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UNCLAS S IFIED 1 
A. (U) - Command Organization I 

1. CDR R. C. FREDERICKS, USN 1 3 2 0  : 1 January t o  
3 November 1978. 1 

I 
2. CDR G. A. HARRISON, USN, t- 1310: 3 November t o  

31 December 1978. 

3. The squadron's s ion u t i l i z i n g  four E-2B a i r c r a f t  
i s  t o  provide t h e  Off icer  Conrmand (OTC) with Airborne Early 
Warning (AEW) da ta  on t a r g e t s  t h e  surrounding airspace.  An 
Airborne Tac t i ca l  Data System is incorporated i n  t h e  E-2 t o  
accomplish t h i s  mission. I n  ATDS u n i t  is  capable of 
performing ,many secondary functions.  

4. Car r i e r  Airborne Early Wa ing  Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
was embarked on USS MIDWAY (CV-41), h a t  Naval Sta t ion,  Yokosuka, 
Japan, i n  connection with the  Oversea Residency Program. 

5 .  During t h e  year the  squad on reported t o  Commander, Carrier 
A i r  Wing FIVE and COMFITAEWWINGPAC. I 

1 s t r u c t u r e  f o r  VAW av ia t ion  commands 
was maintained by t h e  squadron out  the  year. An average of twenty 
f i v e  (25) o f f i c e r s  and one r t y  s i x  (136) e n l i s t e d  men were 
assigned. 'henty-seven ew personnel (eleven (11) Naval 
Aviators, eleven (11) i c e r s ,  and f i v e  (5) F l igh t  Techidcians) 
comprised f i v e  of four E-2B a i r c r a f t .  Two ground 
Maintenance l igenae  Off icer  were assigned. 

Enclosure (1) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



Summary of Operations - 
1.. (U) Calendar Year 1978 s opera t ional ly  divided i n t o  four 

quar te r s  as follows: 

a .  (C) Period I - rom 1 January t o  31 March t h e  squadron 
was embarked aboard USS MIDWAY (CV 1)  f o r  45 days conducting type 
t r a i n i n g  and pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  two ma o r  d l a e t  exerc ises :  "READEX 1-78" i n  i the  Okinalwa BPAREA and "Team S p i r i t ,  78" itl t h e  Sea of Japan. A t  sea  
opera t ions  h c l u d e d  t h e  successful  k t e r c e p t  and escor t  con t ro l  of 
severa l  ILussian Bear (TU-95) a i r c r a k t  . P i l o t  and aircrew proficiency 
t r a i n i n g  was conducted during t h e  ibpor t  period with a i r c r a f t  basing a t  
NAF Atsugi , Japan. 

b. (C) Period I1 From 1 Apri l  t o  31 June t h e  squadron 
was embarked onboard uss m w A y  (cv 'a 1)  flor 44 days conducting type 
t r a i n i n g  and a mult i tude of f l e e t  ercisles i n  t h e  Subic OPAREA. Seven 
d i f f e r e n t  major AEW exerc ises  were ompleted during t h i s  period culminating 
i n  an Operational Readiness Evaluation =I (ORE) Exercise. The squadron 
received an ad jec t ive  grade of (numerical 96.1) f o r  t h e  
ORE, the  h ighes t  grade assigned 

c. (C) Period I11 1- From 1 Ju ly  t o  12 October the  squadron 
was embarked f o r  54 days onboard U ~ S  MIDqAY i n  the  Sea of Japan, Northern 
Japan, and i n  t h e  Okinawa O P m .  ~ x t r c i s e s  included t h e  normal CV t a ~ k  
group type t r a i n i n g  i n  addi t ion  major two a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  exercise, 
"READEX :L-79" off  aomplex graded evolution,  squadron 
a i r c r a f t  successful ly  missions of AAW (Anti-Air 
Warfare) Coordination, Surveil lance and Control),  
and f l e e t  communications r e l a y  a s  Cormnand and Control platform, as w e l l  
ad contr~ollYng EMCON recover ies  f o  f the  Air Wing. On 1 October, a "real 
world" alert was launched a s  a squ dron E-2 control led  F-14 a i r c r a f t  from 
USS ENTERPRISE on a th ree  f l i g h t s  f Russian Bear su rve i l l ance  mission 
which closed both carriers. 

d. (C) Period IV $ From 1 3  October t o  31 December t h e  
squadron was embarked aboard USS M DWAY f o r  45 days conducting type t r a i n i n g  
i n  the  Subilc and Okinawa OPAREA. e Annual Unit NATOPS Evaluation was 
conducted from 6-11 December and a k assigned grade of "sa t i s fac toryt1  was  
received from t h e  AIRPAC Evaluator$. 

