
VAW-115 
ADM1N:PAO:arr 
5 750 
S e r  C5 
8 March 1 9 7 8  

CONFIDENTIAL (Unclass i f ied  upon re./noval of  enc losure  (1) ) 

From: Combanding O f f i c e r ,  c a r r i e d  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN I 

To: Chief of Naval Operations ~ O P - 0 5 ~ 2 )  

Sub j : Command H i s  t o ry  (OPNAV ~ e ~ t $ r t  5750-1) ; submission of 

Ref : (a )  OPNAVINST 5 750.12B I 

Encl: (1) C a r r i e r  Airborne ~ a r l ~ :  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
Command Hi s to ry  f o r  ~ 4 e n d a r  Year 1977 

(2) Photograph - CDR R. C ,  FREDERICKS 
(3) Change of Command Pamphlet 

1. In. aacordance wi th  re ference  / ( a ) ,  enc losures  ( I ) ,  (2) , and (3) are 
submitted. I 

Copy t o  : 
CINCPACnT 
NAVH1,STCEN (OP-09B9) 

C l a s s i f i e d  by CO, VAW-115 I 
I 

SUBJECT TO GDS OF E.O. 11652 i 
AUTOMATI CALLY DECLASSIFIED 1 
ON 31 DECEMBER 1984 1 
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A. (U) Commantl Organization 

1. CDIX D.  R .  LAYTON, USN, -11310: 1 January t o  15 September 1977 

2. CDIX R. C .  FREDERICKS, USN, y- 1310: 15 September t o  
31 December 19'77. 

3. The squadron's primary missio u t i l i z i n g  four E-2B a i r c r a f t  is  t o  
provide the  0f:Eicsr i n  Tac t i ca l  Command ( TC) with Airborne Early Warning (Am) 
data on t a r g e t s  enter ing the  surrounding irspece.  An Airborne Tac t i ca l  Data 

control  functions.  

I 
System (ATDS) u n i t  is incorporated i n  the  E-2 to  accomplish t h i s  mission. I n  
addit ion,  the  ATDS u n i t  i s  capable of pe forming many secondary command and r 

4. Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warni g Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN was .i embarked on US!; MIDWAY (CV-41), homeported a t  Naval S ta t ion  Yokosuka, Japan, 
i n  connection with the Overseas Family Residency Program. 

5. During the  yea r  the  squadron reported t o  Commander, Carr ier  Air 
Wing FIVE and IXMFITAEWWINGPAC . 

i 
6. The standard organizat ional  f b r  VAW av ia t ion  commands 

w a s  maintained by the  squadron An average of twenty 
f i v e  (25) o f f i c e r s  and one e n l i s t e d  men were 
assigned. Thirty (30) (11) naval av ia to r s ,  
twelve (12) naval  technicians) comprised 
s i x  crews f o r  maintenance o f f i c e r s  
and one Air 
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B. (C) Sumnlary of Operations I 

1. Calendar Year 1977 was sub iv ided  i n t o  fou r  major per iods  as 
fol lows : P 

a. Pe r iod  I - From 1 Janu r y  t o  31 March the  squadron was 
embarked aboard USS MIDWAY (CV-41) con type  t r a i n i n g  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  major f l e e t  exe rc i se s  i n  t he  a r e a s  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Okinawa, 
Hong Kong, 2nd Korea. 

b. Pe r iod  I1 - From 1 A p r i l  t o  30 June t h e  squadron was embarked 
on the  USS MIDWAY (CV-41) u n t i l  4 May. Maintenance and f l i g h t  opera t ions  
were then  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  NAF Atsugi ,  Japan due t o  t he  scheduled drydock 
per iod  f o r  the USS MIDWAY (CV-41). A s e a  opera t ions  wi th  t h e  USS MIDWAY 
(cv-41) inc:Ludcd type t r a i n i n g  a n d ' i n  i e r c e p t  and e s c o r t  con t ro l  of s e v e r a l  
Russian Badger (TU-16) type a i r c r a f t .  1 P i l o t  a i rc rew p ro f i c i ency  t r a i n i n g  
was conducted throughout t h e  i n p o r t  p r i od .  A t  sea a r e a s  of ope ra t ion  were 
Yokosuka, Japan, Subic Bay, R.P., and 1 Korea. 

