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Vice Admiral Patrick N. L. Bellinger, USN and Professor Paolo E. Coletta, U.S. Naval Academy.
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Date Range: 1903-1962
Classification: The records contained some documents identified as Confidential.  The collection had an initial declassified review and all records were identified as declassified in full.
Access: Open.
Scope and Content Notes
These papers were donated to the Naval Historical Center in 1985 by CAPT Paolo E. Coletta, Professor of History at the United States Naval Academy. They were used as reference for CAPT Coletta's biography on VADM Bellinger. The originals are held at the National Personnel Records center in St. Louis, MO.
The collection is arranged in five series. The first section consists of official correspondence from 1903 to 1962. This contains memorandums, travel requests, medical forms and other information regarding VADM Bellinger's naval career. The second series contains personal correspondence. The third series contains VADM Bellinger's orders, change of duty and temporary duty documents from 1911-1947. The fourth series consists of various awards, citations, and commendations. The documents are arranged in chronological order. The fifth series in this collection contains a series of memoirs written by VADM Bellinger with the intention of publishing an autobiography as well as a history of the first 50 years of U.S. Naval Aviation entitled "Sailors in the Sky", which was published in National Geographic, August 1961, p. 276-296. The autobiographical account is in draft form, divided in sections by years.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I---Official Correspondence

1. 1903-1918

2. 1919-1926

3. 1927-1931

4. 1932-1940

5. 1941-1946

6. 1947-1962

Series II---Personal Correspondence

7. 1917-1962

Series III---Orders, etc.

8. 1911-1918

9. 1919-1923

10. 1924-1940

11. 1941-1947

Series IV---Awards, Citations, Commendations

12. 1910-1947
Box 2

Series V---Memoires

1. "Sailors in the Sky", National Geographic, August 1961, p. 276-296.

2. Autobiographical Draft, 1903-1947.
