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CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WhRNING SQUADRON 115 

FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

C0Mi"LAND HISTORY 1968 - CHRONOLOGY OF EVZNTS 

1-5 January: I n  por t  Cubi Point ,  Republic of t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  

7 January: Commenced second combat support  f l i g h t  oper- 
a t i o n s  on Yankee S t a t i o n  

27 January: Departed Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Sea of Japan 
a f t e r  se i zu re  of USS PUEBLO by North Korea 

1 February: Arrived Sea of Japan 

10 March: Departed Sea of Japan f o r  Sasebo, V A M - 1 1 5  
detached t o  Atsugi f o r  maintenance and F'MLPls 

11-15 March: 

17 March: 

1 Apr l l :  

5; Apri l :  

11 Apri l :  

13  Apri l :  

15-20 Apri l :  

22 Apri l :  

8 May: 

10 May: 

18 Mag': 

25 May-: 

I n  por t  Sasebo, Japan 

LCDR R .  G.  LAN36RT r e l e i v e d  LCGR H. V. SOUTHARD 
as  Executive 0kf ice r  

Commenced t h i r d  combat support  f l i g h t  opera- 
t i o n s  on Yankee S t a t i o n  

U. S. haul teu  bombing n o r t h  of 20° N Lat i tude  

U .  S. haul ted  bombing n o r t h  of 19O N Lat i tude  

Departed Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  Subic Bay 

I n  p o r t  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Phi l ippines  

I n  p o r t  Hong Kdng 

Commenced f i n a l  combat support f l i g h t  operat ions 
on Yankee S t a t i o n  

Departed Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  Subic Bay 

I n  p o r t  Subic Bay, Republic of the  Ph i l ipp ines  

" ~ e d c a r p e t "  f l i g h t  a r r ived  a t  Travis  Am, 
C a l i f o r n i a  

USS R A N G 3  (~Vll-61) a r r ived  a t  N A S  Alameda, 
C a l i f o r n i a  



CHRO!iOLOGY OF EVENTS (CONT . ) 

26 May: Squadron a r r i v e d  HAS North I s l and ,  Ca l i fo rn ia  

28 June; CDR L. C .  PAGE r e l i e v e d  CDR G. E. R. RIIiliEAR 
a s  Commander AiCtack C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TkdO 

CDR J. G P S C I A  qhelieved CDR J. J. WEA-VER a s  
Commanding Off icer  of C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  
Warning Squadron ONE HUMDRm FIFTEEN 

19-30 August: A i r  Wing conventional weapons deployment t o  
NAS Pal lon,  Nevada 

12-13 September : Administrat ive Mate r i a l  Inspec t ion  

1 7  September : D e p e t e d  NAS ATameda f o r  shake down c r u i s e  
aboard USS R A P J ~ E R  (CVA-61) 

27-30 September: I n  p o r t  NAS Almeda, C a l i f o r n i a  

1-8 October: Operational Readiness Evaluat ion aboard 
USS RANGE3 (CVA-61) 

17  October: CGR F. B .  : < O L L ~ C K  r e l i e v d d  LCDR R .  G .  LAPBERT 
a s  Executive Of f i ce r  

20-23 October: Loaded a i r c r q f $  aboard USS RAlvGER (CVA-61) f o r  
WESTPAC deploynhent 

26 October: Departed HAS Aaameda For second combat support 
deployment t o  aouth E a s t  Asia 

29 October: Commenced f l i g h t  operat ions i n  Hawaiian a rea  

1 November: In p o r t  Pearl qarbor  

2-3 November: Operational Readiness Inspect ion  

4-5 November : In  por t  Pea r l  Harbor 

7 November: Began opera t ion  " ~ r o w n  Bear" 

a - 1 8  November: In por t  Yokosuka, Japan 

20 November: Operation "Bluei Skg"  wi th  Chinese N a t i o n a l i s t s  
of f  Taiwan 



DECU SSIFI ED 

CHROM OLOGY OF 3VENTS ( C O N T  . ) 

21  November: H i s s i l e  f i r i n g  exerc ise .  NE 103 from VF-21 
l o a t  a t  sea  

22-23 November: 

24-26 November : 

28 November: 

9 December: 

11 December: 

13 December: 

29 December: 

31 December: 

I n  por t  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  

M i s s i l e  f i r i n g  exe rc i se  

Ar r ive  on Yankse S t a t i o n  f o r  f i r s t  combat 
support  l i n e  p ~ r i o d  of the  c r u i s e  aboard 
USS R A i q G B  (cVA -61) 

