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MISSION AND COMPOSITION
MISSION:

le The mission, upon returning to Task Force SEVENTY~SEVEN in the area off
the east coast of Korea as a unit of the United Nations Naval Forces, was
blockading the North Korean coast and pmrsuing a systematic program of-
interdiction against enemy supply routes and destroying air facilities,
power complexes, and manufacturing centers in North Korea to prevent further
offensive action by the enemyes Close air support to frontline ground forces
to be furnished upon request,

COMPOSITION:

OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT TYPE A/C 1 MR 29 MAR 1 MiR 29 MAR

CVGw12 NONE NONE NONE 7 7
CIR Ge Ps CHASE
Commanding

VR=121 F9F=5 ‘15 15+ 25 %
ICDR Ss Re HOIM
Commanding
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O DROUASSIFIED
. . | O;ERATIONAL PILOTS

UNIT TYPE A/C 1 MAR 29 MAR 1l MAR 29 MAR

VF-122 " F9F-5 15 12w 25 24
LCDR J. W. WYRICK
Commanding

VF=12ly FLU-Y 1 12 2l 2L
LCDR M. D. CARMODY
Commanding

VA-125 AD-3/AD-4 16 15 21 21
ICDR A. H. GUNDERSON
Commanding

VC~3 (Det "g") FLU-SN L L 5 5
LCDR G. W. STAEHELI
Officer-in-Charge

VC.-11 (Det "Gn) ADLW 3 3 5 5
LT d. F. GERNERT
Of ficer—~in-Charge

VC~35 (Det "G") AD=UN i L# 5 5
LT W. P. KISER
Officer-in~Charge

VC-61 (Det "G") F2H-2P 3 Li## 5 5
LT J. F. CGROSSER
Officer-in-Charge

—————— a————— mpa— ————

TOTALS 69 122 121

#VF=121 received one F9F-5 replacement aircraft on board during this period,

#4VF=122 received one F9F-5 replacement aircraft on board during this period,

#VC=35 received one AD-LN replacement aircraft on board during this period.

##VC~61 received one F2H~2P as an addition to normal complement of aircraft
on board.

The Air Grouo Commander flies with VF~121 and VA~125. The Air Group Staff
Operations Officer flies with VF-122, A doctor designated as a Naval Aviator,
the Electronics Officer and three L.S.0.!s comprise the remaining five pilots
on the Staff and they do not fly from the ship,
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CHRONOLOGY

%;EEEEE.“ Departed.kaoéﬁka for aperating area, Two plmes were launched

in an unsuccessful attempt to locate a reported life raft with survivors,
2 March - Forty-nine refresher sorties were flowne
3 March = Fortyweight refresher sorties were flowne

L March e Air Group TWELVE plares, from the U,S,S. ORISKANY, resumed combat
TTying, Six Skyraiders destroyed four buildings and damaged eight in an

attack on a supply area south of WONSAN, Six sorties were flown and twelve

tons of bombs were droppeds

5 March e Although poor visibility hempered attacks on the primary targets,

Y tons of bombs were dropped diring ofie hundred sortiess The AD's and
FLU's bombed industrial buildings &t HUNGNAM, destroying six and heavily
damaging ten, Later in the day thoy flew close air support and attacked
supply shelters near HWANGP'Ow~DONG, Four bunkers and twenty-five yards of
trenches were destroyed and six bunkers damaged as the effort was evaluated
at one hundred percent coverage of the targets and fifty percent effective
use of ordnance, Five shelters were destroyed and eight damaged, The jets
attacked a vehicle parking area in the vicinity of HARI-DONG, Seventy perw
cent of the bombs hit in the target area, One warchouse was destroyed and
four damaged in another attack by the F9F'!'s near YONGAM-NI. The hecklers,
harrassing vehicular traffic along the coast from MACHAE-RI to CHONGJIN,
destroyed five trucks and damaged eighte They scored a direct hit on a
railroad repair party near PYONG-DONG-NI.

6 Meroh = Tho props attacked persomnel and supply shelter concentrations
east of HAMSONG with Jets providing flak suppression, The area was fifty
percent coversd, but damage was unassessablees Coastal guns south of WONSAN
were attacked by the Corsairs while the Skyraiders were providing close air
support for the ground troops, One large gun, seven bunkers and one hundred
fifty yards of trenches were dzmageds One large fire and four secondary .
explosions were seen, The F9F-5's, flying close air support for the first
time, were credited with ten bunkers destroyeds Other jet missions heavily
damaged a power relay station near TANCHON and four barracks buildings south
of WONSAN., Ninety-one gorties were flown and seventy-three tons of bombs
were dropped before a flight deck accident forced cancellation of air oper-
ationsy A hung bomb on a returning aircraft was dislodged on receovery and
it exploded on the flight deck,

7 March =~ No flight operations = replenishment,
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8 March ~ One hundred five sorties were flown and siXty-six tons of bombs
were dropped as both jets and props ccncentrated their efforts on supply
build-up areas and personnel shelters, The Skyraiders and Corsairs, with
excellent flak suppression from ti.e jets, destroyed four buildings and
damaged two cthers while attacking a supply area 8ling the main supply ‘
route south of WUNSAN, A large secondary explcsion was seen and large fires
were left burning in the area, In addition, the props bombed personnel
shelters near the bemb line at CHANG-YOUG-NI and jets again suppressed flak.
Five seccrdary explosions were nuted as an estimated seven buildings were
destroyed and thirteen damageds Panther jets attacked vehicle and supply
shelters northwest of HYON-NI, dropping ninety-~five percent of their crdnance
in the assigned area.

