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A. (U) - Cunmand Organization 

1. CDR F. R. MILLER, ~ ~ ~ , 1 3 2 0 :  1 January t o  15 March 1974. 

2. CDR J. S. BALDWIN, USN, -1310: 15 March t o  31 December 1974. 

3. The f o u r  E-20 a i r c r a f t  i s  t o  
provide the Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
(AEW) data on airspace. An Airborne Tac t i ca l  
Data System E-2 t o  accomplish t h i s  mission. 
I n  addit ion,, the ATDS u n i t  many secondary cmmand 
and cont ro l  funct ions.  

5. During the year the squadro reported t o  Canmander, At tack Car r ie r  h A i r  Wing FIVE and COMFITAEWWINGPAC. 

4. Ca r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
embarked on USS MIDWAY (CVA-41) , haneported 
i n  connection w i t h  the Overseas Fami l y  

6. The standard organi z a t i  av ia t ion  canmands 
was maintained by the squadron average o f  twenty-two 
(22) o f f i c e r s  and one hundred were assigned. 
Twenty-.f ive (25) f l i g h t  crew personne eleven (11) naval 
f l i g h t  o f f i ce r s ,  and f o u r  (4)  f l i g h t  t four  crews fo r  
opera t i  on of  f ou r  E-26 a i r c r a f t .  One o f f i c e r  was assigned. 

Sq~uadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN was 
a t  Naval Sta t ion Y okosuka, Japan, 

Residency Program. 
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B. (U) - Summary of  Operations 

1. Calendar Year 1974 was sub i v ided  i n t o  three major p e r i  ods as 
f o l  lows: 0 

l 

a. Period I-From 1 Januar t o  12 Apr i  1 the squadron was embarked 
aboard USS M1IXdAY-(CVA--41) conducting type t r a i n i ng  i n  the Japan, Taiwan, 
Subic, and Sea o f  Japan Operating are s. Several major f l e e t ,  inter-service,  
and in te rna t iona l  exercises were comp eted dur ing t h i s  period. I 

t o  25 September the squadron was 
type t r a i n i ng  i n  the Japan, irhd 

A i r  Wing i n  REFTRA and an 
extensive drydock per iod i n  

c. Period 111-Fran 26 Se tember t o  31 December the squadron was 
embarked aboard USS MIDWAY (CVA-41 ) c  nduc t f  ng type t r a i n i ng  i n  the Japan, 
Subic , Taiwan, and Okinawa operating areas. Several s i g n i f i c a n t  f l e e t ,  i n t e r -  
service, amd i n te rna t iona l  exercises were a l so  canpl eted during t h i s  per i  cd. 
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2. (U) Detai led Schedule 

Period I: I 
01 JAN - 10 JAN 
11 JAN - 19 JAN 1 
20 JAN - 28 JAN 
29 JAN - 03 FEB 

I 

04 FEB - 12 FEB 
13 FEB - 14 FEB I 
15 FEB - 21 FEB I 

22 FEB 
23 FEB - 28 FEB 
01 MAR - 05 MAR 
06 MAR - 25 MAR 

15 MAR 
26 MAR - 28 MAR I 
29 MAR - 30 MAR 
3 1 MAR - 04 APR 
05 APR - 10 APR I 
11 APR - 12 APR I 

Peribd 11: 1 
13 APR - 21 APR 
22 WR - 26 APR 
27 APR - 28 APR 
29 APR - 02 MAY 
03 MAY - 04 MAY 

05 MAY 
06 MAY - 24 MAY 
25 MAY - 28 MAY 
29 MAY - 01 JUN 
02 JUN - 04 JUN 
05 JUN - 13 JUN 
14 JUN - 17 JUN 
18 JUN - 19 JUN 
20 JUH - 24 JUN 