Departed Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  Subic Bay 

I n  p o r t  Subic Bay, Republic of the Phi l%ppines 

Arrived on Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  cont inuat ion  of 
f i r s t  combat sbpport l ime per iod  

Departed Yankek S t a t i o n  f o r  Subic Bay 

In  p o r t  Subic bay, Republic of t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  

' 2. < : L. t< 3 * L F  2 ., -L, 

Enclesure (1) 



CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 115 
F P O  SAN FRANCISFO 96601 

c o m ~  HISTORY 1968 - BASIC NARRRTIVE 

From 1 January through 5 January 1968, the  USS R A N G B  
(CVA-61) was i n  por t  Cubi Point, hepublic of the  Philippines. 
On 5 January, the  RANGEX? departed Cubi Point f o r  Yankee 
S t a t i on  i n  the  Gulf of Tonkin, Operations f o r  t h i s  second 
combat support l i n e  period which commenced on 7 January 
brought l i t t l e  change t o  Yankee S t a t i on  procedures. The 
usual  inclement weather prevailed keeping Alpha s t r i k e s ,  
Mohawk operations, and IR operations t o  a  minimum. Cyclic 
operations continued with a large  percentage of the  offen- 
s ive  s t r i k e s  being d&verted t o  the S t e e l  Tiger area. 

The following i s  a f l i g h t  operations s t a t i s t i c a l  sum- 
mary fo r  t he  period 5 January through 27 January 1968: 

a. F l igh t  hours day/night 
b. Carr ier  landings day/night 

158/45 
28/14 

c. So r t i e s  assigned 
d.  Sor t i e s  cancelled, a i r c r a f t  down 

63 
15 

e. So r t i e s  cancelled, A i r  Olperations 0 
f .  A i r  aborts  2 

The problems facing the  Maintenance Department during 
t h i s  period were generated mainly by the  lack of spare p a r t s  
avai lable  and the  long periods of time required t o  obtain 
them from other sources. 

Two engine changes were necessary during this period. 
The f i r s t  was a t t r i bu t ed  t o  FOD damages and the second t o  a  
f u e l  con t ro l  f a i l u r e  which caused an over-temp on s t a r t  ( i n  
excess of 1200 degrees) ,  A s i ng l e  WCA was avai lable  aboard 
RAMGER and was i n s t a l l e d  within two days on BUN0 1 5 1 7 4  but 
as there  was not a  second QECA on a T56 power sec t ion  avai l -  
able from ship ' s  supply, BUN0 151717 was NORS-G f o r  a power 
sect ion from 11 January through 29 January, 

The high Fai lure  r a t e  of the  p i l o t s  VGI plagued opera- 
t ions  during t h i s  period, Altho gh the  squadron had taken 
the  precautions of pul l ing the  V& c i r c u i t  breakers u n t i l  
jus t  p r io r  t o  launch and had discontinued the  use of f l a t  
turns,  i t  s t i l l  r ea l ized  an average of l e s s  than t h i r t y  
f l i g h t  hours per V G I .  For one welek during t h i s  period, the  
squadron was r e s t r i c t e d  from night  operations because the 
p i l o t s  V G I s  were not  avai lable  from supply, 
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A.ircraft  BUN0 151716 and BU&O 151717 were HORS-G f o r  
a phase synchronizer and a so lenqid  valve. Supply stocked 
a modified ( t r a n s i s  t o r )  synchronizer bu t  t h e  squadron air- 
c r a f t  had n o t  had prop change 35 incorporated and these  
were ~ l s e l e s s ,  One phase synchronizer u n i t  was received 
a f t e r  being outs tanding f o r  over two weeks. 