Detai led Schedule / 
I 
I 

Period I: 

01 - 24 J A N  
25 - 27 J A N  

28 JAN 
29 - 31 JAN 

Inpor t  Yokosuka 
R-116 F l t  OPS (Off Tokyo Bay) 
Enroute W-173 (Okinawa) 
W-173 OPS (Okinawa) 



01 - 08 FEE 
09 - 11 FEB 
12 - 17 a B  
18 - 20 FEB 
21 FEB - 01 MAR 
02 - 12 MAR 
13 - 20 MAR 
21 - 31 MAR 
Period 11: 1 

I 
01 - 10 APR 
11 - 16 APR 
17 - 20 APR 
21 - 23 APR 
24 - 26 APR 

27 APR 
28 APR - 02 MAY 
03 - 04 MAY 
05 - 12 MAY 
13 - 16 MAY 
17 - 20 MAX 
21 - 22 MAP 
23 MAY - 12 JUN 
13 - 15 J U N  
16 - 27 JUN 
28 - 30 JUN 

At Sea off Okinawa 
READEX Work-up 
READEX 
Enroute Yokosuka 
Inport Yokosuka 
Refresher OPS, Transit, OPS 
Tsushima Straits 
Exercise Team Spirit, Western 
Sea of Japan 
Inport Yokosuka 

Inport Yokosuka 
Refresher Operations (R-116) 
ASWEX 5-78 
Cyclic Operations, Okinawa 
Exercise Bluesky, Taiwan 
Exercise Newboy, Philippines 
Inport Subic 
CQ , Philippines 
Cyclic Operations, Okinawa 
MULTIPLEX 1-78, Okinawa 
ORE, Okinawa 
Cyclic Operations, Okinawa 
Inport Yokosuka 
CQ Refresher, Northern Japan 
Cyclic Operations, Northern Japan 
Inport Yokosuka 

Period 111: I I 

01 - 17 JUL 
18 - 19 JUL 
20 - 29 JUL 
30 - 31 JUL 
01 - 21 AUG 
22 - 25 AUG 
26 - 29 AUG 
30 - 31 AUG 
01 - 04 SEP 
05 - 07 SEP 
08 - 18 SEP 
19 - 23 SEP 
24 - 30 SEP 
01 - 03 OCT 
04 - 08 OCT 
09 - 12 OCT 

I Inport Yokosuka 
I CQ Refresher, Northern Japan 
I Cyclic Operations, East China Sea 
! Northern Japan 
, 
I Inport Yokosuka 
I 

I CQ Refresher, Northern Japan 
Cyclic Operations 
East China Sea 
Inport Pusan, Korea 
Enroute Yokosuka 
Inport Yokosuka 
Cyclic Operations, Northern Japan 
READEX 1-79 Okinawa/Tsushh Straits 
Cyclic Operations, Northern Japan 
Inport Pusan, Korea 

I Cyclic Operations, Northern Japan 
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Period IV: 

13 OCT - 08 NOV 
09 - 14 NOV 
15 - 19 NOV 

20 - 27 NOV 
28 - 30 NOV 
01 - 06 DEC 
07 - 11 DEC 

12 - 16 DEC 
17 - 21 DEC 

22 - 31 DEC 

Inport Yokosuka 
Cyclic Operations, Northern Japan 
Cyclic Operations, South China 
Sea 
Cyclic Operations, Subic OP- 
Enroute Pattaya Beach, Thailand 
Inport Pattaya Beach, Thailand 
Cyclic Operations, Enroute 
Philippines 
Inport Subic Bay, Philippines 
Cyclic Operations, Enroute 
Yokosulra 
Inport Yokosuka 

