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BLACKEAGLE SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1981 

JANUARY: 

04-08 FLEET CARRIER LANDING P R A C T I ~ E  (FCLP) 

07-10 CARRIER QUALIFICATIONS (CQ) U!$S CORAL SEA 

13-14 FCLP 

16-18 C:Q USS CORAL SEA 

18-22 CYCLIC OPS USS CORAL SEA 

04-3 1 TURNAROUND TRAINING, NAS MIRAMAR 

FEBRUARY: 

03-05 FCLP 

09-10 F'CLP 

11-12 C:Q AND CYCLIC OPS USS CORAL SEA 

0 1-28 TURNAROUND TRAINING, NAS MIRAMAR 

MARCH: 

04-05 F'CLP 

07-08 CQ USS CORAL SEA 

11 COMMAND INSPECTION 

13-19 AIROPS SOCAL ABOARD USS CORA& SEA 

21-23 INTEGRATED WEAPONS SYSTEMS REVIEW (IWSR) 

01-31 TURNAROUND TRAINING, NAS M I R ~ M A R  

APRIL: 

01-03 I'WSR 
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05-16 PiIRWING OPS, NAS FALLON 

20-24 HRAV 

27-30 F'CLP 

MAY: - 
05 ENROUTE MIDPAC 

08-2 1 MIDPAC OPS 

22-25 INPORT PEARL HARBOR, HI 

26-3 I TRANSITEXIWEPTRAEX SOCAL 

JUNE: 

0 1-05 UrEPTRAEX SOCAL 

06-07 INPORT NORTH ISLAND 

08- 12 ORE 

29-30 FCLP 

01-30 TURNAROUND TRAINING, NAS MIRAMAR 

JULY: 

01-06 TURNAROUND TRAINING, NAS M I R ~ M A R  

07-21 FLEETEX 1-81 

22-3 1 PRE-OPERATIONAL MAINTENANCE (POM) 

AUGUST: 

01-19 POM 

20 ENROUTE WESPAC 

30-3 1 IPlJPORT PEARL HARBOR, HI 
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SEPTEMBER: 

0 1 INPORT PEARL HARBOR, HI 

0 1-09 NIIDPAC OPS 

10 INCHOP WESTPAC 

21-30 INPORT SUBIC BAY, RP 

OCTOBER: 

0 1-05 SOUTH CHINA SEA OPS 

06-10 INPORT SINGAPORE 

11-31 INDIAN OCEAN OPS 

NOVEMBER: 

01-30 INDIAN OCEAN OPS 

DECEMBER: 

01-17 INDIAN OCEAN OPS 

19 TRANSIT TO SOUTH CHINA SEA 

22-24 DIXIE STATION OPS 

28-3 1 INPORT PATTAYA BEACH, THAILAND 

198 1 SQUADRON STATISTICS: 

TOTAL HOURS FLOWN: 2143.5 

TOTAL CARRIER LANDINGS: 7 07 
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BLACKEAGLE SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1981 

VAW-113, commanded by CDR Arthur J. SC~ROEDER and with Executive Officer 
CDR Stephen E. CURTIS began 1981 at their homeport, NAS Miramar. Most of the  month 
of January was spent flying Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) hops and then in 
Carrier Qualification (CQ) aboard the  USS CORA SEA (CV-43). After CQ, the  squadron 4 remained abo,ard and participated in four days of cyclic operations with other CVW-14 
aircraft. During this time the Black Eagles inaudurated Link-4 operations with A-7 and 
A-6 aircraft. 

After more FCLPts in the early part of Febru ry, VAW-113 returned t o  the Coral Sea 
for more CQ and cyclic operations. The squadro 4 conducted increasingly sophisticated 
operations with the  airwing, logging significantly ore air control hours and numbers of 
intercepts than in previous months. This time, the se of Link-4 with the  attack elements 
was expanded controlling Surface Surveillance E ontrol (SSC), War At Sea Exercises 
(WASEX), Mine Exercises (MINEX) and Alpha Strikes with the data link. 