c. Period 111 - From 1 J l y  t o  30 September t he  squadron opera ted  
from NAF Atsugb, Japan, u n t i l  t h e  re1 a s e  of t h e  USS MIDWAY (CV-41) from 
drydock 26 :September. The r e c e r t i f i c  t i o n  of a i rc rews  began on 1 5  J u l y  wi th  
C a r r i e r  Landing Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  A t  s 1 a ope ra t ing  a r e a s  w e r e  o f f  Yokosuka, 
Japan, Okin<awa, and Subic Bay, R.P. 1 

d. Per iod  I V  - From 1 Oc ober  t o  31 December t he  squadron w a s  
embarked aboard USS MIDWAY (CV-41) co ductimg type t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of f  
Yokosuka, Japan, Subic Bay, R.P., Wes em A u s t r a l i a ,  Pak i s t an ,  I r a n ,  and 
Singapore. Seve ra l  major f l e e t  exe rc  1 s e s ,  i nc lud ing  MIDLINK 77 were scheduled 
wh i l e  ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  Ind ian  Ocean. , 

2. De ta i l ed  Schedule 

0 1  - 11 JAN 
1 2  - 1 4  JAN 
1 5  - 16 JAN 
17 - 22 JAN 
23 - 28 JAN 
29 - 3 1  JAN 
0 1  - 11 FEB 
12 - 1 8  FEB 
19 - 28 FEB 

0 1  - 21 MAR 
22 - 23 MAR 
24 - 31 MAR 

1 Inpor  t Yokosuka 
South of Japan Operations 

~ Okinawa Operat ions 
Ph i l i pp ines  Operat ions 
I n p o r t  Subic Bay 

I Phi l ipp ines  Operations 
I South China Sea Operations 

I n p o r t  Hong Kong 
South China Sea, Okinawa and 

I South of Japan Operations 

I I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
Enroute Tsushima S t r a i t s  
Korean Operating Area 
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Period 11: 

0 1  - 08 APR 
09 - 18 APR 
19 - 25 APR 
26 - 30 APR 
0 1  - 04 MAY 
05 - 31 MAY 
0 1  - 30 JUN 

DECLAS 4 F E D  

Period 111: 

0 1  - 31 JUL 
01 - 07 AUG 
08 - 14 AUG 
15 - 1 7  AUG 
18 - 31 AUG 
0 1  - SEP 
02 - 26 SEP 
27 - 30 SEP 

Period I V :  

0 1  - 03 OCT 
04 - 06 OCT 
07 - 16 OCT 
17 - 22 OCT 
23 - 31 OCT 
0 1  - 07 NOV 
08 - 10 NOV 
1J. - 19 WOV 
20 - 30 NOV 
01 - 03 DEC 
03 - 05 DEC 
OQ - 07 DEC 
08 - 10 DEC 
11 - 1 3  DEC 
1 4  - 15 DEC 
16 - 20 DEC 
17 - 18 DEC 
21 - 31 DEC 

, Korean Operating Area 
I Inpor t  Yokosuka 
I Enroute Subic Bay 

Inpor t  Subic Bay 
Enroute Yokosuka 
NAF Atsugi, Japan 
NAF Atsugi, Japan 

NAF Atsugi, Japan 
NAF Atsugi, Japan 
Enroute Subic Bay 
Inpor t  Subic Bay 
Refresher Training 
Enroute Yokosuka 
Inpor t  Yokosuka 
Enroute Subic Bay 

I 

I Enroute Subic Bay 

I Inpor t  Subic Bay 
Enroute Indian Ocean 

I I npor t  Per th ,  Aust ra l ia  

Enroute Karachi, Pakis tan  
Enroute Karachi, Pakistan 
Inpor t  Karachi, Pakistan 
Operation MIDLINK 
Operation COMPASS 
Operations Indian Ocean 
Operations South China Sea 
Operation MERLION V 

I Inpor t  Singapore 

I Enroute Subic Bay 
I Inpor t  Subic Bay 

\ Enroute Yokosuka 
WASEX 1-78 

I Inpor t  Yokosuka 
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3.  Per iod  I Summary 1 
I 