?'he RANGER departed Yankee S t a t i o n  on 27 January 1968 
f o r  t h ~ e  Sea of Japan a f t e r  t h e  sd izure  of t h e  USS PUEBLO 
by North Korea. The RANGER a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Sea of Japan on 
1 February and the  squadron c o m n c e d  operat ions a s  AEW and 
A I C .  Incoming Badgers were de tec ted  s e v e r a l  times. I n  one 
ins tance ,  the  Badgers were detectied 220 NM from the  E-2A 
and 260 NK from RARGER . The average s k i n  pa in t  on a i r  con- 
t a c t s  i n  t h e  Sea of Japan w a s  150 NM, 

A i r  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  became standard operat ing proced- 
w e  f a r  t h e  Sea of Japan opera t ians  wi th  u n i t s  of a l l  aquad- 
rons  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  I n  add i t ion  t o  a i rborne  A I C  p rac t i ce ,  
over two hundred a c t u a l  i n t e r c e p t s  were logged i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  
CIC by squadron c o n t r o l l e r s .  This opportuni ty presented 
i t s e l f  as t h e  squadron flew no opera t iona l  hops during t h e  
l a s t  t e n  days of February. 

A success fu l  d a t a  l i n k  was achieved on t h i r t e e n  of nine-  
t e e n  mission g l i g h t s  flown f o r  a t o t a l  of' 161 hours. Ullung 
Do I s l and ,  37 - 3 0 1 ~ / 1 3 0 ~  - 521E was u t i l i z e d  a s  a primary 
reference  poin t  because t h e  e a s t a m  coas t  l i n e  of Korea pro- 
vided p r a c t i c a l l y  no r a d a r  s i g n i f i c a n t  po in t s  f or  t h e  APS-96 
radar .  

The fol lowing i s  a f l i g h t  ogera t ions  s t a t i s t i c a l  summary 
f o r  the  per iod  28 January through 5 March 1968: 

a. F l i g h t  hours day/night 130.6/19.9 
b . C a r r  i e r  landings day/night 19/5 
c. S o r t i e s  assigned 
d. S o r t i e s  cancel led,  a i r c r a f t  down 

47 

e .  S o r t i e s  cancel led,  A i r  Operations 
24 
1 

f ,  Air abor t s  1 

During t h e  per iod of opera t ions  i n  t h e  Sea of Japan, t h e  
squadron experienced new and unique opera t ing  condi t ions.  
Maintenance on t h e  f l i g h t  deck under t h e  cold  weather condi t ions 
was extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  Many of t h e  t a s k s  could not  be 
accomplished while wearing gloves and a t  t imes,  personnel could 
work only a maximum of t e n  minuteis a t  a time. 



Thie squadron continued t o  fuqc t ion  as  t h e  C-2A COD 
mainternance terminal .  Our personriel performed a l l  unsched- 
uled ma.intenance requ i red  t o  t u r n  t h e  COD around f o r  i t s  
re tu rn .  Power P l a n t s  d i d  an except ional  Job of changing 
a prop i n  one deck cy&&e t o  enable t h e  COD t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  bealch, The squadron l a t e r  beccame AOCP f o r  a s e t  of 
prop blades u n t i l  VRC-50 could reburn  a new s e t  t o  t h e  
ship.  

On. 10  March, t h e  RANGER deparited the  Sea of Japan f o r  
Sasebo. The c a r r i e r  remained i n  p o r t  Sasebo from 11 March 
through. 15 March. Much of t h e  squadron t r a n s i t e d  t o  Atsugi  
f o r  a i r c r a f t  maintenance and f l i g h t  opera t ions  while a ske le-  
ton crew remained on board t h e  ship.  

BUNO 151717 underwent AFC 117 where one crack about two 
inches long i n  t h e  r i v e t  l i n e  of t h e  v e r t i c a l  l e g  of the  cen- 
t e r l i n e  r i b  upper c a p s t r i p  was f o w d .  Upon completion, BUPlIO 
151717 underwent AFC 117 however no cracks were found, Two 
r i v e t s  were found missing from t h e  main beam b u t t  p l a t e .  

Operating from MAS Atsugi,  an in tens ive  FCLP was under- 
taken with two a i r c r a f t .  The p i l o ~ t s  f lew one hundred th$rty-  
four  day and f o r t y  n igh t  MLPl s a t  Kisarazu ALF. One a i r c r a f t  
went down when the  engine was damaged by FOD. The engine 
change was completed a t  Atsugi. 

Depart ing Sasebo on 15 March, t h e  RANGER re turned  t o  t h e  
Gulf of Tonkin and t h e  squadron coimmenced i t s  t h i r d  combat 
support  f l i g h t  opera t ions  on 1 9  Mach.  BUX0 151712 was l e f t  
a t  Atsugi  f o r  completion of AFC 117 and BUNO 151714 w a s  tit 
Cubi Poin t  f o r  A F C  117. 