9 March - In additicn to destroying two trucks and damaging five others, the
hecklers stopped a train near TAE«DON by cutting rails ahead of and behird
its Adciticnel runs resulted in heavy demage to the locomotive and six cars.
Three railroad cars were destroyeds Corsairs were diverted from a strike to
attack this train. They derailed and overturned the locomotive and tender.
Five additicnal boxcars were destroyeds The same division of FLU's was then
sent to attack ancther train near SYONGP-YONGNI, This train had been stopped
by FITTH AT planes which cut the rails but did nct dsmage the traine This
locomotive was also destrcyed and twelve cars were damagede Jets damaged
seven samouflaged buildings in a strike on a supply concentration area near
IP-0-RI, C&kyraiders and Corsairs, diverted from close air support because
of weathery, destroyed eight and damaged eight buildings in an attack on a
supply and billeting area near CHANGJOI-DONG. Other props attacked supply
storage buildings scuth of WCIISAN, Four buildings were destroyed and eleven
damaged. Ore hundred eleven sorties were flown and fifty-two tcns of bcmbs
were dropped,

10 March - The early morning hecklers reported light traffic as they destroye
Tour trucks and damaged five others along the coastal reconnaissance routes
from WONSAN o SONGJIN, The Corsairs and Skyraiders, prevented by poor
weather frcm attacking their primary or alternate targets, successfully
attacked reczntly used railroad tracks, Fourteen rail cuts and two rail
sovering lendslides were scored from CH-C-RI to CH®ADO. Thirty-fcur tons of
bombs were dropped by forty-five sorties before weathér forced cancellation
of thc day's remaining cventse

11 March = No flight opcrations = replcenishment,

12 March -« No flight operations = weather and rcugh sease

13 March = Air Group TWELVE plancs, flying from the U.S.S. CRISKANY, concen-
Tratcd on cnemy railroad tracks and bridges throughout the daye Flying

togcther, the Skyraiders and Corsairs destroycd fifty yards of tracks, scored
two other rail cuts and destrcyed a railroad bypass near SOHCRI. The jets
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scored several rail cuts and heavily damaged a railroad bridge south of
HCNGWON. Another jet flight destroyed a railroad bridge west of KUWON.
FOF!s attacked a bridge north of HAIIHUNG, inflicting heavy damage. The
AD's and FLU's continued the attacks on rails, railroad bridges and
facilities, Six rail cuts were scored between HONGWON and SOH(RI. The
approach to a railroad bridge was heavily damaged as was a water tower
west of KUWON. Three other rail cuts were scored and a billeting area
for railroad repair crews southwest of CH'ADO was attacked, An estimated
fifteen barracks buildings were destroyed and fifteen damaged as large
firqy swept the entire areal Searching along the coastal recco routes
from WONSAN to SONGJIN, the evening hecklers destroyed two trucks and
damaged three others. One hundred sorties were flown and eighty-five
tons of bombs were dropped. LIS David B, PLACE, UQR, VA-125, was
rescued uninjured by a helicopter from the LST 735. His aircraft was hit
by anti-aircraft fire over LOWON and he was forced to ditch west of
HODO-PANDO near the northern end of WONSAN harbor,

1; Merch = One hundred four sorties were flown and seventy-two tons of
bombs were droppeds The morning's main effort was a combined prop and jet
attack on a large mining complex northwest of SONGJIN. The Corsairs and
Skyraiders covered eighty percent of the assigned target area with an
estimated seventy-five percent effectiveness. At least five buildings were
destroyed by direct hits. The Panther J}ets provided flak suppression for
the props and, in addition, destroyed three buildings while damaging five

in the target area. Another jet flight scored a direct hit, heavily dam=-
aging a railroad turntable in the SCNGJIN marshalling yard., Two afternoon
Panther jet missions reported one hundred percent and sixty percent coverage
respectively in attacks on a troop billeting area south of WONSAN and a
supply storage area southmast of the same city. Diverted bLecause of weather
from their close air support mission, the afternoon prop flights attacked

a troop billeting area at T'ONGCH-O, Iight military barracks buildings
were destroyed and twenty-one damageds Ten trucks were destroyed and nine-
teen damaged as the evening hecklers reported heavy traffic converging on
WONSAN o ‘

