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HM-14 is ass igned  t o  Hel icopter  T a c t i c a l  Wing ONE a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  
Norfolk, VA. The "VANGUARD" i s  capable  of r a p i d  deployment and can ope ra t e  
from e i t h e r  a v i a t i o n  capable  v e s s e l s  o r  shore  bases  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  primary 
mission of Airborne Mine Countermeasures (AMCM). CDR W. D. Stewart  was t h e  
Commanding O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  year  1988. HM-14 is based a t  NAS Norfolk, VA and 
was assigned 10 Sikorsky RII-53D he l i cop te r s .  

01 JANUARY - 21 MARCH 

HM-14 operated i n  t h e  Pers ian  Gulf i n  suppor t  of ope ra t ion  "Earnest  W i l l . "  

04-05 - Supported COMINEWARCOM i n  Char les ton ,  SC wi th  a s t a t i c  d i sp l ay .  
11 - Supported COMDESRON TWO i n  Norfolk, VA w i t h  a s ta t ic  d isp lay .  

03-08 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  FLEETEX 2-88 i n  Norfolk, VA. 

JULY - 
06-07 - Supported COMINEWARCOM i n  Char les ton ,  SC wi th  a  s t a t i c  d i sp l ay .  
08-17 - Supported Midshipman Indoc Program i n  Norfolk and Oceana, vA. 
21-22 - Supported COMINEWARCOM i n  Charleston,  SC wi th  a  s t a t i c  d i sp l ay .  

03-11 - Detachment t o  Panama C i t y  f o r  P rec i se  Navigation System Test ing.  
19-28 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  TEAMWORK 88 i n  Norfolk, VA. 

OCTOBER 

02-07 - Conducted MK-106 ope ra t ions  aboard USS PONCE (LPD-15). 
06-09 - S t a t i c  Display f o r  Chennault I n d u s t r i a l  Airpark,  Lake Charles ,  LA. 
27-31 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  FLEETEX 1-89 i n  Char les ton ,  SC. 

NOVEMBER 

01-08 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  FLEETEX 1-89 i n  Charleston,  SC. 
08-30 - AN/ALQ-141 Tra in ing  Detachment i n  F t .  Lauderdale,  FL. 

DECEMBER 

01-03 - AN/ALQ-141 Training Detachment i n  F t .  Lauderdale,  FL. 
03-10 - MK-106 ope ra t ions  aboard USS INCHON (LPH-12). 



NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

JANUARY - MARCJi 

Beginning i n  August of 1987, HM-14 executed a r a p i d  deployment d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  
Pe r s i an  Gulf. These e f f o r t s  cont inued i n t o  1988 whi.le ha l f  of t h e  squadron 
r o t a t e d  back t o  CONUS i n  January and t h e  o t h e r  ha l f  took i t s  p l ace  onboard USS 
OKINAWA (LPB-3) sus t a in ing  AMCM o p e r a t i o n s  on an  unprecedented s c a l e  u n t i l  
March of 1988. Em-14 enjoyed a week of w e l l  deserved l i b e r t y  i n  Spain be fo re  
i t s  r e t u r n  t o  Norfolk, VA. 

Upon r e t u r n  t o  CONUS, HM-14 commenced a r e t r a i n i n g  program t o  account f o r  a l l  
t h e  mission areas t h a t  they  were unable t o  p r a c t i c e  whi le  committed t o  a c t u a l  
mechanical sweeping ope ra t ions  dur ing  ope ra t ion  "Earnest  W i l l . "  

The squadron began p repa ra t ion  f o r  i ts  f i r s t  ISIC in spec t ion  i n  t h r e e  yea r s  and 
a l s o  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  Mine Warfare Readiness C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Inspec t ions  i n  t h r e e  
years .  Success fu l ly  passed NATOPS evalua t ion .  

I n  support  of FLEETEX 2-88, HM-14 conducted MK-105 and AQS-14 ope ra t ions  from 
F t .  S tory  V i r g i n i a  Beach, V i rg in i a .  HM-14 a l s o  passed an Immediate Super ior  i n  
Command ( ISIC) Inspec t ion .  

JULY - 
Conducted v a r i o u s  t r a i n i n g  and awareness programs f o r  Mine Warfare School i n  
Char les ton ,  .SC. 

AUGUST 

Launched a one p lane  detachment t o  Panama Ci ty ,  FL f o r  weapon systems t e s t i n g .  
With much i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h i s  detachment helped t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  P r e c i s e  
Navigation System t h a t  w a s  n o t  y e t  f l e e t  approved. Th i s  enhanced our  mine 
sweeping e f f o r t s  w i th  b e t t e r  naviga t ion  procedures  and squadron t r a i n i n g  was 
provided upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Norfolk, VA. 

SEPTEMBER 

Prepared f o r  ope ra t ions  aboard USS PONCE (LPD-15) and AN/ALQ-141 t r a i n i n g  f o r  
F t .  Lauderdale d e t  because t h e  squadron was scheduled t o  go d i r e c t l y  from 
FLEETEX 1-89 t o  F t .  Lauderdale.  

OCTOBER 

Conducted ope ra t ions  aboard USS PONCE (LPD-151. HM-14 spent  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  days 



of October i n  Charleston, South Carolina i n  support  of FLEETEX 1-89. AN/AQS-14 
mine hunting o p ~ r a t i o n s ,  conducted with t h e  P rec i se  Navigational System, were 
in tegra ted  with surface  mine countermeasure opera t ions .  

NOVEMBER 

PLEETEX 1-89 continued i n  November and MK-106 mine sweeping opera t ions  were 
conducted throughout t h e  second ha l f  of t h e  exerc ise .  HM-14 spent  most of 
November i n  FT. Lauderdale on a r o t a t i o n a l  b a s i s  qua l i fy ing  100% of p i l o t s  and 
a i rcrew on the  AN/ALQ-141 weapon system. 

DECEMBER 

The squadron wrapped up opera t ions  i n  Florida and f i n i s h e d  up t h e  year  t r a i n i n g  
with t h e  MK-105 aboard USS INCHON (LPR-12). 



Navy Unit Commendation (30  July 1987 - 23 February 1988) 

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (30 July 1987 - 23 February 1988) 

Order of Daedaliane Award presented by Langley AFB Chapter i n  November 1988, 
f o r  outstanding achievement i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  av ia t ion .  The f i r s t  he l i copter  
squadron t o  ever  rece ive  tha t  award. 


