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A. (U') Cotmnand Organization. 

1. 001IDD.8nding Officer. 
: 

CDR G. A. HARRISON, USN,~1310, 1 January to 
31 December 1979. ~, 

I 

I 

2. Mission. The squadron's primary mission is to provide the 
Officer in Tacti,cal Command (OTC) with irborne Early Warning (AEW) data on 
targets entering the surrounding airspa e, utilizing four E-2B aircraft. An 
Airborne Tactical Data System (ATDS) is incor,orated in the E-2B to accomplish 
this mission. The ATDS is also capable 9f performing many secondary command 
and control functions. 

3. Carrier Airborne Early W ming Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
(VAW-115) was embarked on USS MIDWAY (C -41), homeported at Naval Station, 
Yokosuka, Japan, as part of the Oversea Family Residency Program. 

4. During the year the squa ron reported to Commander, Carrier 
Air Wing FIVE and CoDDDander, Fighter Ai bonte Early Warning Wing, U. S. 
Pacific Fleet. 

5. The standard organizatio al st~cture for VAW aviation commands 
was maintained throughout the year. An average of 25 officers and 128 
enlisted men were assigned. Ten pilots, twelve Naval Flight Officers and five 
F'ight Technijc:ians comprised five airer s for operation of the four E-2B 
aircraft. Tw10 ground maintenance offic rs and one air intelligence officer 
were assigned. 
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B. (C:) Suman of Operatioua. 

1. (C) Qperationa Schedule. 

a. Pi.rat Quarter. 

1 - 10 JAN 
11 - 17 JAN 
18 - 22 JAN 
23 - 24 JAN 
25 - 31 JAN 
1 - 2 FD 
3 - 19 FEB 

20 - 25 l'IB 
26 - 28 PEB 
1 - 17 Mil 

18 - 31 Mil 

Inport Y koaub, JA 
Cyclic eratiJons, enroute Bong Kong 
Inport, ng long 
Enroute ubic Bay, It. P. 
Upkeep, Iuport, Subic Bay, R. P. 
Upkeep, Inport, Subic Bay, R. P. 
MULTI 2-79, Okinawa 
Inport, oltosqka, JA 
!nroute East ¢hina Sea 
Exercia Teaa Spirit, East China Sea 
Inport, 

1

Yokoauka, JA 

b. Second guarter. 

1 - 6 APB. 
7 - 30 APR 

1 - 7 MAY 
8 - 11 MAY 

12 - 31 MAY 
1 - 6 JUN 
7 - 10 JUN 

11 - 13 JUN 
14 - 18 JUN 
18 - 30 JUN 

c. Third Quarter. 

1 - 31 JUL 
1 - 19 AUG 

20 - 30 AUG 
31 MlG 

1 - 2 SEP 
3 SEP 
4 SEP 

S - 8 SEP 
9 - 13 SEP 

14 - 29 SEP 
30 SEP 

I 

Inport, 
1 

Yoltoat11ka, JA 
Indian cean Contingency Operations, 
Gulf of Adeu area (GOA) 
Indian cean Contingency Operations, GOA 
Inport, Moaba$a, Kenya 
Indian cean Contingency Operations, GOA 
Indian cean Contingency Operations, GOA 
Enroute South China Sea 
Inport, Subic Bay, I.. P. 
Cyclic eratlons, Enroute Yok.oauka, JA 
EISRA, nport, Yokosuka, JA 

EISli, nport, Yokoauka, JA 
EISli, nport, Yoltoauka, JA 
Refrea r Operations, Bnroute Hong Kong 
Inport, Hong Xong 
Inport, Hong Kong 
Enrout South China Sea 
Cyclic Opera~ions, South China Sea 
Inport Subi¢ Bay, I.. P. 
Cyclic Operations, Enroute Yokosuka, JA 
am IN P, IW$R, Yokosuka, JA 
Flay Ab ard, It-116, Northern Japan 

l 
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d. 