This  q u a r t e r  s t a r t e d  w i t  VAW-115 and USS MIDWAY prepar ing  f o r  
and par t ic l ipa t ing  i n  READEX 1-77. 4 is e x e r c i s e  included the  e n t i r e  spectrum 
of modern naval  warfare  inc luding  s c  l e  SSSCIWASEX s t r i k e s ,  CV versus  CV 
competit ion (MIDWAY vs  ENTERPRISE) , oordina ted  AAW s t r i k e s ,  CV t a c t i c s  and 
a  SINKEX f i n a l e .  VAW-115 c o n t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  i n  t he  CV versus  CV phase. V W-115 was c r e d i t e d  wi th  i n i t i a l  
de t ec t ion  and s t r i k e  coord ina t ion  w i  h i n  one hour of commencing exe rc i se .  
The squadron was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Nava Sa fe ty  Center  Survey Team i n  I February. The s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of t h e  team i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  VAW-115 had a 
good safet:y program w i t h  s t r o n g  comm nd a t t e n t i o n .  I n  March, VAW-115 
par t ic ipa t :ed  i n  t h e  j o i n t  Korean1U.S . Team S p i r i t  exe rc i se .  This e x e r c i s e  
enabled a i rc rews  t o  perform s e v e r a l  i s s i o n s  such as s t r i k e  con t ro l ,  BARCAP 
con t ro l ,  P'IW a s s i s t a n c e ,  and t h e  p  ea su re  of f l y i n g  RADM SPEER, COMCARGRU 
ONE on a  PIINEX mission. 

I ~ 
4. g e r i o d  I1 Summary ; I I 

I n  Apr i l ,  on Northern D e  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sea of Japan, two 
f l i g h t s  of' two TU-16 Badger a i r c r a f t  i n t e r c e p t e d  by MIDWAY'S F-4's 
under E-2 c o n t r o l  on s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i  The i n t e r c e p t s  w e r e  completed 
a t  ranges i n  excess  of 100 n a u t i c a l  from t h e  t a s k  force .  On May 5 t h ,  
VAW-115 commenced a t h r e e  month shor  assignment i n  Atsugi ,  Japan. 
This w a s  i n  conjunct ion wi th  MIDWAY' drydock pe r iod  s i n c e  
becoming f o m a r d  deployed. The Libe were a b l e  t o  complete MODEL 
I V  program t r a n s i t i o n  during t h e  sho 

5.  Pe r iod  I11 Summary I I 

I 

I n  August, t h e  VAW-115 a  t h e  MIDWAY'S A i m i n g  FIVE 
began a shake down c r u i s e .  A f t e r  a  month l a y  o f f  i t  was once aga in  
t i m e  t o  show t h e  va lue  of a forward c a r r i e r .  Two weeks were 
dedica ted  t o  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  and a i r  wing personnel  i n  
p repa ra t ion  f o r  an upcoming t h r e e  mo Ocean deployment. 

6. P,eriod I V  Summary 
I ~ 
I 

This  per iod  s t a r t e d  w i t h  -115 enroute  t o  t h e  Ind ian  Ocean 
f o r  a n  extended a t  s e a  per iod .  I n i t  po r t i ons  of t h i s  pe r iod  were devoted 
t o  p repa ra t ion  f o r  Exerc ise  MIDLINK onducted wi th  USAF, Royal I r a n i a n  
A i r  Force and RAF a i r c r a f t .  During INK,  CTG 77.4 c r e d i t e d  t h e  L ibe r ty  
Bells wi th  d e t e c t i o n  of one hundred een r a i d  a i r c r a f t  i n  a  t h r e e  day 
per iod .  V'AW-115 was a b l e  t o  v e c t o r  a i r c r a f t  t o  i n t e r c e p t  and des t roy  
747 and 707 tankers  dur ing  tanking t i o n s .  The E-2 a l s o  played a  v i t a l  
r o l e  i n  s u c c e s s f u l  War a t  Sea e f f o r  On t h e  f i n a l  day of MIDLINK, f o r t y  
p l u s  a i r c r a f t  performed an impress i  r show n e a r  Bandar Abbas, I r a n ,  
wi th  L i b e r t y  B e l l  a i r c r a f t  e x e r c i s  s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  of a l l  a i r c r a f t .  
COMPASS 77 involved s u r f  ace u n i t s  of  USN, Royal Navy and t h e  Royal Aus t r a l i an  
Navy. During t h e  engagement phase o  t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  SSSC a s s e t s  under E-2 
c o n t r o l  l o c a t e d  t h e  orange s u r f a c e  f  r c e  w i t h i n  one hour of commencing I 
e x e r c i s e  a t  300 n a u t i c a l  mi les .  On $5 November, two Bear a i r c r a f t  were 