15 March - lo flight operations = recplenishment.

16 March = The hecklers destroyed six trucks and damaged fourteen between
HA'THUNG and SONGJIN., One rail cut was scored and the entrance to a tunnel
was caved in north of HUNGNAMe A locomotive and three cars, though damaged,
managed to gain its protection. Panther jets atitacked a darge truck convoy
heading west out of WONSAN, destroying eight and damaging thirty others.
Jet reccos damaged a highway bridge near YONGSIN-NI and a radar installation
in WONSAll, Other F9F's covercd seventy-five percent of their assigned
personnel and supply area targets near the bomb line. The props,
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in two close air support missions, observed several large secondary explosions
as they damaged thirty—one persommel shelters, five mortar positions s and
demolished one hundred fifty yards of trenchess With Jets flying flak suppres-
sion, the major prop efforts were directed against supply buildwup areas Just
behind the oneyg s main line of resistance. Damage assessment was hampered

by poor visibility. Sixty-three tons of bombs were dropped and one hundred
seven sorties were flown,

17 March ~ Seventy~six sorties were flown and fifty~seven tons of bombs were

opped before weather forced cancellation of the remaining events. The 4ots
conducted an early strike agsinst an enemy supply stockpile area near the
bomb line at TANGNYON-NI. Despite poor visibility s sixty percent of the
assigned target was covered« Other Panther Jets destroyed twenty-one  supply
shelters and damaged fourteen others near CHUNGSAN-NI. A Jet recco mission
damaged five storage buildings at PALP-YONG and another damaged three warew
houses west of UIHO~RI. The Corsairs and Skyraiders, diverted because of poop
weather from close air support, bombed camouflaged supply buildings south of
TONGCH~ON. Eighteen fires and two large secondary explosions were seen in
the area,

18 March — Skyraiders and Corsairs flew close air supports The AD!'s were
credited with five personnel shelters, two mortar positions, seventy~five yarde
of trenches destroyed and two caves damageds The FLU's scored five artillery
positions and four bunkers destroyed, three bunkers and one hundred yards of
trenches damageds Two secondary explosions were observedas A Jet strike covere
one hundred percent of an assigned personnel and supply shelter area near the:
eastern terminus of the bomb linse Meanwhile, other F9F!s, searching the
recco routes west of WONSAN, stopped a supply truck convoy near MAJON~NI.

Five vehicles were destroyed and at least eight others were damageds A late
morning Panther jet flight destroyed two and damaged two camouflaged vehicles
west of MAJON-NI, Other F9F!s bombed a supply build-up arca near the bomb
line and an estimated eighty percent of the target area was covereds When

the props attacked supplies and military equipment behind the enemy's main line
of resistance, extremely intense and accurate enemy anti-aircraft firing was
encountered, despite the efforts of flak suppressing Jetse The Skyraiders,
hitting a target necar the east coast s observed a large secondary explosion as
they destroyed six buildings and damaged seven otherss All the Corsairs! orde
nance was dropped into the target area, but the damage assessment was hampered
because of the intense flak. The total sortics were one hundred seven and a
total of seventy~eight tons of bombs were droppeds

19 March — No flight operations = replenishmonte

20 March - No flight operations - weather.
A o
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21 March ~ The entire task force conducted attacks throughout the day on

) s the important east coast industrial complex, land transportation
hub and sea porte Air Group TWELVE planes, flying from the UsS.S. ORISKANY,
dropped sixty-nine tons of bombs in one hundred eight sortiess After flying
TARCAF for the early prop strikes, the jets covered ninety-five percent of a
troop billeting compound south of the main target area, The AD!'s and FLU!s
destroyed six buildings in an explosive storage area., A large secondary
explosion was observed, With Panther jet TARCAP, the props attacked CHONGJIN
again in the afternoors The Corsairs covered seventy-five percent of a
supply storage area, causing two secondary explosions and many fires, The
Skyraiders, by photographic damage assessment, destroyed fourteen buildings,
damaged nine others, including a transformer at an ore processing plant, and
destroyed a bridge. The night hecklers, reporting much activity, destroyed
fourteen trucks and damaged twentywtwo others between KYONGSONG waxdd CHONGJIN.

They also stopped a train south of POHWABO, damaging the locomotive and two
boxcars,

22 March -~ Both jets and props attacked enemy supply and equipment build-up
areas along the eastern section of the bomb lines The F9F!s covered sixty
percent of their assigned arease, The Skyraiders and Corsairs, with jet flak
suppression, covered ninety~five percent of the target areas, destroying at
least three buildings and damaging many mores Several fires were left burning
at the targets The controller credited the prop close air support rmissions
with ten mortar positions, two automatic weapon positions and four bunkers
destroyeds The afternoon jet reccos destroyed a large truck and six horse carts
near UHUNG=NI, The F9F!s also destroyed a camouflaged military barracks south
of YONDOHG=NI, damaging two others, One hundred percent coverage and "excel=
lent hop" was the evaluation by the afternoon close air support controller to
the FLU's and AD's. The props continued their attacks on supply storage
facilities near the bomb line, reporting fifty percent coverage of assigned
target areas, Total sorties, one hundred two, Total tonnage of bombs dropped
seventywsixe FOF=5, BuNos 126219, hit the water and burst into flames just
after being catapulteds Cowae of the accident is unknown, There was no chance
of survival for the pilot, LTJG Ralph N. MEW, 394627, USNR, VF=122,

