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The ~ k u a d r o n  

C a r r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  
SIXTEEN (VAW-116) i s  a  f o u r  
E a r l y  Warning Squad ron  
i s t r a t i v e  command of 
Wing V I N E ,  r e p o r t i n g  a l s o  
F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  
PAC), and w i t h i n  t h e  f l e e t  
Nava l  A i r  F o r c e s  P a c i f i c  

Occupying t h e  m a j o r i t  of  t h e  e l e c t r o n i r s  and a c c o u n t -  
i n g  f o r  most  of t h e  $20 ,000 ,000  + c o s t  of  t h e  E-2B i s  
t h e  A t r b o r n e  T a c t i c a l  Dat  System.  T h i s  s y s t e m  i n c l u d e s  
t h e  l @ n g  r a n g e  m i l l i o n  wa t r a d a r ,  IFF  d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  
d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and d i s p l  y  s y s t e m s ,  v o i c e  and d a t a  l i n k  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n e r t i a l -  o p p l e r  n a v i g a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  and i a n  i n f l i g h t  p e r f o r m a n c e  m n i t o r  t e s t  u n i t .  T h i s  h i g h l y  
i n t e g r a t e d  s y s t e m ,  when c o u p l e d  w i t h  a  s k i l l e d  c r ew ,  
becomes i n  e f f e c t  a  c o m p l e t e  a i r b o r n e  C I C  c a p a b l e  of  
o p e r a t i o n a l l y  c o n t r o l l i n g  a n  e n t i r e  s t r i k e  f l i g h t  f rom 
a  cvA u n d e r  a l l  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  I day o r  n i g h t .  

Warning Squadron  O N E  HUNDRED 
p l a n e ,  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  A i r b o r n e  

u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  and admin- 
Commander, A t t a c k  C a r r Y e r  A i r  

t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  Wing, Commander 
Warning Wing P a c i f i c  (COMFITAEWWING- 

s t r u c t u r e  of Commander 
(COMNAVAIRPAC). 

V4W-116 o p e r a t e s  t h e  
" H A W K ~ Y E " ,  which  i s  c a p a b l e  
b a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s .  The E-2B 
f o o t  wing s p a n ,  and we ighs  
a l l y  l o a d e d .  I t ' s  most 
a c t e r i s t i c  a r e  i t s  f o u r  
24 f o o t  d i a m e t e r ,  d i s h - s h a p e d  
above  t h e  f u s e l a g e .  T h i s  
powered a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  
a n t e n a a s .  The i n t e r i o r  of 
s u r i z e d  and i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t h e  f o r w a r d  equ ipment  
m a t i o n  C e n t e r )  compar tmen t ,  
ment .  

f i v e - p l a c e ,  t w i n - t u r b o p r o p  E-2B 
of b o t h  s h o r e  and c a r r i e r  
i s  56 f e e t  l o n g ,  h a s  a n  8 1  

51 ,000  po6nds when o p e r a t i o n -  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  p h y s i c a l  c h a r -  
v e r t i c a l  s t a b i l i z e r s  and i t s  

ro todome mounted 6  f e e t  
ro todome c o n t a i n s  t h e  h i g h  

w a r n i n g  r a d a r  and a s s o c i a t e d  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  f u l l y  p r e s -  

f o u r  s e c t i o n s :  t h e  c o c k p i t ,  
compar tmen t ,  t h e  C I C  (Combat I n f o r -  

and t h e  a f t  equ ipment  compar t -  

d u t y  f s  t o  d i r e c t ,  and m o n i t o r  t h e  A T D S  s y s t e m  
and i s  a s s i g n e d  t h e  f o r  t h e  s u c  

Y 

The crew o f  t h e  E-2B 
o f f i c e r s  and o n e  h i g h l y  
n i c i a n .  Two p i l o t s  a r e  
t a s k s  of e n s u r i n g  t h e  s a f e  
f l i g h t ,  which  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
of t h e  Navy 's  l a r g e s t  
t h r e e  r e m a i n i n g  crewmen 
t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  

. and a f t  i n  t h e  compar tment .  
C I C O  (Combat I n f o r m a t i o n  

c o n s i s t s  of f i v e  m ~ m b e r s .  Four  
t r a i n e d  e n l i s t e d  f l 9 g h t  t e c h -  
u t i l i z e d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  demanding 

and o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  of t h e  
l a u n c h i n g  and r e c o v e r y  of  one  

c a r r i e r  ba sed  a i r c r a f t .  The 
occupy  t h e  C I C  compartment  whe re  

s t a t i o n s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  f o r e  
The s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i s  t h e  

