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With a year  of unmat 
them, t h e  SUN KINGS of  7 
trelintng program t o  reac 
June deployment t o  West1 
destif ied t o  detach p r io l  
a poskt ive  t r a i n i n g  pros 
of t h e  depar t ing  "seasor 
t o  t h e  new a r r i v a l s .  

During t h e  month of  
ground t r a i n i n g ,  with dz 
s u b j e c t s  a s :  SAR, emergc 
APS-96, Link 11, t h e  All 
a i r c r a f t  systems, and a j  
was m d e  of  t h e  ATDS W e ;  
t h e  Operat ional  F l i g h t  1 
working on crew coordinz 
pil.oti; p rac t i ced  emerger 
Hatring bu t  two a i r c r a f t  
near maintenance personnc 
of twb f l i g h t s  per  day. 
the! SUN KINGS p a r t i c i p a t  
t h e  Et2 r a d a r ' s  a b i l i t y  
cul.arZy small  high speec 
23, and 31 January,  t h e  
and p tosecute  a hydrafoj 
Isl-and t o  San Diego. A- 
were used a s  "scrappers '  
1oc:atgd and success full^ 
r o l e  i n  anti-PT/shippin< 
During t h i s  same time pc 
This e x e r c i s e  s imulated 
t h e  Ec2 and mul t ip le  sul 
engaging s imulated bogic 
while  making maximum use 

WLth t h e  Fal lon pre-  
l a t e  February, and t h e  I 

SUE! K ~ N G S  took t o  t h e  a: 
Betwekn 1 February and : 
f l i g h t s  ( f u l l  f i v e  man ( 

(p i - lo ts  only) were comp: 
l i n k  mnd r a d i o  checks fc 
crcm coordina t ion ,  t a p e  
progrbm) , plus  instrumel 
pil.ots. On Sunday 24 Fe 
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led accomplishments behind 
5-116 began 1974 with a vigorous 
themselves f o r  t h e i r  scheduled . A l l  bu t  e i g h t  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  

:o deployment, n e c e s s i t a t i n g  
nm i n  which t h e  many t a l e n t s  
1 veterans"  would be passed on 

muary emphasis was placed on 
Ly lec tures /d iscuss ions  on such 
:y procedures,  anti-PT t a c t i c s ,  
son T-56 engine,  o t h e r  var ious 
says procedures. Maximum usage 
Ins System Tra iner  (WST) and 
niner (OFT) , with NFO' s/FT I s  

ion and a i r  wing t a c t i c s ,  while 
and instrument  procedures. 

;signed, and t r y i n g  t o  t r a i n  
, f l y i n g  was l i m i t e d  t o  a miximum 
In t h e  l a t t e r  por t ion  of t h e  month, 
1 i n  two e x e r c i s e s ,  which t e s t e d  
I l o c a t e  su r face  u n i t s ,  p a r t i -  
? a t r o l  boats .  On t h e  n igh t s  of  
~ u a d r o n  was tasked t o  l o c a t e  
t r a n s i t i n g  from San Clemente 

's  from VX-4, VA-146, and VA-147 
Each n i g h t  t h e  h y d r a f o i l  was 

?rosecuted,  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  E-2 I s  

? ro tec t ion  of  t h e  t a s k  group. 
iod a SOCAL LINKEX was conducted. 
AAWEX environment, with both 

ace NTDS u n i t s  r epor t ing  and 
, c o n t r o l l i n g  s imulated CAP, 
~f Link 11 and t h e  RF SNIP Net. 

tployment work-ups scheduled f o r  
ze ip t  of a t h i r d  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  
f o r   xim mum NFO t r a i n i n g .  
February a t o t a l  of 16 system 

2w) and 1 3  f r o n t  end f l i g h t s  
ted. These f l i g h t s  cons is ted  of  
USS CONSTELLATION, work on 

ami l i a r i za t ion  ( t h e  l a t e s t  ATDS 
f l i g h t  and FCLP p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  

ruary,  VAW-116's t h r e e  E-2's were 

DECLASSIFIED 



flown t o  NAS Fal lon ,  f o r  t h e  work-ups scheduled t o  
s t a . r t  t h e  next  high winds and 
blowing d u s t  f l i g h t  opera t ions .  
During t h e  s o r t i e s  were flown. 
A l l  b u t  two with t h e  SUN KINGS 
tasked a s  ARTCC i n t e r f a c e .  

