i n  support o f  AAWEXs, 
comblat a i r  pa t r o l  (CAP) contro warfare (ASW) 
and an e lec t ron ic  jamming exer During NIMEX, Royal Navy 
a i r c r a f t  cross-decked aboard N witlh CVW-8 dur ing 
some o f  the  operations. 

The Braemar Games are  the dnnual Highlands gathering f o r  the "heavy" 

On 12 September, Nuclear T sk Group '75 v i s i t e d  Portsmouth, England. 
With h i s t o r i c  London on ly  e igh mi les away, many i nd i v i dua l s  took the 
opportuni ty  t o  v i s i t  i t ' s  many For the t h i r d  time, a 
t r u l y  enjoyable and successful 

spor t ing events. "Sun King" 
as hamner throwing, shotput t iny,  
f i e l d  tri a1 s . The Fest iva l  i s 
a t t r ac t i on .  Over one hundred 

On 16 September, the Nucle r Task Group '75 concluded Northern 
European Operations, stemming e s t  f o r  CONUS. An a l e r t  posture was 
maintained throughout the t r a n  it. Ear ly morning on 17 September saw 
NIMlLTZ launch a i r c r a f t ,  contem 1 a t i ng  ove r f l  i gh t s  by Soviet a i r c ra f t ;  i 

spor t ing  fans were t reated t o  such events 
toss ing the caber (a huge log )  and other 

an annual i n te rna t iona l  cu l  t u r a l  
thousand v i s i t o r s  from over f i f t y  nat ions 

witnessed near ly  two hundred p rformances by more than two thousand 
a r t i s t s .  The main performance and a f a v o r i t e  o f  most o f  NIMITZ' crew 
attending, was THE TATTOO, he1 i n  Edinburgh Castle. This was a 
massed assembly o f  m i l i t a r y  ba ds from a l l  par ts  o f  the United Kingdom, 
cons is t ing  o f  the Royal Marine , the Pipes and Drums o f  the Aust ra l ian  
Pol ice ,  the Royal New Zeal and rrny Band and the Beefeaters Band o f  
Canada. This three day v i s i t  assed much too  qu i ck l y  as NIMITZ weigh- 
ed anchor on 8 September. / 



DECLAS!RP 
not  mat r i a l i z e .  The remainder o f  the t r a n s i t  

was u~neventful, and was necessa i l y  u t i l i z e d  f o r  t ra in ing ,  conduct- 
i ng  n~a i  ntenance and performing dmin is t ra t i ve  cunctions . Three "Sun 
King" a i r c r a f t  flew o f f  w i t h  t h  a i r  wing on 23 September. The f ou r t h  
a i r c r a f t  remained aboard due t o  lack o f  supply a v a i l a b i l i t y .  i 

USS NIMITZ a r r i ved  a t  Norfo k, V i r g i n i a  on 24 September. The 
" o f f  load" was completed and t h  remaining personnel were flown back 
t o  NAS Miramar by C-9 t ranspor t  1 t h a t  afternoon and the morning of 25 
September. The "Sun Kings" wer once again un i ted w i t h  f r i ends  and 
fami l i es  a t  t h e i r  new home s t a t  on o f  NAS Miramar. A twenty day stand 
down period ensued which prov id  1 d opportuni ty f o r  leave. 

The month o f  October was u t  l i z e d  t o  prepare f o r  a CVW-8 weapons 
deployment i n  November t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion Roosevel t Roads, Puerto 
Rico. A i r  crews were r e q u a l i f i  1 d a f t e r  at tending Instrument F l i g h t  
Train ing classes and f l i g h t  c re  t r a i n i n g  was aimed a t  rev is ing  
mission techniques t o  be evalua ed during the Roosevelt Roads deploy- 
ment. With the continued empha i s  on t ra in ing ,  many maintenance person- 
nel  were sent t o  per t inen t  supp I rt schools. 

