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) 31643 . V&D STATES PACIFIC FLEDS
“AIK FOKCE PACIFIC FLEET
E'ger. 053 GAKKILR AIK GROUP FIFT

W IC[ ASS F?Eﬁeeember 1951

From: Ccmmander Carrier Air Group FIFTEEN
To: COmmanding officer, USsS ANTIETAM (CV-36)

Subj: Actlon Keport of Carrier Ailr Group FIFTEBEN for period of
| 26 November 1951, through 31 Decembgr 1951,

Hef: (a) OpNav Inst- 34,80.4 of 1 July 1951,

Enel: (1) Subject Action Report. (' R ~ -
 This report is forwarded as Enolosure (1) for 1nclusion in

the action report of the USS ANTILTAM (CV-36) as requlred by

reference (a). | .

2, Information, comments and reccmmendatxons are presented under
the headings inéioated below;

I Mission~and~composition

II Chronology ' \
III Ordnance ‘ “r
IV Damage ’ U

V Personnel Performance and Oasualties s
VI Comments and Kécommendations

A, Qperations
B. Intelligence
- C. Maintenance
D. Electronics
E, Survivel
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”- o TECLASSIFIED

ACTIGN REPOKT wcmm ATR GROUP PIPILEN
for wm %6 vaemher 31 December 1951.

ORIGAL

a. Depa¥ting Yokesukm 25 Vewemer 1951, farrier Llir Grousy FLITEEM
embarked aboard the WSS ANTIRBAM {6?-3655 proceeded to The aubtes
off the &ast coast of Xores ssd reported to CTP77. Operating
under CTF 77 Op Oraan 22-51, and in accordance with the daily

Air Plan promulg by CotCaeDivs OFE, THREE and FIVE, the C
mission of ¢ oup was o psriorm interdiction txw consisting
of strikes, armed recaonnaissmsee fF1ights and heokler flights N
directed m-imarily agalinst Norihk Korsan Supply rouws 4including
railroad. track and eguipment, Bmidges, highwayw, and supply arcaa.
Defensin missions &noluding "B end ASP Wﬁg scheduiad.

b, cmﬁumw %&M Wk
| (Ss¢ tabis on next page)



"'”‘pmr 1T o | Operating A/C Pilets Mailable Total  Avg. F.'la.ght AVE. Flights i 5
B, Unit c‘mmandér ’wpe A/C 11/26/51 12/31/51 11/26/51 12/31/51 Flight Hrs. Hrs per Pilet Per Pim... e
TR L ' , SR = -
: VF~713 , o ' | | '  Note 1 Note 1 Note 1 | E <
. ICDR R.L. DOERING  FLU-4 17 15 25 2% 1094.3 43.8 26,7 ) § oo
o vaee a2,k - . Nete 2 Note.2 Note 2 § ».
r.m!m S.T. BITTING .aDWQ . 18 ' L4 26 2% 1004.3 35.9 11.7 % o
. ;IL'DR AsJ. DENMAN ~ F9PF-2 L 1 20 20 5947 - 29.7 18
- ICDR R.H. KENTON =~ F9p-2 16 16 20 21 60344 28.73 179 .
Ve3 DETD S » - ~ , ' . / .
ICPR J.L. CALLIS FLUSNL 4 3. R ¢ 135.6 22,6 7.8
LT R. B.RTLETT y - ADAQ b 3 5 L 5., - 186.3 . 32 12.4 -
oL o T

| LODR C.D. CONYERS DWW 3 3 s 5 1.9 28:9 10.0

G.c. YOUNG FOF-2¢ 3 3 b b 1004 251 2.0

-

) * Note 1 - ‘Ihls includes three (3) replacement pilets who reperted
— 4, December 1951, One pilet was killed en 19 December 1951,
Lt and is included in this report. -

-

——

L. ‘

€5  Note 2 — Tese colums include twe (2) pilots frem CiG-15 Staff, -

& ‘the CCAG and the staff Qpera.tiona dfficer, who fly
reglxlarly with VA 728.