During t h i s  t r a n s i t  period, LCDR R .  G .  LAPBERT repor ted  
aboard and r e l i e v e d  LCDR H. V. SOUTHARD as Executive Off icer .  
(See Annex A ) .  

Operating f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  of t h e  l i n e  per iod w i t h  
two a i r c r a f t ,  NE 752 and NE 753, t h e  squadron covered twenty- 
s i x  scheduled commitmen&s without an abort .  Double cycles  
were incorporated wi th  t h e  t o t a l  number of p i l o t  t r a p s  increas-  
i n g  t h r e e  hundred per  cent  over the  p r i o r  month. Coverage 
was l a t e r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  two t r i p l e  cyc les  per  day when NE 752 
went hard dovm w i t h  an i n t e r n a l  o i l  l e a k  i n  the  s ta rboard  
engine a f t e r  e i g h t  days on the  l i n e .  

A T-56 power s e c t i o n  was flowp aboard and i n s t a l l e d  bu t  
was l a t e r  discovered t o  a l s o  be f a u l t y .  A bad f u e l  spray 
p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  number 3 combustion can caused damage t o  t h e  



can, t h e  s t a t o r s ,  t h e  blades and burned the  tops of f  a l l  b u t  
s i x  of t h e  thermocouples i n  the  tu rb ine  sec t ion .  Another power 
s e c t i o n  was procured and i n s t a l l e d ,  

The primary mission was once again s t r i k e  cont ro l .  Data 
l i n k  operat ions va r i ed  from good t o  exce l l en t ,  with an average 
l i n k  time of 3 hours per f l i & t .  This l i n e  per iod also1 saw 
t h e  completion of the  C l a r i n e t  Raoer p r o j e c t  with a we l l  done 
extended from CONS3VENTEFLT. I 

Th.e fol lowing i s  a f l i g h t  opera t ions  s t a t i s t i c a l  summary 
f o r  the per iod 5; Harch through 5; Apr i l  1968: 

a. F l i g h t  hours day/night 113 .4/45.'7 
b e  C a r r i e r  landings day/ni&t 28/11 
c, To ta l  s o r t i e s  assizned 77 I 

d. S o r t i e s  cancel led,  a i r c r a f t  down 21 , 
1 e .  S o r t i e s  cancel led,  A i r  Operations 
1 f .  A i r  abor t s  

On. 1 Apr i l ,  t h e  U .  S. Lsaulted bombing nor th  of 20' N l a t -  
i t u d e  and on 5 Apr i l ,  bombing was haul ted  n o r t h  of 19O 
tude. This  concentrated t h e  a i r  wings e f f o r t s  on 
enemy supply l i n e s  i n  southern N o ~ t h  Vietnam and 

Th.8 RANGEX3 departed Yankee S t a t i o n  on 11 A p r i l  and a f t e r  
a shor t  s t a y  at Subic Bay, proceeded t o  Hong Kong. The c a r r i e r  
remained inpor t  Hong Kong from 11 A p r i l  through 20 Apri b . 

On. 22 Apr i l ,  the squadron collpnenced i t s  f i n a l  comb t sup- t p o r t  opera t ions  on Yankee S t a t i o n ,  = / s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  as t h e  
primary mission of t h e  E-ZA. Durllng c y c l i c  pperat ions,  t h i s  
cons is ted  of vec to r ing  s t r i k e  and photo recomaisance  a ' r c r a f t  
t o  t h e i r  coast-in-point and i n  some ins tances  t o  t h e i r  a r g e t s ,  

ored and were provided with f l i g h t  following. 

I A-6 a i r c r a f t  operated independently a s  d i d  t h e  F-4s i f  hey 
had an up system. A-ks, A-79, and A-5s f r equen t ly  were vect-  

The fol lowing i s  a f l i g h t  opdrat ions s t a t i s t i c a l  s b a r y  
f o r  the  per iod 22 A p r i l  through 9 Nay 1968: I 

a. F l i g h t  hours day-/night 
b e  C a r r i e r  landings day/night 
c. S o r t i e s  assigned 

- 

d. S o r t i e s  cancel led,  a i r c r a f t  down 
52 
19 

e. S o r t i e s  cancel led,  A i r  Operations 0 
f .  A i r  abor t s  0 
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0:n 8 May, the  RANGER departed Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  Subic 
Bay anld a r r ived  10  May. Those members of t h e  squadron sched- 
uled t o  make another c ru i se ,  diseinbarked t o  be flown home by 
c o m e r c i a l  a i r .  On 18 Way, t h e  "Bed Carpetn f l i g h t  a r r ived  
a t  Travis  Am, Cal i fo rn ia .  