The month o f  November broug t tragedy t o  VAN-116. AJ710 (Bureau 
number 150134), a "Sun King" E- B, had been on a cross-country t r a i n -  
i n g  f l i g h t  t o  NAS Norfol k, V i rg  nia.  On the 2 November r e tu rn  t r i p  
t o  Miramar, a f t e r  stops i n  Clev land, Ohio and Des Moines, Iowa t o  
p ick  up passengers, the a i r c r a f  was enroute t o  O f f u t t  A i r  Force Base, 
Omaha, Nebraska, f o r  a f ue l  s to  1 . Strong head winds had made the f l i g h t  
longer than planned, and a low uel s t a te  was recognized by the crew, 
and con t ro l l i ng  f a c i l i t i e s  were no t i f i ed .  Though given expedit ious 
handling, whi le  on f i n a l  approa 1 h t o  runway twelve a t  O f f u t t ,  both engines 
f l  amned ou t  simultaneously from fue l  starvat ion.  The a i r c r a f t  impact- 
ed the ground three quarters o f  a m i l e  shor t  o f  the runway. The p i l o t  
i n  colmnand, LCDR , encountered serious i n j u r y .  t he  co- 
p i l o t ,  LCDR (R 1 AW-1 l o ) ,  received minor bruises and 
abrasions, and the remaining c r  LCDR  LT  

, and AMS3 uninjured. Although t rag ic ,  
t h i s  (accident could have r e s u l t  and possib ly 
the l(oss o f  l i f e  had the p i l o t  remarkable s k i l l  
i n  co~n t ro l l i ng  the a i r c r a f t  a f t  

An accident inves t iga t ion  b a rd  was convened by RVAW-110 which 
inclulded several key members fr m VAN-116. These men, i n  add i t i on  
t o  the crew involved i n  the accident, were l o s t  t o  the squadron f o r  
the upcoming deployment t o  Roos vel  t Roads, Puerto Rico. B 

The week o f  2-6 November wa occupied w i t h  f i n a l  preparations f o r  
the lengthy deployment and w i t h  matters per ta in ing t o  the a i r c r a f t  
accident. Addi t ional  l y  , major rob1 ems were encountered w i t h  the E-2B 
power lever  mechanism which res k l t e d  i n  an engineering modi f icat ion.  

h s page unc lass i f ied)  I 



Expediant ac t ion  by "Sun King" maintenance personnel, as wel l  as 
Naval A i r  Rework technicians, nabled VAN-116 t o  modify i t ' s  a i r -  
c r a f t  i n  time t o  meet operat io a1 commitments. 

Though a normally adequate supply o f  "high u t i l i z a t i o n ' '  par ts  
were avai lable,  two o f  three E 2Bs encountered f a i l u t e s  o f  normally 
"high re1 i a b i  1 i ty" par ts  (a co kp i  t windscreen and a rudder assembly) i which were not  ava i lab le  loca l1  . The fear  o f  depending on the long 
supply l i n e  f o r  par ts  was rea l i zed  as these two a i r c r a f t  were l o s t  
fo r  (s great  po r t i on  o f  the deployment. 1 

On 6 November, the "Sun Kir 
w i t h  t h e i r  s i s t e r  A i r  Wing EIGHT 
The seventeen day t a c t i c a l  
coordinat ion between the a i r  

Nevertheless, were f lown i n  ten days o f  opera- 
t i o n a l  f l y i ng ,  w i t h  made i n  the fo l lowing areas: 
a i rborne in te rcep t  missle shoots, s t r i k e  
control ,  cont ro l  airborne ea r l y  warning 
(AEW) , of fens ive high-speed SAM-equi pped 
pa t ro l  boats, and VAW-1 16's p r inc ipa l  
contlcibution t o  o f  techniques and 
procedures f o r  event o f  the c a r r i e r ' s  
a i r  t r a f f i c  f a i l u r e s  i n  
c r i t i c a l  recovery s i tua t ions  . ~ 

gs" l e f t  NAS M i  ramar t o  rendezvous 
squadron a t  NAS Roosevel t Roads. 