1 - 7 OCT 
8- 90CT 

10 - 19 OCT 
20 - 25 OCT 
26 - 31 OCT 
1 - 8 NOV 
9 - 12 NOV 

13 - 30 NOV 

1 - 31 DEC 

Cycl c Opetrations, South China Sea 
Inpo t, Subic Bay, R. P. 
Cycl c Operations, Enroute Australia 
Inpo t, Frieemantle, Australia 
Cycl c Operations, Indian Ocean 
Cycl c Operations, Indian Ocean 
Inpo t, Mombasa, Kenya 
Ind n Ocean Contingency Operations, 
Gulf of Oltan Area. (Gonzo Station) 
(Op atioQ&l Collllanders Eval) 
Ind Ocean Contingency Operationa, 
Gul of Oltan Area (Gonzo Station) 

2. (t) Narrative Sumaq. oa ~erciae Te• Spirit 79 in March 
through the 11ec.nd Indian Ocean Coutin ency qperati011a deployment lasting 
through Decelllbet the majority of the • uadron's efforts were directed towards 
early detect:Lon of foreign aircraft at empting unescorted overf ligbta of the 
USS MIDWAY Battle Group. 

a. Pir•t Quarter. 
I 
i 

(l) W.ASEX 1-79: In ibis ~ercise against a five ship SAG, 
the E-2B joiuied With an EA-31 and on a EA-64 to provide initial detection and 
targeting data for an Alpha Strike. A Liberty Bell BAWICEYE provided Strike 
Control and ,llJl over-the-ltorizon target!update resulting in a successful 18 
plan attack. : 

I 
I 
I 

(21 MULTIPLEX 2-79: IA 111Ulti-threat exercise designed to test 
a Carrier Battle Group's ability to defend itself against coordinated surface, 
sub-surface and air attacks. 

1 

I 

(a) WASEX 2-79: ! USS OKLAHOMA CITY was identified by 
SSSC asset and targeted by an E-2B. Al 13 plme strike was vectored in for 
a successful. WJJSEX on the ORANGE Flagapip. 

I 
I 

(b) MISSILEX l-r9: A Liberty Bell HAWKEYE provided 
range clear1LDce and coordination for a drone missilex. A VP-161 F-4J splashed 
the BQM-34 c1n tihe first run. 1 

I 

(c) DACMEX: 1.i~erty Bella provided broadcast control 
and airspac•~ s411itation for a ''Many var Many'' air combat maneuvering exercise 
between CVW-·5 F-4J' a and opposing Navy1 and marine assets from Okinawa. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

QECLASSJ.~'o ...... 
f 

I 
I 

i 
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DEC ·-AS-SIFIED 
(d) BUZZilDEX 1 79: A Liberty Bell BAWlCEYE provided 

range aanitat:iou and safety coordinati for a successful TAI.OS shot from 
the USS OKLAHOMA CITY • I 

I 

(e) WASIX 3-79i• A Liberty Bell BAWICIYI detected a 
"hostile" aul.a~ine when it surf aced to fire 1cruise mis,aile• at the Task GToup. 
An A-6E was ,rectored in for the platfo kill and F-4J's splashed the A-4 
cruise missiles. 1 

I 

(f) EMCOR ll~
1 

IES: During MULTIPLEX, the BKCON 
po•ture of tbe ¢VBG neces•itated 17 I!'! recoveries during a 36 hour continuous 
flying evolut:ioa. OVer 250 aircraft we e vedtored home safely by the Liberty 
Bells, with 1:he largeat night IMCON re very encoapaaaing 22 aircraft. 

(g) AAWEX 1-3/7 : L~berty Bell BAWICIYE'• provided 
AEW/AIC for i~asl Group Defense in thr succ•ssful Anti-Air Warfare exerciaes 
involving 25 raid platforaa. The Libe ty Bells were credited with initial 
track detect:lon on 60% of the 25 raide s, and CAP control splaahdson 40% of 
the raids. J\n l-2B controlled one sec ion of CAP in each AAWEX.. 