w e r e  t h e  simu- 

Op 3 A p r i l  a de tach  n t  of maintenance personnel and 
air'crbw embarked i n  USS ONSTELLATION f o r  a b r i e f  CQ per iod 
and l imi ted  c y c l i c  opera ions .  Operating i n  t h e  SOCAL 
Ops Atea, t h e  SUN KINGS taged t h e  major i ty  of i t s  CQ 
f l i . gh t s  from NORIS, untrl 8 A p r i l  when t h e  a i r c r a f t  and 
ful.1 crews flew aboard f r t h e  l a s t  two days of opera t ions .  
Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  NORIS, t h e  SUN KINGS concluded p repara t ions  
f o r  i t s  Change of Comman \ and on 18 Apr i l  Commander James 
A. MOORE r e l i e v e d  Comman e r  John K .  GARDELLA a s  Commanding 
Of f i ce r .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  ommander Richard B .  MARTIN became 
t h e  SUN KING'S new Execu i v e  Off icer .  

10 March, t h e  squadrc/n rece ived  i t s  long awaited 

OD 1 May, A i r  Wing N NE departed i n  USQ CONSTELLATION 
f o r  i t s  f i n a l  a t  sea  wor -ups and Operat ioqal  Readiness 
Inspect ion  ( O R I )  . Durin t h e  next  23 daysfi  except  f o r  
a b r i e f  4 day NORIS inpo t per iod ,  t h e  SUN KINGS p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  concentrated c y c l i c  o e r a t i o n s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 8 AAWEX1s, 
6 P:OMkREX1 s , 3 NOFUSX's, M I N E X 1  s , 8 ALPHA STRIKES, 
2 I;NOOPEREX1 s , along w i t  1 numerous A I C ,  SSQC, and type  

four th  E-2 and used it t a  
flew d a i l y  FCLP f l i g h t s  
C a r r i e r  Landing Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
p i l o t s  were busy "bouncirg" 
t ra . ted  on crew coordina t ion ,  
c o n t r o l  ( A I C )  i n  t h e  Weapon 
13  March t h e  SUN KINGS 
an amphibious e x e r c i s e ,  
afforded t h e  squadron t h e  
MTDS u n i t ,  a r a r i t y  f o r  a 
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f u l l  advantage a s  t h e  p i l o t s  
to prepare f o r  t h e  upcoming Apr i l  

(CQ) period. While t h e  
, t h e  NFO/FT1 s again concen- 

t a c t i c s ,  and a i r  i n t e r c e p t  
System Tra ine r  (WST). On 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  OPERATION LIMESTONE, 
i n  t h e  Camp Pendleton area .  This 

opportuni ty t o  wark with an 
VAW squadron. 



t r a i n ' n g  f l i g h t s .  The f ' n a l  outcome was a h i g h l y  success- 
ful. 0 k I f o r  a l l ,  with VA -116's score  of  9 .65 being t h e  
s e o o n ~  h ighes t  i n  t h e  A i  Wing. The SUN K NGS perfor -  i 1 mance was s o  except ional  t h a t  Rear Admiral COOGAN personal ly  
con~plimented t h e  SUN K I N  S f o r  a job w e l l  done. 

During t h e  c l o s i n g  d of  May and t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  
weeks of June, t h e  squad observed a pre-deployment 
standdown pe r iod ,  with of  t h e  crew tak ing  leave.  
A t  t h e  same t ime,  e f f o r t s  continued on f i n a l  
p repara t ions  f o r  a r r i v e  deployment. 

The Esyword f o r  t h e  
formal l e c t u r e s  and d i s c  
NAT'OPS procedures,  CVA A i r  Wing t a c t i c s ,  OP 
Plans and Orders,  and Major emphasis was 
placed on a i rcrew a i r c r a f t  mission/ 
type  b r i e f s  The main 
purpose of 
and 