25 JUN 
26 JUN 
27 JUN 
28 JUN 

29 JUN - 08 JUL 
09 JUN - 16 JUL 
17 JUL - 22 JUL 
23 JUL - 31 JUL 
01 AUG - 08 AUG 
09 AUG - 11 AUG 
12 AUG - 14 AUG 
15 AUG - 26 AUG 
27 AUG - 29 AUG 
30 AUG - 01 SEP 

02 SEP 
03 SEP - 25 SEP 

I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
CQKyc l i c  Ops Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
Enroute Subic Area 
Cyc l ic  Ops Subic Area 
I npo r t  Subic 
Cyc l i c  Ops Subi c Area 
Enroute Hong Kong 
I nport  Hong Kong 
Enroute Yokosuka 
I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
Change o f  Command 
CQ Japan Area 
Enroute Sea of Japan 
Sea o f  Japan Ops 
I n p o r t  Pusan South Korea 
Enroute Yokosuka 

I npor t Yo kosu ka 
CQ/Cyclic Ops Japan Area 
Enroute Okinawa 
Cycl ic Ops Okinawa Area 
Enroute Yokosuka 
CQ Ops Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Yokosu ka 
CQ/Cycl i c  Ops Japan 
Cyc l ic  Ops Northern Japan Area 
Cyc l ic  Ops Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Y okosuka 
CQ /Cycl i c Ops Japan Area 
Enroute Okinawa 
Cyc l i  c Ops Okinawa 
Enroute Yokosuka 
CQ Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
Dependents Day Cruise 
I n p o r t  Y okosuka 
REFTRA Japan Area 
Cycl ic Ops Japan Area 
I npor t Y ok mu  ka 
CQ/Cyclic Ops Japan Area 
Cycl ic Ops Northern Japan Area 
Cyc l ic  Ops Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Yokosuka 
CQ/Cycl i c  Ops Japan Area 
I n p o r t  Y okosuka 
A i  rwing Fly-of f  Japan Area b 

Drydock Tnport Y ckosuka 
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Period 111: 

26 SEP - 01 OCT 
02 OCT - 03 OCT 
04 OCT - 08 OCT 
09 OCT - 10 OCT 
11 OCT - 18 OCT 
19 OCT - 20 OCT 
21 OCT - 24 OCT 
25 OCT - 28 OCT 
29 OCT - 31 OCT 
01 NOV - 14 NOV 
15 NOV - 24 NOV 
25 NOV - 29 NOV 
30 NOV - 01 DEC 
02 DEC - 09 DEC 
10 DEC - 11 DEC 
12 DEC - 19 DEC 
20 DEC - 31 DEC 

CQ/Cyclic Ops Japan Area 
Enroute Pusan 
Inpo r t  Pusan 
Enroute Yokosuka 
Inpo r t  Y okosuka 
CQ Ops Japan Area 
Enroute Subic 
Cycl ic Ops Subic 
I n p o r t  Subic 
Subic Ops 
I n p o r t  Subic 
Subic Ops 
Enroute Hong Kong 
Inpo r t  Hong Kong 
Taiwan Ops 
Okinawa Ops 
I npor t Y okosu ka 

7 Enclosure (1) 



3. Period I Summary I 

I 

a. (U) General. The ne year found the CVW-5/USS MIDWAY team 
wel l  esta.bl ished i n T E 7 E e r s e a s  Fa Program (OFRP) . Af te r  many 
years o f  operations i n  the fami l i a r  environment, renewed 
emphasis on major exercises, new t a  and r e l a t i v e l y  unfami l ia r  operating 
areas prolvided a s t imulat ing cha l le  the "L iber ty  Bel ls."  The E-2B 
proved to1 be the hub o f  a l l  operati  a methodical , professional approach 
t o  each new assignment produced gra resu l ts .  During t h i s  period on 
15 March CDR J. S. BALDWIN re l ieved  R. MILLER as Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  
VAN-1 15. 

