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The year  1979 opened wi th  t h e  World  adou us Black Eagles  i n  t h e i r  
homeportat  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Miramar. The squadron had re turned  i n  
November 1978 from t h e i r  s i x t h  Western Pac$fic  Deployment and began a vigorous 
turnaround t r a i n i n g  cyc le .  Commanded by Cbmmander Don E. BALLARD and wi th  
Executive Of f i ce r ,  Commander Dieter H. OLSEN, t h e  schedule c a l l e d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  
i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  seventh Western P a c i f i c  Deployment which would begin i n  
November 1979. 

I n  January, a i rc rews  gained va luab le  experience a s  a r e s u l t  of READIEX 
1-79 and Link 11 s e r v i c e s  f o r  USS CORAL SEA (CV-43) Sea T r i a l s .  

READIEX 1-79 began wi th  i n p o r t  t r a i n i n g  a t  FCDSSA. Actual  f l i g h t s  cons i s t ed  
of S t r i k e  ControlIWASEX, AAWEX and MISSIL RangeSurveillancdCoordination i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  M i s s i l e  Range (PMR). The Eagles  were a l s o  tasked wi th  a 

a f  t e r  over haul .  
Link 11 eva lua t ion  wi th  USS CORAL SEA dur ing  h e r  i n i t i a l  sea t r i a l s  

Following succes s fu l  completion of REqIEX 1-79 on 1 February, t h e  squadron 
continued t r a i n i n g  and maintenance e f f o r t s  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a massive 
search  f o r  an overdue fishTng v e s s e l  on 7 1 ebruary.  VAW-113 f lew i n  support  
of CNQ P r o j e c t  TOMAHAWK on 12-14 and 20-22 February 1979. The a c t u a l  m i s s i l e  
launches cln 14 and 22 February 1979 were h$ghly successfu l .  The Black Eagles  
provided hlSSC and s u r f a c e  p i c t u r e  r e l a y  as w e l l  as communication r e l a y  and 
coordinatj .on f o r  t h e  s i x  day eva lua t ion .  COWITAEWWINGPAC conducted an  annual 
command i n s p e c t i o n  on 26-28 February 1979. The squadron received a n  o v e r a l l  
grade of ~ ; a t i s f a c t o r y .  

I n  March, t h e  Black Eagles  began operaltions wi th  CVW-14. A weapons t r a i n i n g  
deployment: t o  NAS Lemoore, C a l i f o r n i a  from 11-23 March 1979 developed i n t e r - u n i t  
coord ina t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  A i r  Wing. This  wqs of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  view of t h e  
a d d i t i o n  of VMFA -323 and VMFA - 531. The f i r s t  week was dedica ted  t o  AIR/ACM 
wi th  u n i t s  of t h e  two f i g h t e r  squadrons under Black Eagle c o n t r o l .  Link 4A 
and o v e r a l l  c o n t r o l  was termed exce l l en t .  The second week was dedica ted  t o  
coord ina t ing  s t r i k e s  w i th  Oakland Center aind Edwards Approach Control ,  and 
providing bogey information f o r  t h e  f i g h t +  e s c o r t s .  Severa l  s imulated SARs 
were conducted providing va luab le  a i r c r ew t r a i n i n g .  The Black Eagles  conducted 
FCLPs, d e s p i t e  t h e  h igh  tempo of ope ra t iona l  commitments, i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  
a "back i n  t h e  saddle" CQ evo lu t ion  aboard USS CORAL SEA (CV-43) from 27-31 
March. During thi's cyc l e  a l l  s i x  p i l o t s  scheduled became both day and n i g h t  
cu r r en t .  Also dur ing  March, word w a s  rece ived  t h a t  t h e  sh ip l a i rwing  t e a m  
comprising USS ENTERPRISEICVW-14 was t h e  droup One winner of t h e  Admiral F l a t l e y  
Memorial Award f o r  s a f e t y  f o r  CY-78. 

Train.ing continued i n  A p r i l  w i th  FCLPs dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  month 
and CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA dur ing  t h e  laqt week. While t h e  p i l o t s  were g e t t i n g  
t h e i r  shilpboard landing  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  NFOs/ and F l i g h t  Technicians were 
u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Weapon System t r a i n e r  t o  p o l i s h  SSSC and WASEX t a c t i c s .  Qn 12 
Apr i l ,  Commander D i e t e r  H. OLSEN assumed oommand from Commander Don E. BALLARD 
and CDR Arthur  J. Schroeder became t h e  Exicut ive  Officer, co- 
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May and June s a w  t h e  Black Eagles  contbnuing thdkr  crew t r a i n i n g ,  inc luding  
t h r e e  morel CQ per iods  and s a f e t y  standdown. The CNAP Maintenance Management 
Advisory Team v i s i t  and t h e  I n t r e g r a t e d  Weapons System Review he ld  during June 
honed our  s k i l l s  t o  a r a z o r ' s  edge. Black Eagles a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  USS 
CORAL SEA fNSURV and rece ived  a " W e l l   one'' from CVW-14. 