OD 2 1  June t h e  SUN K NGS s a i d  t h e i r  goqd-byes and set 
s a i l  i n  USS CONSTELLATIO , des t ined  f o r  WE~TPAC.  The 
nonl-stop t r a n s i t  was v i a  Hawaii, Gaum, and t h e  San Bernar- 
dino S t r a i g h t s ,  t o  Subic Bay. T r a n s i t  a i r  opera t ions  w e r e  
l i m i t e d  t o  one-half day I ' n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Hawaii (27 June) 
and two launches i n  r e s p  nse  t o  BEAR in tez l igence  
r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  f Wake I s l a n d  on 4 Ju ly .  The 
SUN K ~ N G S  launched i n  t h  e a r l y  morning from an a l e r t  
30 s t a t u s ,  and maintaine FSC a i r c r a f t  a i rborne  f o r  7.7 

On 9 J u l y ,  one day p i o r  t o  t h e  CONSTEIpLATION's 
a r r i v a l  i n  Subic Bay, t h  ee E - 2 ' s  f lew t o  NAS Cubi P t .  
with t h e  A i r  Wing. A s  i t h e  p a s t ,  VAW-1161 was tasked 
with enroute  coord ina t io  of t h e  f ly -o f f .  It i s  t h e  
s tandard  po l i cy  of CW-9 t o  launch an E-2 f i r s t  and 
recover  it l a s t ,  i n  orde t o  provide radar f l i g h t  follow- 
i n g  and t o  a c t  a s  an i n t  r f a c e  between A i r  Wing a i r c r a f t  
and t h e  l o c a l  ARTCC. 

hours. Of p a r t i c u l a r  nohe 
environment" f o r  which t h e  
System de tec ted ,  automati .cally 
BEAR B i r c r a f t  t o  ranges 
E-2. Data l i n k  informati.on 
during- t h e  e n t i r e  evolut ' .on, 
250 mi les ,  no i n t e r c e p t s  

was t h e  c l a s s i c a l  "blue water  
E-2 was designed. The E-2's 

acquired and t racked 6 
i,n excess  of 200 m j l e s  from t h e  

was relayed t o  CONSTELLATION 
b u t  due a minimum CPA of 

were required.  



While i n p o r t  Subic,  
f o r  the  squadron p i l o t s  
s i ~ l c e  t h e  May:?ORI. Dur: 
co~ltiinued t h e i r  ground I 
a i r c r l a f t  systems. One ( 

by a l l  a i rc rew was Jung: 
(JEST1), c o n s i s t i n g  of  ni 
SAli and jungle s u r v i v a l ,  
of  mahy typhoons t o  pla! 
was forced t o  leave  porl 
Returning t o  Subic,  CON! 
supp l i e s  and departed 01 
winds and an almost ope1 
pi l tots ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those 
unciergo a c a r r i e r  requal 
With a l l  p i l o t s  r e q u a l i j  
menced on 25 J u l y ,  with 
Connma~ld and Control ( A N  
Su1:velience Coordinatiol 
major t a s k i n g  throughoul 
were conducted; t h e  f i r :  
a t t acked  a i r c r a f t  procee 
100-1150 m i l e s ,  tu rned  i r  
and atttempted t o  penetrz 
provided AEW coverage a1 
evolu t ion .  The second t 
g iv ing  p o s i t i v e  r ada r  cc 
f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t  
The l a s t  major exe rc i se  
U S S  DECATOR simulated a 
a f t e r  launch, t h e  E-2 1( 
relLayed t h e  information,  
a l e r t  a i r c r a f t  onto t h e  

One a i r c r a f t  was flc 
August, with CONSTELLAT: 
This  i n p o r t  per iod ,  like 
heavy r a i n s ,  t h u s  l i m i t :  

CWSTELLATION go t  UI 

t h a t  had pkagued t h e  in1 
norm with l e s s  than 1 ,0(  
of 1/2 t o  2 miles  i n  tht 
exc:esls of 75 knots.  Th: 
precluded t h e  planned cz 
scheduled f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
subsided and normal cyc: 
August, wi th  VAW-116 agz 

perat ions centere4  around FCLP's 
3ue t o  t h e  lack o$ deck t i m e  
rj t h i s  per iod t h e  NFO/FT'S 
s in ing  with l e c t u  es on var ious  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  evo 9 u t i o n s  enjoyed 
Environment s u r v i v a l  Tra in ing  
3 hours of trainirpg i n  combat 
With t h e  approach of  t h e  f i r s t  