3 .  (C) Period I Summary: (1 JAN - 31 MAR 78. me quarter s t a r t ed  
with VAW-118 and USS MIDWAY prepar ng for! and par t ic ipat ing i n  READEX 1-78. $ The exercise was developed t o  inco porate dual CV operations i n  WASEX (War 
A t  Sea), AAWEX (Anti-Air Warfare E e rc i se ) ,  and Power Projector Ashore 
sceneriois. Each cycle the squadro 3 was ttasked with SSSC and CAP (Combat 
Air Patrol)  control  terminating eadh cycle by controll ing an EMCON (Emergency 
Control) recovery f o r  a l l  a i r c r a f t ,  The multi-tasking evolutions once again 
proved the value of e f fec t ive  crew coordination a s  the E-2B Hawkeye assumed 
a mos t  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  the  exercise. The remainder of t h i s  quarter was concluded 
by squadron par t ic ipat ion i n  exerc4ae TEAM SPIRIT 78 off South Korea. 
Squadron a i r c r a f t  provided Strike/$ARCAP (Barrier Combat A i r  Patrol)  control  
during t h i s  j o in t  US/Korean Exe rc i~e .  During TEAM SPIRIT, the E-2, ass is ted 
by a DLG (USS JOUETT), tracked and controlled intercepts  on fourteen Soviet 
Reconnaissance a i r c r a f t .  This "re91 world" evolution enabled our aircrews 
t o  receive outstanding AEW t ra ining and received strong in t e r e s t  from 
Seventh Fleet  level.  

4. (C) Period 11 Summary: ' 1 APR - 30 JUN 78. This quarter s t a r t ed  
with 1nt:enqive FCLP (Field Carrier Landing Practice) a t  NAF Atougi pr ior  t o  
a dedicated four day ca r r i e r  refresher Landing period off Tokyo Bay which 
brought our p i l o t s  "up t o  speed" a f t e r  three weeks inport. Several f l e e t  
t ra ining exercises were conducted n April including three internat ional  t' MWEX eiraluations by Japan, Taiwan, and the Philippines. During these ' I 
exercistss TAW-115 flew AEX/intercdpt control  missions i n  support of CVW-5 
and provided communications re lay and assumed command control  functions 
fo r  the  Task Group. The reminded of the cruise  focused on two major 
exercisces: MULTIPLEX 1-78 and the 1978 Operational Readiness Evaluation. 
In  MULTIPLEX, the E-2 Hawkeye proied again t o  be the  most v i t a l  l i nk  i n  
Airbornle Tact ical  Reporting a s  sqqadron a i rcxaf t  kept the a i r  and surface 
NTDS (N<aval Tact ical  Data System) displays updated f o r  the e n t i r e  Task Group: 
t h i s  allowed ear ly  detection of o@posing forces a s  well  a s  provided excellent 
s t r i k e  control  for  the coordinateQ groups. During the ORE VAW-115 excelled 
i n  every graded phase completing 46 f l i g h t  hours with 100% FSC (Full System 
Capable) a i r c r a f t ,  and over 40 hotjirs of Link 11 NTDS reporting. Maintennnce 
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was judged as outstanding and t$ a i r c r  roduced an  o v e r a l l  o p t r a t ~ o k i h  . - 

test twerage of 90+ on e k .  e aggregate score  of "96.1" assigned 
was ecisily t h e  h ighes t  i n  CVW-5 nd a c r e d i t  t o  a l l  personnel i n  t h e  
command. Following a s h o r t  inpo 7 t perliod, t h e  squadron completed t h e  
quar ter  with two weeks of c y c l i c  operat ions i n  Northern Japan near Misawa 
AB. PI v a r i e t y  of missions were k lown and exce l l en t  weather allowed 
maximum p i l o t  carrier landing trFining.  