C e n t e r  O f f i c e r )  whose p r i m a r y  



T h i s  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  c  ew, when work ing  as o n e ,  c a n  
p e r f o r m  a  v a r i e t y  of s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  p r o m i n e n t  m i s s i o n s :  

of t h e  a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n .  
( A i r  O o n t r o l  O f f i c e r )  whose 
t a c t i a a l  a i r c r a f t  a s s i g n e d .  
c r ew ,  t h e  f l i g h t  t e c h n i c i a n ,  
f l i g h P  m a i n t e n a n c e  and 
t h a n - - $ i x  t o n s  of e l e c t r o n i c  
He h a s  a  s e c o n d a r y  t a s k  of 
t a c t i c a l  p rob l em s i n c e  h e  
c o n s o l e  a t  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

1, A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  ( t h e  d e t e c t i o n  of unknown 
a i r  c @ n t a c t s  c l o s i n g  

He i s  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  A C O  
d u t y  i s  t h e  c o n t r o l  of 

The f i n a l  member of t h e  
i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n -  

o p e r a t i o n  of a l l  o f  t h e  more 
equ ipment  onboard  t h e  E-2B.  

a s s i s t i n g  t h e  C I C O  w i t h  t h e  
a l s o  h a s  a  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  

2 ,  T a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l .  

3.  S t r i k e  f l i g h t  f o l ~ l o w i n g / c o n t r o l .  

4 .  ~ u r f a c e / s u b s u r f a c ~ e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  c o o i r d i n a t i o n .  

5. H e l i c o p t e r  c o n t r o l l .  

6 ,  A e r i a l  m in ing  c o  t r o l .  n 
7.  T a c t i c a l  r e c o n n a  s a n c e  a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l .  1 
8 .  Seconda ry  a p p r o a d h  c o n t r o l  f o r  c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t .  

9. Communicat ions  r d l a y  ( a u t o m a t i c  and m a n u a l ) .  

10 .  A i r b o r n e  s e a r c h  dnd r e s c u e  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  

1973  marked t h e  s e v e  t h  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  s i n c e  i t s  
commiss ion ing  on 2 0  A p r i  1967 ,  t h a t  VAW-116 h a s  
e x c e l l e d  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  i s a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n s .  



Wath a  y e a r  of unmatc  ed a c c o m p l i s h m e n t $  b e h i n d  them,  
t h e  S q n ' K i n g s  of VAW-116 t a r t e d  1 9 7 3  by s a y i n g  good-byes  
t o  t h 4 i r  l o v e d  o n e s  and o  5 J a n u a r y ,  s e t t i o g  s a i l  a b o a r d  
USS CdNSTELLATION (CVA-64 a s  a  member of  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  
A i r  Wfng N I N E  (CVW-9). 1 

The d a i l y  t r a i n i n g  r o  t i n e  was o n l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
a  o n e  d a y  s t o p - o v e r  i n  P e  r l  H a r b o r ,  H a w a i i  (10  J a n u a r y )  
and  t h e  c a l l  t o  l a u n c h  t h  " R e a d y - a l e r t "  crEw. On 1 6  
J a n u a ~ y  t h e  CONSTELLATION r e c e i v e d  BEAR a c t f v i t y  i n t e l l i -  
g e n c e  w h i c h  was f o l l o w e d  y  " l a u n c h  t h e  E-2". I n  t h e  
e n s u r i n g  s o r t i e s ,  t h e  s h i  was o v e r f l o w n  by s e v e n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  BEAR a i r c r a f t  w i t h  n  a  h a l f  h o u r  o f  e a c h  o t h e r - - -  
w i t h  a l l  b o g i e s  e s c o r t e d  1 y  CVW-9 F - 4 ' s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  
w i t h  f o r m a l  l e c t u r e s  and 
RED THREEIGOT o p e r a t i o n s .  
p r o c e d u r e s  a n a l y z e d  and  
e v e r y o n e  f o r  a n y  i m a g i n a b l e  
t h i s  t i m e  f r a m e ,  t h r e e  of  
b r i e f a n g s  t o  o t h e r  A i r  W i . ~ g  
c o v e r e d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  
E-2B, a n d  how t h e  E-2 c o u l d  
i n  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  
T h e s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  p r o v e d  
i n  g a i n i n g  a n  e a r l y  r a p p o r t  

On 20 J a n u a r y ,  two d a  
a r r i v a l  i n  S u b i c  Bay ,  two 
t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  d e c k  l o a d  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f t c a t i o n s  and  
a l s o  t o  a l l o w  t o  gmin v a l u a b l e  
i n f o r f p a t i o n  COMSEYENTHFLT, a l l  
of w h i c h  w e r e  i n p o r t  

WESTPAC t h e  keywotd was t r a i n i n g ,  
d i s c u s s i o n s  among a l l  a i r c r e w  on 

T h r e a t s  and t a s k s  w e r e  d e f i n e d ,  
c ~ n c e p t s  s t u d i e d  s o  t o  p r e p a r e  

o c c u r r a n c e .  A l s o ,  d u r i n g  
t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  s e n i o r  C I C O ' s  g a v e  

s q u a d r o n s .  T h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and t a s k i n g  o f  t h e  

p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  
o t h e r  s q u a d r o n ' s  m i s s i o n .  

t o  b e  i n v a l u a b l e  a n d  a i d e d  
w i t h  e a c h  s q u a d r o n .  