3 t h e  c r u i s e ,  CON~TELLATION 
fo r  one day of typhoon evasion. 
ELLATION f i n i s h e d  loading 
the morning of  23 Ju ly .  Light 
3eck permit ted a l l  t h e  squadron's 
~f bhe o t h e r  squadrons, t o  
f i c a t i o n  period f o r  two days. 
2d, normal c y c l i c  opera t ions  com- 
z e  SUN KINGS tasked wi th  Airborne 
2) and Sur face -Sasur face  
(SSSC), which proved t o  be t h e  
the deployment. Three e x e r c i s e s  
being an AAWEX, i n  which CVW-9 

3d outbound t o  approximately 
~ u n d  a f t e r  they  ceased squawking 
e t h e  CVAJs defenges.  VAW-116 

CAP c o n t r o l  throqghout t h e  
~ r c i s e ,  a MINEX,  saw t h e  squadron 
t r o l  and communications r e l a y  
r a n s i t i n g  t o  t h e i s  drop a rea .  
as an ANTI-SHIPEXd i n  which 
ussian Komar. Wiehin f i v e  minutes 
ated t h e  c l o s i n g  su r face  con tac t ,  
and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  launching 
e l p l e s s  i n t r u d e r .  

n o f f  t o  Cubi on both 4 and 5 
9 e n t e r i n g  p o r t  on t h e  6th.  
the l a s t ,  was accompanied by 
g t h e  squadron t o  four  f l i g h t s .  

erway 15 August i d  t h e  same weather 
r t  per iod.  IFR wgather was t h e  
f o o t  c e i l i n g s  an4 v i s i b i l i t i e s  

t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s  gnd winds i n  
, accompanied by Qeavy s e a s ,  
r i e r  r e f r e s h e r  laddings  
Dur days. The wedther f i n a l l y  
c ops were flown beginning 19 
n being tasked with ABCCC and SSSC. 
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Wtth PAGASA I11 comp ed,  26 August wqs dedicated t o  
a Sa fe ty  Standdown, with 1 ai rcrew a t t e n d i n g  l e c t u r e s  and 
discu$s$bns on NATOPS an a f e t y .  Cycl ic  opera t ions  
fol.loWed t h e  standdown. 28 August t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i l e  
shoot  of t h e  c r u i s e  was ducted,  with t h e  SUN KINGS 
providing range s a n i t a t i  f o r  t h e  F-4 Phantoms. On 
29 August an. E-2 was l a  hed from an a le r t -15  s t a t u s ,  
s i g n a l i n g  t h e  beginning t h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e  e x e r c i s e s  
he ld  t h i s  per iod ,  MULTIP 1-75. Opposit4on fo rces  
included CVW-2, VQ-1, an -6 a i r c r a f t ,  a$ w e l l  a s  o t h e r  
naval su r face  and subsur u n i t s .  VAW-1A6, again wi th  
mul-tiple t a sk ing ,  provid W ,  CAP cont roJ ,  SSSC, r a d i o  
rel.ay and Bingo con t ro l .  doing s o ,  t h e  SUN KINGS 
"bagged" s i x  i n t e r c e p t s  a n i t i z e d  t h e  c a r r i e r  ou t  t o  
125 miles.  Due t o  d i s t a  rom land,  poor weather,  and 
f i e l d  requirements,  VAW- a s  again tasked a s  primary 
c o n t r ~ l  f o r  t h e  A i r  Win o f f  a s  t h e  e x e r c i s e  concluded. 
A i r c r a f t  w e r e  p u t  i n t o  g a s  necessary t o  ensure a 
s taggbred a r r i v a l  a t  Po in t ,  preveriting an over- 
load of t h e  Cubi towe f i e l d  ar res tments  necess i t a t ed  
by t h e  w e t  runways. 

The t h r e e  day period 23-25 
U. S .JPhi l ippine amphibious 
involired, included Ph i l ipp ine  
Naval u n i t s  ( su r face ,  
~ m ~ ~ h i b i o u s  opera t ions  were 
Parlay I s l a n d  with CVW-9 
SUN KKNGS a c t i n g  a s  an AEW 
suppogt and s t r i k e  missiolns 
day AAWEX was included. 
e x e r c i s e  progressed t h a t  
v e r s a t i l i t y ,  would be 
f o r  t h e  crews found 
det.ection, i n t e r c e p t  
r a d i o  r e l ay .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  sun, S ic,  and CONSTELLA$ION remained 
i n  harmony, and a r a i n  e e  i n p o r t  per iod was enjoyed. 
Taking advantage of t h e  a i r  weather, nume$ous Link-11 
t e s t  f l i g h t s  were made an e f f o r t  t o  de f jne  and reso lve  
problwm areas  e f f e c t i n g  ink opera t ion .  With t h e  h e l p  
of US6 CHICAGO and USS RKELEY a c t i n g  a s  N e t  Control 
S t a t i o n  (NCS), doppler r r e c t i o n  c i r c u i t r y  problems 
w e r e  va l ida ted  and eshoot ing progress  was made 
whjich proved most i a l  i n  t h e  upcoming opera t ing  
periods.  