5. (C) Period I11 ~urrmrab: 1 JUL - 12 OCT 78. This period was 
highligheed by the  presenta t ion bf t h e  1977 Chief of Naval Operations 
Safety Award t o  VAW-115; RADM W. A. GURECK, Commander, Car r i e r  Group 
SEVEEl presented t h e  award t o  theisquadron on 20 July.  The 12,000+ accident  

o f r e e  f l i g h t  hours covered a seve ty-one month period f o r  VAW-115. A 
shor t  c y c l i c  operat ions period 4 s  accentuated by completion of a successful  
"Fortress Warriorr' (Ilhort n o t i c e  AAWKX) Exercise. Two P-3 a i r c r a f t ,  
s imulat ing Russian "Badgers" were detected by Liber ty  B e l l  Hawkeyes over 
130 m i l e s  from the  Task Force. -4 a i r c r a f t  were vectored f o r  a successful  
in te rcep t .  Following a t h r e e  we I k FCLP bu i ld  up period a t  NAF Atsugi, a 
CV c y c l i c  period commenced i n  t h  East  China Sea. Aircrews pa r t i c ipa ted  
i n  severa l  wing exerc ises  inulud ng a MASEX (Maritime Air Super ior i ty  
Exerci~se) . Again, e a r l y  d e t e c t 1  I n of two P-3's simulating "Badger" a i r c r a f t  
(For t ress  Warrior Exercise) a i rborne  i n t e r c e p t  of t h e  in t ruders  by 
F-4 a i r c r a f t  over one fram t h e  Task Group. On 2 August, 
one of t h e  squadron a i r c r a f t  was  pisplayed a t  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Airshow 
in Sapporo, Japan; t h e  Hawkeye rekeived maximum v i s i b i l i t y  due t o  Japan's 
i n t e r e e t  i n  purchasing E-2 a i r c r a  t i n  t h e  near fu ture .  During t h e  remainder 
of t h e  period the  squadron p a r t i c  E pated i n  exercise "READEX 1-79" which 
was couduated off  Okinawa. The ~ t 2  once again provided expert  AEW, SSSC, 
~ommandlContro1, and communicatiohs r e l a y  se rv ices  allowing the  Task Group 
t o  opera te  i n  s e l e c t i v e  EMCON pos maximum protect ion.  The period 
closed with a f i n a l  emphasis on t Control Program which 
documented over 23,000 manhours dbring 19 78 ; two CBMFAIRWESTPAC Semi-Annual 
Mater ia l  Inspections r e s u l t e d  i n  )utstanding conments and assigned 
rrsatis6actory'r grades t o  re inforcq a f i n e  production e f f o r t .  

6. (C) Period IV 1 3  QCT - 31 DEC 78. This period 
commenced kiith a two day, e FCLP detachment f o r  n ine  squadron 
p i l o t s  . The landings p;ovided- ex e l l e n t  prepara t ion f o r  t h e  c a r r i e r  
r e f resher  p i t i o d  and a long deplo n t  i n t o  t h e  South China Sea. During 
t h e  i n i t i a l  s tages ,  a CV versus  4- exerc i se  was conducted aga ins t  USS 
CONSTELLATION (CV-64); VAW-115 a i  c r a f t  provided t a rge t ing  and vector ing 
information f o r  a CVW-5 S t r i k e  G r  up which successful ly  simulated a missile 
a t t a c k  (agadnst CV-64. CTG 77.4 c f ted t h e  ef fec t iveness  of VAW-115 aircrews 
as t h e  lkey t o  t h e  success of t h e  ercise. After  completing a week of 
c y c l i c  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Subic OP & , USS MIDWAY paid a por t  v i s i t  t o  
Pattaya,Beach, Thailand f o r  a s i x  ,day v f s i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  such por t  c a l l  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of CV-41. Following a/ very successful  por t  call t h e  RVAW-110 
AIRPAC Unit NATOPS Evaluators arrijved t o  administer  the  Annual NATOPS Exams 
and check f l i g h t s .  Squadron a i r c r b s  saored over 3.7 on t h e  exams, consid- 



erably above the  ATRPAC average and a l l  administrat ive work was judged 
tt sat isfactorym,  The squadron compl ted the year with a strong operational 
e f f o r t  and nas  j u s t l y  rewarded by C MNAVAlXF'AC when the  
Ba t t l e  Efficiency 'gW Award was p re  1 ented t o  VAW-115 f o r  outstanding 
professional AEW servgce from 1 ~ u l t  1977 through 31 December 1978. 