A f t e r  a  b r i e f  f i v e  d a  s t a y  i n  S u b i c ,  CDNSTELLATION 
d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e  S u b i c  O p e r a t i o n a l  A r e a  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  
of c a r r i e r  q u a l s  a n d  c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s .  W h i l e  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  t h r e e  ( 3 )  c o n c e n t r a t e d  A A W E X ' s  were 
c o n d u c t e d .  The "Sun K i n g s "  w e r e  t a s k e d  a s  b o t h  E a g l e  
( R a i d )  C o n t r o l  and  t h e  AE a i r c r a f t  d u r i n g  t h e s e  ex- 
e r c i s e s .  On 29 J a n u a r y ,  a  N O R E X  was e x e e u t e d  u n d e r  E M C O N  I 
c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  E-2 r u n n i g n  t h e  e x e r c i s e s .  I t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  d e g r a d e d  t o  " n e c e s s a r y "  c l e a r  r a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
when o SAR e n s u r e d  i n v o l v i n g  a n  A-7 e x e r c i s e  a i r c r a f t .  
The SAR c o n t i n u e d  o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  3 0 t h ,  w i t h  A i r  F o r c e ,  
M a r i n e ,  a n d  C u b i  a i r c r a f t  a s s i s t i n g  CONSTELLATION i n  t h e  
s e a r c h  e f f o r t .  The  s e a r c h  was t o  no a v a i l  and Commander 
Tomi W i l k e r s o n ,  t h e  Comma d i n g  O f f i c e r  of VA-147, was l o s t  
w i t h  no  t r a c e  of  d e b r i s ,  R r a d i o  c a l l s ,  o r  emergency  squawks .  



L a t e  on t h e  3 0 t h  o f  J 
t h e  o g e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  and  
n i g h t  o f  3 1  J a n u a r y ,  t h r e  
f i r e  wen t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  E 
c o n f l s c t  , t h e  CONSTELLATI 
w i t h  a n  u n e v e n t f u l  F e b r u a  
was c a l l e d  upon t o  a s s i s t  
"Sun R i n g s "  p r o v i d i n g  a i r  
i n g ,  a n d  a i r b o r n e  command 
c r a f t  e n t e r i n g  Laos  d i d  s 
r i d o r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  
A i r  F o r c e  FAC c o n t r o l  f o r  
~ i n g s "  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  AB 
c r a f t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r r i d o  
v i g i l  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
a r o u n d  N o r t h  and  S o u t h  V i  
a i r  wang a i r c r a f t .  

O n  1 2  F e b r u a r y ,  C O N S T  
u s e d  Uhe t r a n s i t  t i m e  t o  
g r o w i n g  p a t r o l  b o a t  t h r e a  
necessary t o  u p d a t e  t h e  a  
To d o  t h i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
o a e  of  CVW-9's own " I n d i a  
t h r e a u e n i n g  PT b o a t .  One 
C o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  PT; k e e p i  
h e l o  Pnformed of  c l o s i n g  
l o c a t i o n .  A s e c o n d  E-2 w 
c r a f t  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  c l o s  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  mos t  a d v a n t a  
m a i n t a i n i n g  a  s a f e  and  co 

A f t e r  a  t e n  d a y  i n p o r  
p i l o t $  s h a r p e n e d  t h e i r  l a  
b a c k  $0 Yankee S t a t i o n  on 
bombing i n  L a o s  announced 
w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  Y 
t o  t r a i n i n g  and  t o  t h e  s u  
t h e  dg-min ing  o p e r a t i o n s '  
t h e  l a s t  week of  b o t h  FeE 
w a s  on  Yankee s t a t i o n ,  a r  
was s p e n t  a t  a  s t a t i o n  f c  
known a s  N o r t h e r n s t a t i o n )  
t h e  d e - m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  
c o v e r b d  UHF r a d i o  r e l a y  ( 
u n i t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e -  
i n  t h e  G u l f ,  and  f l i g h t  f 

n u a r y  , CONSTELLATION d e p a r t e d  
r r i v e d  on Yankee S t a t i o n  t h e  

d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  V i e t n a m  c e a s e -  
e n  w i t h  t h e  "End" of  t h e  V i e t n a m  
N a n d  CVW-9 were n o t  g r e e t e d  
y .  On 2-11 F e b r u a r y ,  CVW-9 
i n  s t r i k e s  i n  L a o s ,  w i t h  t h e  
o r n e  e a r l y  w a r n i n g ,  f l i g h t  f o l l o w -  
and  c o n t r o l  (ABCCC). A l l  a i r -  

t h r o u g h  o n e  o f  t h e  two c o r -  
a n a n g ,  a n d  t h e n  came u n d e r  
t a r g e t i n g  i n  L a o s .  The "Sun 
C C  e f f o r t  by c o n t r o l l i n g  a i r -  

and  by m a i n t a i n i n g  a  c o n s t a n t  
t r i n g e n t  b o r d e r  r u l e s  i n  e f f e c t  
tnam w e r e  n o t  v i o l a t e d  by 