August was devoqed t o  a j o i n t  
exe rc i se ,  PAGAS~A 111. Forces 

Marine u n i t s  p lus  U. S. 
subsurface,  amphibious, and a i r ) .  

conducted a g a i n s t  Northern 
~ r o v i d i n g  a i r  support  and t h e  

platform. While c l o s e  a i r  
were being flown, a f u l l  t h r e e  

I t  became apparent a s  t h e  
t h e  E-2, wi th i t s  inheren t  

a c t i v e  i n  more a r e a s  than t h e  AAWEX, 
themselves tasked wi th  bogie 

cont , rol ,  a i r  c o r r i d o r  c o n t r o l ,  and 

Oh 16 September, CON TELLATION depar tea  t h e  Subic 
f o r  tlwo days of c a r r i e r  anding r e f r e s h e r s ,  followed by 
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cyc!li@ opera t ions  with h 
t h e  c + l l  t o  develope a f 
proldut$ed t h e  CVW-9 Surfa  
encompassed t h r e e  b a s i c  
involved rap id  s a n i t a t i o  
c a r r i e r .  The remaining 
l o c a t i o n  of High I n t e r e s  
of t h e  c a r r i e r .  

O n  18 and 16 Septemb 
s h o r t  n o t i c e  t o  l o c a t e  t 
Sea.rcb was conducted out  
Though t h e  two u n i t s  w e r  
was g8ined and our  i n i t i  
conlposition , deployment, 
were evaluated.  

On 23 September, CON 
where a l l  hands enjoyed 
CONlSTELLATION departed H 
tasked  t o  l o c a t e  and "si 
conbatant.  USS CHICAGO 
and proved t o  be a very 
and t r a c k i n g  range of he 
of t h e  TALOS m i s s i l e  b a t  
sea~rch phase and r a i s e d  
a g a i n s t  a s h i p  of t h i s  c 
maintained by CONSTELLAT 
with t h e  E-2 t h e  only ac 
t h e  search  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  
cor l t ra l led  co-ordinated 

The remainder of t h e  
ancl ifnproving A i r  Wing p 
proved a l l  t h e  hours of 
6 Octbber, CVW-9 a i r c r a f  
a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  v i r t u a l  
Ph i l ipp ine  ADIZ south of 
Luzon. Approximately 30 
r o u t i n e l y  handled by the 
On 7 October, p r i o r  t o  t 
majjor t h r e e  cyc le  AAWEX 
usual  AEW r o l e  along w i t  
Previous maintenance e f f  
was rewarded wi th  consis  
match f i l t e r  t r a c k i n g  of 

~ v y  emphasis on SSSC. Receiving 
l s ib le  SSSC plan ,  VAW-116 
! Survei l lance  Tacnote. It  
!arch p lans ,  t h e  irst of which 
of a 250 mile r ad ius  around t h e  
ro p lans  were designed f o r  
Units ( H I U )  wi th in  400 m i l e s  

., t h e  A i r  Wing was tasked on 
t r a n s i t i n g  Sovie t  H I U ' s .  