VAW-115 began the new year 
f r a n  NAF Atsugi. 

o r i  ty be given F ie l d  M i r ro r  
periods. However, by 
by j ud i c i a r s  scheduling 
5 t s  Carr ier  A i r c r a f t  Plane 

we l l  as al lowing 
day per iod a t  

w i t h  c y c l i c  operations. 
gained i n  p r i o r i t y  
vessels were 

and l a s t  day- 
l y  , the squadron 
and two Ant i -A i r  

20-28 JAN emphasis 

c. (C) Operations 29 JAN[ - 05 MAR: This operating period provided 
for  the most sf gn i f i can t  increase i n  
i n  SEP 1973. A superb maintenance e 
and 69 n igh t  landings, 249.8 f l i g h t  
f u l l  range o f  t a c t i c a l  missions. 
from operat i  m s  i n  the Taiwan and Su 
Mini-Alpha s t r i kes  against the I s l a n  
acted as an Airborne Command and Con 
w i t h  Okina~wa Center and coordinating 
two E-2B's were launched i n  support 
Taiwanese Defense Forces. One E-2 f 
s t r i kes  and one f o r  Airborne Ear ly  W 
Task Group. Operations i n  the Subic 

aircrew prof ic iency since depart ing CONUS 
f o r t  a1 lowed f o r  31 touch and go's, 73 day 

hours, and successful pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  a 
While t r a n s i t i n g  the Okinawa area both t o  and 

i c  Bay areas the L ibe r t y  Be l l s  cont ro l  l e d  
o f  Tor i  Shima. Addi t iona l ly ,  the E-2 

r o l  Center (ABCCC) platform i n  comnunicating 
passage through t h e i r  airspace. On 01 FEB 
f a Blue Sky exercise u t i l i z i n g  the 
nctioned as a ABCCC plat form f o r  inbound 
rn ing (AEW) f o r  r a i ds  on the USS Midway 
Bay area emphasized A I C ,  AAWEX, s t r i k e  

cont ro l ,  and SSSC as again a RussianJAGI, ELINT vessel monitored task group 
operations. Whi l e  i n  the Subic Areai a1 1 day1 i g h t  launches and recoveries were 
performed Z I P  LIP o r  w i t h  a minimum f canmunicati on. Two successful Anti-KOMAR 
exercises were completed w i t h  a l l  p r  secuting a i r c r a f t  under L i be r t y  Be l l  control .  
Operations i n  Subic Bay were culmi na ed wi th  Oriskany and Midway exchanjing a i r  
attacks. The L ibe r t y  Be l l s  were i n i  1 i a l  l y  responsible f o r  f i nd ing  the enemy" 
and then d i r ec t i ng  the CVW-5 s t r i kes  During the Midway vu lne rab i l i t y  per iod the I E-2 essen t ia l l y  "ran the war" as the ATDS functioned t o  per fect ion under the 
decentral ized cont ro l  procedures es b l  ished. Having won another ba t t l e ,  Midway 
t rans i ted  t o  Hong Kong. A second e Sky exercise was conducted on 2 March 
and proved equal ly as successful he previous exercise a f t e r  the E-2 ironed 
ou t  several communications es w i t h  Taiwanese Forces. Again, a secvnd 



E-2 was launched f o r  AEW and prosecu ed several low f l y i n g  a i r c r a f t  under 
the radar horizon o f  shipboard As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  h igh ly  successful 
operating per iod the squadron's 1 1 readiness was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  increased. 