( , .




PARP II ~ CHRONOLOGY W | | ‘ e
26 Nov 1951 Doparted Yokosukas No air operatiots due ‘bo bed veathet. I

27 Nov 1951 No air operations due to bad weathel,
‘ . .
28 Nov.1351 No air operations due to bad weather, Joined TF 77 at 2246 Item,

29 Nov 1951 Armed recco, hecklers, strikes, reccb'sueepé,'CAP, ASP and one speqiai
ele¢tronic mission comprised the days activities. Total sorties - 72,
ammo expendgd 28,475 rds, bomba in tons - 49. ’ : ’

The cntire day's air operations was vory successful and mony targets
such as locométives; boxcars, trucks and enemy troops were found to be
exposed to our gurfire and bombs, ICDR F. T. DONAHOE, LT Frank NELSON
and LT Roger HALL of VF 837 flying FSF aireraft succeeded in getting
six railcuts, LTJG John FOX of VF 713 while flying over enemy terris
tory developed an oil lozk and was forced to morke o lending at K-18,

30 Nov 1951 Replenishment Day

-1 Dec. 1951 The new month found mony lucretive torgets in North Koree and meny
trucks ond movements were observed by the pilots., A full day's flight
operations wns carried out with.a totel of 70 sorties. Total amno
expended 24,900 rds, bombs dropped 44.6 tons. :

2 Dec 1951 Another full scale opernting dey was cerricd out by the Air Group.
_ " Totel sorties flown 74; total am o 30,400 rds, totsl bombs in toms 48.2.

The day's events commenced with the hecklers déstroying one storage
tank, one truck destroycd and one demeged. ILCDR CALLIS of VC-3, DET
-"D", was credited with exploding one lﬂrge storage tank,;with a well
plneed 500# GP bomb.
ICDR A. J. DEMMAN and LTJG G. M. BENAS of VF 831 destroyed two trucks,
one oxcart end mode numercus railcuts., LT M. MAZZOCCO of VF 837 and
- his flight of Panther Jets were credited with eight trucks destroyed,
five reileuts, three oxcerts, five troops killed and numerous boxears
and barracks destroyed end drmaged. The ADs and Corscirs also hed a
good dey of encmy blasting as rails were cut, buildings destroyed,
one locomotive destroyed and several direct hits on bridges and bypasses

3 Bec 1951 Excellent wecther aided the Alr Group while flying a totel of 75 sorties.

Scores of enemy truecks ond personnel were found by the pilots led by
CDR R. F. FARRINGTON ond by LT ¥, F, DRIESSEN with devestating:demgge
resulting. Trucks weres destrbyeé -personnel killed, rails werc cut,
one lerge train with three locongtives wes well worked over and many
barracks and buildings were destroyed end doneged,

LT SCHINDLER of VC~3, DET "D%, destroyed one truck and damaged anothar
~while on a night-hcekler flight.

4 Dec 1951 Replenishnent Day
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6 Dec 1951

PNBPRCS Bhobled the Alr Group to fly a total of 88 sortiea
agalnst enemw Sargets, Aumo expended wes 43,920 rds, bombs dripped
68,2 tons, Many railcuts were recorded by VF 713 =nd VA 728 directed
by ICDR R. L. DOERING smd LCDR S. T. BITTIMH. One pontocn reilroed
bridge bypass wns hit by a direct hit resulting in one missing span
and two spons severly demaged. AA positions were hit herd end accur-
ately as six positions were knocked out entirely with en undetermined
number of crew nenbers killed. The jet squedrons also enjoyed a field
day a8 umccrts, oxen were hit, reilroad tracks wore cut and numerous
buildings damagedal

Another day of perfect westher and momy targetes found the Air Group
racking up another righ total of demrge to the enemy. Total sorties
flown were 86, totn. ammo expended 43, 590 rda, total bombs dropped