J u l y  s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  1 year  anniversaky of acc iden t  f r e e  opera t ions ,  w i th  
t h e  squadron compiling more than  1350 acc ipent - f ree  f l i g h t  hours.  The Black 
Eagles p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  work-up at-sea period dur ing  t h e  months of 
J u l y  and A,ugust. A l l  e leven  (11) p i l o t s  w$re day re f reshed  and achieved a 
boarding rate i n  excess  of 90%. Opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  included AAWEX, MINEX 
and ALPHA s t r i k e  missions.  

READ1E:X 2-79 i n  August combined t h e s e  t r a i n i n g  missions wi th  a KOMAREX, 
t h e  j o i n t  s e r v i c e  AAWEX "AMALGAM CHIEF", a d range s u r v e i l l a n c e / s a f e t y  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  a l i v e  CAPISAM m i s s i l e  shoot  i n  t h e  Pa t i f i c  M i s s i l e  Range. 

The NATOPS Unit  Evaluat ion administered dur ing  September proved t h e  
squadron knowledgeable i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  wi th  a grade  of s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Again 
during t h e  ORE, t h e  Black Eagles  scored h i  h i n  t h e  exams and provided 
e x c e l l e n t  AEW coverage and aggressiveCAP c ! n t r o l .  War-at-Sea s t r i k e  c o n t r o l ,  
mine l ay ing  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  coord ina t ion ,  K O ~ E X  s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  and 15-18 p lane  
ALPHA s t r i k e  coord ina t ion  by Black Eagle Ckews ne t t ed  comments of "Excellent" 
from s t r i k e  l eade r s .  

Cyclic: OPS continued i n t o  October aboakd USS CORAL SEA fol lowing t h e  ORE. 
Despi te  ope ra t ing  hours  which r a n  between 0100-1100 d a i l y ,  t h e  Black Eagles  
ad jus t ed  and continued t 6  meet ope ra t iona l  requirements.  A f t e r  22 days of 
at-sea opczrations, t h e  squadron r e tu rned  t o  Miramar. Many hours were expended 
i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  COMFITAEWWINGPAC prledeployment m a t e r i a l  i n spec t ion  on 
19 Octobe~:. 

VAW-1113 completed i t s  POM period on 7 November and began pack-up f o r  
deployment:. WESTPAC deployment commenced 1 3  November aboard USS COARL SEA 
(CV-43) arid was followed by a n  abbreviatedREADIEX 1-80A. Af t e r  a s h o r t  
replenishment i n  P e a r l  Harbor, CORAL S U  q r a n s i t t e d  t o  t h e  Guam OPAREA and 
"Inchopped" t o  Seventh F l e e t  on 26 Novernbdr. On 28 November, Black Eagle 
crews and maintencance personnel  provided 7.5 hours  of coverage f o r  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  during reconnaisance by f o u r  (41)  Sovie t  Bear a i r c r a f t .  From t h e  
launch of t h e  A l e r t  30 crew, i n i t i a l  de t ed t ion  a t  415 NM from CORAL SEA, and 
i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  of VMFA-323 a i r c r a f t  a t  180 NM, t h e  Black Eagles proved t h e  
va lue  of t h e  e a r l y  warning platform. 

Deceml~er's ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Okinawa OPAREA included s e v e r a l  unique 
operationi31 and t r a i n i n g  experiences:  c y c l i c  OPS and a j o i n t  e f f o r t  wi th  t h e  
A i r  Force E-3A a i r c r a f t  w a s  performed. A Black Eagle r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w a s  
d i spa tched  t o  Osan, Korea and on 6 and 9 qecember, a Black Eagle a i r c r a f t  
scored a Wavy f i r s t  by succes s fu l ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  two-way Link between a n  E-2B 
and a E-3B. 



Range s a f e t y  and communications coordination were provided during two 
MISSILEX1s on 17 and 18 December. Launch'ng from an a l e r t  s t a t u s  on 19 
December, Black Eagle a i r c r a f t  provided ea k l y  de tec t ion  and in te rcep t  control  
i n  respons~e t o  a simulated For t ress  ~ a r r i e k  excercise.  Detection of two S-3's 
f ly ing  a t  300 f e e t  was made 160 NM from thk ship  with t h e  in te rcep t  made a t  
130 NM. 