March brought more FCLPts, more CQ and m r e  cyclic operations aboard Coral Sea. 
All pilots were certified night current by the 19th i& d the squadron continued polishing CV 
tactics and developing tactical uses for Link-4 with the  attack elements of the airwing. 
At the end of the month the  first VAW-113 E-2B was sent t o  NAS Norfolk t o  receive the 
new KG-40. The KG-40 replaces the old KG-q3 and encrypts Link-11 transmission. 
Included in the  package was another UHF radio briqging the  total number of UHF radios in 
the  E-2 t o  five. 

The Black Eagles joined the airwing for weapdns training a t  NAS Fallon from 5 to  16 
April. They completed extensive training in Airborne Intercept Control (AIC), Alpha 
Strike control and Search and Rescue Exercises (SAREX). 

The highlight of the  month of May was the "Pineapple Cruise" which included 
MIDPAC OPS and a three day port visit in Pearl Harbor. During the TRANSITEX back t o  
SOCAL, the  Black Eagles simultaneously conducted Airborne Early Warning (AEW), CAP 
Control, SSC, WASEXs and EMCON recoveries the  entire Battle Group remained in 
total EMCON,, Airwing assets under E-2 attacked and neutralized the 
entire Orange Surface Action Group in USS CORAL SEA. 

The Black Eagles returned to  Miramar in early June, after concluding an extremely 
successful WE,PTRAEX. After a weekend inport, the squadron returned t o  sea for the  
Operations Readiness Exam (ORE) and achieve the highest grades of any tactical 
squadron in the  airwing. They also attained the  ighest landing gradeslboarding ra te  in 
the  airwing during the entire ORE and six week MI 

The Black: Eagles concluded their work-ups with the completion of FLEETEX 1-81 on 
21 July. Working with elements of the USS Battle Group, VAW-113 
continued t o  ]provide effective command in a wide variety of 
battle scenarios. FLEETEX 1-81 was 
of the  former U.S.N.S. WHEELING, 
Eagle control. 
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The first weeks of August were spent in final preparation for deployment including 
Pre-Operational Maintenance (POM). The majority of the  flying was dedicated t o  
maintaining pilot carrier landing proficiency. The squadron deployed for its ninth 
WESTPAC cruise on schedule on 20 August aboard USS CORAL SEA. NFO1s and Flight 
Technicians (FT1s) devoted all available mission time towards grooming system 
performance prior t o  commencing real world AEW tasking against Soviet reconnaisance 
aircraft after. the  Pearl Harbor inport period. VA W-1 13 p a s e d  the significant milestone 
of 5,000 accident free flight hours on 28 August. Two days later Coral Sea pulled into 
Pearl Harbor for a two day port visit. 

Cyclic alperations commenced clearing Pearl Harbor. Initial 
operations included simulated TU-95 
NAS Barber's Point which 
Upon moving into the  Guam with USAF B- 
52's and CVW-14 F-4% standard 
for transiting aircraft carriers. 

The Battle Group inchoped WESTPAC on tHe tenth of September and on the  19th 
conducted an exercise consisting of low level raid by VC-5 A-4% out of NAS Cubi Point. 
On the  first raid all inbound bogeys were detect d and intercepted by F-4's under Black 
Eagle control. The Coral Sea pulled into Subic Ba , Philippines on the 21st for a nine day 
port visit. During this time CDR CURTIS relie / ed CDR SCHROEDER as Commanding 
Officer and CDR Thomas A. CHIPRANY became executive Officer. 