in tercepted by F-4s and under con t ro l  from the  task force .  VAW-115 
concluded it 's Indian Ocean ~ 9 t h  WASEX 1-78, during which 
MIDWAY and i t ' s  Task Group HAWK and escor ts .  The Liber ty  
Be l l s  were responsible f o r  of and successful  con t ro l  of 
a l l  s t r i k e s  aga ins t  KITTY flew 629 hours t h i s  period 
with an a l l  t i m e  high of 
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i DECLASSIFIED 

C. S ~ e c 4 a l  Topics ! 

1. (C) S t a t i s t i c s  
I 

a. The fol lowing s*uadron a i r c r a f t  were assigned:  

Bureau No. 
Bureau No. 
Bureau No. 
Bureau No; 
Bureau No. 
Bureau No. 
Bureau No. 
Bureau No. 

(01 J A N  - 25 MAY) 
(01  JAN - 23 JUN) 
(01 JAN - 0 3  AUG) 
(01  JAN - 09 SEP) 
(25 MAY - 31 DEC) 
(22 JUN - 31 DEC) 
(03 AUG - 31  DEC) 
(09 SEP - 31 DEC) 

b . Performance ~ a t a (  (Period Breakdown) : 

(1) To ta l  f l i g h t \  hours  scheduled 
I (day) 375.6 

(2) To ta l  f l i g h t ;  hours scheduled 
I 

I 
(n ight )  103.8 

(3) To ta l  f l i g h t  hours flown 
I (day) 349.1 

(4) To ta l  f l i g h t  1 hours flown 
I (n ight )  99.1 

(5) Percentage - (scheduled vs  1 flown (day) 9 3 
(6) Percentage - scheduled vs 

flown (n ight )  95 
(7) T o t a l  C a r r i e  Landings (day) 101  
(8) T o t a l  Ca r r i e  Landings (n ight )  44 
(9) Mission Hours scheduled 233.9 

(10) Mission hours, flown 177.5 
(11) Percentage - bcheduled vs  

( flown 7 6 
(12) Link 11 hours scheduled I 211.6 
(13) Link 11 hours flown 157.5 
(14) Percentage - cheduled v s  

iflo- 
74 

(15) Air i n t e r c e p t  - t o t a l  3 36 
(16) Air i n t e r c e p t  - Link 4A 72 
(17) A i r  con t ro l  h u r s  - t o t a l  129.4 
(18) A i r  c o n t r o l  h+rs - Link 4A 17.3 

Enclosure (1) 



c. (C) S p e c i a l  Miss 'ons (Per iod  Breakdown) : I 
(1) AAWEX 
(2) FLAREX 
(3) MINEX 
(4) MISSILEX ' 

(5) SINKEX 
(6) SSSC I 

( 7) WASEX 
(8) Airborne Con r o l l e d  Approach 
(9) A i r  Demonstr t i o n  Cont ro l  

(10) Link 11 Tact '  c a l  Cdmmunication 
(11) Los t  Plane E e r c i s e  i 

2. (1J) New Equipment ~ o d i f  i c a t i p n  
I 

L i s t  of Avionic Changes, com l i a n c e s  i n  1977: C 
AVC 1901 Radar Match ~ i l b e r ,  Mod. 

Bureau No. 151  25 
Bureau No. 151  14 
Bureau No. 152 79 
Bureau No. 151  1 04 

16 Sep 1977 
16 Sep 1977 
0 1  Oct 1977 
0 1  Oct 1977 

AVC 1972 Computer ~ n d i c a t o r  Group Memory, Mod. 

Bureau No. 151  
Bureau No. 151  
Bureau No. 151  
Bureau No. 152 

24 Aug 1977 
24 Aug 1977 
24 Aug 1977 
1 3  Sep 1977 
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AWARDS AND COMMENDATIONS 

1. Navy Commendation Medal 

LT   

Joint Se~vice Commendation Medai 2 .  - 
ADCS  

3. COMCVld-5 Letter of Commendation, 

AT1  .  . O 
I 