5404 tUY‘%r

The night hecklers corenced the day's activity by finding ﬁany trucks
moving along the Fwta Korean rocdi, LT STIXRUD, VC-3, DET "DW, scored
one diiecht hit on Uhe center of u nizhway bridge and two dameging hits
on :he end of the bridges LTJIG Ieo GARODZ, VU35, DET "D", and LT

Stan MANNING, VC-.Z, DET "D", dlso destroyed two trucks and demerged

three others. ’

"ICDR A, J. DENIAN, VF 831, wos credited with several oxcartd and. troops

destroyed end killed, ICDR B, RYAN, VF 831, led & flight of four jets
end scored four rallcuts plus severe'i oxcarts destroyed ‘and two dam-
agedc

The prop~squrdrons carried out their nmissions in an excellent manner
and escoounted for a total of 24 raileuts, four oxnerts, one twin-gun
amplecenment end damnged three reilcers. r

7 Dec 1951 Armed receco, sweeps, strikes, NGF, pre-dewn hecklers, photo and escorts,

CAP and ASP conprised the dey's operotions. Total sortiea flown were
88, Total bombs dronped 54.6 tons, ammo expended 37,575 rds,.
Many rails were cut and one locomotive wrs destroyed on a bridge. The

‘following dispatch wes reccived from CTF 77t

CONGRATILATIV'NS ON YOUR DOUBLE X INCOMITIVES ON TMIDGES ARE RARE
X GETT:NG 3CTH NN ONE AT’“ACK IS SQIETHING FO? THE BOOKS X WYELL
DONE
Many buildings were either destroyed or drmrgeds The eneny wns out in"
force this dote but the pllots of this Air Group grently discouraged
their activities. ‘ Y

\

8 Dec 1951 Replenishrient Day

'9 Dec 1951 Jot reeco, sweeps, photo and escort strikes, NGF, CAP, and ASP ac-

counted for a totel of 95 sorties. Tbtrl ermo expcnded 34,400 rds,
total bombs dropped 56,9 tons,

Perfect flying weother ennbled the air group to break the total number
of sorties in one dry for this corrier on this cruisec, ICDR DOERING
and his squedron of Corsnir pilots received a Miell Done™ from CAPTAIN:

George DUFEK rg the entire squsdron enme cbonrd without one waveoff and

hnd a 1005 amilabiuty of rircreft for the days operotion. ’

'Emwsunm(l) o J




ﬁ’ LASSIF!E

8¢ Np BT t by AL fire but cll were able to return safely
to the ship excep ICDR 8. T. BITTING »nd his eszort, LT C. NOTH who
lended et K-18, ICDR BITTING wos hit on the lower porticn of the
fage loge with extensive damege resulting.

CDR R, F. FARRINGTON, CVG-15 CO, scored direct hits on one locomotive
and completely destroyed samc.

Two cncmy tanks werc attacked with one definitely destroyed and one
damaged. : ,

10 Dee 1951 Another day of good weather produced 9) sorties. Tota.l ermo 39,400
rds, total bombs 46 tons,

Meny rails were cut ond buildings were heavily strafed as ICOR R. L.
DOERING led the strike. An Adr Group record of 27 rail cuts in one
f1light wos accomplished this date; 18 cuts were mede by the Corsair
squz*dron.

\

.1 Dec 1951 This date the carrier lrunched a total of 91 sorties, expended 41,850
rds of ommo and dropped a total of 60.4 tons of bombs on eneny rails,
trizes, trnks, trucks and AA positions.

LT J. NERI of VA 728 scored & dirsct 2,000# GP bomb hit on one large
cnery tenk which wans destroyed, The tenk rolled over on its side, &all
treads wore dostroyed as the pilots of VA 728 and VF 713 worked it over
with armunition ond bopmbs. JAnother strike alsc demaged cnother enemy
tenk, The lost three deys of excellent merksmenship wes finelly award-
ed by the following dispetch from Cormender Tesk Foree 77:

TONIGHT'S OFERATION WAS A FINE ENDING TO THE LAST THREE DAYS

: OPERATIONS X DURINKG THE LAST NINE DAYS THERE WERE 937 RR CUTS

s PLUS A RESPECTARIE NUMBER OF LOCOMOTIVES, RL ILRGJLD BRIDGES AN‘D
OXCARTS DESTROYED

- 12 Dec 1951 Replenishnent Day

13 Dec 1951 Perfeet westhor sgain prevailed as 89 sorties were flown with a total
of 31,740 rds of airo cxpended and 63 tons of bombs dropped, Flak and
engine follurc resulted in heving two plones lost and one FOF-2 lende

~ 1 ing et K~18, No pcrsonnel werc injured or nissings LTJG.N. DONAHCE
of VC~35, DET "D¥, wns hit by 40MM AL cousing hin to land at K-18. IT
SCHINDIER/of VC-3, DET "D", whilc on an ASP escort flight wes the .-
victin of engine failure and hnd to ditch his aircraft. He was rescucd
" by the helicopter from the USS VAL'EY FORGE, (CV~-45). LT John COMYONS
of VF 837 while flying his F9F-2 wrs forced to lond ot XK-3 due to an
explosion in tho nose of his eirerafte ‘
The heoklers started the dey's denege to the. enemy by destroying and
denrging buildings. The jets had en exeellent day as they bombed and -

v strrfed an already Gannged tonk and its erew, destroyed oxcarts, cut
railrond trecks, killed six troops, daneged one jccp and killud sev-
eral oxcn.’

' The prop-squedrcens sterted their dey by dropoing two spans of a foure
_ span bridge, destroyed boxeors, destroyed several trucks, cut rails and
deneged seVeral buildings,




duoed ) total of 8A SOrties. Total. amn 34,,050 "hombs dr pad .54.1 ot
tonss  The day's activity wos started by ICDR CALLIS and LT KRAVER of
¥=3, DET "D", destroying one fruck gach end together denegod one other
truck. The heckiers e the Cirst strike wag divorted to conduet a ’
- gearch for en ADANL from the USS VALLEY FORGE which hed been shot down
c . on 13 Dec.. 195, Whnt wms belioved to bo & parnchute wng sighted bt:t
‘  .no, netivity by downed . ‘personncl wrs gbserved,
+ ENS COURTNEY of Vi 728 ditchod his AD after engine fnilure coused by .
‘smpll arms 40 the Songjin erca, Ho wis rescued by the DD SWENSON efter .
spanding “two houre and tventy-ninutes in his life. raft. He was ia good
condimon in apite of e:dwustion and expcaure. R

5 Dec. 1951 A1l types of flights wero flown for''a wt.al of % sartias. Ao o%m
. ~ pended 39,475 rds, bombe dropped 59,6 tons. S
LT Sten MANVING of VC3, DET "D, while on e prowdewn heckle@ flight
‘eaught an cnery loeamotive and '&ender roving along the tracks in opan
o ‘countyy. - Bombing and a*.raring runes were ninde with the results of ono
- , locomotive and tendar stops burning and spouting stoam. He then
. diverted the incoming stiike of CAG-15 Skyreiders and Corsairs whieh = -
conpletely dostroyed both targets.l Othor boxeers were danaged, omarts }
and oxen destroyed end Med, neqy reils were cut;, buildings destrogred,. .
8 railroad treatle dsstgryed andl bridges dpmged.( |

5 Dec 1951 Replenishment Day

‘7 Dec 1951 Rough sons on 16 Dee 1951 mede 1t inwssibie t.ds eonplate replenimn’b

: and ho ordnnnce wes, taken abosrd. Ccnsequenm this morning wes apent
‘replenishing ordnanee, The day's operaticns consisted of only three

(3) ovents which resulted in the mumber of 34 sorties tlown, 16,290 r&a

"~ of emmo expended end 22,2 tons of ‘bombs dropred,

. ‘Imerative targets were at & preriun as only fourteen CM} roils were
! cut, fiva oxcarts destroyed, a nfz rnilroad hridge damgeé and several
«buildings denolished. . , o

[

18 Dee 1951 4 totel of 91 sorties ¢ q:a'ise‘x 'bo"'vy's f’li.ght operetinns. Ralls wre

e . cut, bulldings destroyed, boxesrs domaged, troops killed, two trucks .