The first: couple of days out of Subic Bay \irere spent requalifying the airwing for 
carrier operations. The Coral Sea participated in operation ADEX (Air Defense Exercise) 
2-82 with the, USS KITTY HAWK in the South China Sea in early October. The exercise 
was complicated by the presence of real world "Bear" aircraft which precluded meaningful 
Anti-Air-Warfare Exercises (AAWEX), but provided excellent training in long range 
intercept andl escort of the soviet surveillance aircraft. Intercepts were controlled a t  
ranges in excess of 250NM from the  Coral Sea Battle Group. 

Operation MERLION-81 was held with the  armed forces of Singapore from 6 t o  10 
October and provided outstanding disimilar air combat control and Anti-PT Boat WASEX 
training. After a four day port visit in Singapore, the Coral Sea relieved the USS 
AMERICA as  the  duty Indian Ocean carrier on the 18th and covered her transit through 
the  Bab El Mandeb Straits on her way to  the  Mediterranean. 

For the  next two months, operations in the I. . became routine although the  tempo of 
operations was high. In October the squadron b oke a two year record by logging 243 
flight hours and then turned around and flew 251 ours in November. AEW against IL-38 
"May" aircraft flying mostly out of Aden and S C control to  gather intelligence were 
common on nlost flights. In addition, many fligh !! s participated in various exercises such 
as WASEXs, AAWEXs, SAREXs, AIC exercises and so forth. During the month of 
October, 36 of these graded exercises were condukted, a high for VAW-113. The standard 
operating procedure was t o  have an alert dircraft on 30 minute standby from 
approximately 0500 until the first launch since the Mays usually launched during the 
morning hours. VAW-113 launched this alert six times in November and each time the  
Hummer was the controlling platform for the successful intercepts. A total of 16 May 
aircraft were intercepted during the month. - 
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Three major exercises highlighted Indian 0cekn operations during November."Beacon 
Flashn conducted with Oman gave the Black Eagles the  opportunity to run multiple, 
simultaneous Alpha Strikes with concurrent ATC coordination procedures. This was one 
of the few opportunities for CVW-14 attack aiqcrews to  practice low level overland 
navigation in the Indian Ocean. 

"GONZOEX" presented four days of intensive allied anti-surface and anti-ship 
warfare training with the  British Royal Navy Indian Ocean Flotilla lead by the HMS 
GLAMORGAN. The French Destroyer F. N. KERSAINT, also on Gonzo Station, 
subsequently provided several additional days of v gorous WASEX training. Finally during 
"Bright Star :91" VAW-113 provided command an d control services t o  the  Joint Tactical 
Rapid Deployment Force during their operations i Oman. Ths exercise had international 
significance since i t  was the  first overseas fie f d exercise for the  new RDF. After 
completion of the exercise, the Bright Star forces were escorted by the  Coral Sea Battle 
Group t o  the  13ab El Mandeb Straits on their transit t o  the  Red Sea. 

ADEX 82-4 was clearly the  highlight of D cember's operations. Consisting of a 
morning WASEX against Gray forces (USS C 4 NSTELLATION Battle Group) and an 
afternoon AAWEX against Blue forces (USS CORAL SEA Battle Group), the evolution 
made use of ithe aggressive tactics and high full mission capability rate  set by the  Black 
Eagles and elements of CVW-14. 

With blue forces in total EMCON, Two BI ck Eagle E-2's launched and assumed 
separated stations well north of the  Blue BG in rder t o  mislead Gray forces as t o  the 
Blue CV position. Upon reaching station west of onnie, both aircaft activated emitters 
and initiated one-way Link-11 burst transmissi \ ns. Gray forces SSSC aircraft were 
detected searching areas well north of the  primary Blue force. Likely surface targets 
were also detected close t o  the  estimated position of Gray BG forces. Blue aircraft were 
subsequently vectored by Link-4 over 450NM on aj low-level ingress t o  the  Gray CV in a 
successful strike. The AAWEX was similarily suc$cessful. Blue E-2's assummed stations 
on opposite sides of the  threat sector and took control of Blue CAP. Flexdeck operations 
and overhead tanking allowed full concentration of controllers t o  AIC and AEW, resulting 
in nearly all inbound bogies being successfully iptercepted by F-4's under Black Eagle 
control. Jamming efforts by the Gray EA-6B's wdre readily discernable on IFF video and 
the source pinpointed by jamstrobes from the  two tblue E-2B's. 