Black Eagle representa t ives  w e r e  made bvai lable  on another j o i n t  Link 
excerc ise  on 28 December. With Black Eagle representa t ives  observing from 
PATWING ONE DET Cubi Point  TSC and USS WILLIAM H. STANDLEY (CG-32), two-way 
Link was es tabl ished.  Data was exchanged between CG-32, TSC, and an E-2B 
on-deck USS CORAL SEA, with another E-2B ai rborne  holding da ta  from a l l  th ree  
of t h e  o ther  u n i t s .  

The f i n a l  days of 1979 were spent i n  the  relaxed atmosphere of t h e  Black 
Eagle's hcnne away from home,Subic Bay. Wh'le wishing t o  be a t  home f o r  
Christmas, the  Black Eagle Aircrews, maint nance and support personnel could 
look back on a year w e l l  spent.  With t h e  k u l k  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  done, t h ~  World 
Famous Black Eagle's f u t u r e  promised a busp deployment ahead with r e a l  world 
t h r e a t s  and many days a t  sea t o  prove t h a t  Airborne Early Warning remains a 
v i t a l L  ingredient  i n  t h e  recipe f o r  world peace. 



RECLASSIFIED 
Summary of Opera ions 
Calendar Year 979 

Carrier Airborne Early Wa ning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED THI 1 TEEN 

January 

01-31 Predeployment Training NAS Mira+r 

21-25 LINKEX with USS CORAL SEA 

30-31 READIEX 1-79 NAS Miramar (Orange Force) 

February 

01 READIEX 1-79 NAS Miramar 

02-11 Predeployment Training NAS MiraMr 

12-14 CNO Project TOMAHAWK Support 

15-19 Predeployment Training NAS Mira@ar 

20-22 CNO Project TOMAHAWK Support 

23-25 Predeployment Training NAS Miramar 

26-28 COMFITAEWWINGPAC Command Inspeckion 

March 

01-10 Predeployment Training NAS Mir-r 

11- 2 3 Weapons Deployment NAS Lemoore 

24-26 

27-31 

April 

01-15 

12 

16-30 

22-23 

27 

28-30. 

Predeployment Training NAS Mir*ar 

CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Predeployment Training NAS Mira/mar 

Change of Command 

REFTRA aboard USS CORAL SEA-NAS Miramar 

CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA 

CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Predeployment Training NAS Mirdmar 

May 

01-02 CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA -NAS diramar 

03-06 Predeployment Training NAS Mir+ar 

07-08 CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA - NAS diramar 
09-31 Predeployment Training NAS Miramar 

DEcLASS~F~ED 
Enclosure (3) 



June 

01-03 

04-15 

05-06 

11-13 

09-17 

18-23 

24-30 

July 

0 1 

August 

01-03 

04-06 

17-23 

24-31 

September 

01-20 

21-25 

26-30 

October 

01-12 

13-31 

19 

November 

01-12 

13-15 

16-20 

21 

21-28 

26 

28-30 

Predeployment Training NAS Mira@r 

Integrated Weapons System Review NAS Miramar 

CQ aboard USS CORAL SEA - NAS Miramar 
CNAP Maintenance Management ~dvksory Team Visit 

Predeploymant Training NAS Mira@ar 

INSERV Detachment aboard USS C O ~  SEA 

Predeployment Training NAS Miramar 

Completed 1 year safe flying opbrations with 1350 
accident free hours 

Predeployment Training NAS Miramar 

Air operations aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Air operations aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Predeployment Training NAS Mira)nar 

READIEX 2-79 aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Pr ed ep loyment Training NAS Miramar 

Predeployment TrainingIUnit Evdl., NAS Miramar 

Operational Readiness Examination (ORE) SOCAL aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Air OPS/SOCAL aboard USS CORAL SEA 

Air OPS/SOCAL aboard USS CORAL SEA 

POM NAS Miramar 

Predeployment Material Inspection 

POM NAS Miramar 

Enroute Hawaii 

Operations Hawaii OPAREA 

Inport Pearl Harbor (0800-16001 

Enroute Guam 

Inchop, Seventh Fleet DEC~LASSIFJED 
Operations Guam OPAREA 



December 

01-03 Operations Guam OPAREA 

04-10 Operations Okinawa 

11-13 Port Visit, Pusan, Korea 

14-16 Transit to South China Sea 

17-19 Operations, South China Sea 

20-31 Inport, Subic Bay, R.P. 
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-.. A I R C F ~ A F T  SEH'UICES FOR CCHAL SEA S E A  TkUAL ( U )  ~. 