L ' destreyed by the two jet squedrons, Tho Corseirs end Sigyraiders were
ey " diverted to two different reilroad treins corplete with locamotives and |
boxcars. Wreckege wns strewn er-und the orea and both trains were déw
molished. Fox this work the foll: wirg dispatch was received from the
dom“nder Task Force ‘771

| wm.mmxotmmmm' | N | |
The night-hecklers of VG-3, DET "n" and vc-35 TET "D, clso hed good

~ hunting rs fbur trucks were deatroyed, four trucks finrﬂged ‘end three =
buildings left burnin: i‘uriously when the pilots returned to the ahip. .

f ) B

19 Dec 1952. 'me flights flnwn 'vgrinst the enemy todry - totaled '79 sorties. &mmwar,
. tho empallent damage inflicted upon the cnery could not overshadow the -
ﬁret conbat camm ty to the My CGroyp as one Corsair pilot, Emm :

O : ' es 1o ntaeamdpresmadtobedead, o



hiok o) i ‘ gmier gmup at)ﬁ ﬂl@ o

bomhardnent ships. b3 0"90.,‘305*1@3 were flowne . :
'CDR R. F. FARRINGTON, Gm-lS, led e strike of Corseirs end smaﬁ,ders '

. into the Wonsen erea with dewynstating results, Every tarpet thoy hit
wes either in shambles or burnly fiercely when lest scenm. High eloude

- of fire snd snocke could be seen thirty miles from the area,

' ICDR A, J. "ENMAN wes loading the jets on targets with demeg deseribed
as excellent, ps were killed, rails were cut, oxen killed, oxeerta - -
daatroyed ag the %emther je‘bs rooned the eastern sector- of Knrea. :

1 Dec 1951 Replenishment Day

2 Dec 1951 Perfact weather and the early norning schedule round the Adr Groun fly-
ing a total of 73 sortica.
LT Seymour MARSHALL of” VA 728 led his zgroup of &eyraiders and Corsairs SRS
| over the rail areas of central Korea. While pulling out of his second
run his plane wes hit by accurate enemy AL fire. The plane, burning
" furiously, hed to be abandoned.by LT MIRSHALL nni he bailed out. over
enepy-held terri’cory, Fortunately he landed on the top of a ridge and
- after leying his life~jrcket on a bush and sprerding his perackete on
the ground he wes kept in sight by the other plenes in the flight, o -
Corsair pilots Tlew to the East coest and esvorted a helicopter to the
scens, The pinvheel pilot nrde a successml rascus and returned the
pilot safely. -
LIJG JACOBSEN, VF 713, took over. the lead of tha strike and with ex-
cellent .judgcement ané skill placed four bombs directly on the downed
aircreft end annmletel,y demlisbad all equipment. '

3 Dso 1951 Jet strikes, prop-strikde, mr, hedklem‘s, CAP, ABP. and photo and plmta A
~ escort comprised todey's totel of 76 sortiess T

- CDR R, P. PARRINGTON lod a sitrike of Skyraiders snd CDrsairs wh.tch ac-
counted for seventoen reilcuts, one bypass knocked out, destroyed nine
o small eroft, and heavily damrged a 90 foot boat. This date the prope
: ‘cut @ totel of forty-nine (49)reilrond tracks. The jet squedroms - -

O " accounted for three rsilcuts rlus other damge mncted on b!rildinga,
g ' cmarts anc trucks ,

. Dec 1951 4 total of 73 sorties comprisecl today‘ operntzlcns. =

LGDR\ S.-T. BITTING skippered his. VA 728 squrdron on & flight nvesr Hung-
'His prop-planes sccounted.fof eight railouts and one direct hit '
on a ‘bridge, LT DRIESSEN ~1so led a propps‘b:ike entl raceived oredit
for ten reil cuts, a
The two jet squadrons destroyed three veh:l.clea, four omarts anﬂ om,
killed thirty (30) troops, destroyed t.hree bu:!.ldinga, sank four boz»t.a /
and cut fifteen railroad %raeks.
i .