Turnover with VAW-112 and the USS CONST LLATION Battle Group was completed 
on December 17. The next day a shellback initiati 1 n ceremony was held on the  Coral Sea 
in honor of crossing the equator into King Neptune's Realm. Immediately afterward, the  
Battle Group responded to  contingency tasking and commenced a high speed transit 
through the  Straits of Malacca in order t o  assume 4 station located within 48 hours sailing 
time of Korea, due t o  increased tension in the ar a. This requirement was subsequently 
relaxed and the Battle Group resumed Dixie Stai i n off the coast of Vietnam as original 
scheduled. Interestingly, there was no Bear activity and no soviet efforts were made t o  
surveil the  Battle Group in spite of the  proximity to  Cam Rahn Bay. VAW-113 ended 1981 
in Pattaya Betach, Thailand along with the  rest of the Coral Sea Battle Group for some 
well deserved liberty after  78 days a t  sea. - 
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HISTORY OF 
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDRED TC~IRTEEN 
Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron 0 E HUNDRED THIRTEEN had its early 

beginning at the  end of World War I1 as a researc k project t o  explore the  feasibility of the  
airborne earliy warning concept. In 1948 the Navy formed the  first airborne early warning 
squadron, VAW-11, homeported at NAS North Island. VAW-11 continued t o  work in 
developing the AEW concept and in 1950 deploye detachments which provided both ASW 
(Anti-Subma~r ine) and AE W (Airborne Early War i ing) protection throughout the Korean 
Conflict. The mission of the squadron was clearly defined to  provide all-weather early 
warning services t o  the  fleet and shore warning nets. 

On April 20, 1967 VAW-11 was divided into even individual squadrons. On April 29, 
1967 VAW-113 deployed to  the  Western Pac 3 f ic  flying E-2A aircraft aboard USS 
CONSTELLPITION as  a member of Attack Carried Air Wing FOURTEEN. 

The Black Eagles of VAW-113 have made n'ne deployments t o  the Western Pacific 
aboard USS CONSTELLATION (CV-64), USS EdTTERPRISE (CVN-65), and USS CORAL 
SEA (CV-43). The squadron has been awarded two Battle Efficiency 'tEtsl', the CNO 
Aviation Safety Award, The Presidential Unit Citation, the Navy Unit Commendation, the 
Meritorious 'Unit Commendation and the  Medal. World Famous Black 
Eagle crews participated in Vietnamese since 1967, climaxing in 
May of 1975 with "Operation Frequent Windtt, the evacuation of American Forces from 
South Vietnam. 

During the 1975 deployment aboard Enterprise, VAW-113 became the Navy's first E- 
2B squadron to  operate with the F-14A Tomcats., As such the squadron was instrumental 
in developing tactics which best utilize the t 1 ~ a 4 k e y e "  with the expanded capabilities of 
the Navy's newest fighter. 

In July of 1975, VAW-113 changed homeportsfrom NAS North Island t o  NAS Miramar. 
VAW-113 was the recipient of the First Annual C 0 AEW Excellence Award in September 
of 1976. This distinction designated the  Black as the  best AEW squadron in the 
Navy. 

In 1978 the Black Eagles completed their final deployment aboard USS ENTERPRISE. 
the squadron's 79/80 WESTPAC cruise aboard U S CORAL SEA was highlighted by the 
Irainian Crisis, in which Coral Sea and CVW-14 r mained a t  sea for 102 continuous days of 

again deployed t o  WESTPAC in August 1981. 
f Indian Oceari Contingency Operations. Followi g their turnaround cycle, the squadron 
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