C. (C) Special Topics 
I - i 

1,. (C) S t a t i s t i c s  
I 

a. (C) The f o l l 0 w 4 ~  squadron a i r c r a f t  w e r e  assigned: 

b. (C) Performanc Data __4_ 
Day Hours: 
Ni#ht Hours: 
DaJf Sorties:  

a 1  ~ i $ h t  Sor t ies :  
a 1  Day Landings: 
a 1  Night Landings: 

(01 JAN - 24 MAY 78) 
(01 JAN - 27 .TUN 78) 
(01 JAN - 04 OCT 78) 
(01 JAN - 06 SEP 78) 
(24 MAY - 31 DEC 78) 
(27 SUN - 31 DEC 78) 
(06 SEP - 31 DEC 78) 
(04 OCT - 31 DEC 78) 

(a) To a1 Day Hours : ! 317 
(b) To a 1  Ni$ht Hours : 139 
(c) To a 1  Day Sort ies :  

i 
112 

(d) To a 1  Night Sorties:  65 
(e) To a 1  Day Landings: 219 
(f)  To a 1  Night Landings : 54 

(3) Total + l igh t  Hours: 2,253 

c. (C) Mission ~ a t a  

(1) ~ c h i e v k c n t s  i n  Weapons Systems Readiness 

57.3% E::f ~~~Y 60.2% 
Averag Monthly Ut i l i za t ion  e 46.5 h r s  



(2) Ful l  ~ i b s i o n  Capable Hours 

Schedulpd 
Flown 
Pereentege 

(3) Data Li@ Speicifics 

(4) ~ ~ e c i a 1 J  Mies$on Exercises 

Warfare Exercise 

s e  Missile Exercise 

Control Exercise 

d. (C) Combat Fxeicise 8a r t a t i ve  Slmaurry 
I 

I n  t h i s  exercise against  
the  KITTY =WK Task long range (250 mn) night 
s t r i k e  control  fo r  CVW-5 strike a i$craf t  i n  addit ion t o  AEW/CAP Control. 
Continuous mission coverage was  prgvided fo r  seventeen hours. I n i t i a l  
detection of KITTY HAWK Task Group/was provided by a l e r t  E-2 30 minutes 
a f t e r  launch. Subsequent ra ids  d i  abled the enemy before they could mount 
a qignificant threat .  CVW-5 f i gh t  ! rs were vectored by VAWz115 fo r  numerous 
ki;bLs on opposing F-14, A-7, A-6, 8-2 and EP-3 a i r c r a f t .  

I 
I 

I h. 
I 



(2) (c) - 7 8 :  12-17 FEB 78. This exercise 
was developed t o  incorporate dual ope at ions  with WASEX, AAWEX, and 
STRIKE sceneries. Druing a three ay peeiod, VAW-115 was tasked with 
SSSC and CAP Control followed by WCON recoveries a t  the end of each cycle. 
The squadroms SSSC e f f o r t  was the h ins t r l y  of keeping "ASn and CVTG appraised 
of the constantly changing surface Ipicahde. 

(3) (C) E@CIS$ TEAM SPIRIT 78: 13-20 MAY 78. 
VAW-115 provided a l l  SSSC Control fh addation t o  strike/BARCAP control  
during this jo in t  US/KOREAN exercisle. The E-2 i n  conjunction with a DLG 
picket and k-P3/EA-3 a i r c r a f t  was ighly e f fec t ive  and accounted fo r  the  
detection, tracking and intercept  1 f a l l  unidentified a i r c r a f t  beyond the 
normal f ;Leet defensive perimeter. uring Team S p i r i t  the VAW-115/MIDWAY 
Team inttarcepted fourteen (14) Sov ll e t  Reaonnaissance a i r c r a f t .  During 
the most intensive period 13-16 Mar h, V4W-115 flew a t o t a l  of 49.2 hours 
which included 38.4 hours FSC. L i  d 11 cloverage was nearly 100% giving 
a l l  par t ic ipants  access t o  r e a l  timk information. 

