
DEPARTMENT O F T H E  N A V Y  
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE ONE F I V E  
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 966014403 In RrnPLV nrnvrnn To: 

3500 
Ser:  C Oc? 
23 FEB 87 

d (UNCLAS UPON REMOVAL OF ENCLIOSURES) 

From: Conmanding O f f i c e r ,  Carrier Airbornb Ear ly  Warning Squadron 115 
To: Chief o f  Naval Operat ions (OP-05~2) 

Subj: C O b W N D  HISTORY (OPNAV 5750.1) 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl: ( 1 )  VAW-115 Monthly Operating/TraiPing r e p o r t  Ser  COO5 11MBR86 
(2)  VAW-115 Monthly Operat ing/Traibing r e p o r t  S e r  COO6 10MAY86 
(3 )  VAW-115 Monthly Operat ing/Traihing r e p o r t  Ser  C035 10JUL86 

- (4)  VAW-115 Monthly Operat ing/Training r e p o r t  S e r  COO9 1OSEP86 
(5 )  VAN-115 Monthly Operating/Trai@ing reporlt Se r  C010 10NOV86 
( 6) VAW-115 Monthly Operat ing/Traihing r e p o r t  Se r  C018 10JAN87 

1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e r ence  ( a ) ,  encposures (1 > through (6)  are 
forwarded and t h e  fol lowing r e p o r t  is  subm8tted, 

2. Nar ra t ive :  January found t h e  L ibe r ty  B e l l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Cope Thunder 
86-4 o u t  o f  NAS Cubi Po in t ,  Ph i l i pp ines .  bile opera t ing  from t h e  f i e l d  and 
USS MIDWAY, a wide range o f  t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e  USAF was accomplished. 
Following a p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Thailand VAW-115 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Team S p i r i t  86 o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  of  South Korea i n  March, Apr i l  Was marked by "Hawkeyen day i n  
Atsugi dur ing  which a formal S i s t e r  Squadr n Agreement was s igned between t h e  
JASDF 601 AEW Squadron and VAW-115. VAW-1 ! 5 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Cope Thunder 86-6 
i n  May, and i n  June supported t h e  USS NEW JERSEY b a t t l e  group i n  t h e  f i r s t  of  
many AAWEX1pr i n  t h e  Sea o f  Japan. I n  Ju ly  t h e  Liber ty  B e l l s  deployed t o  
Kadena AB, e ~ k i n a w a ,  Japan, where they sponsored a two week i n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y  
t r a i n i n g  program, wi th  p a r t i c i p a n t s  from t h e  USAF, USMC and USN. I n  August, 
VAW-115 provided command and c o n t r o l  f o r  a mult i -platform a i r ,  su r f ace  and 
subsurface Harpoon e x e r c i s e ,  employing t h e  USS NEW JERSEY, USS TUNNEY, P-3C1s 
and A-6Ets. Following t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  squadron operated ou t  o f  Atsugi 
suppor t ing  Cope North 86-4, a j o i n t  JASDF, USAF and USN DACT exe rc i s e .  I n  
September VAN-1 15 detached fou r  p i l o t s  t o  h b i  Po in t  f o r  Carrier Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
on USS CARL VINSON, and embarked one a i r c r a f t  on USS RANGER with a f u l l  crew 
and maintenance team t o  suppor t  t h e  RANGER b a t t l e  group 's  Sea o f  Japan t r a n s i t  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Annualex 61G. I n  OctOber t h e  "Liber ty  B e l l s n  s e n t  t e n  
NFO1s t o  NAS Miramar, San Diego f o r  2-way &ink-4 and o t h e r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  
i n  t h e  15F8A s imu la to r  and then on t o  NAS Pal lon  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
i n t e g r a t i o n  of  t h e  new F/A-18 i n t o  CVW-5. This  was t h e  a i rw ing ' s  f i r s t  Fa l lon  
weapons detachment s i n c e  MIDWAY departed CONUS 13 y e a r s  ago. I n  November VAW- 
115 began working up f o r  CQ aboard USS MIDWAY a f t e r  h e r  long EISRA period.  I n  
December, USS MIDWAY with VAW-115 embarked, completed s ea  trials and workups 
t o  and from Sasebo, Japan. 



3. S p e c i a l  Topics:  

a. Commander F rank l in  S. Ach i l l e  r e l i dved  Commander Ronald B. Weber on 6  
January 1987. 

b. On 6  January 1987, Commander Leo F. McGinn assumed h i s  d u t i e s  a s  
Executive Of f i ce r .  

c. During t h e  per iod 17 t o  19 Septembqr VAW-115 scored an o v e r a l l  r a t i n g  
of  ou t s t and ing  on t h e  f i r s t  Command Inspec t ion  t h e  squadron had rece ived  i n  
over  two years .  

d. I n  September VAW-115 publ ished t h e  most comprehensive a n a l y s i s  t o  d a t e  
o f  ALR-73 PDS ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Western Pad i f i c .  This  i n  e f f e c t  r e s t r u c t u r e d  
t h e  e n t i r e  PDS s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E l e c t r o n i c  odder o f  B a t t l e ,  d i r e c t l y  improving 
t h e  Navy's combat read iness .  A s  a  r e s u l t  df  t h i s  work VAW-115 was nominated 
by COMCARGRU FIVE and COMFITAEWWINGPAC f o r  a  u n i t  award i n  E l e c t r o n i c  Warfare 
Excel lence from t h e  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Old Crows. 

e. VAN-115 won t h e  CVW-5 Retent ion Awgrd f o r  t h e  per iod  1  Ju ly  t o  31 
December 1986. COMFITAEWWINGPAC nominated t h e  "Liber ty  B e l l s w  f o r  t h e  
CINCPACFLT Golden Anchor Award. 

f .  Commander Ronald B. Weber rece ived  t h e  Mer i tor ious  Se rv i ce  Medal f o r  
h i s  ou ts tanding  s e r v i c e  as  Commanding Officer of  VAW-115 from August 1985 t o  
January 1987. 

4. For s ta t is t ical  and o t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  see enc losu re s  (1 ) - (6 ) .  

F.S. ACHILLE 