sea o f  japan since 1971 , and on 1 A r i l  par t ic ipated i n  the Canmando Jade 
Exercise tes t ing  the defense capabi 1 i t i e s  o f  South Korea. The L ibe r t y  Be1 1s 9 provided cornhand and cont ro l  o f  a l l  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  and coordinated the exercise 
w i t h  U.S. A i r  Force c m a n d  centers i n  South Korea. While sane Russian a c t i v i t y  
was expected t h e i r  t o t a l  react ion t Midway's excursion i n t o  the Sea o f  Japan 
was f a r  more than ant ic ipated.  The 7 r forces included a K o t l i n  destroyer, an 
ECHO I 1  submarine, 2 AGI's, 2 AG's, a tug, an AOR, and 110 BEAR/BADGER ra ids  a l l  
o f  which were intercepted and escor ed inbound. For 2 1/2 days o f  near ly round- 
the-clock operations the L ibe r t y  Be f I s  provided AEW, and canmand and cont ro l  f o r  
in tercepts  o f  inbound ra ids  and SSSq a i r c r a f t  as an accurate surface p i c tu re  was 
maintained w i t h i n  100 m i  les  o f  Midw y. Addit ional l y  , secure voice re l ay  was t provided t o  the widely dispersed ta k group assets. For i t s  superb performance, 
the Midway task fo rce  received nume us congratulatory messages f r a n  i t s  superiors 
inc lud ing the Conrnander-in-Chief Pa i f i c  F lee t  and Camnander Task Force SEVEN 
SEVEN. On 5 A p r i l  Midway became t h  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  t o  v i s i t  Pusan, 

Midway o f f i c e r s  and men, 

I' 
South Korea which responded w i t h  an1 extremely warm welcome f o r  3800 very t l r e d  

d. (C) Operations 6 MAR 
u t i l  ized ito maintain aircrew prof ic iency 
Japan Operati ons. On 31 March, USS 

1. Period I 1  Sumnary I 

- 12 APR: The 6-25 MAR i n p o r t  per iod was 
i n  a n t i  c i p a t i  on o f  extensive Sea o f  

Yidway was the f i r s t  c a r r i e r  t o  enter the 

a. (U) General. Dur in t h i s  per jod USS Midway operated exc lus ive ly  - 
i n  the Japan and Okinawa areas. P r weather and unscheduled ship repai rs  
necessi t {at ing a long dry-dock p e r i  
Due t o  i t s  unique forward deployed 
aircrew t ra i n i ng  program. Based goals i n  a standard time 

whi l e  remaining i n  a 
by ground 

Y okosuka 

status. 

b. (C) Operations 13 +R - 4 JUN: During the 13-21 Apri 1 i npo r t  
per iod the squadron completed condiderabl e ground t r a i n i ng  and s i x  FMLP periods 

ensure p i l o t  currency p r i o r  the a t  sea period. ~ u r i n g  the  cyclic 
per iod 23-26 A p r i l  nine p i l o t s  t h i r t y - s i x  refresher landings and 
seven ATDS system Proceeding south t o  Okinawa , a t o t a l  
o f  seven A I C  and four  SSSC completed. Addi t iona l ly ,  the squadron 
par t i c ipa ted  i n  two cont ro l  l e d  several photo missions 



w i  t h  the RF-4B of VMCJ-1, newly ned t o  CVW-5 as replacements f o r  the 
RF-8's. V i r t u a l l y  every s o r t i e  ded s t r i k e  cont ro l  t o  is lands i n  the 
Okinawa area as f a r  as 180 mi les Midway. A f te r  an extremely inclement 
i n p o r t  per iod from 6-24 May, CQ per iod (25-27 May) allowed seven 
p i l o t s  t o  obta in  51 refresher s. Midway then departed f o r  the Northern 
Japan area (BEAR country) . eather condi ti ons ( WOXOF) necessi tated 
her re tu rn  t o  the Yokosuka perations a f t e r  only three days. Link-4 
u t i l i z a t i o n  remained l i m i t e d  due t o  f-4N l i n k  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  hwever, dur ing 
one AAWEX three bogies were splashed w i th  Link-4 coupled in tercepts  and minimum 
voice comnunications . Maintenance p oblems were minima 1 a l l  owing the L ibe r t y  
Be l l s  t o  provide f u l l  systems capabl (F58) a i r c r a f t  f o r  i t s  assigned missions. 
Increased emphasis on CQ ev 01 ut ions roved extremely benef ic ia 1 as the fo l lowing 
data indicated a continual increase 1 n average p i1  o t  day/night landings: 