The squadron f l y  off  launched from the  RABJGXR on 24 May 
f o r  MAS North I s l and ,  The next morning, t h e  RANGiB docked a t  
N A S  Almeda. The squadron gear  wbs o f f  loaded and placed on 
t h e  su r face  l i f t .  An a i r  l i f t  was arranged f o r  squadron per- 
sonnel a r r i v i n g  NAS North I s l a n d  on 26 May. Leave was granted 
t o  t h e  maximum number of personnel. 

On 28 June, CDR L. C .  PAGE r e l e i v e d  CDR G .  E. I?. IIIWNZAF4 
a s  Comnander Attack C a r r i e r  A i r  tJBng Tb?O a t  a ceremony he ld  
a t  MAS Mirarnar, (See Annex B )  . 

A Ohange of Command Ceremony was he ld  a t  NAS North I s l a n d  
on 3 J u l y  a t  which CDR J. G A 3 C I A  ~ e l e i v e d  CDR J .  J. WEAVER a s  
Commanding Off icer  of C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron 
ONE HUI\TDRED PIFTEEX . Rear Admiral Constantine A.  KARABERIS, 
Comnantler F lee t  A i r  S a n  Diego/Pleet A i r  Wing FOURTEE?; was the  
guest  speaker. (See Annex C ) .  

The month of J u l y  saw the  beginning of a l a r g e  t u r n  over 
of personnel.  New b i l l e t s  had t o  be assigned, quotas had t o  
be obtained f o r  t h e  necessary and t h e  requi red  schools,  new 
squadron p o l i c i e s  were promulgated, and opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  
comment: ed . 

A i r c r a f t  were a t  a premium dtwing t h e  summer months due 
t o  the  requi red  maintenance scheaule. BUNO 151716, ME 752 
went i n t o  PAR from 27 May through 24 J u l y  and BUNO 151717, 
NE 753 went i n t o  PAR from 27 June through 6 September. On 
24 June, the  squadron accepted BUN0 150533, NE 751, from 
RVAW-1:LO. BITNO 151712, NZ 750 wa$ down c o n s i s t a n t l y  f o r  
var ious reasons,  

E T T ~ ~  with t h e  shortage of a i p c r a f t ,  t he  squadron was ab le  
t o  f l y  t h r e e  FCLP periods from 29 through 31 July ,  from 1 9  
througl.1 20 August and f r o n  7 through 17 September. The squad- 
ron a l s o  flew t h r e e  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  per iods  from 6 through 
9 A u ~ u s ~ ,  from 21 through 22 Augu$t and from 7 through 17 Sep- 
tember no t  t o  mention t h e  numerous t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  f o r  t h e  
backend crews. 

From 19 through 30 August, the  squadron joined CW-2 f o r  
i t s  corlventional weapons deployment t o  NAS Fal lon,  Nevada. 
The Fal-lon deployment, al though eol ightening,  d id  l i t t l e  t o  
enhance the squadrons opera t ional  readiness .  The crews had 
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t o  re1;y s t r i c t l y  on IFF due t o  the  E-2A? s l ack  of overland 
p a d a ~  c a p a b i l i t y ,  

A s  with each t u r n  around, VAIU-115 had i t s  annual Admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  and Mater ia l  Inspec t ion  on 12  and 1 3  September c l i -  
maxed lay a Personnel Inspect ion  and Awards Ceremony. 

Om 17 September, the  squadro d e p a ~ b e d  NAS Alameda f o r  
i t s  shake down c r u i s e  aboard the  ANGEB, Operations proceeded 
norma1:Ly u n t i l  BUN0 150533, NE 75 ! rece ived  p r o p e l l e r  damage 
when a pe ice  of yehlow gear was backed i n t o  it, 

P:rom 27 through 30 September the  RANGEE3 was i n  p o r t  NAS 
Alamedrs. St710 150533, NE 751 was off loaded t o  enable t h e  
rnainte~nance crews t o  change the  pPo2eller and ob ta in  t h e  a s s i s -  
tance of t he  base f a c i l i t i e s .  