LLATION t u r n e d  f o r  S u b i c  Bay and  
ood a d v a n t a g e .  Due t o  t h e  

i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  T o n k i n ,  i t  was 
r w i n g ' s  t a c t i c a l  d o c t r i n e .  
,any "KOMAREX' s" was h e l d  w i t h  

Ga l"  h e l o s  p o s i n g  a s  t h e  
E-2 was t a s k e d  a s  E a g l e  
g  t h e  low f l y i n g  (500-1000 f t )  
i r c r a f t  and  o f  t h e  c a r r i e r ' s  
s a s s i g n e d  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a i r -  
ng t h r e a t ,  w i t h  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  
, e o u s  u s e  of  a l l  a s s e t s ,  w h i l e  
r t r o l l e d  e x e r c i s e .  

p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s q u a d r o n  
[ d i n g  s k i l l s  w i t h  FCLP1s,  i t  was 
23  F e b r u a r y .  Wi th  t h e  end o f  

t h i s  s e c o n d  l i n e  p e r i o d ,  
r r c h ,  saw t h e  e m p h a s i s  s h i f t e d  
, p o r t  o f  o p e r a t i o n  "END SWEEP", 
.n t h e  n o r t h e r n  G u l f .  D u r i n g  
- u a r y  and  March ,  t h e  CONSTELLATION 
I t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t i m e  
. t h e r  n o r t h  i n  t h e  Gul f  ( l a t e r  

To t h e  "Sun K i n g s " ,  s u p p o r t f n g  
I r i m a r i l y  mean t  p r o v i d i n g  
lavy B l u e  R e l a y )  b e t w e e n  t h e  
l i n i n g  and  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  u n i t s  
~ l l o w i n g  CVW-9 a i r c r a f t  t o  



Oq 1 A p r i l  CONSTELLAT O N  a g a i n  t u r n e d  f o r  S u b i c  Bay, 
a r r i v 4 n g  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o  t h e  2nd9  T h i s  i n p o r t  p e r i o d ,  
a s  moqt ,  was s p e n t  w i t h  t e  p i l o t s  i n  F C L P ' S  and s e v e r a l  
s y s t e ~  c h e c k  f l i g h t s .  On h i g h l i g h t  t o  n o t e  was t h e  
CONSTBLLATION1s Change of  Command i n  w h i c h  C a p t a i n  
J .  D .  WARD was r e l i e v e d  b  C a p t a i n  P. H .  SPEER. 

a s s u r e  s a f e t y  o f  f l i g h t  
b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  v i o l a t e d .  
CVW-9 e m p h a s i s  was on 
w h i c h  p rompted  d a i l y  t r a i n i n g  

Wi th  a  new Commanding f f i c e r ,  CONSTELL&TION d e p a r t e d  
S u b i c  Bay and  a r r i v e d  on k e e  S t a t i o n  ) o n  k 3  A p r i l .  
Even t ~ h o u g h  t h e  WESTPAC e  h a s i s  had b e e n  s h i f t e d  t o  
t r a i n i n g  e v o l u t i o n s ,  CTF- m a i n t a i n e d  a  c o n s t a n t  v i g i -  
l a n c e  and  s t a t e  of  p r e p a r  n e s s .  D u r i n g  thYs  s h o r t  
l i n e  g e r i o d  t h e  Sun K i n g s  e r e  t h e  s o l e  E-2 s q u a d r o n  
i n  t h e  Gul f  and  c o n t i n u e d  o  p r o v i d e  AEW and  Navy B l u e  
R e l a y .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i  t i m e  f r a m e  t h a t  a  new s e c o n d a r y  
m i s s i o n  b e g a n  t o  grow i n  p o r t a n c e - - - S u r f a c e  S u r v e i l l a n c e .  
I n  t h i s  r o l e ,  t h e  E-2 d e t  t e d  s u r f a c e  c o n t a c t s ,  and  t h e n  
u t i l i 3 i n g  TACAIR a s s e s t s  - 5 ,  A-6, A-7) a s  " s c r a p p e r s " ,  
c o r r e l a t e d  t h e  c o n t a c t s  w h  v i s u a l  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  t h u s  
p r o v i d e d  a  " r e a l - t i m e "  s u  a c e  p i c t u r e .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h i s ,  VAW-116 a t t e m p  d  t o  a s s i s t  CTF-77 i n  a  s t u d y  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t i  s s  of  t h e  E-2 r a d a r  i n  t h e  
d e t e c t i o n  o f  s u r f a c e  t h r  s ,  a  s t u d y  w h i c h  p r o v e d  t h e  
E-2 mos t  u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  a .  The  h i g h l i g h t  of  t h e  l i n e  
p e r i o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  was t h e  u n  K i n g s "  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  ward 
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  r e c i p  t s  of t h e  c o v e t e d  COMNAVAIRPAC 
B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  "E" P e  n t ,  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  l a s t  p e t i t i o n  p e r i o d  e n d i n g  
December 1 9 7 2 .  