(3) TEAM SPIRIT 79: e la~gest coordinated U. S. 1orcea 
annual cOllbat exerci•• in the Pacific eateJt. USAP, USA, and USN units 
combine with So~th Korean Force• to de end S~uth Korea against a multi-threat 
acenerio. The 'l''8k Group Commandet- ua d the HAWQYE extensively for Cmaand 
and Control during the "hot war" phase of this exaTcise. A. "real world" Soviet, 
Chinese, and Vietnamese tensions 110unttd, Saviet surveillance flights transiting 
the area inc'.rea•ed and allowed the Lib rt7 Bells to log multiple intercepts on 
8 Bears and 15 Badgers; average initia detect~on range was 188 NM from the 
Task Group. Experience was also gaine4 drking with MTDS, USAF MPC'a and the 
E-3A AWACS i·n the tactical data system i (TDS) environment. A VAW-115 officer 
was ordered TAD by CTG 77.4 as liaiaonito the USAF E-3A Det during Team Spirit 
79. Thia opportunity facilitatedaa highly successful mission and LINK-11 
interface. , 

b;. Second Quarter. The I entir~ Taak Group was awarded the Navy 
Expeditionary iledal for a short noticef JCS tasked deployment to the Indian 
Ocean, Gulf of Men area. : 

I 
I 

(1) ALPHA STRIICE 1-79~ A Llberty Bell HAWKEYE provided initial 
targeting iD.for!mation and TAR.CAP AAW vtctors during a successful 27 aircraft long 
range (500 111) strike on Diego Garcia.: 

- , I 

I 

(2) SINIEX 1-79: A L~ty Bell HAWKEYE provided range 
coordinatio~L far a successful CVW-5 SI off Diego Garcia. 

I 

(3) AAWEX 4-1/79: Th~ Liberty Bells were credited with 
initial dete~ctton on 60% of the raid a~rcraf1t and 50% of the ap.lashes. 

(4) WAS!X 4-6/79: 
targeting a11d strike control agaiut.;;t 
All targets wete judged "destroyed" w 

I 

I 
I 
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(5) PASSBX 1-79: f.' LibeJjt; Bell ~ provided SSSC/ 
taraeting jEor a WASEX on the Prench vy S~p DUQUBSBE. Debriefs indieated 
the French unit was confused and "de .troyed" by CVW-5 WASEX tactics. 

(6) SPECIAL SSSC 'liAsKINQ: The Liberty Bells were tasked 
with maintalining the daily SSSC plot~of the USSI. MDlSX Task Group aa it tran­
sited the lndian Ocean between 25 Ap il and 2 June. The first and last day­
light evenu were devoted totally to strategic plot updating for "AS". CTG 
70 .1 taske•i CVW-5 aircraft to conduc~ extrttmely long range,. reconnaiasance of 
the MINSK. This was accomplished at \ranges exceeding 700 8 utilizing double 
cycle A-7E'a, A-6E's, and the E-2B. 

(7) UAL WOILD ~
1 

IP'?S: Durina this deployment 45 inter­
cepts were logged with F-4J/A-7E CAP as Liberty Bell BAWICEKE'S detected a 
plethora o:E Soviet MAY and CUB airer t. Detection ranges from. the Task Group 
averaged llB5 NM with fighter join up averaiing 105 NM. 

I 

(8) HISSILEX 2-79~ Succ•ssful range clearance/ADTOCAT from 
KIDSKIN to Mil>WAY STltIICE off Poro Po~nt; dtone was splashed by vr- 151 F-4J'a. 

(J) COPE CBllllY ti79: Tl)e Liberty Bella provided vectors 
for inbound raid aircraft in this au4cesaf~l ADEX with the Japanese Air Self 
Defense Fo:tce on Okinawa. Over one dqzen raid prof ilea were flown by CVW-5 
aircraft. · 

c. Third Quarter. firs~ half of the third quarter waa •pent 
inport aa ·ass MIDWAY coapelted its tend8' Incremental Ship's I.educed Avail­
ability (EISU). A Hong Kong port v sit fci>llowed exte118ive refresher operations 
subsequent to EISBA. A static diapl y and brief iDg for Vice President Mondale 
was conducted during his onboard via t in long Kong. During the 14 to 19 Sep­
teaber inport the squadron received 4 grade of satisfactory on a Co1111U1.D.d In­
spection conducted by COHPITAEWWINGP~, with all aasiat froa COMFAIRWESTPA.C. 
The squadron also completed, during ~is inport, an Integrated Weapon System 
Review (IWSB.) conducted by COMFITA!WWINGPAC, AND a review of the latest ATDS 
tactical prog~am (ASA-27 A, tape 27) • : 

(1) HISSILEX 3-7/t9: Liberty Bell BAWICEYE's provided. range 
sanitation. and coordination aervicesifor four drone exercises off Poro Point. 
Two HAWICE!E'a assisted in an emergen*y divert for one of the F-4J's in a freak 
AIM-7 firin& accident. 