dep'oyment was meant not  only t o  develop 
wing squadrons, but t o  demonstrate the 

lrhe squadron returned t o  ~ a '  Dieg~o on 23 November t o  enjoy Thanks- 
g iv ing  w i t h  t h e i r  fami l i es  and r iends. The "Sun Kings" began pre- 
parat ions f o r  the upcoming Janu 1 r y  de~ployment aboard the USS NIMITZ 
w i t h  p r i o r i t y  again assigned t o  c a r r i e r  qua1 i f i c a t i o n s  (CQ) . A1 1 
p i l o t s  f lew FCLPS, both day and night ,  i n  ear l y  and mid December, 
Add i t i ona l l y  various systems f l l g h t s  were flown i n  December t o  meet 
requirements f o r  f l i g h t  crew qu l i f i c a t i o n s .  As 1975 ended, the 
Christmas/New Year hol iday pe r i  d presented an opportuni ty for  much 
deserved leave and l i b e r t y .  

f 

usefulness o f  NAS Roosevelt Roa.ds 
Puerto Rico i s  r e l a t i v e l y  f r ee  
(FAA) radar control ,  making the 
ment much more r e a l i s t i c  than 

fo r  future a i r  wing deployments. 
o f  the Federal Av ia t ion Administrat ion 's 

s imulat ion o f  the actual  c a r r i e r  environ- 
i s  possib le a t  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the cont in-  

enta l  United States. ~ 
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COMMAND HISTORY FL IGHT DATA 

LAND 

A i  r c r a f t  Hours P i l o t  Hours F l i g h t s  F i e l d  Landings - FCLP 

Day 947.0 Day 1894.0 Day 331 Day 771 Day 871 
N igh t  178.7 N i g h t  357.4 N igh t  7 7 N igh t  197 N igh t  375 
To ta l  1125.7 To ta l  2251.4 Tota l  408 To ta l  968 To ta l  1246 

SHIP 

A i r c r a f t  Hours - -- P i l o t  Hours F l  i q h t s  _ArreStmentS Rnl - --68- 
N 
00 Day 283.7 Day 567.4 Day 114 Day 145 Day 9 Day 0 

N igh t  105.7 N igh t  211.4 N igh t  73 N igh t  U)l N igh t  20 Nigh t  1 
Tota l  389.4 To ta l  778.8 Tota l  187 To ta l  246 Tota l  29 Tota l  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SHIP and LAND 

F l  i ghts Landings A i r c r a f t  Hours 

Day 
N igh t  
To ta l  

Day 
N igh t  
To ta l  - - -  

Day 
N igh t  
To ta l  - - -  



DECLASSIFIED 



I N  4ONCLUS ION 
I 

lRecollection of 1975 w i l l  nsp i re  a f ee l i ng  o f  much accomplish- 
ment t o  the men of VAW-116. C allenges, unique t o  VAW-116's e i gh t  
year h i s t o r y  were met and deal ! wi th  i n  the t r a d i t i o n a l  "Sun King" 
manner. The t o t a l  operational s h i f t  executed i n  June was a dramatic 
example o f  the squadron's f l  exi lbi  1 i ty and adaptabi 1 i t y  . The f rus t ra-  
t i o n  o f  operat ing w i t h i n  a new lCarr ier /Air  Wing structure,  i n  i t s  
ea r l y  developmental stages, was a su rp r i s ing ly  new and en1 ightening 
experience f o r  a squadron accusltomed t o  the standardization o f  an 
establ ished Car r ie r /A i r  Wing. The t r ag i c  accident i n  November pro- 
duced new awareness o f  the "evelryday operational rout ine.  '' N i  nCBean 
Hundred and Seventy Five was t r b l y  a year o f  rewarding experiences 
and extensive knowledge, gained through the hard work and sac r i f i ces  
of many dedicated ind iv idua ls ,  rea f f i rm ing  a proud "Sun King" her i tage.  
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