A. NAVSHIPY3 PUGET S O U i i D  W A  1520012 D E ~  78 

1. (u) S E J  ACF'T SERVICES R E Q  kEF A C O ~ P L E T E D  26 J A N  79. 

2. (U )  ! S T A G I N G  OF ACFT AT WHIDBEY ISLAIJCJ W I T H  H O S T I N G ~ L I A I S ~ N  FROM 
VA 196 WAS MOST E F F E C T I V E .  * 

3. (C) L I N K  1 1  O P S  WITH FSC E-2f j  ALLOWZD E Q U I P M E N T  PROBLEM I S 3 L A T I O N  
AT SHIPBOARD TEFININAL,  A P P R E C ~ A T E  UNSCHEDULED T H I R D  D A Y  .OPS W I T H  
E-2B.  

4 .  ( C >  TWO W A Y  L I N K  4A O P S  W I T H  ACFT 1 4 WERE OUSTANDING A N D  
FROVIDED A TOTAL S Y S T E K  TEST O F  THE TG A I R  CONTROL I N T E R F A C E S .  

5 0  (U) D E D I C A T I O K  O F  TKE tiELO P R O F E S S I C ( N A L S  IN P R O V I D I N G  LOG RUNS 
DW I N G  INCLEMENT uEATHER kliD A F L U I D  F L T  S C H E D K I D S  NOTED W I T H  
R E A S W E .  

6, (U )  T H E  "3EST IN THE WEST" T H A N K S  A  L P A R T I C I P A N T S  FOR A  J O B  
WELL D O N E  AND A  S I G N I F I C A N T  C O N T R I B U T I  8 N TO A S U C C E S S F U L  S E A  TRIALS, 
DECL:  31 MAR 79 

ET 
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DLW : C A ~ A E W F I O N  C I N E  0 KE THREE D E T  K A S  M I R A N A H  CA ( 3 ) .  , .ACT 
DL% : F I T R O N  O N E  DET N A S  MITIANAR C A ( 5 )  o.aACT 
DL% :FITFiOtq TWO DET NAS fiXil A M A f  CA ( 5 ) .  ,.ACT 

H T D  : 0 0 0 - 0 B @ / C O P I E S ? i 3 0 1 6  
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R O U T I N E  

M F A C S F A C  SAN DIEGO CA 

T O  C C G D E L E V E N  L O N G  B E A C H  CA U S S  B A I B R  I D G E  
U S S  H E M Y  B W I L S O N  H E L S U P P R O  N 0 NE 
H E L A N T I S U B R O I I  TWO H E L A N T l S U B R O N  T E N  
E L A N T I S U B R O N  E I G H T  FOUR HELA NT ISUBRO N EIGHT 
CARAEWRON ONE O N E  T H R E E  CARAEWRO N 0 NE O N E  TWO 
C A R A E V R O N  O N E  O N E  FOUR F I T R O N  ONE O N E  O N E  

I N F O  C O M T H I R I )  FLT 
C O N N A V S U R F P A C  S A  N D I E G O  CA 
C O N A S W W l N G P A C  S A N  D I E G O  CA 
F I T R O N  O N E  TWO SIX 

U N C L A S  / / N 0 3  130// 

S O C A L  S A R  S U P P O R T  

' C O M N A V A I R P A C  SAN DIEGO CA 
COPIFITAEWWINPPAC SAW DIEGO CA 
corn CR UDESGR u o NE 
F I T R O  N 0 NE TWO O N E  

L 

1. S E A R C H  AND RESCUE O P S  C O N D U C T E D  I N  S O C A L  3 1 JAN - 01 F a  79 
MERE S U P P O R E D  BY V A R I O U S  A I R  A N )  SURFACfE U N I T S  WHO VOLUC3fEERED 
A S S E T S  O N  SHlDRT N O T I C E .  YOUR ODNCERN 4NQ C O O P E R A T f O N  MADE THE 
T I H E - C R I T I C A I L  T A S K  F R U I T F U L  I N  T H E  P R O M P T  L O C A T I O N  31M) PI CK-UP O F  
T W O  (2) SURVIVORS. U S S  B A X N B R I D G E  PAR IcIPATI~N AS O N - S C E N E -  
C O f l M A m E R  ALlLOWED FOR A T H O R O U G H  SEAR C , AND EFFICIENT, C O O R D I N A T E D  
U S E  OF A V A I L A B L E  U N I T S *  

B 
2. T iE P R O F E S S I O N A L  A M  R A P I D  R E S P O N S C  BY W.1 .AIR &a S U R F A C E  
OWfSS I N V O L V E D  I S  G R E A T L Y  A P P R E C I A T E D ,  
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