and t h a t  n o n e  of  t h e  c e a s e f i r e  
W h i l e  on Yankee S t a t i o n ,  

i m p r o v i n g  i t s  t a c t i c a l  d o c t r i n e ,  
e x e r c i s e s  (AAWExls and  

On t h e  2 5 t h ,  a s  CONST LLATION s t e a m e d  f o r  S u b i c ,  t h e  
"Sun K i n g s "  w e r e  c a l l e d  u  on t o  f l i g h t  f o l l o w  a n d / o r  
c o n t r o l  i n  t h r e e  t a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s ;  a  M I N E R ,  a  m i n i -  
A l p h a  S t r i k e ,  and a  KOMAR 

D u r i n g  t h i s  i n p o r t ,  o  28 A p r i l ,  V A W - 1 1 p  h e l d  i t s  
Change of Command, when C mmander J o h n  K .  GXRDELLA r e l i e v e d  
Commander R o b e r t  L. W A T K I  S  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r .  A t  
t h i s  a i m e ,  Commander Jame A .  MOORE j o i n e d  t h e  " s u n  ~ i n g s "  
a s  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r .  1 

KOMARI~X'S) s t r e s s i n g  A i r  Wing c o - o r d i n a t i o n .  I n  t h e  
m a j o r E t y  o f  t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s ,  
C o n t r o l  and  a s  t h e  AEW 
AEW c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  t a s k  
VAW-116 was s o  e f f i c i e n t  
t h a t  uhey  r e c e i v e d  a  " w e l l  

t h e  E-2 a c t e d  g s  b o t h  E a g l e  
a i r c r a f t ,  w h i l e  s t i l a  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r c e  and Navy B l u e  R e l a y .  
i n  t h e f r  Navy B l u e  Comm R e l a y  

done"  f r o m  CTF-77. 



On 4 May, t h e  CONSTEL 
S t a t i g n ,  a r r i v i n g  on t h e  
t h a t  d a y .  The s q u a d r o n  w 
c o v e r a g e ,  r a d i o  r e l a y ,  £ 1  
R o u t i n e  c y c l i c  o p s  c o n t i n  
p e r i o d  w i t h  i n t r a  and  i n t  
The I n t e r - T a s k  Group AAWE 
non-squawking  r a i d  a i r c r a  
a  t h r e e  h o u r  v u l n e r a b i l i t  
r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f a v o r  u n d e r  
The E - 2 ' s  were u s e d  a s  Ea 
t h e o r y  of  t h e  E-2 ' s  h a v i n  
b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  was o b v i o u  
m a i n t a i n e d  p r i m a r y  c o n t r o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  and y e t  m a i n t  
t i m e .  

On 1 8  May, w h i l e  e n r o  
t e a m  c o n d u c t e d  a  s m o o t h l y  
p r o v i d i n g  f l i g h t  f o l l o w i n  
w i t h  t h e  E-2 p r o v i d i n g  r a  
a l s o  " j u d g e d "  r e a d y  t o  p r  
a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  p e r i o d  
e x e r c i s e  u s i n g  t h r e e  (3)  
~ i n g s "  p r o v i d e d  d e t e c t i o n  
e x e r c i s e  and  d u r i n g  t h e  d  
c i s e  a h u g e  s u c c e s s .  

T h i s  i n p o r t  p e r i o d  i n  
a f t e r  o n e  d a y ,  t h e  CONSTE 
a r r i v + d  i n  Hong Kong. Wh 
w e r e  j o i n e d  by t h e i r  w i v e  
o r  s i q g l e ,  had  a  m a r v e l o u  

The f i f t h  l i n e  p e r i o d  
Mong gong  on 28 May. W i t  
u n d e r w a y ,  t h e  CONSTELLATI 
f o r  P e a c e "  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
f i e l d  g r a d e  o f f i c e r s .  Th 
a r e a  q l e a r a n c e ,  t h e  n a r r a  
s l i d &  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  

Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f ,  t h  
d i g h i f a r i e s  were f l o w n  ba 
p r 6 c e + d e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  Yan 
a n d  became t h e  o n l y  C V A  i 
what  Had become n o r m a l  r a  

ATION a g a i n  d e p a r t e d  f o r  Yankee 
t h  a n d  commencing c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n  
s a g a i n  t a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  AEW 
g h t  f o l l o w i n g ,  and SSSC u p d a t i n g .  
ed t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  l i n e  
r - T a s k  Group AAWET's  i n t e r m i x e d .  