’5 Dec 1951 Christmes “ayw%olenis}nnent Day .
4in excellent mesl »nd e very funny "Hapny Hovm” waa enjoyed by all
hands on this very gpecial Any.

“26 Dec- 1951 No air o‘perntians due to inclament wenther.
27 Dec 1951 I\To pir _rz;aerntians du_e to in;clenent ’wea'l&he'rn
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‘ “ c}.ear end’ fMrp Group FIF’mEN flev: a totél of 64 -
sorties agoinst eriemy supply routes, :
LT M MAZZOCCO of VF 837 fouhd a Russion<type '1‘-34 @anku H:Ls division

of Penther Jets stopped the tenk with e heavy assult of 20 MM ammuhit-
ion, He then diverted the first ANTIETAM prop-striké uhich demaped .t

‘it by bombing. TFurther damoge to the enemy consisted of raileuts, oxen
~nd oxcarts destroyed, one railroad bypess destroyed, one 1oconotive
damaged and many boxcars destroyed,

After a total of 1651 completed sorties for this operating period the

ship anc the Air Group departed for NOB Yokosuka, Japan for a nuch

needed and well-deserved rest period. _ ‘

29 Dot 1951 Bnroute to Fkomiy |
0 Dec 1951 Enroute to Yokosuka | T o
1 De¢ 1951 Arrived Yokosuka

ENCINSUE f1) -
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1, F?? Type Aircrart
a. 20 MM guns

(1) Types of stoppages of 20MM guns
- (a) Hydraultos S

. Pressure switches R 7t
Check Valves
Valves, four way
Gun~chargers

£ DD

(b) Others

Calibration ' 7
. Link jams 29
( ' Feed mechanism tension 17
‘ Broken breech block 7
Broken firing pins
Short driving springs 8
Sears
Trigger Sclenoids
Ammunition chutes
Ejector
Extractor Spring N
Kuptured kounds ‘
Burned out trigger solenoids -4
Gas vent plug obstructed ~ 2
Bent feed chutes o 2

mkwrww

;g' _ | {2) Mﬁjor causes of gun atOppages ‘
= (a) hb86n0£ of check valves 1n ﬂydraulic System (Change 65) -

| When the aircraft were received by the squadron the:
S log books indicated that Change 65 had been installed
S o by the factory.  After extensive investigation of-
v ‘ ' the hydraulic system it was found that these valves
were missing. These check valves have subsequently
been installed in all eircraft,

(b)‘Inabllity to properly set and test Hydraulic Pressure
: &witches'

Leeck of equipment to adequately bench check and adjust
these switches caused dependence upon a touch system.
A pressure meter has been acquired for checking and |
.adjusting them cleser to their operating limits,

This has, reduced pxessure swibcn trouble to a minimum.

SN
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. D.H. KLED, AOC, VA728, has devised a test lamp for
checking these switches in the airplane which has |
proved to be of great value. Hé has also proposed a,
wiring change that would open the exhaust solenold
whenever the gun awitohes are in the ready position.

Lt the present time squadrons are experimenting with
the above procédure. This proposal, in conjunction
with the. installetion of the check valves should insure
‘the draining of any hydraulic pressure in the charging
system when the guns ereé in the ready position,

(¢} Approximately 70%;qf»all.éﬁhb fire& succeséfully;
(650 rounds per stoppage)

¥

b, MK 55 Racks = ;na&vgrtent,drqpping of bombs on catapult shots

(1)

(2)

Description of trouble : ‘ L
Insdvertent dropping of bombs on catapult shot.
Arning wires becoming unattached from bomb racks on

- s

catapult shot; and failure of bombs to release over target.