:o 300 m i l e s  under E-2 con t ro l .  
n o t  loca ted ,  va luable  t r a i n i n g  
. t h e o r i e s  about search group 
l a p a b i l i t i e s ,  and procedures 

'ELLATION a r r i v e d  i n  Hong Kong, 
wen days of  maximum l i b e r t y .  A s  
~g Kong on 30 September, she was 
:" a simulated h o s t i l e  su r face  
1s assigned a s  t h e  oppos i t ion  
mmidable  opponent^. The search  
r a d a r s ,  coupled with t h e  range 
bries, g r e a t l y  haqpered t h e  
re ques t ion  of  E-21 s u r v i v a b i l i t y  
) a b i l i t y .  To ta l  qMCON was 
)N and CVW-9 seardh a i r c r a f t ,  
.ve e m i t t e r .  Raddr t r a c k i n g  
:-2 loca ted  t h e  ogpos i t ion  and 
: r ikes  a g a i n s t  it. 

k t  s ea  per iod was spent  updating 
~cedures .  The eventua l  outcome 
:aining most wokbhwhile, f o r  on 
t under SUN K I N G  d o n t r o l ,  w e r e  
r every con tac t  wilthin t h e  
-80 OON. l a t i t u d e  and w e s t  of 
:o 40 con tac t s  codld now be 
:-2 i n  one double cycle  f l i g h t s .  
! A i r  Wing f ly-of f  t o  Cubi, a 
1s conducted with VAW-116 i n  h e r  
c o n t r o l  of  one s e c t i o n  of CAP. 
-t on t h e  r ada r  aqd l i n k  systems 
!nt Link-11 operaeion and rada r  
zu l t ip le  non-squavtkers. 



OD 29 October CONSTE up t o  Leyte P i e r ,  
Cubi Po in t  f o r  e i g h t  hou replenishment f o r  
t h e  f i n a l  phase of h e r  d t h e  c ross ing  of t h e  
Equator, a v i s i t  t o  Sing t h e  long a n t i c i p a t e d  
journey t o  t h e  Indian Oc 

  he remainder of Octcber 
with CONSTELLATION enteri .ng 
be forced ou t  two days 
e v a ~ i o n .  She then  returr,ed 
on 16 October f o r  a four  
This t o o  was hampered by 
t o  evade s t i l l  another  
2 1  October, t h e  next  e i g k t  
par ing  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
e f f o r t s  were hampered f o r  
chased CONSTELLATION t o  
weather,  one MISSILEX, 0r.e 
t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  were 

From 29 October t h r o  gh 2 November t h e  s h i p  conducted 
cyc:lic opera t ions  while  nrou9e t o  S i n g a p o ~ e .  With t h e  
exc:eption of FORCE-CAP 1 unched under cont#ol of  CONSTEL- 
LATION, a l l  A i r  Wing a s s  ts  w e r e  dedicated t o  p u t t i n g  t h e  
SSSC Tacnote t o  t h e  t e s t  The ob jec t ive  of t h e  search 
p lan  was t o  l o c a t e ,  iden i f y ,  and t r a c k  (on a cycle  t o  
cycle  b a s i s )  every s u r f a  e v e s s e l  of 1,000 tons  o r  
g r e a t e r  wi th in  250 m i l e s  of  t h e  c a r r i e r .  On 3 November 
CONSTELLATION crossed t h  Equator and t h e  "~o l lywogs"  were 
t r e a t e d  t o  a e n t h u s i a s t i  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Domain of 
Neptunus Rex by t h e  f r u s  y "Shellbacks".  The next  day, 
CONSTELLATION anchored i Singapore harbor ,  s i g n a l i n g  
t h e  beginning of  an e n j o  a b l e  four  day v i s i t  t o  t h e  
"Liion City".  

was a shamble due t o  weather, 
p o r t  on 8 OctoQer only t o  

la . te r  f o r  t h r e e  day4 of typhoon 
f o r  t h r e e  days before  depar t ing  

day per iod  of c y c l i c  opera t ions .  
weather,  a s  it became necessary 

typhoon. Returning t o  Subic on 
days w e r e  t o  be spen t  pre- 

Indian Ocean deployment. Again, 
on t h e  27th,  typhoon ELAINE 

sea  f o r  two days. I n s p i t e  of t h e  
SAMEX, and mul t ip le  SSSC and 

cor.ducted. 