23 larch - Harassing vehicular traffic south and west of WONSAN, the early
morning hecklers destroyed eight trucks and damaged eighteen mores A coastal
radar staftion south of WONSAN was a2lso damaged and two supply stockpiles were
destroyede The FLU's and AD!s, with jet flak suppression, attacked their
weather alternate targetss The AD's attacked a mining area northwest of SINPO,
destroying nine buildings and damaging four, with two secondary explosions being
observeds The FLU's bombed and strafed supply shelters near PUACH-CHON=-NI '
destroying three buildings and leaving many longedelay fuzed bombs in the areas
A Jet strike attacked a water power site below the FUSEN Reservoir which
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rcsulted in four cuts in the penstocks ond domoge to two buildings housing
generotors, The FSF's, on ruconnaissence, destroyed five storage buildings,
sterted SCVerl fires ond causcd a sceondary explosion in en attoeck south

of PAIGCH'Ols They scorcd six rail cuts southwest of YCHGHUNGs In the after=
noon, thc FLUts attacked a billoting croe south of MAJOi-HI. An ostimotod
fiftcen berrocks buildings wero duStTQVvd or damngode The LD's bermbed the
constal railroad south of TWICH'ONe Suvercl dircct hits above the tunncl
entronces coused londslides which blocked thems  In addition, the roils were
cut twic.e Thoy attacked coastel gun pocitions south of SCHGJIY4but no

demege woe obs.rveds  The aftornoon jot roeco mission heavily aomnccd the
northern epprocches to the railrood bridge above PYACH'UNJANG. Aftor dcstroy-
ing scven supply shelters in o target orca northwest of YONGIUNG, the lote

Jet strikc obscrved many large groups of marching porsonncl on the road from
CH'CWCH to HATUNGs Scveral strofing runs were mede, The doxrds total sortics
were one hundred ten end ¢ighty-onc tons of bombs were droppua.

2L, Mrch - No flight opcerations - replonishments

25 Morch « Ten defensive sortics were flowne All othor £ izht oporations were
concellcd bocause of wenther,

26 Mrch = No flight opwrcotions = roigh scos.

27 lMorch = The propeller aircraft conductud strikes ageinst troop shelters
near HLa2.00G=NTe Panth.r jots flow flok suppression for theme 4An cstimoted
cighty=Iive percent of the ordnance hi+ in the target arca. Poor visibility,
because of smoke and debris over tho oot arce, hampered furthor demope
asscssmente  The Corsairs and Skyre 1dg“r cambin.d to strike twicc ot supply
shclturs ond troop bunkers ncor SOHSADCIG=1I. Sixtcen structur.s worc
destroycd ond scventecn dam ged as mincrous sccondary cxplosions WLrG seen
in the trrget crease Threc pilots of VC=3, on o voluntecr missiony succcsse
fully bomb.d the strategic, intonscly flckeprot.cted highwey bridg. south of
HAHUNGs  Photo asscssmont rovenled that they demolished about sixty yords of
the bridge at its centers VC-35 heclklers attocked o total of four locomotivese
The first locemotive, pulling on. boxcer, w-s sighted heading south cut of
HAMHUIIGs It wes stopp.d end heavily damngeds Threc stationary locomotives and
thirty boxcors were sightod ncar KOCHLAM=DCGHGe One locomotive wos dostroyed
cnd tuo wore probably destroycds The rails werce cut, four of th. boxears were
destroyed ant th. rost ‘susteined strafing damages One hundrod six sordics
droppuc nincty=five tons of borbs,

20 Mrreh - The props werc providud flok suppre:sion by the jots as they roturncd

to attocl the suoply shelters cn‘ troop bunkur tgrghtu bombed 27 Mrrehe ALY
of th. ordnrmec hit in the d.signetod arcas, At least six buildings werc
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destroyed and five domaged. A job strikc, provented by weathcer from attocle
ing its primeory targcet, heavily demoged throc boxcars and two wot.r pumping
plants near KOWCN, Cloud cover pruvented accurate domege asscsament of a jet
strilze on' o truck parking and troo- bunkir area near HAERANG-NI.. The AD!s
and FLU's, diverted becouse of weather from thoir primery torgot, attocked
barracks buildings and looding focilitics ot HUNONAM. Fiftoen buildings were
heavily demogude The night heckloers again successfully attocked lucrative
transportotion torgets. They bombed and strafed o locomotive and scventeen
boxcars hcnding scuth toword CHCIGJIle The locomotive wos heevily drmageda
Three cars were destroyed by sccondary explosions cnd ton cors were damoged.
The reils worc cut twice in front of the train and once behind ite A4nother
locomotive wos stopped by rail cuts cnd strafing damage ncor YCHGCH10ii=DONG
It was then heavily dsmagcd by bombings In addition, the hecklers destroyed
three trucks and damrged eleven othersg Hincty-five tons of bormbs werc
dropped during one hundred cleven sortiisé