had  USS CORAL SEA p r o v i d i n g  
t a g a i n s t  CONSTELLATION d u r i n g  

p e r i o d ,  and  CONSI'ELLATION 
l i k e  c o n d i t i o n s  two d a y s  l a t e r .  
l e  and AEW/CAP C o n t r o l .  The 

a c c e s s  t o  a n y  CAP s e c t i o n ,  when 
, w h i l e  t h e  s u r f a c e  u n i t s  
, e n a b l e d  t h e  E-2 t o  f u l l y  
i n  Navy B l u e  R e l a y  a t  t h e  same 

t e  t o  S u b i c ,  CONSTELLATION/CVW-9 
e x e c u t e d  NOREX w i t h  t h e  E-2 

and  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  a  MISSLEX 
g e  s a n i t a t i o n .  The  t eam was 
s e c u t e  a  m u l t i p l e  Komar t h r e a t ,  
nded w i t h  a  mos t  s u c c e s s f u l  

11 G ' s  a n d  o n e  ( 1 )  PTF. The Sun 
and  t a c t i c a l  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  
b r i e f ,  CTF-77 t e r m e d  t h e  e x e r -  

S u b i c  was o n e  of t h e  b e s t ,  f o r  
LATION d e p a r t e d  and on 2 1  May 
l e  t h e r e ,  many of  t h e  men 
, and  e v e r y o n e ,  w h e t h e r  m a r r i e d  
s i x  d a y s .  

b e g a n  w i t h  C O N S T E ~ L A T I O N  d e p a r t i n g  
i n  f o u r  h o u r s  a f t w r  g e t t i n g  
NICVW-9 team p u t  B " F i r e  Power 
f o r  s e v e r a l  v i s i t t n g  B r i t i s h  

1 "Sun K i n g s "  p r o v t d e d  a i r b o r n e  
o r  f o r  t h e  a i r  show and  a  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  and  u s e  of t h e  E-2B. 

, d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  v i s i t i n g  
k  t o  Hong Kong, a p d  CONSTELLATION 
.ee  S t a t i o n  t o  r e l d e v e  USS RANGER 
I t h e  G u l f .  The Sbn K i n g s  b e g a n  
. t i n *  r a d i o  r e l a y ,  AEW, SSSC, 



f l i g h t  f o l l o w i n g ,  a n d  e x e  c i s e  c o n t r o l .  A q w e l v e - p l a n e  
max.imqm l a u n c h  p e r  c y c l e  a s  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  $ h e  G u l f  a n d  
g a v e  t h e  "Sun K i n g s "  m o r e  t i m e  f o r  a i r c r e w  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
e x p a r s m e n t a t i o n .  Of p r i m  r y  i n t e r e s t  w e r e  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  " b e s t "  a l t i  u d e  f o r  c o v e r e d  r e l a y  f o r  a 
g i v s n  t i m e  p e r i o d .  From h i s  s t u d y ,  w h i c h  i s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  t h e  " S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s "  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  i t  
b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a  p r  o r i t y  h a d  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  o n e  
t y p e  a f  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  m i s s i o m  w o u l d  b e  a t  
t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  o t h e r  m i  s i o n s .  A l s o ,  d u e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  
l a u n c h e s  a n d  t o  f e w e r  c a r  i e r s  i n  t h e  G u l f ,  f e w e r  s p e c i f i c  
m i s s i o n s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  a n  t h u s  a f f o r d e d  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  
f o r  e x e r c i s e s .  D u r i n g  t h  s l i n e  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  
m a j o r  AAWEX w i t h  USS RANG R, w h i c h  f o u n d  t h e  "Sun K i n g s "  
i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  o f  AEW/CAP C o n t r Q l  a n d  E a g l e  
C o n t r o l .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s v e r a l  s m a l l e r  " s t r i k e s "  o n  
RBD C l O W N  a n d  OSWALD w e r e  c o n d u c t e d .  T h e  o p e r a t i n g  
p e r i o d  e n d e d  w i t h  a n  "Alp  a  S t r i k e "  o n  S c a r b o r o u g h  S h o a l s ,  
w i t ' h  t h e  s t r i k e  g r o u p  und r t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  o n e  E-2 a n d  a 
s e c o n d  E-2 c o n t r o l l i n g  'lo p o s i t i o n "  (HANCOCK F - 8 ' s ) .  One 
h o u r  l a t e r ,  a  t h i r d  "Sun i n g "  l a u n c h e d  t o  a c t  as  r a n g e  
c l e a r a n c e / f l i g h t  f o l l o w i n  f o r  a VF-92 AAMEX. 