SEP 73 - MAY 74 (9  month 3.9 day/2.1 n igh t  
DEC 73 - MAY 74 (6  month 5.0 day/2.3 n i g h t  
APR 74 - MAY 74 ( 2  month 6.4 dayl2.6 n igh t  

c. (C) Operations 5 JUN 22 JUL: P r i o r  t o  depart ing f o r  the 
Okinawa area on 18 June, f i f t y -one  riefreshler landinqs and s i x  systems f l i g h t s  
were complleted. The 0k i  nawa area p r  vided the only-opportuni t y  f o r  t r a i n i ng  
invo lv ing l i v e  ordnance i n  the Japan area and s t r i k e  cont ro l  was therefore 
provided by the E-2 t o  d i s tan t  targets usual ly  out o f  UHF comnunications range 
t o  Midway. Addi t ional  ly, two A1 pha s t r i kes  , two AAWEX1s and numerous SSSC and 
A I C  missions were completed. Poor eather again cu r ta i l ed  operations as Japan 
experienced an extended and tempest ous " ra iny season." A Midway dependents t 
day cru ise on 28 June gave VAW-115 mi l  i e s  and f r iends an opportuni ty t o  view 
a i r  operations a t  sea. On 30 June DM Coogan broke h i s  f l a g  aboard USS Midway. 
Shor t ly  tlhereafter Midway/CVW-5 con ucted REFTRA, an evol u t i o n  normally conducted 
w i t h  the ( a i r  wing disembarked and n i ver before par t i c ipa ted  i n  by cvw-5. A 
great  deal o f  progress i n  sh ip ' s  c pany/air wing teamwork resulted. Hwever, 
f l i g h t  crew t r a i n i n g  suf fered as three cycles per day were launched. To 
o f f s e t  t h i s  each crew ro ta ted t o  Atsugi where d a i l y  f l i g h t s  were completed 
t o ta l i ng  35.1 hours. One such Atsugi f l i g h t  coordinated and cont ro l led a SAR 
mission which developed when an A-7 separated from h i s  wingman and was no t  seen 
o r  heard from again. YAW-115 subse)uently f lew over 21 hours i n  support of the 
SAR bu t  r e g r e t f u l l y  only a damaged, p a r t i a l l y  i n f l a t e d  l i f e  r a f t  was recovered. 
Continued inclement weather l i m i  ted openations t o  only three days fran 16-21 
July. Three AAWEX1s and two shor t  bQ periods precluded extensive FMLP require-  
ments during the subsequent i n p o r t  period. 

During the shor t  i n p o r t  per iod 
f l i g h t ,  e i gh t  FMLP periods and 

operating per iod a t  sea. From 
i n  the Northern Japan area bu t  

and Midway was again forced 
i n  durat ion the per iod 

A t o t a l  o f  22 SSSC, 
15 AIC,  53 AUTOCAT, 2 FLAREX, 2 AAWEP, and 1 MEDIVAC missions were canpleted. 
However, from 15 August t o  25 Sept ber only 1 112 days o f  operations a t  sea 
were canpleted as Midway was force b t o  enter drydock i n  Yokosuka for  major 
repai rs  t o  i t s  propulsion system. 
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The 3-25 September i n p o r t  per iod 
was qu i t e  detachment i n  Sapporo for a 

and Atsugi  f o r  i n p o r t  CVW-5 
l o g i s t i c s  evolut ion,  one i n  

Taiwan f o r  an engine change on an a i t c r a f t  enroute t o  Cubi Po in t  f o r  t rans fe r  
t o  VAN-112, and f i n a l l y  i n  Cubi Poin f o r  the actua l  t rans fe r  o f  two squadron 
a i r c r a f t .  Therefore, i n  one twenty- day period, VAN-1 15 operated s i x  
 detachment,^ i n  add i t i on  t o  meeting i normal obl igat ions aboard Midway. 
A1 though personnel were spread wafer t h i n  and extensive operations conducted 
&imultaneously from s i t e s  f a r  remove from our primary source of supply support, 
a superb e f f o r t  by a l l  hands resu l  t e  i n  the successful completion o f  assign- 
ments a t  each locat ion.  