I 

(2) MillX 1~n,:··· :t•• cl .. rance and divert assistance was 
provided O·D a very •*cceasful aining exerclse in Binaga Bay. CVW-5 aining 
aircraft x·eceived a 98% acore on th event:. 

d. Pourth Quarter.. ;nu.a. q~rter was apent e11tirely in the 
Indian Oce~an. The scheduled dapl~~~-wa• extended through. 31 Deceaber by 
JCS contillLgency operations tasking. :USS M[DWAY'a operating station in the 
Northern A~abian Sea, in the vicinity of the Gulf of Oman, was humorously 
named "GollLZO Sta don" by the ship's Ai~ Wing

1

, Carrier Air Wing FIV.. Exercises 

==~:1:~~th 0:: t!~:n Y~v:•:.:ere' [Ci ASS tFn Utto~al (l) 

I 
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Coamander's Evaluation" was conductedlin Noveaber, in lieu of a regular Opera­
tional Readiness Evaluation (ORE); th' squadron received a grade of Outstanding. 

(1) MINIX 2-79: Anqther successful CVW-5 Mining exercise 
with Liberty Bell HAWDYE aircraft prqviding range clearance for Binaga Bay. 

(2) PASSEX 2/79: A 1Liberty Bell HAWDYE provided initial 
detection and over-the-horizon target to WASEX aircraft during an EMCON 
Strike on t'be HMS NOi.FOLK as the Y Task Group transited the Celebes Sea. 

(3) PASSEX 3-4/79:11 0ff the coast of East Africa the Liberty 
Bells contr·olled the SSSC initial det ction effort on three Kenyan PT boats 
attempting to sink MIDWAY. Both ai.ss ons resulted in successful WASEX strikes 
for CVW-5 aircraft. · 

' 

(4) FORTIESS WAIUll~R 1-3/79: The Task Group US-3A vaa utilized 
as a non-sq,·1JAWj.ing hostile on three s parate occasione as it attempted to pene­
trate Task :Poree Defense. Liberty Be 1 crews provided initial detection on each 
exercise at an average of 120 NM and ectored CAP assets for escort well outside 
the simulated cruise missile delivery,envelope. 

I 

(5) MISSILBX 7-8/7i: Liberty Bell BAWUYE' a provided range 
sanitation and coordination for two F 4J launched A(J! drone exercises off Diego 
Garcia. In addition, the HAWKEYE vas,used to clear the area for the first firing 
of CV-4l's BPJ»iS. ' 

(6) "REAL WORLD" : The Gulf of Clllan contingency KODLOC 
has provided ~1.msa A.KW exposure for VAW-115 aircrews as the CVBG was subjected 
to nwnerous oVrfl:Laht surveillance a tempts by Soviet and Third World aircraft. 
Noveaber/Deceml:>er airborne intercepts totalled over 100 against Soviet MA.Y's 
and CUB's, Omani CANBERRA' a and JAGU 's, Pakistani ATLANTIQtJE 'a, and Iranian 
p..;3'C's. Initial detection averaged 2 0 NM from. the CVBG with fighter join up 
averagina 110 NM. The continuous sta e of a Alert "A" and continuous high tempo 
of operations has peaked the Liberty ells in today's A.KW environment. 

c. ~ Special Topica. 

1. (C) Statistics. 

a.(C) Assigned Aircraft. 
! 

Bureau No. 15053 
Bureau No. 15170 
Bureau No. 15170 
Bureau No. 15248 
Bureau No. 15170 
Bureau No. 15248 

01 JAN - 31 DEC 79 
01 JAN - 11 AUG 79 
01 JAN - 26 JUN 79 
01 JAN - 31 DEC 79 
26 JUN - 31 DEC 79 
11 AUG - 31 DEC 19 



r 90Wl1 DIE"IH: 

Total Day Bo rs 
Total Right ours 
Total Day So ties 
Total Right rtie• 
Total Day dings 
Total Night d~s 

(3) Diaellbarked f•ta. 

