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Scope and Content Notes
Admiral Louis E. Denfeld (1891-1972) held a number of important commands and posts, including Chief of Naval Personnel (1945-1947), Commander in Chief Pacific and Pacific Fleet (1947}, and Chief of Naval Operations (1947-1949). Following his testimony in October 1949 before the Congressional B-36 hearings on national security affairs, Admiral Denfeld was relieved as Chief of Naval Operations by the Secretary of the Navy.
These papers include the Admiral's personal and official correspondence as CINCPAC and CNO, letters received and acknowledged following Denfeld's relief as CNO, and several subject files dating from the 1945-1949 period.
This collection was in the Admiral's personal custody until his death in 1972 at Westboro, Massachusetts. Following his widow's death in 1979, they were transferred to the Naval Historical Center.
The collection is divided into four series.  Series I deals with personal and official correspondence when he was Command in Chief Pacific and Pacific Fleet, 1947. Incoming and outgoing letters arranged alphabetically by the name of the correspondent. Among these are William D. Leahy, Chester W. Nimitz, William M. Fechteler, James L. Holloway, Jr., Thomas L. Sprague, Harold A. Latta, Hanson Baldwin, and Rawleigh Warner. Materials are included dealing with the selection of a successor to Admiral Nimitz, whose term as Chief of Naval Operations ended in November 1947.

Series II covers personal and official correspondence as Chief of Naval Operations, 1947-1949.

Series III covers letters received and acknowledged by Admiral Denfeld following his relief as Chief of Naval Operations, 1949

Series IV covers miscellaneous subject files, 1945-1949.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I. Personal-Official Correspondence as Commander in Chief Pacific and Pacific Fleet, 1947.
Correspondence A through Z
Box 2

Series II, Personal-Official Correspondence as Chief of Naval Operations, 1947-1949. 
Incoming and outgoing letters arranged alphabetically by the name of the correspondent.

Correspondence A through C
Box 3
Correspondence D through H
Box 4
Correspondence H through M
Box 5

Correspondence Mc through RA
Box 6

Correspondence S through Z
Box 7

Series III. Letters Received and acknowledged by Admiral Denfeld following his relief as Chief of Naval Operations, 1949. These letters were written by associates of Admiral Denfeld and by the general public. For the most part, they express sympathy for Admiral Denfeld's relief. The Admiral's responses are included.

Letters A through H
Box 8
Letters I through S
Box 9
Letters S through Z

Series IV. Miscellaneous Subject Files, 1945-1949.
Admiral Denfeld's Christmas Cart List

B-36 Hearings Statement by Admiral Denfeld and Related Materials

Chicago Luncheon Letters, 1946

Miscellaneous Correspondence and Speeches, 1948-1949

Navy Mutual Aid Association, 1948-1949
Box 10
Newspaper Clippings Related to Admiral Denfeld's Relief, 1949

Orders Relieving Admiral Denfeld as CNO and Related Materials, 1949

Parties - Guest List

Report of CINCPACFLT Naval Housing Review Board, 1947

U.S. Naval Air Station, San Diego: Information Folder for Admiral Denfeld, 1947