29 Morch = No flight opurctions - roplonishmente Departed for [00G KOG,
China and c¢nd of thu roporting periode
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CRDNANCE

1. The 450 caliber gun performance durin: this period was excellecnte Only
nine stopnages occurrcd while expending 104,300 rounds. A commendable
accomplichment by the ordnance pcrsonncl of V=124,

2. Performance of the 20MM guns was considerably below average with a
recording of but 920 rounds per stoppage, A thorough investigation
discloscd the following:

ae More than a third of the total Stoppages recorded could be dircctly
attributed to a calibration slippage that occurred in the belting machine,
This slippage has sincz been corrected,

be Scveral of the 20MM incendiary rounds, Lot No. KOP 37-71, manufac-
tured by Federal Cartridge Corp. in 19Ll, werc found to have defective
primers or propellant charges, Six additicnal stoppages were attributed
to these dud rounds. ”

Cce Of twenty-six re-~worked Cldsmobile feed mechanisms installed,
sixteen were found to be defective, The most common defects notcd were !
incrcascd loss of tension on the cluteh spring, bent link ejecctors and !
star whecl housings, and sheared rivets., RUDAOL's covering (b) and (c¢)

arc bcing initiated.

3+ All bomb racks employed by this Air Group have performed well with the
exception of the Aero 1LA Combination Bomb Rack and Rocket Launcher, Many
cases of slow and improper releascs werc reported while flying at high
specdse This was particularly evident when the rack was lorded with 5004
bombs, Onc bomb dropped off on launchings Three bombs failed to rclease,
of which onc dropped off upon recovery from the run. In most cascs, invest-
igation of thcse racks uncovered no anparent malfunction. hdoption of a
strongcr relcase solenoid is supgested as a possible aid in alleviating

this trcubles It is recommendud, however, that an access port be installed
on this rack in order to facilitate maintcnance checks and inspcetionse A
RUDM on thc discrepancies noted in the Acro 1LA launcher is being initiatcds

Le On the 6th of Merch, a Corsair rcturncd to the ship with 2 250# GP bomb
hung on an Acro 1lh4 racke. During the arrestcd landing, the bomb fcll from
the rack, landed on its nosc, flippud over scveral times onto its tail ond
nosc alternately, then bounded high into the air before landing on its nose
end explodinges The arming vanes and discs on the nose fuze shottered and
the arming stem on the tail fuze broke off ot the firing pin plung.r. Facts
indicatc that a possible cause of detonation was due to the tail fuze,

The cause of the bomb rack malfanction was undeberminadi 4 Board of Inquiry
has completed an investigation mnd ferwarded iss findings through pooper
channels,
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TOTAL ORDWANCE EXPENDITURE BY SQUAURCNS:

TYPE F9F-5 . F9F-5

ORDNANCE (VF-121) (VF-122) (VF-124) (VA-125) (VC

| GrSRD

-3) (vC-35) TOTAL

2000# GP

1000# GP

1000# SAP

500# GP 150
5007 SAP

350# ADB

260# TRAG 503
250# GP 641
100# GP L9
NAPATLM

51 ATAR 32
35" AR

20 1M 113170
.50 CLLe

HUNG CORDNANCE:

TYPL
ORDUIANICE

5007# P
250# GP
260# TRAG
S LTAR

171

L3k
78k
20
36

L0879

ALERO 1LA

10
7
5

13

DISPOSITI¢ N HUNG ORDN:iNCE:

ON LANDING

FLu-L  4D-3,-lL FLU-5N AD-LN
' 91
125 361 6 2
26 2
121 264 36 23
15
‘ 16 1 22
68 128 194 37
679 1070 Lo 111
4
30
L3 b
29320 17050 15050
104300
DROPPED OFF

AZRO U\ - MK 9 LAUNCHER

91
Lok
28
765
15
39
1364
3325
69
L

98

B7
15470
104300

LATER RLLEASED
FROM ALRO 1LA

TYPE REMAINING ON
CRDNANCE AERC 1LA RACK
SO0# GP 1
250# GP 1
260:# FRAG
5t ATAR 13
345" IR

75

9
7
5

# Not considered hung ordnance beeause launchers had not been energized.

e,

II1-2

TNCLOSURE (1)



DAMAGE INFLICTED ON ENEMY:

TARGET
o ———.