5,, Per iod  I11 Sumnary I 
l 

a. (C) General Operations during per iod I11 again ranged south 
from Yokosuka t o  ~ k m a i w a ,  and Subic Bay w i t h  por ts  o f  c a l l  inc lud ing 
Pusan, Horlg Kong, Subic Bay, and Yoklosuka. Typhoon evasion and general ly  
poor weather again l i m i t e d  valuable t r a i n i n g  time. As an example o f  the 
condition!; encountered, a t o t a l  o f  Wenty-three operating days a t  sea were 
l o s t  due t o  weather phenanena from 1 Ju ly  t o  24 November. The squadron's 
previous pace se t t i ng  performance f a r  f u l l  systems mission f l i g h t s  was reduced 
somewhat Ily the loss  o f  key maintenance personnel, bu t  most s i g n i f i c a n t l y  by 
de te r io ra t ing  supply support which ders is ted u n t i l  the squadron reached a 50% 
NORS r a t e  f o r  the month o f  December. Add1 t i ona l  l y  , the squadron experienced 
a 100% turnover i n  a i r c r a f t  assets ,exchanging two E-2Bts w i t h  VAN-112 i n  
September and two w i t h  VAN-116 i n  D cembev as the squadron's a i r c r a f t  became 
due f o r  Slcheduled Depot Level Maint 3 nance (SDLM). Nevertheless, the squadron 
performed t o  near per fec t ion i n  major exercises such as Mu l t ip lex  2-75 for  
which i t  received congratulat ions f an several pa r t i c ipan ts  inc lud ing the 
O f f i ce r  i n  Tact ica l  Comnand, COMCAR 4 RU SEVEN, RADM Oberg. 

b. (C) Operations 26 SE# - 24 NOV: A f t e r  a leng th ly  drydock per iod 
the f i r s t  two davs o f  the re la t i ve19  shor t  o ~ e r a t i n q  ~ e r i o d  from 26 September - .  
t o  1 October we& dedicated t o  re f r4sher  landings. Hwever , a ca tapu l t  mal- 
funct ion resu l ted i n  only fourteen te f resher  landings f o r  the "Be1 l s "  and an 
unusual s t rugg le  the rea f te r  t o  ge t  ~i l o t s  up t o  speed i n  day/night currency. 
A f t e r  a second successful p o r t  c a l l  t o  Pusan, Korea, Midway returned t o  
Yokosuka f o r  a scheduled twenty day inpor t .  This was subsequently shortened 
t o  e i gh t  days and Midway sa i led  f o r  the Subic Bay operating area on 19 October. 
Cyc l ic  oplerations were scheduled enbute,  however, evasion o f  one typhoon and 
a t rop ica l l  storm precluded f l i g h t  oberat i  ons u n t i l  reaching Subic Bay on 
24 Octobeir. Midway's evasion course required steaming the h i s t o r i c  San 
Bernandino s t r a i t s  t o  the Subic Bay area. F l  i g h t  operations were again cur-  
t a i l e d  on 28 October i n  evasion o f  k t i l l  another typhoon. A f t e r  a three day 
p o r t  ca l  ll t o  Subic Bay, typhoons on 2 November, 6-7 November and twelve f o o t  
seas on 113-14 November again f l i g h t  operations as Midway/CVW-5 was 
plagued t)y a year o f  the most a t i ng  weather phenonema i n  recent h is to ry .  