W h i l k  e n r o u t e  t o  VAW-116 was  g i v k n  i t s  Command 
i n s p e e t i o n  b y  t h e  T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  e i t h e r  
" o u t s $ a n d i n g 1 '  o r  e v e r y  c a t e g p r y .  T h e  
g r e a t  s u c c e s s  i n  was  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  
many h o u r s  o f  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h s  a n d  
w a s  a  t r i b u t e  

Due t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  
VAW-116 c o n d u c t e d  a  r i g o r o u s  
a i r c r d w  a t  op t imum r e a d i n e s s .  
t h a t  CVW-9 r e c e i v e d  i t s  
w h e r e  t h e  "Sun King"  a i r c r a f t  
c o n d i t i o n .  B e t w e e n  28  Jwre 
t r a i n P n g  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  
p r o v i d i n g  s u r f a c e  a n d  a i r  
VA/VF m i s s i l e  s h o o t s :  a i r  
f l i g h t i  f o l l o w i n g  o f  B I N G O  
c a r r i e r  q u a l s .  A f t e r  a 
b a c k  Co Y a n k e e  S t a t i o n .  
w h a t  h a d  become  r o u t i n e :  
a n d  e x e r c i s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o 2 .  
p e n s i o n  o f  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  
t y p h o o n  ANTTA, w h i c h  f o r c e d  

A f t e r  a s h o r t  t h r e e  d a y  s t a y  i n  S u b i c ,  i t  w a s  o n  t o  
S i n g a p o r e  a n d  s i x  d a y s  o f  f u n  a n d  r e l a x a t i o n  i n  t h e  si ion" 
c i t y .  When CONSTELLATION d e p a r t e d  S i n g a p o r e ,  i t  t o o k  a 
s l i g h t  s o u t h e r n  j o g  a n d  c r o s s e d  t h e  e q u a t o r  i n t o  t h e  
Domain o f  N e p t u n u s  Rex.  h i s  g a v e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  " S h e l l -  
b a c k s "  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  t h e  o v e r  4 , 0 0 0  

R ~ S S I F ~ ~  I 

t h e  i n p o r t  p e r i o d  (14-27  J u n e ) ,  
t r a i n i n g  s c h e d o l e  t o  k e e p  

It  w a s  d u r i n b  t h i s  t i m e  
c ~ r r o s i o n  c o n t r o l  i p s p e c t i o n ,  

were j u d g e d  t o  b e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  
a n d  3 J u l y ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  

i n - t h e  S u b i c  O p a r e a ,  w i t h  VAW-116 
r a n g e  s a n i t a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  
c o n t r o l ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  
a i r c r a f t ;  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

S a f e t y  S t a n d d o w n  o n  4  J u l y ,  i t  was  
A g a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  c p n s i s t e d  o f  
r a d i o  r e l a y ,  AEW, GSSC, A I C ,  

T h e r e  was  a t h r e e  d a y  s u s -  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e b i o d  d u e  t o  

CTF-77 o u t  o f  t h e  G u l f .  



" P o l l y w o g s "  i n t o  " a n c i e n t  

00 1 A u g u s t ,  t h e  squa  
c o n d u a t  n i g h t  FCLP's i n  c  
two j u n i o r  p i l o t s  f o r  n i g  
a r r i v e d  i n  S u b i c  t h e  n e x t  
m o r n i n g  f o r  t h e  S u b i c  ope 
C Q  and  t r a i n i n g .  CONSTEI 
S t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e v e n t h  a 
men t .  T h i s  " l a s t "  l i n e  p 
t y p e  $ r a i n i n g  and p r o v i d i  
f l i g h t  f o l l o w i n g  o f  s p e c i  
and e x e r c i s e  p l a n n i n g ,  cc 
p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t ,  was a n  
d e f e n ~ e  a g a i n s t  a i r b o r n e  
" c l o s e  c o n t r o l  i n t e r c e p t 1 '  
o n  v a r i o u s  CAP s t a t i o n s ,  
t h e  weapon s y s t e m s  of t h e  
a i r c r a f t  was  a s s i g n e d  a  g 
f o r  p r o v i d i n g  v i s u a l  a n d  
s e c t o r  w h i l e  t h e  E-2 and 
i n f o r g a t i o n  v i a  B r o a d c a s t  
d e b r i e f  a f t e r  t h e  e x e r c i s  
r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d  by  b o t h  

0 0  29 A u g u s t ,  CONSTEI 
f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  of  t h e  
o n  t h e  3 0 t h .  T h e  n e x t  t m  
by  t h r e e  d a y s  of t r a i n i n g  
and t h e n  b a c k  t o  S u b i c  f c  
t h r e e  d a y  s t a y  i n  S u b i c ,  
home. W h i l e  e n r o u t e  t o  '4 
t h e  E-2 ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  caE 
J a p a n e s e  A i r  D e f e n s e  Forc  
N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s .  The a1 
i n d l o c t r i n a t i o n  b r i e f ,  s t 2  

f l i g h t  f o r  f o u r  of t h e  Jz 

CDNSTELLATION a r r i v e c  
enjioyed two d a y s  of  l i b e l  
The t r a n s i t  home was ever  
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  upcomir 
s t a n d i n g  of  "Bear  a l e r t s '  
w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e  n o n e .  