Q f t e r  t h e  luxur ious  
condqcted r o u t i n e  c y c l i c  enroute  t o  t h e  Indian 
Ocean. The primary A i r  was t@ provide 
CONSTELLATION with SSSC t o  256 m i l e s  w i th in  
120 dpgrees e i t h e r  s i d e  and ou t  t o  50 mi les  
behind t h e  t r a c k .  A s  us  was tasked t o  organize ,  
coordina te ,  and c o n t r o l  

k s  CONSTELLATION e n t  r ed  t h e  Arabian Sea on 16 November, 
t h e  f i r s t  pre-MIDLINK PA SEX was conducted, and was designed 
t o  te~st  our  long range s r f a c e  search and an t i - sh ip  s t r i k e  
procedures. Ear ly  on t h  morning of the  16th ,  t h e  E-2 was 
laundhed t o  l o c a t e  t h e  " range" Task Group, l ead  by t h e  
heavy c r u i s e r  HMs BLAKE.,After i e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  on 



On 18 November, CONS ELLATION and A i r  Wing NINE were 
involved i n  an AAWEX w i t  HMS BLAKE, who served a s  t h e  AEW 
coordina tor  and primary AP c o n t r o l l i n g  agency. During 
t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  E-2 w s under t h e  c o n t r o l  of HMS BLAKE, 
provie ing  6.4 hours of W coverage, and was respons ib le  
f o r  over h a l f  of  t h e  d e t  c t i o n s  and i n t e r c e p t s  completed. 
The e x e r c i s e  was a d e f i n ' t e  success  and demonstrated t h e  
e x c e l t e n t  "blue water" W c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  E-2. J 

on s t q t i o n ,  t h e  E-2 w a s  
t h e  Okange Task Group on 
t h e  a i d  o f  two l i n e s  of  
E-i9.6 a i r c r a f t .  The SUN 
"on. tOp" a t  325 m i l e s  from 
about one hour from launch 
continued t h e i r  coverage 
throughout t h e  day as 
by CVW-9 a i r c r a f t .  The 
t h e  Orange Forces,  now 
and t h e  s t r i k e s  continued 

Between 19 and 231No ember, t h e  CENT0 t a s k  fo rce ,  
inc luding  CONSTELLATION, assembled i n  Karachi harbor f o r  
OPElRATION MIbLINK b r i e f i  gs. And while  doing so,  many of 
t h e  ctew enjoyed l i b e r t y  i n  t h i s  new and d i f f e r e n t  por t .  

a b l e  t o  f i x  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
i t s  rada r  and v e r i f i e d  with 

bear ing  provided by A i r  Wing 
KINGS vectored s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  

CONSTELLATION, f o r  a t o t a l  of 
t o  t a r g e t  prosecut ion.  VAW-116 

of  t h e  su r face  and a i r  p i c t u r e  
s i r u l a t e d  ALPHA STRIKES were flown 

following day, t h e  E-2 r e loca ted  
moving i n  two d ispersed  formations,  

f o r  a second day. 

CONSTELLATION commenced two 
days of t h e  c r u i s e .  The 

f i r s t  day ' s  f o r  18 f l y i n g  hours ,  a s i x  
hotlr rest more f l y i n g  hours. This  was 

t h e  CENTO p a r t i c i p a n t s  
and I r a n ) .  CONSTELLATION 

t h e  oppesing 
an AAW posture.  

on depar ture  from 
LLATION would conti.nue 

but a change i n  t a s k i n g  
int.0 t h e  Pers ian  Gulf. 
e a r l y  t h e  morning of  24 
unt . i l  t h e  e a r l y  afternoor.. 
the! Gulf. On t h e  mornins. 
becam t h e  f i r s t  f ixed  
U. S. c a r r i e r  i n  t h e  Pe r s i an  
the! one day of f l i g h t  
t h e  SW KINGS provided 11.. 
fol.lowing, and b u f f e r  
A t  t h e  completion of f l i q h t  
CONST~LLATION l e f t  t h e  
MIDLINK 74 i n  t h e  Arabiar. 

Karachi, it was excepted t h a t  
i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  MIDLINK, 

cln 22  November d i r e c t e d  CONSTELLATION 
Arr iv ing  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Gulf 
E'ovember, CONSTELLATION delayed 

before  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s i t i n g  i n t o  
of  25 November, SUN K I N G  011, 

wing a i r c r a f t  t o  c a t a p u l t  from a 
Gulf i n  26 years!  During 

0pe:rations i n  t h e  Pe r s i an  Gulf,  
0 hours of SSSC, f l i g h t  

warning s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  A i r  Wing. 
opera t ions  t h a t  day, 

Pers ian  Gulf r e  tu rn ing  t o  OPERATION 
Sea. 