(4) (C) E&RcIs~ ASWEX 5-78: 17-20 APR 78 
EX$RCISE BLUESKY: 24-26 APR 78 
- - -  

*IS~ myk: 27 APR 78 

Three major operations were conduct d i n  April  1978 with three d i f fe ren t  
nations: ASWEX 5-78 with the Japane 1 e Maritime Self Defense Force, BBUESKY 
against  the Taiwanese A i r  Defense, land NXiWBOY against  the Philippines A i r  
Defense. In a l l  exercises the E - 2 ~ /  was the primary Command and Control 
f a c i l i t y  and coordinated the en t i re '  exercise. 

(5) (C) ~ I P L F  1-78: 13-16 MAY 78. 
exercise was designed t o  see how we 1 the  CVTG could defend i t s e l f  against  
surface and a i r  units .  The E-2's a i l i t y  t o  provide a complete surface 
picture  t:o "AS" while maintaining e fec t ihe  Command and Control fo r  
coordinat:ed s t r i k e s  against  surface1 threalts was invaluable t o  the Task 
Group during t h i s  exercise. 

(6) (C) OP~ATIO~AL READINESS EVALUATION: 12-20 MAY 78. 
VAW-115 dlemonstrated the capabi l i ty l to  pekform a l l  assigned mislsions during 
the ORB, especially the eff;ctivanibs i n  coordinating &jor a i r  r i n g  

- 

evolutioau. Speci i ical ly ,  the C nd and Control during SSSC, WASEX and 
KOMAREX'EI was judged t o  be outstand '-'I ng. The squadron flew 46.2 hours, a l l  
with 100% d s s i o n  capable a i r c r a f t  tncluding 40.4 hours of Two-Way Link 11. 
The squadlron received an adject ive grade lof outstanding (numerical saore 
96.1) f o r  the  ORE, which was highesb i n  the A i r  Wi~g. 

17 JUN 78. VAW-115 was assigned 
OPCONDUCTOR for  an A i r  i n  an open ocean environment. 
Poor weat:her caused The E-2 
coordinated the  a highly successful 
miss i le  s:hoot . 



i 8 )  (C) E&RCISE~ COPE CHERRY: 21 JUW 78. COPE CHERRY 
w a s  conducted t o  test the  a i r  dcfe se c a d a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Japanese A i r  Self "I Defense l?or&es s t a t ioned  on Okinawa. Thq E-2B was responsible f o r  a l l  
communictstisns between the  Japanese GCI wites, a i r  wing a i r c r a f t ,  and USS 
MIDWAY. 

(9) (C) F O W S S  WARRIOR EXERCISE: 19 JUP 78. Two 
S-3 a i rcraf t :  s imulat ing Badgers were detekted 237 nm from t h e  c a r r i e r  and 
i n t e r c e p t  of both ~ a d ~ e r s  occured lb5  nm from t h e  sh ip  a t  500' a l t i t u d e .  
VAW-115 received s i g n i f i c a n t  p r a i s e  from kXG 77.4 and CTF 77. 

(10) (C) FORTRESS WARRIOR EXERCISE: 25 JUL 78. Two 
P-3 a i r c r a f t  s imulat ing Badgers were detekted 230 nm from the  Task Group. 
Vectors were provided from t h e  E-2 t o  a sec t ion  of F-4 a i r c r a f t  which 
in tercepted t h e  "Badgers" a t  123 urn from the  CV a t  2000' a l t i t u d e .  Again, 
CTG 77.4 and CTF 77 pra ised the  AAW performance of VAW-115. 

(11) (C) WkEX/WEX/AAWEX: 26-29 AUG 78. VAW-115 
aircrews f lawless ly  executed a majok WASEP, MASEX, and AAWEX during t h e  
period 26-29 August. During t h e  WA$EX an F-4 was forced i n t o  a SSSC r o l e .  
Using the  Link 4A, t h e  E-2/F-4 combinatiolp was a b l e  t o  prosecute t a r g e t s  
withntnimum rad io  transmissions. THe MASEX and AAWEX scener ios  wrre high 
densi ty  r a i d s  with mul t ip le  missile de l ive r ies .  The E-2B was a b l e  t o  
accura te ly  t r ack  inbound r a i d s  d a t a  l i n k  the  information t o  "AW" and d i r e c t  
t h e  i n t e r c e p t  of many missile and r4 id  a i $ c r a f t .  