Boats

Barracks Buildings
Factory Buildi ngs
Warehouses
Unidentified Build ngs
Bunkers
‘Hiptmwy Bridges
Railroad Bridges
Railroad Bypasses
Vehicle Cars
Railroad Cars
Highway Cuts

Rail Cuts

Ox Carts

Gun Emplacements
Power Installations
Radio Installations
Locomotives

Storage Buildings
Personnel Shelters
Supply Shelters
Trenches (Yards)
Troops (Estimated)
Trucks

Railroad Tunnels
Snow Shed

Caves

Penstocks

Water Tower

Supply Stockpiles

DEC\J\QC‘" i \ED

PART IV
DAMAGE
DESTROYED DAMAGED
9
18 30
21 22
26 35
Lo L5
2l 11
1 1
2 3
1 1
3 3
26 56
3
6L
' 6
21 10
2
1
3 6
19 18
L2 36
Lo I
270 225
100 KIA " 100 WIA
55 118
L
1
L
L
1
1
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CQBAT LOSS OF .LIRCRAFTs

DATE UNIT TYPE A/C BUKO
313/53 VA-125  aDd 12902
DAMAGE INFLICTED BY ENEMY TO OWN A/C:
DAE  INIT  TEEAG  BUNO
y6/53 vr-12h  Fhod 82099
3/6/53 vR-12} FliU-d 97059
3/6/53 VF-=12ly Fl-4 96836
3/9/53 VF-12h Tl 96796
3/9/53 Vreasl FliU- 97113
3/10/53 vF-124 Flg- 82099
3/1/53 VF-122 F9F-5 126087~
3/1L/53 VvA-125 AD-3 122811
3/16/53 VF-12l FLu-U 82099
¥18/53 vE-12L  FLU- 97113
3/18/53 VF-124 FLU-L 97387
3/23/53 VF-122 F9F=5 125955
3/23/53 VF-122 | F9F-5 125963
3/27/53 VF-12L FlyU-y 81006
3/28/53 VF-12l,  FLU-L 82099
OPERATIONAL LOSS OF AIRCRAFT:

DATE  UNIT ILFE 4/C BUNO
3/20/53 VF-122 F9F5 125312
3/22/53 VF-122 F9Fw5 126219
‘ V=2

CAUSE CODE

Enemy anti~aircraft fire L

CAUSE COmE
Small arms fire D3
Small arms fire D3
Small arms fire D3
Small arms fire D3
Small arms fire D3
Automatic weapons fire D3
Automatic weapons fire D3
Small ams fire D=3
Heavy weapons fire D3
Automat ic weapons fire D3
Automatic weapons fire D3
Automatic weapons fire D3
Autanatic weapons fire D3
Automatic weapons fire D3
Small arms fire D3

CAUSE oore

Lost overboard in rough L
scas during re-spot of A/C

Crashed into ocean and L
exploded immediately after
catapult launch
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PSR SONNEL PERFORIAICE AND CASULLTTES
PIRFOR.ANCE s

1. Performance of Air Group personncl during this poriod is considcred
exccllent, Morale continucs to ramcin at o very high levels Tengible
evidence of this is thc number of cnlistud personnel eligiblc to be re=-
turned to CONUS for discharge who hiwe clected to remain with the Air
Group until the current tour is finished,

CASUALTIES:

l. LT E, L. KUMMER, USNR, 403121, Corsair pilot of VF-12L, suffered wounds
in both legs, lcft arm and shouldcr, and first and second dugree burns of
the face, when a hung bomb exploded immedictely after his landing aboard on
6 Merch 1953, The following casualtics also resulted from the ¢xplosions

as DBROCKMEYER, R. C., AN, 318 84 87, ¥SN, of VF-122, = missile laccrated
his lcft forearm,

b. RODGERS, L, 4., AD1, 386 OL 17, USN, of VC-3 Det. GEORGE, a missile
pcenctrated his cheste .

Ce DUIICN, H. J., AN, L17 79 h9, USN, of VC-3 Dcts GECRCE, suffcred a
blow on his chest. )

2 On 22 Merch 1953 ,while taking off from the ship in an FSF-5, Bulo 126219,
LTJG Rolph E. MEW, 394627, USNR, of VF=-122, was obscrved to mcke 2 normal
richt turn immcdiately aftcr being catepulted, Following this, thc¢ airceraft
went into 2 steep, nose high, left turn and crashod into the watcer in an
almost inverted attitude ncar the rort bow of the shipe The circraft exploded
on impact and sank immediately leaving burning gesoline over & large area of
watcrs A scarch by helicopter and o destroyer failed to find any indication
that the pilot survived, .