History: | L ‘
Out of a total of 1,755 100 1b, and 250 1lb. bombs carried
by both VF 831 and .VF 837 on 150 Merk 55 Moda "O" Bomb =~

Raoksé 22 have accidentally dropped om catapult 1aunenéé;

(3)

and 12 have been brought back to the ship after 21 means
to releese in the air have failed, ~Of these 12, 10 dropped
off on arrested landings or while taxiing immediately after
an arrested landing. Those dropping off on arrested land-
ings damage the aircraft fleps ' -

It is believed thet the rapid moseleration is foroing the
release solenold plunger aft, thus releasing the bomb.
In one case, however, 1t was found that the solencid had
not been released which may indicate that the trouble is
in the faulty design of the latch assembly. A despatch
summary of this informetion was made te ComiirPac and an
KUDAOE submitted. : - : ‘.

c. MK 55 Raéks‘*idud bombs., = Co .

(1)

(2)

A number of dud bombs were encountered. On catapulting the
F9F, the srming wires are pulled free of the Mark 35 racks,
To eliminate this trouble more care has been exerecised in .
arming the bombs, Two clips are placed in front of the
arming vanes and two just behind the venes. Finally, a
rubber band cut from cn inner-tube was placed around the
rack in such a way as to prevent the arminog wire from
slipping out, x L o : N

‘Hung ordnanee ‘wes first attributed to sticky release
mechanism within the Mark 55 Rack. This sticking was

prevented by applying a few drops of the néwLyj&€vE}OP6ﬁ.

_o0old weather gun oil,

‘7ENCL°SUREf(1;




2.

AD type aircraft
(a) 20MM guns-

(1)

Dyring this period this squadron experienced approx-
imately forty (40) gun stoppages due to improper ,
extraction or improper chambering.of cartridges; gnd
ane average of 1025 rounds were fired per stoppage.

In using four guns it has been found that ammo loaded
into the cans while the wings are folded gives a lower
expenditure rate per gun than that loaded while the
wings are spread. It has been found also that one can
of ammo per outboard gun usually causecs. fewer jams than
three cuns per outboard gun. It is belléved that this
is caused by the connec¢ting link being slightly sprung
when connected, sometimes not mceting the small clear-
ance necessary while passing through the feed mechanism,
It is recommended that o complete redesign of the wing

panel be accomplished if it is to house cxtra guns.

(v) Bomb
(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

The ammo cans are very poorly designed for loading
with the wings folded, Ving design for four guns is
still considered inadegquate insofar as the wing was

not originally designed to carry the extra guns, and
the mounts are very shaky. The outboard guns have been

removed from one asircraft due to rcar mount failure on

an arrested landing, awaiting a forthcoming chenge.
Difficulties

In this period twelve bombs failed to release, Three .
were due to ,clectrical circuits shot away during bombing
runs and to icing of racks during last days of operation

Failuré of nose and tail arming solenoids were \
expericnced on two MK 51's and threec Aero lihi's and
three MK 55 racks. : : _

Center bomb stations were manually released on cight(8)

occasions due to faulty ejcctor cartridges.

During the first weeks of operations 250# GP bombs were

1ifted to the wings using a system of two parallel bars

supporting the bomb on two webbing straps slung between
the bars, This system proved unsatisfactory in service,
being very cumbersome and also requiring a great deal
of physical effort by four men for the loading of a
single bomb. Latcr experience has shown the use of a
nose bar to be a much more pMectical methad. The nose
bar is a length of steel pipe vith a nose plug from &
bomb attached to one end. Loading with thc aid of the
nose bar normally requires a three man crew, although
two can be used in emergencies., This system has been
found to reduce loading timc by approximately 50%., -

-
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o without six wing racks filled since rockets wére used to

| ¢, ADLNL Speciali!éed‘Ordnénce - DECMSS‘HED

(l) MK6 Flares

Since there is no flare dispenser in service at this time
which is "earrier safe", it has been necessary to

manufacture loocally bands that will withstand catapult
shots. - Thege have been made out of any materiel that was

. avallable which would suit the needs, and this keeps one

_ metalsmith busy just keeping up with flare bands. By

- replacing Lero l4 launchers on the four outboard wing
stations with MK55 Mod O racks the VC35 Detachment has
been able to cut flare band requirements in half. It is
felt that the answer 1s in having them manufactured and
stocked for carrier allowance.