Gm 1 October, t h e  RANGZR com/nenced i t s  Operat ional  Readi- 
ness  Exerc ise  wi th  VAlG-115 cclmpiltng a very commendable f i n a l  
grade of 91, The squadron obtained valuable  t r a i n i n g  by pro- 
viding the  c a r r i e r ,  t he  fo rce ,  an& t h e  A i r  Wing with Aiborne 
Ear ly  liarning, extended communications, A i r  I n t e r c e p t  Control ,  
S t r i k e  Control,  and Search and Rescue coorainat ion.  

CDR F. B, HOLLICK repor ted  a oard on 17 October and r e l e i v e d  
LCDR R .  G, W B E R T  as  Executive 0 f i c e r .  (See Annex D) . 

h?om 20 through 23 October, the a i r c r a f t  were loaded aboard 
the  RANGER f o r  i t s  deployment t o  t h e  i4estern Pacif4c as a member 
of the  Seventh F lee t .  On 26 October, VAL$-115 departed MAS Alameda 
f o r  i t s  second combat support  deployment, 

The  f i v e  day transit t o  Pear Harbor, Hawaii was very event- 
f u l .  !Che days were spent  by long hours a t  General  Quar te r s ,  
other  d r i l l s ,  b r e i f  ings  f o r  the  f l i g h t  crews on upcoming f l i g h t s  
and p u t t i n g  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  touches on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  On 29 Octo- 
ber ,  t h e  squadron commenced f l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  prepara t ion  
f o r  t h e  upcoming Operational Readiness Inspec t  ion,  

F~?iday,  1 November was spent i n  p o r t  P e a r l  Harbor obta in ing  
a d d i t i o n a l  b r e i f i n g s  and p icking  pp the  O R 1  observers.  On 2 
November t h e  RANGEEI was underway f o r  two and a h a l f  days of 
in tens ive  operat ions.  Each phase of t h e  squadron's opera t ions  
was c l o s e l y  checked by exper t  observers.  

The R A N G 3 3  spent 4 and 5 Nov$mber in  p o r t  Bear1 Harbor f o r  
a much deserved r e s t ,  Wednesday, 6 Xoveraber, t h e  RANGER departed 
Pea r l  Harbor f o r  Yokosuka, Japan. 
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On 7 November t h e  squadron lcomrnenced opera t ion  "Brown 
 ear." Operation ' ~ r o w n  Bearn arid Yankee Team procedures c a l l  
f o r  ready a l e r t  per iods with t h e  E-2A i n  a f i f t e e n  minute 
standby which would requ i re  continuous power i n  t h e  INS. 
Coordination wi th  t h e  RANGER r e s u l t e d  i n  r e l a x i n g  this  requi re-  
ment t o  an nAler t  30" during which: 

a. An alignment i s  obtained p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  check-out 
purpose3. 

b. An alignment i s  commenced i m i d i a t e l y  upon r e c e i p t  
of t h e  word t o  scramble. 

c. Launch occurs a s  soon as poss ib le  fol lowing alignment, 
somewhere between Pwenty and t h i r t y  minutes t o t a l  time. 

T:he c a r r i e r  was i n  p o r t  Yokosuka from 14 through 18 Nov- 
ember. On Monday, 18 November, t b e  RAHGER proceeded south t o  
t h e  Ph i l ipp ine  I s l ands .  Exerc ise  * ~ l u e  s e t '  was conducted wi th  
the Tilawan A i r  Force on 20 November. The exe rc i se  was conducted 
off' T i  iswmlandrwas concluded with a  m i s s i l e  and gunf i re  d i sp lay  
by the  Tiawan A i r  Force a t  a  s l e d  towed by t h e  RANGER. 

Tlie A i r  Wing continued i t s  f t i g h t  opera t ions  as the  c a r r i e r  
proceeded on course t o  the  Ph i l ipp ine  I s l ands .  On 21 November, 
during a m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  exerc ise ,  WE 103 from VF-21 was l o s t  at 
sea. The RIO success fu l ly  e j e c t e d  and VAY-115 was instrumental  
i n  coordinat ing t h e  SAR e f f o r t .  

The RANGER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay on 22 November and a long 
day of in tens ive  b r e i f i n g s  comen ed. A demonstration of t h e  
Ful ton Skyhook concluded t h e  b r e i  f ings.  