“ V-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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OPERATIONS

" 1., During this fourth perjod with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, Carrier Air
Group TWELVE completed a total of 1,69L flights and flew 3,601.L hours
during 16,5 scheduled opergtional days. Approximately 3.5 days! operations
were cancelled because of weather, The Air Group averaged 102,5 flights
per operating day, The average total number of flights per pilot for the
propeller aircraft pilots was 13.h4 and for the jet pilots was 16,1, The
average total flight time per pilot for the propeller aircraft pilots was
3648 hours and for the jet pilots was 25,2 hours,

for repeated attacks on consecutive days. Pilots who made successive
attacks on the same target were enthusiastic in their advocacy of such
strategy. It afforded familiarity with the target which greatly facilitated
. planning and executing the gttack with respect to the terrain and intense
. enemy flak, locating and identifying the target, and accomplishing a safer
withdrawal, N

/A 2¢ During the final days of this period, a Cherokee target was selected

3e The night fighters of VC~3, Detachment "GEORGE", volunteered for and
accomplished a most effective night strike on the intensely flak-protected
highway bridge at HAMHUNG, During bright moonlight, the three FLU~SN's
approached the bridge from the mountains at 10,000 feet altitude., They
attacked singly in forty degree dives commenced at 8,000 feet and maine
tained an interval between planes of about % mile by use of intercept radar,
Just before the leader started his dive, the last plane released a 3,000
feet delay flare as a deceptive measure to divert the enemy gunnerst
atlention, Photographic damage assessment established their results as one
direet hit and two damaging near misses, A section of the bridge!s center

(@bout sixty yards in length)was completely destroyed., Enemy anti-aircraft
guns did not fire until after the attack and then they were inaccurate,

m VIel ENCLOSURE (1)
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SUMIIARY OF FLIGHTS:

VF-121 VF-122 VF=-12l, VA-125 VC-3 VC-1l VC=-35 VC-61

MISSICH

D@U\Qu“

QW

\tD

AIR

OFFENSIVE:

FOF-5 F9F-5 FLU-L AD-3,L FLU-5N AD-LW AD-LN F2H-2P GROUP

Strike 117 122 206 196 641
Rceco 37 38 %3
Flek Supprcession 65 57 122
NGF T 2 5 2 16
CM 1 3 L
Photo 56 56
Photo Escort 29 28 57
CAS L 30 50 84
TAR CAP 12 11 , 23
RESCAP 7 2 9
Hecklor Ll 30 71
TOTAL OFFSEMNSIVE 260 260 250 250 L7 35 56 1158
DIFLIVE: |

CAP 127 124 5 256
ASP 43 L3
LSP Escort 2l L 16 L
TOTAL DRFZISIVE 127 124 2l 5 L7 16 343
MI SCTf LANEQU S:

Survivor Scarch 2 2
Refresher 21 17 20 21 6 L 3 6 98
Slow t'mc or test L 9 13
Ferry 11 15 6 5 _L8
POTAL MISC. 21 17 35 L5 12 7 18 6 161
ABORTS: 2 1 b 7 . .2 1 2 32
TOT..LS Lo  L1s 289 326 6L 56 70 6L 1694
Average Flights

Per Pilot 6. 16.6 12 14.8 12,8 11,2 14 12,8 1h.6
Averoge Flight

hours pcr pilot 25.5 26.1 38246 hie$  3he6 31.8 35.6 20,2 31,1

‘ VI=2 ZINCLOSUZE (1)
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AIR INT.LLIGZKCE

le Anti-aircraft fire encountercd on bomb line Cherokee missions has
stcadily inercased and hes bocome more difficult to suppress gffectively.
When a Cherokee target was scheduled for attacks on consceubite days, an
attempt was made to provide the jut pilots furnishing flak supprcscion with
plioto blow=ups of 2ll cnemy gun positions in the torget arca which could be
brought to bear on attacking sircraft, These photos, although not =211
inclusive, were cxceudingly helpful to the Jut pilots in locating on exact
position by physical appcarances rathor than Just a general position merkd
on & maps The flok was morc effeetively suppressed because the pilots were
bricfed from these photogrophs and were actually able to sec somc of their
assignud gun positions on their attacks, a rclatively rere occurrcncc
previcuslys These pilots bulicve that continuotion and improvement of this
intclligence, in the form of mory coverage by large scale, photo-intirpreted
photogranhs of enemy gun positions, would cnhrnee the effcctivencss of their
flak-sunnression efforts,
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SURVIVLL

1, Fourtcen Mk-l Anti-BExposurc suits wure tested by VF-12L after four
months of use and 2ll were leaking cround the crotche Thosc lecks were
apparuntly causcd by chafing of the high spots of wrinkles ageinst tho
inncrliner. The majority of thesc holus were minor, but scveral were of
such magnitude that, in case of complote immersion, it is cstimoted the
suits would hove £illid with wat-— within  forty-five minutuse The romein=-
ing suits in thc Air Group worc checlod and 21l showed wear and chafing in
the some arca.