(2) MK24 Mine,

, . When the MKR4 mine is loaded on the 4D it 1s carried on
the center station and is held in place with the Douglas
Bomb Ejector, During the past month it became evident
that after & few catapult shots and arrested landings,
the foot of the ejector was denting the case of the mine
guite badly. This was remedied by the use of the
auxiliary sway braces, which gives four more points of
contact along the mine case. It is recommcnded that
these sway braces be used by all other units carrying

“this mine

3. FLUL aircraft

a. Tne .50 cel, guns are still Operating without serious
malfunctions. By thc cnd of this crulse almost. evVery gun
will have one barrel change since operations started in o
Qctober. Cold weather opcrations have proved no difficulties,
Gun heaters have been turned on on the deck as-soon as tnc '
aireraft are turned up. ;

b. Aero 1l4A bomb rack kits were still not available this cruise -
- and the cruise ended with only four MK 5 adapters per plane
operational., In spite of this fact no FAU left the deck

f£ill out where MK 5 adapters were not available.  One rocket.
it is belleved, exploded on the port wing of BuNo 81568 .
(LTJG CRAVEN) during & rocket run over Hungnam. No explana~
tion is given for the explosion of the rotor except erhaps-
/ broken ballistite due to rough handling. The explosion,
" - . 1lnstead of normal burning, took all the fabric off the wing
‘and put @ hole 4 ft, by 3 ft. in the outer wing panel.
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. PLUSNL Aircraft

{d) Two guns on NP 43 BulNo 124519 (a replacement alrcraft) had
" material failurc on the 20 MM guns successively. One had
a nut shesred off on feed mechanism bracket., The other -
had a broken Feed mechanism slide, No record had been
kept on the rounds fired by the guns and they should
evidence heavy use, It is recommended that approximate
records be kept on rounds fired per gun which would remain
with the guns if transferred so that they can be changed
after 5000 rounds in accordunce with ByOrd Instructions.
, o ,

(b) Sheet Metal Fingers have been installed over the gaps
-, between the ammo feed chutes and the armo ¢uns to eliminate .
@ loop of the ammo falling through when the wings are: .
folded, and catching on something and causing a jan. This
‘has proven worthwhile, but the fingers nust be designed and
installed caursfully so that they cannot possibly catch on a
link themselves, ' . : ' :

(¢) The winterizing kits for the feed mechanism using the new

" cold weather grease, Spec # MIL=~G-15793, Stoek #J942~C~562~
LU, have proven very valuable in preventing stoppages in
the feed mechanism due to cold weather, 4lso, It has been
found that an idezl substitute for regular gun oil on the
other moving parts during very cold weather, is Hydraulic
gun oil, Spec #051113. It has been.used exclusively
throughout “this period. '

oK

5, General Problems |

(a}It is felt that a eaﬁdxyst;ﬁﬁgg‘pgnd«wa:mer‘dnd better fitting .
oves could speed up rearming during cold weather operations.

 The present cold weather glove is too elumsy for actual work,

{(b)It hes been found ‘that “miner" type head lumps, with red
lenses that Tit on the head over the foul weather helmet,
are o great help in fusing at night since it allows the,

ordnanceman to use both hands., It is recormended that they . R

be .carried in Section "U" allowence,
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GWN DAMAGE

- 1¢ D4MAGE T0 4IRCRAFT WE T0 ENEMY ACTION

Di 38U
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R-l VA78 iDe2 12315
121 VP83l FP-2 125093
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12+3 VF T3 WAD-k 81546
12-3 VF& PoR2 12742
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125 VAT D2 120k
125 VFT m a0y
12-5  Va 728 aD-h 123836
12-5 VA 728 aD-2 - 122315
126 VA 728 AD-k 123812
126 VF 837 P92 12700
12-7 VA RS AD-b 123909
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