The RANGER departed Subic Bay on 24 November and commenced 
m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  exe rc i ses  from 24 q'hrough 26 November enroute  
t o  Yankee S t a t i o n  i n  the  Gulf of *onkin. 

On 28 November, VAN-115 a r r ived  on Yankee S t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  
f i r s t  oombat support  l i n e  per iod  df t h e  c ru i se .  Yankee S t a t i o n ' s  
l o c a t i o n  and t h e  continuous re le ive-on-s ta t ion  BARCAP r equ i re -  
ments n e c e s s i t a t e d  a 1.8 hour cycle  time. This  schedule v i r t -  
u a l l y  el iminated t r i p l e - c y c l i n g  t h e  E-2A anu produced a sched- 
u l e  of t h r e e  double and one s i n ~ l e  cycle  during the  twelve hours 
of f l i g h t  operat ions.  The s i n g l e  cycle  was flown f i r s t  rathjer 
than  l a s t  t o  give t h e  Naintenance Department f l e x i b i l i t y  early 
i n  t h e  day. 



The Following i s  a f l i g h t  operations s t a t i s t i c a l  summary 
f o r  the  period 15 October through 30 November 1968: 

a. F l i&t  hours day/night 2.59.6/80.6 
b . Carr ier  landings day/night 30/15 
c. S o r t i e s  assigned 46 
d. So r t i e s  cancelled a i r c r a f t  down 6 
e. So r t i e s  cancelled A i r  Operations 
F. A i r  abor ts  

5 
0 

Tlne periods from 1 through 10 and 14 through 29 December 
were s:pent a t  Yankee S t a t i on  conducting SPECOPS, while 10 
through 13 and 29 through 31 Decetnber were spent i n  t r a n s i t  
t o  and from Subic Bay. A change Ln schedule shortened a 
proposlsd 12 through 15 Cecember break a t  Cubi Point t o  e ight  
hours alongside the pier .  

The continued scheduling of the  s ing l e  two hour cycle 
f i r s t  followed by the  three  double cycles,  again allowed 
maintenance f l e x i b i l i t y .  This resu l ted  i n  only e ight  out 
of n inety  s o r t i e s  being missed with one a i r  abort.  

With the decrease i n  operatibns i n  the  Gulf of Tonkin, 
s t r i k e  control  has become almost hon-existant. The primary 
r o l e  of the E-2A has been AD! with the squadron compiling 
123.5 hours of Link 11 time. The secondary missions of the  
E-2. have been f l i g h t  following during reconnaisance missions, 
rad io  re lay ,  middle man, parrot  checks, and A I C .  The squadron 
compiled a t o t a l  of 126 ac tua l  in te rcep ts  during t h i s  period. 

Operation Z I P L I P  was execute4 while enroute t o  Subic Bay 
on 30 December, as  an i n i t i a l  t e s t  of procedures proposed by 
the  squadron fo r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the  E-2A during ENCON Condit- 
ions. m!CCW Coniiition Alpha was 9et upon the launching of 
two E-22s. The primary mission aa rc ra f t  and the  airborne 
backup proceeded t o  a s t a t i o n  bey~nd  50 miles from the RANGER. 
Once on s ta t ion ,  the  primary B-2A proceeded t o  Poro Point and 
gave aclvisory control  fo r  a BQM-34~ PJISSILEX, MISSILEX Sym- 
bology was S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~ ~ ~  t ransmit ted over 200 miles v i a  Link 11. 
A l l  f ly-off  a i r c r a f t  launched ~ v ~ C C I E  Prom the RAIJG-ER and checked 
i n  with " ~ i b e r t y  control tf  v ice  s t r i k e  fo r  parrot  checks, vectors 
and AD12 assistance.  Additional Z I P L I ?  pract ice  periods were 
sckedul.ed during ship t r a n s i t s .  

The following i s  a f l i g h t  opeirations s t a t i s t i c a l  summary 
fo r  the period 1 through 31 December 1968: 
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a. F l igh t  hours day/night 182.3/155.8 
b. Carr ier  landings day/nigbt 40146 
c. S o r t i e s  assigned 90 
d. S o r t i e s  cancelled a i r c r a f t  down 8 
e. So r t i e s  cancelled A i r  Operations 0 
f .  A i r  aborts 1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure ( 2 )  