2. Only onc pilot was forced to moke usc of survival gear during this tour
on the lince The pilot, weering o Mk-L Anti-Bxposure Suit, ditchud ncar
WOi'SAM, His aircraft sank in «ight scconds. The pilot 1loft the cockpit
with his parachutc strapped on and cxp.ricnc.d no difficulty in leoving the
planc or in moving around in thc wnitcre He utilized his Mac West and paras-
roft and was pickcd up in approximatcely fiftecn minutuse Duc to o worn and
strotched néek scal, which the pilot had not had repeired, wotur sceped ine
to the suite Aside from buing wet, he folt comForteble at 21l tincse All
pilots that have had to usc the k-l Anti-Exposurc Suit gloves have buen
impresscd by the warmth they providids A letter report on lucks in the Mk=
i Anti~Fxposurc Suit after 125 hours of combat usc is being submittiude
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AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND MATERIAL

1. Fuel system components of the F9F-5 aircraft continue to be the major
maintenance problemn, During this period sixteen Holley Fuel Controls,
R85-HO-A7008C, nine high pressure fuel pumps, R85-BPD-185018-1 , and nine
pressurizing valves, PN/185018-1, were replaceds All components appeared
to be extremely corroded, and it is strongly believed that the alcohol
additive furthers this corrosion. The foregoing is based upon the follow=
ing conditions, experiments, and tests:

a8+ On ground turn-up during a recent case, idle speeds greater than
60% and maximum attainable primary RPM of less than 80% required the
change of the Holley Fuel Control, high pressure pump, and the pressurizing
valves The removed components were found to be extremely corroded.

be Corrosion problems followed the use of alcohol as an additive.

ce Fifteen aircraft discontinued the alcohol additive but catinued
the use of 3% 1100 oil additive. Of the total fuel system components used,
only eleven were by this group of aircraft, while twenty-three were required
by the other group of fifteen aircraft in which alcohol continued to be used,

de In view of (a) and (b) above, all F9F aircraft discontinued the use
of alcohol and a reduction of maintenance problems due to fucl system com-
ponents was experienced.

8 In regard to corrosion, simple tests were performed by the Pratt
and Whitney Aircraft Engines Representative, Mr, McMAKEN s to determine the
effect of various gasoline-alcohol mixtures. These tests indicated that
alcohol does not mix completely with gasoline, Although most of the alcohol
settled to the bottom, some alcohol dispersed throughout the gasolinc,

When gasoline and alcohol were agitated together, a sort of emulsion was
formed which had a tendency to finally settle out, but adhered to any sur-
faces Further tests revealed the following:

(1) Gasoline and alcohol (95%) was not corrosive. _
(2) Gasoline and alcohol with a very small quantity of water present,
particularly salt water, was very corrosive,

2o Fourteen cases of FIF-5 auto-acceleration oceurred during the period
covered by this report, all under similar conditions as previously reported,

3« Additional JUB-P-6A engine malfunctioning experienced during this period
follows: :

as The high pressure cock, P/N 185018~1, was replaced when the pressuriz—
ing valve plunger was found rusted and stuck at a partially open position,

& IX-1 ‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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It appcors feasible to test one or two aireraft by applying hcat to the
control body just below the altitude volves This could be donc by using
warm oir from the cnginc comprosgoe, The Pratt and Whitney Represcntative
wes impressed with the knowledge thot the information supplicd by the
pilot was positive indication thet autoencceleration is not causcd by’
rcestriction of the scrveo linc at the filter or at the isolation volvee

ow

s Onc duck flamc-out wos cxporicnced during this periode Iottcr report
ip accordance with CQMAIRPAC JL8 Enginc Tochnical Bullctin No. 10 is pending,

5e¢ Inrtorinl support during this period was considcred satisfactorys A
total of four cas.s of ACOG were cxpericnceds Two of thesc ACOG's were down
locss than two dayse Itums cousing aircraft to be down for morc thon two
days were F9F=5 londing gear omorgency air bottle clbows, RL5E266-60. This
item was manufacturcd aboard and also cxchanged with dud airceraft,

6e During thc last in-port puried, o mcthod of coordinating adircraft
mceintonance schedules with the Adr Department wns implementcde An outline
of 21l squadrons! maintenance schodules covering a three day poriod was
submitted in advancc to the Air Departments Each evening of the third doy,
o similar outline was submittcd covering the next such period, thus pro-
viding the Lir Dopartmont with o mcans of anticipating the deily require-
mcnts for the moving of aircrafts Thesc outlines also showed the relative
order in which various jobs weru to be accomplisheds This proccdurc was
most cffcctives,

LAIRCRIPT LVAILABILITY:

AVERAGE AIRCRAFT

ON BOARD EXCLUSIVE AVERAGE P.RCLNTAGE
UNIT TYPE A/C  OF “DUD" ALCRAFT AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE AVATLABLE
VF-121 F9F-5 Ue3 12,7 899
VF-122  F9F-5 13.7 11,2 82%
VF-12, - FLU-L 12,4 11.9 96%
Vi=125  [D=3,k 149 13.5 91%
VC-34G"  FLU-SN L0 3.7 90%
VC-118G#"  AD-LW 340 245 83%
VC~351G"  D=LN 343 , 340 913
VC-61ncH  F2H-2P 3.1 2.9 93%
LIR GROUP 68,7 61.L 89%
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