Afte r  t h e  completi of a l l  e x e r c i s e  phases of  OPERA- 
T I O N  MIDLINK, a F i r e  P r Demonstration w a s  he ld  on 
29 November by CVW-9. s e r v e r s  p resen t  w e r e  Chief of 
Army E t a f f ,  Pakis tan;  e f  of  Naval S t a f f ,  Pakis tan;  
Connmander i n  Chief ,  I i a l  I r a n i a n  Navy; A i r  Marshall ,  
Royal A i r  Force; and . A t  t h e  conclusion 
of t h e  demonstration, i n a t i n g  a f u l l  day of  s t a t i c  
d i s p l s y s ,  t o u r s ,  b r i e  and s u r f  ace s h i p  demonstrations,  
CONSTIELLATION w a s  s a l  y an over - f l igh t  of F - l l l ' s ,  
B-57's, Vulcans, and n F-4's, providing an 
impressive d i s p l a y  o 

The SUN KINGS quickly  f o  nd t h e  t a s k  group and d i r e c t e d  
c o n t i  uous s t r i k e s  again t it. The U.S .  ~ i r  Force 
latinc ! ed numerous F-111 r a i d s  ou t  of Manroor, Pakis tan ,  
i n  an at tempt  t o  f i n d  
again with HMS BLAKE, 
with an "F-4 escorttt 
F-4, and B-57 Camberra 
fo rce  from I r a n  and Saudi 
SUN KINGS. The exe rc i se  
t h a t  t h e  E-2 i n  a "blue 
a s  ad'vertized. 

On t h e  morning of 10 CONSTELfiATION departed 
Sul3ic f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  s t o p  being San 
Dicsgo, California------ 
was q u i t e  uneventful 
E - 2 ' s  f l y i n g  o f f  on f o r  NAS 
North Is land .  

COKSTELLATION. VAW-116, working 
c h e e r f u l l y  provided ach F-111 

inbcund. A l s o ,  numer +- us  Vulcan, 
m i d  a i r c r a f t  approaching t h e  

Arabia,  w e r e  de tqc ted  by t h e  
dramat ica l ly  demodstrated 

water" environment, performs 

With t h e  completion 
COIJSTELLATION t o  steam t o  
r e t u r n  t o  CONUS. The 
saw no f l i g h t  opera t ions  
E - 2 ' s  on t h e  7 t h  t o  
t o  VAW-115. One of t h e  
flew aboard t h e  morning 
cranad aboard s h o r t l y  
than  same day. The day 
t h e  af f - load  of armament 
supp l i e s  f o r  t h e  r ap id  

Christmas 1974 was 
f o r  a l l  SUN KINGS and 
sharq it toge the r  On 27 December 
a l l  ~ q u a d r o n  t o  t h e  
squadron 

of M I D L I N K ,  it w a s  t i m e  f o r  
Subic and t h e  lohg awaited 

jo~urney between t h e  T . 0 .  and Subic 
except  f o r  t h e  l a w c h i n g  of two 

f a c i l i t a t e  a t r a n s f e r  cbf t w o  a i r c r a f t  
t w o  a i r c r a f t  obtained from VAW-115 
of 8 December and t h e  o t h e r  was 

a f t e r  COE3STELLATION a r r i v e d  l a t t e r  
and a h a l f  i n p o r t  $as used f o r  

and t h e  on-load of  necessary 
t : ransi t  across t h e  P a c i f i c .  
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A s  one r e f l e c t s  back 
of VAW-116 speak f o r  thc 
C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing N I N E ,  c 
connpleted a h ighly  succc 
included providing t h e  L 
i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l ,  f l igk  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  coordinat ic  
c o n t r o l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  havj 
f i x e d  wing a i r c r a f t  t o  1 
i n  26 years .  

E ~ c e l l e n c e  i s  a trac 
t r a d i t i o n  they  w i l l  c a r ]  

ONCLUSION 

n 1974, t h e  accomplishments 
e lves .  A s  a m e y e r  of Attack 
arked i n  USS CON TELLATION, we 
f u l  WESTPAC deplqyment. This  
o s t  i n  a i rborne  d a r l y  warning, 
following, surface-subsurface 
r a d i o  r e l a y ,  and command 
t h e  honor of being t h e  f i r s t  

nch i n  t h e  Gulf of P e r s i a  

ion  with t h e  SUN KINGS---a 
bold ly  i n t o  1975., 