'I Des i t e  lthe poor condit ions, a l l  E-2B m i s j i  on capab i l i t i e s  were exercised 
i n c  uding numerous AIC, SSSC, missions; a MINEX, three double cyc le  
AAWEXt s, and f o u r  ALPHA st r ikes.  dhe o era t ing pe r i  od terminated w i t h  a major e f l e e t  excerclse, MULTIPLEX 2-75 during w I c h  the E-2B again proved an invaluable 
fo rce  asset. For a superb perfornt/nce, VAN-115 received congratulat ions from 
COMCARGRIJ THREE, CO, USS MIDWAY, add CVW-5. RADM Oberg , the o f f i c e r  i n  t a c t i c a l  \ 
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comnand 01' the exercise, was quoted s f o l l  ows: "The Midway E-2 squadron was 
outstanding, t h e i r s  was the best pe $ ormarrce by an E-2 squadron I have ever 
observed anytime, anywhere. During one per iod they were doing i t  a1 1 . I '  His 
descr ip t ion was t h a t  o f  a t yp i ca l  hands e f f o r t  which usua l l y  gets much less 
a t t en t i on  ,, b u t  nevertheless was sentat ive  of  a hard earned profess iona l i  sm 
o f  which Ithe squadron was qu i t e  

were acconnplished, however, two f u l l  days were-again l o s t  on-28 and 29 
November (as Midway was forced t o  evade s t i l l  another typhoon. While Midway 
proceeded t o  Hong Kong , VAN-1 15 f l e  4 two a i r c r a f t  due SDLM t o  NAS Cubi Po in t  
f o r  t rans fe r  t o  VAN-116 i n  exchange f o r  two a i r c r a f t  f r an  t h a t  comnand. A f t e r  
depart ing Hong Kong, USS Midway part / ic ipated i n  a t h i r d  Blue Sky exercise 
i n  1974 w i t h  the Taiwanese A i r  Forcq. Although no t  as successful as previcus 
Blue Sky exercises due t o  inclement weather, valuable t r a i n i  ng f o r  both forces 
was real ized.  On 13 December an E-d and a he l i cop te r  were launched on a 
MEDIVAC m.issi on &r  an extremely ill han on a U .S. submarine 150 mi les  f r an  
Midway. Shor t l y  a f te r  launch, the 0-2 located the submarine, vectored the 
he1 icoptelr f o r  the pick-up and retunn t o  Midway. Upon landing, the Canmanding 
O f f i c e r  o f  Midway personal l y  met thei E-2 crew and congratulated them f o r  a 
job wel l  (done. On 19 December, MidNay par t i c ipa ted  i n  the Cmando Diamond 
exercise w i t h  U.S. A i r  Force a i rc raPt  from Korea and Okinawa. The exercise 
was r i g i d l y  structured and provided no rea l  t e s t  o f  the a i r  wing's f l e x i b i l i t y  
and respolnse t o  an enemy threat .  HWever, sane valuable i n s i g h t  i n t o  A i r  
Force operations was rea l i zed  as a dquadron member served as the Midway/CVW-5 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  aboard the A i r  Force ABCCC a i r c r a f t .  The L i be r t y  Be l l s  enjoyed 
the hol iday season i n  t h e i r  haneport o f  Yokosuka from 20-31 December. 

c. (C) Operations 25 NOV 
was re l a t - i ve l y  uneventful . Refreshar 

- 31 DEC: The period f r a n  25-30 November 
landinqs , A I C  missions , and one AAMEX 
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C. (C) Speei a1 Topics 

1. S t a t i s t i c s  

a. The f o l l  owing squadrod a i r c r a f t  were assigned: 

1. Bureau No. 151712 (01 JAN - 18 SEP) 

2. Bureau No. 151 724 ( 0 1  JAN - 18 SEP) 

3. Bureau No. 150539 I (01 JAN - 08 DEC) 

4. Bureau No. 151 718 i (01 JAN - 08 DEC) 

5. Bureau No. 151708 (18 SEP - 31 DEC) 

6. Bureau No. 151 719 (18 SEP - 31 DEC) 

7. Bureau No. 150538 (08 DEC - 31 DEC) 

8. Bureau No. 150541 ( 0 8  DEC - 31 DEC) 

b. Performance data ~ e r i c ( d  I (1 JAN - 12 APR) 