Total Day Ho'ra 
Total Night urs 
Total Day So tiea 
Total Night orties 
Total Day inga, 
Total Ri&ht andings 

c. (C) MLQion Perforuncef Data. 
I 

(1) Weapon Sy•tefa lleadjiness. 

Total Hiaaio~ Hou~a 
lull Miaaio~ Capable Hours (FMC) 
Full Mia•iODJ Capa~le J'ercent 

(2) Lin-11 Per,rmance. 

Total L~-· 1 Roura 
Total Two-W Hours 
Two-Way Per ent 
Total One-W y Hours 
One-Way Per ent 

I 

(3) Intercept D~ta. 

Total Inter$pta 
LINIC-4A Int rcept• 
Total Air trol Hours 

I 

d. Safety Stat~tic•• 
I 

Aa of 31 De4eaber 1979: 
I 

Total BouraiAccid~t Free 
Total Mont~ Acci4ent Free 
% CY 79 OPSlin "Biue Water" 

I 

e. llecorda Eet$J>liahy. 
I 
I 

1,513 
497 
368 
222 
371 
217 

234 
71 
97 
65 

989 
599 

l,8CU 
1,428 

71% 

1,658 
1,192 

72% 
243 
15% 

949 
209 
640 

13,883 
88 

65% 
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Most Hours Fl~ in One Quarter 
Most Hours Fl~ in a Year: 

I 

f. Tactics Develo*9ent. 

848, 4th Quarter 79 
2,315 1979 

(1) RETURH TO toB.CE: A VA.W-115 officer standardized 
the RTF corridor procedures for CVW-5~curreutly being utilized by the PIIAZ 
unit on Gonzo Station. · 

(2) EMCON ~Y: A VA.W-115 officer revised the EMCON 
RECOVERY TACNO!XE and standardized the1CVW-5 procedure in accordance with the 
E-2B TACMAN. I 

(3) A-71 CAP: ~GllU SEVIN tasked VAW-115 to provide 
a point paper on the utilization of A+7E CORSAIR II aircraft as a Collbat Air 

I 

Patrol Asset. LIBEi.TY !1KLL aircrews •valuated this program daily on "real 
world" intercepts and Fleet AAWEX's 1* the Gulf of Oman area. 

(4) PIP.AZ/CAP 'ULF OF OMAN: A VAW-115 officer originated 
and recommended the Task Force AEW/J.AV posture currently being maintained in 
the Gulf of Om,an during JCS coutingen~y oppratious. The AEW environment in 
this area is complex and demanding du• to georgraphy, multiple airways and 
concentrated sealanea. 

' 

(5) AA.WIX :t· Liberty Bell CICO's are Team Leaders 
on three of the four Battle Group Planning Teams and are responsible for 
researching, constructing, observing .nd evaluating all Task Group AAWEX's. 

(6) Aii. WING rtY-ON'S: VA.W-115 is the CVW-5 designated 
Fly-on coordinator for all Tokyo area: evolutions. The Liberty Bells are tasked 
as Shore-to-Shrip corridor 1110nitor platform in this CD@&ested air traffic en­
viromnent. During CY 79, five Fly-onf s involving over 220 aircraft waee safely 
handled by the Liberty Bells. 

(7) HAWKEYE F.U FLIGHTS: During CY 79, two Flag Officers 
received orientation flights in the E+2B: 

(a) RADM M, S. BOLC<Bm, CCG-3 (Now VADM, DCNO) 

(b) BADM ll~ B. McCLI.NTON, COMNAVSUBl'GID'WESTPAC 

DEl,~'l ' 11 .. . '~ . "' .. · .. ~"""'' 



A. ~aqts. 

l.. Rap Expeditionary Medaf. 
By SBCNAVNOTE 1650 of 2~ Octo~er 1979, VAW-115 was awarded the 

Navy Bxped:l.t:Lonary Medal for Iranian/Jaaen/OCndian Ocean Contingency Operation& 
for the pex~iod 15 April 1979 to 6 June 19791. 

~~. Meritorious Unit eo ... DfiatioB· 

By his letter, serial 1~92 of1 27 December 1979, the Secretary 
of the Navy approved the awardin& of [the ~ritorious Unit Commendation to 
VAW-115 f 01: tbe period 1 July 1977 ta 30 June 1979. 