(12) (C) B ~ Z Z A R D ~ X :  25 SEP 78. Several TALOS 
missiles were launched a s  t a r g e t s  f am US$ OKLAHOMA CITY and engaged by 
other  surface  combatants. The E-2B 1 provided range s a f e t y  and miss i lex  
CA.P/SAM Coordination using sea  and a i r  laanched drones as ta rge t s .  

(13) (C) s m :  26-27 PEB 78. VAW-115 was 
assigned on Scene Commander f o r  a two day SINREX conducted by CVW-5 a i r c r a f t  
from USSMMIDWAY and CVW-14 a i r c r a f t  f rom USS ENTERPRISE. Numerous a t  tacks  
were conducted on the  t a rge t8  a sea+going o i l  barge. The e n t i r e  evolution 
was conducted i n  an uneventful,  sa fe ,  and profess ional  manner with t h e  
Liber ty  B e l l s  of VAW-115 providing rlange clearance f o r  a l l  runs. 

(14) (C) W E X  1,r79: 24-30 SEP 78. The scener io  
f o r  READEX was an opposed t r a n s i t  of a geographic "Choke Point" by MIDWAY, 
ENTERPRISE: and t h e i r  t a s k  group aga ips t  orange a i r ,  surface ,  and sub-surface 
forces.  Ill1 u n i t s  remained i n  EMCON A f o r  2 1 /2  days. VAW-115 conducted 
simultaneous missions of AAW, SSSC, $MCON recoveries,  and middle man. 
Despite one of the  worst radar  envirbnments i n  WESTPAC (land drag, maximum 
merchant t . r a f f i c  and f i sh ing  f l e e t  a c t i v i t y )  t h e  orange SAG w a s  i n i t i a l l y  
detected bly CVW-5 a i r c r a f t  under VAW-115 cbntrol .  VAW415 then coordinated 
continuous war-at-sea s t r i k e s  by botb CVW-5 and CVW-14 a f r c r a f t  f o r  12 hours. 

(15) (C) RE)IL WOWD BEAR: 1 OCT 78. A VAW-115 E-2 
and F-14's from CVW-14 launched from a l e r t ' s t a t u s  t o  d e t e c t  and i n t e r c e p t  
th ree  sec t ions  of Bear a i r c r a f t  which closed both MIDWXY and ENTERPRISE: 



10 OCT 78. USS OKLAHOMA CITY,  
simulatirmg a KYNDA class was detected and s t ruck by A-6/A-7 
a i r c r a f t  under VAW-115 control. 

(17) (C) C$/CV E$IcOUNTEREX: 16 NOV 78. USS MIDWAY 
and USS CONSTELUTION conducted a versbs CV exercise on 16 November. 
VAW-115 ~ u c a e s s f u l l y  located and takgeted the CV and simulated Soviet SAG 
even thou.gh no SSSC a s se t s  w e r e  proirided. 

MOV 78. VAW-115 
aircrews controlled (30) d i f fe ren t  "FAKER" 
prof i les .  The E-2B Taiwanese Air 
Defense, USS MIDWAY, 



1. VAW-115 received t h e  Naval Air I Force P a c i f i c  F l e e t  B a t t l e  "E~' Award 
recogniz:ing t h e  b e s t  VAW squadron I n  t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  during an  eighteen 
(18) month competitive period 1 Ju ly  1977 through 31 December 1978. This 
was t h e  t h i r d  "E" award i n  t h e  l a s t  four  competitive periods f o r  the  
Liber ty  Bells, a record unparalled i n  AEN his to ry .  

2. VAW-115 received t h e  1977 Chief of Naval Operations Safety Award i n  
recognit ion f o r  t h e  s i x  years  13,0@0 hour accident  f r e e  record. This i s  
the  second "St' awarded t o  t h e  squadron i n  t h e  last four  years. 

3. NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL 

CDR   f o r  sustained outstanding performance as 
Maintenance Off icer  during 1978. 

4. NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL 

LT    f o r  susta$ned outstanding performance a s  
F i r s t  Lieutenant during 1979. 

Enclosure (1) 