1. Shipboard Sor t ies  ScheduledIFl own/% 13911 18184.9 

2. Shipboard Hours Scthedul ed/Flown/% 306.51262.6185.7 

3. Shipboard AEW Houh ScheduledIFl own/% 306,51247.5180.8 

4. Shipboard Link 11 Hours Scheduled/Flown/% 306.51200.3165.4 

5. Shipboard Hours F ~ C  Schedul ed/Flown/% 306.5/200.3/65.4 

c. Special Missions - Pediod I 

1. SSSC: 39.5 

2. AAWEX: 22.5 

3. KOMAREX: 4.5 

4. COMMANDO JADE: 4.~6 

5. BLUE SKY: 12.8 

d. Performance data Peridd I1 (1 3 APR - 25 SEP) 

1. Shipboard Sort ies Schedul ed/Flown/% 151/138/91.4 

2. Shipboard Hours Sdheduled/Flown/% 375.31353.8194.3 

3. Shipboard AEW Schdduledfilownfl 375.31314.1183.7 

4. Shipboard L ink 11 Scheduled/Flown/% 373.31258.4169.2 
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5. Shipboard FSC Schedul ed/Fl am/% 373.3/255.4/68.4 

e. Special Missions-Peri od I1  

1,'GSSC: 114.1 

2. AAWEX: 21.0 

3. Alpha St r ike:  4.0 

4. SAR: 21.8 

5. t-LAREX: 2.0 

6. MEDIVAC: 2.0 

f. Performance data Per i  @ 111 (26 SEP - 31 DEC) 

1. Shipboard Sort ies Scheduled/Flown/% 114/77/67.5 

2. Shipboard Hours Scheduletl/Fl own/% 278.1 /206.2/74.1 

3. Shipboard AEW Sche&uled/Flown/% 278.1/191.9/69.0 

4. Shipboard L ink 11 $chediiled/Flown/% 260.311 37.2152.7 

5. Shipboard FSC Sche4uled/Flown/% 278.11137.7149.5 

g. Special Missions-Period I11  

1. MULTIPLEX: 18.3 

2. SSSC: 9.3 

3. AAWEX: 9.0 

4. FLAREX: 1.5 

5. ASCM: 1.0 

6. BlueSky: 2.8 

7. Comnando Diamond: 5.1 

8. MEDIVAC: 3.0 

9. AAMEX: 3.0 

10. Alpha St r ike:  6.0 

h. Performance data t o t a l s  1974 

1 . S h i  pboard Sor t ies  Scheddl ed/Fl own/% 404 /333/82.4 

2. Shipboard Hours Schedul qd/Flown/% 959.9/822.6/85.7 
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3. Shipboard AEW Houts Schbduled/Flown/% 959.9/753.5/78.5 

4. Shipboard L ink  11 Hours Scheduled/Flown/% 940.1 /595.9/63.3 

5. Shipboard FSC Hours Scheduled/Flown/% 959.9/593.4/61.8 

6. Total  F l i g h t  Time ( inc ludes shore based): 1366.5 

7. Total  Car r ie r  Landings DAY: 522 

8. Total  Car r ie r  Landings WIGHT: 148 

i. Special Mission Tota l$  1974 

1. SSSC: 162.9 

2. AAWEX: 52.5 

3. KOMAREX: 4.5 

4. FLAREX: 3.5 

5. SAR: 21.8 

6. MEDIVAC: 5.0 

7. Alpha St r ikes:  lOl.0 

8. Blue Sky: 15.6 

9. Conando Jade: 4.6 

10. Cmando  Diamond: 5.1 

11. MULTIPLEX 2-75: 18.3 

12. AAMEX: 3.0 

2. New Equipment M o d i f i c a t i m  

NQNE 

a. VAW-115 received the B b t t l e  E f f i c i ency  "E" Award as the best  
Car r ie r  Airborne Ear l y  Warning Squadr n i n  the Pac i f i c  F l ee t  f o r  the compet i t ive 
cyc le  f r a n  1 January 1973 t o  31 June 
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