:~. AEW Excellence Award. 

VAW-115 was the calend~r yea~ 1978 winner of the AEW Excellence 
Award. Th:la waa the first tille the •quadrQii won this coveted award. 

5. Nan Achi.veaent Medal t 

AMCS 
YNC 
lH3 
AMBAN 

6. Good Conduct Medal. 

AMCS 
ADC 
PNl 
AMS 
AT2 
AT2 
AD2 
AT2 

B. Copaendations. 

1. Letters of Comendat1'n· 

AMCS 
ill 
ATl 
PRl 
AT2 
AD3 
AE3 
AD3 
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2. USS MIDWAY Sailor i of th$ Month. 

ADAH -3. Carrier Air Wing fIVE '*ted Man of the Month. 

ADl 
BM3 

4. Carrier Air Win& fIVE Npn-Rated Mp of the Month. 

5. VAW-115 Rated Mani of tl!e Quarter. 
I ' 

6. VAJi-115 Non-lated/ Man 9£ the Quarter. 

7. VAW-115 lated Mer of ttte Month. 

AD3 
ill 
mo 
AMS2 
AME2 
AME2 
AMH3 
AMSl 
ADl 
ATl 
ATl 
PR2 

8. VAW-/15 R.._Batef Man pf the Month. 
c 
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jl)AN 
AD.AN 
ATAN 
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9. Pro's of the Week. 

a. Fraa ~VAIRPAC SAN DIEGO CA 220211Z JUN 79 and 
COMPITAEWWDIGPAC SAN DIEGO CA 051915Z JUN ii9: 

"DUl.IBG A NIGHT ABW MISSION IN THE IHDIAN OCEAN, 
LT AND LT - or VAW-115'S LIBEi.TY BILLS' PISCOVDED THEii. HAWK-
EYE FLAPS STUC~ IN THE 'UP' POSITION. EXTENSIVE TIOOBLESHOOTIJtG BY THE DTIU 
CllW 1AW NA.TOPS, INCLUDING THOllOtJGB DOCSCUSSIONS WITH SHIPBOARD MAINTENANCE P!R.-
SONNEL, FAILED TO RECTIFY THE Cl.ITICAL SITUATION. LTS' AND PU-
PAllD FOR THE INEVITABLE NIGHT, CASE :Ill, FUPS-tJP APPROACH. LT PRACTICED 
TWO APPllOACDS, BOLTDED ON HIS FIRST ATTEMPT, AND THEN PLEW A 'R.AILS PASS' TO 
AN tJNEVENTFOL AUESTKENT. THE ENTIRE EVOLUTION WAS IWIR>LED IN A TBOB.OUGBLY 
PROFESSIONAL MANNER BY ALL INVOLVED AND WAS A TRULY OUTSTANDING DllPLAY OF SUPERB 
AIRMANSBIP BY LT AND LT - WELL DONE." 

b. Froa COMllTAEWW;tNGPAC SAN DIEGO CA 251715Z MAY 79: 

"AN E-2B or VAW-115 WAS ON DBCI'., ENGINIS AND PROPEL­
LBRS TURND'G DI PUPAllATION FOB. LAUNcH. THE All BOSS CAJ.u;n FOi. A 'COBPSMAN 
ON DECK' AND A COIPSMAN IMMEDIATBLY USPONDED. WHILE IWSHDIG POlllARD, mw> 
DOWN BE FAILED TO SU THE 'l'UlUiING E-2B PROPELLB~BB.TY BELL PIOP GUAIDS 
AMS3 , ADJ , AND AD3 ---SIMULTANEOUSLY NOTICED 
THE IMPEMDING IMPACT, AND BEGAN SHOUTING ANt> WAVING THEIR AIMS, BUT AMBAN­
- RAN FOB.WARD, AND GRABBED THE COIPSMAN. INCHES BEFORE BE STEPPED INTO THE 
PROP: FOR THEIR QUICK THINKING AND F~T REACTIONS THESE KEN, IN PAllTICUI.JJt 
AMHAN HAVE BEEN SELECTED CFAWP PROS OF THE WEEK." 

16 Bncloaure (1) 
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