On 5 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  COP 
P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  H a w a i i ,  thJ  
t o  p i c k  up s o n s  of  p e r s o ~  
O p e r a t i o n  T I G E R .  The b o j  
on a modern s u p e r - c a r r i e l  
"Sun King" f l i g h t  c r e w s ,  

m y s t e r i e s  of  t h e  d e e p . "  

r o n  p i l o t s  f l e w  i b t o  C u b i  t o  
d e r  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  
t c a r r i e r  q u a l s .  CONSTELLATION 
d a y  and d e p a r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a t i o n a l  a r e a  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  of  
ATION t h e n  p r o c e e f l e d  t o  Yankee 
d  l a s t  l i n e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  d e p l o y -  
r i o d  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  of 
g  AEW, Navy B l u e  R e l a y ,  SSSC, 
1 m i s s i o n s ,  b u f f e r  w a r n i n g  r e l a y ,  
r d i n a t i o n ,  and  c o b t r o l .  Of 
t t e m p t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  A i r  Wing 's  
t t a c k .  I n s t e a d  of  t h e  n o r m a l  
w i t h  s e c t i o n s  of  i n t e r c e p t o r s  
n  e f f o r t  was made t o  m a x i m i z e  
i n d i v i d u a l  a i r c r a f t .  Each 
v e n  s e c t o r  a n d  was r e s p o n s i b l e  
l e c t r o n i c  s u r v e i l l a n c e  i n  h i s  
h e  c a r r i e r  p r o v i d e d  "bogey" 
C o n t r o l  and L i n k  4A. The 

i n d i c a t e d  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
h e  s h i p  and A i r  Ming e l e m e n t s .  

A T I O N  d e p a r t e d  t h e  Gul f  of  T o n k i n  
e p l o y m e n t  and a r r i v e d  i n  S u b i c  

weeks  w e r e  s p e n t  i n p o r t ,  f o l l o w e d  
i n  t h e  S u b i c  o p e r ~ a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  

t h e  l a s t  t i m e .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  
t was o f f  t o  Yokasuka and  t h e n  
k o s u k a ,  VAW-116 d e m o n s t r a t e d  
b i l i t i e s  t o  s i x  members of  t h e  
s ,  a s  d i r e c t e d  by  t h e  C h i e f  of  
-day e v e n t  i n c l u d e d  a n  a i r c r a f t  
i c  d i s p a a y ,  and  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
a n e s e  o f f i c e r s .  

i n  Yokosuka o n  29 S e p t e m b e r  and  
y  b e f o r e  d e p a r t i a g  f o r  CONUS. 
f u l ,  w i t h  t h e  t i a e  b e i n g  s p e n t  
_ a r r i v a l  i n  San D4ego and  t h e  
f o r  p o s s i b l e  o v e r f l i g h t s ,  o f  

TELLATION a g a i n  $ t o p p e d  i n  
t i m e  t o  o f f - l o a d  weapons  a n d  

e l  on COBSTELLATION t e r m e d  
w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e e  wha t  l i f e  

was l i k e .  On 1 0  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  
l e w - o f f  and  l a n d e d  a t  NAS N o r t h  



I s l a n d  t o  b e  g r e e t e d  by f  m i l y ,  f r i e n d s ,  and  w e l l  w i s h e r s .  
T h e  n e x t  d a y  CONSTELLATIO a r r i v e d  a t  N o r t h  I s l a n d  and 
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  "Sun Kings"  were u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  The s q u a d r o n  s ooddown u n t i l  1 6  O c t o b e r  when 
t h e  o f f l o a d  a n d  move b a c k  t o  N A S  N o r t h  I s l a p d  b e g a n .  
D u r i n g  t h i s  week ,  t h e  s q u  d r o n ' s  p o s t  d e p l o y m e n t  c o a r o s i o n  
c o n t r o l  i n s p e c t i o n  was h e  i d ,  and a g a i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  
j u d g e d  t o  b e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  
t h r e e  ( 3 )  of  t h e  f o u r  ( 4 )  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
o t h e r  s q u a d r o n s  who w e r e  n e e d  of  E - 2 ' s .  The r e m a i n d e r  
of  O c t o b e r  and  t h e  f i r s t  of  November encompassed  a  
p o s t  d e p l o y m e n t  

The s t a n d d o w n  p e r i o d  
o f f i c i a l l y  p r e p e n t e d  t h e  

A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y  Award 
by  C a p t a i n  L. S.  F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  
E a r l y  Warning t h ~ e  f i r s t  t i m e  

t h e  award 

7400 Hours .  
i n  e x c e s s  of  

The  r e m a i n d e r  of  1 9 7 3  
s t r e n p o u s  t r a i n i n g  s c h e d u l e  
t h e  C h r i s t m a s / ~ e w  Year  

was s p e n t  p r e p a r i l n g  f o r  t h e  
t o  b e g i n  i n  J a n u a r y  and  

s t a n d d o w n ,  t h u s  c l o s i n g  a n o t h e r  
h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  folr t h e  "Sun K i n g s "  o f  VAW-116. 





1 9 7 3  FLIGH? 

Day C a r r i e r  L a n d i n g  

N i g h t  C a r r i e r  L a n d i r  

Day F i e l d  L a n d i n g s  

N i g h t  F i e l d  L a n d i n g s  

Day FCLP 

N i g h t  FCLP 

-- 
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