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O 27 hord 1951

Froms Commander Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE
Tos Commanding Offieer, U.5,8. BOXER (CV-21)

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED OHE
(17 Merch 1951 - 21 April 1951

ef: (a) CNO Restricted ltr OP34% Ser, 1197P34 dated 3 Aug. 1950

"« This report, azs required by reference (a), is forwarded for inclusi.on in the
report of the U,5.S. BOXER (CV-2l) .

2., Informetion and recommendations are presented under the folldwing headings:
I - Migsion and Compogition
I1I ~ Chronoloegy
III - Ordnance
IV = Demage
V = Personnel
VI « Operstions end Msintenance

I MISSION LND C 0

1. Carrier 4ilr Group ONE HUNDRED ONE oper:sted off the U.8.8. BOXER {CV-21) in
support of United Nations operstions in Korce and on spociel missions in the
Formosa erea during this period.

2. The composition of the sir group wus as follows:

UNIT IYPE A/ PERATION 4/
(Commender) 3/17 = L/22 3/%’? - Lf21
CVG~101 |
(CDR W.W, BREHM) (LCDR W.E. TIOODM.LN, Acting 3/1 - 4/15)
VF-721 . PP 22 - 20 324 - 3
{LCDR W.E. TTOODMAN ‘
VF-791 P44 .16 - 13 2N - XMW
(LCDR J.B. KISNER)
VF-884 FLU4 15 - 12 27 - 25
(LCDR G.F, CARMICHLEL)
VA=702 AD2 % -~ 14 27 - 27
(LCDR S.C. SEAGRIVES)  AD4Q 2 - 2
VC~3 Det, F4U5NL b = 4 6 -6

{1CDR G.E. HARTLEY)

VC~11 Det, ADLW 3 -3 5% - G%
{1COR R.I, HALEY) :




VC-35 Det. LD4N 0 -~ 3 6 - 6 =
(LT D.A. ARRIVEE) *
VC~61 Det. FIF 2P 3 - 3 b= 4

(LT H.A. TOMPKINS)

HU-1 HO3S 1 - 1 2 - 2
(LT V.7, COLLINS) °

# Includes one pilot each from Air Group Steff who flew regularly; does not
include Air Group Commender, who regularly flew either FOF or F4U, nor three
1S0's who flew oceansionally. . o

# Does not include two 1355 officers on DIF,

I1 CERONOLOGY

Carrier Air Group 101, aboard U.S.S, BOXER, departed Peerl Herbor 17 Merch
1951 end rendezvoused with TF77 in the See of Japen on 26 March, Time in tran-
sit was devoted to usuel meintenance snd ground training operztions.

The air group leunched its first strikes against the enemy on 27 Merch from
a position within sight of the Koreen east coest near the 38th perallel. On
that day 16 plenes flew close air support missions under the lesdership of U.S.S.
PRINCETON plenes, end demaged nine houses end ome factory type building, Five
pillboxes were destroyed and 40 enemy cesuslties were estimated by the ground
controller,

Foul weather precluded further air operations until 30 March when 67 sorties
were flown on close air support, railrosd bresker, armed recco, end photo
escort missions, Two air defense, four anti-submarine, end two photo recco
gorties were flown during the day. The pilots destroyed one railroed bridge,
one werehouse, and one truck, Unassessed demaged wes done to four bridges. One
village was demaged and reilrced treck wes broken st one point, One woarchouse
was 60 percent destroyed end two trucks were probably destroyed by strafing.
Troop concentretions were strafed, bombed, end napalmed in meny locotions,

March 31 saw 79 sorties lsunched on c}ose air support, railroad breakers,
bridge breskers, photo escort, snd rescep operstions. Three phote 2nd radar
recco, two air defense snd four anti-submarine missions vere flown during the
day. Alrcraft destroyed one house and five larger buildings, Three barrscks-
type buildings and one bridge were demaged., One AD-2 was forced to a belly
landing behind enemy lines es a result of demsge recelved from enemy small zrms
fire, Pilot was picked up almost immedistely by Army helicopter whose pilot
witnessed the erash, Two other AD-2's made emergency landings at field K16 and
K18 s results of demege done by enemy smell erms fire. The two latter planes
were repeired and recovered, Many enemy troops were strefed by rescap in area
surrounding an Army helicopter which wes shot down by enemy small arms while
attompting to rescue 24 surrounded friendly troops.

Forty sorties were launched on 1 April on bridge breaking, railroed bresking,
armed recco, photo recco, and defensive missions, Three raeilroad tunnels and
two reilroed bridges were demaged, and trecks were cut in 13 places, Five rell-
road cers were destroyed snd sn unknown number were damsped, One sawmill and
lumber yerd were heavily dameged by fire, end two warchouses end two other lsrge
buildings were damsged by bombing, A4 pilot bailed out of one D2 in flanmes
after receiving demege from enemy enti-sircreft fire., The pilot was recovered
from behind the enemy line by the PRINCETON helicopter end was back aboard the
BOXER within 40 minutes after the time hes plene was scheduled to return. He
bed second degrce burns about the face, o
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On 2 4ipril 66 sortics were lounched, of which 52 were on offensive missions;
bridges were broken, reilrosd tracks were cut, power lines were dropped by
strefing, reilroed cars and other reil equipment were destroyed end demaged.
Soveral enemy troop concentretions were strefed, bombed and napslmed by close _
air support missions end the controllers estimated @ high percentsge of cosual- A
ties, One F4U=4 spun into the water while meking a message drop over a friendly 7
destroyer in Wonsen Bay. The pilot wos recovered by the destroyer, The eccident
oceurred while the plene wes on & navel gunfire spotiing mission over the Wonsan
~ren. 4 second F4U=4 returned to U.8.S, BOXER with minor demage from enemy 30
calibre fire,

Only two sorties were leunched on 3 4ipril dus to acdverse weather corditions,

No results were observed

The weather improved on 4 &pril and 42 sorties were launched on offensive end
defensive missions., Trucks and carts were destroyed end demaged, Reilrosd
trocks were broken by two F4U-4's which hed been sent on & gunfire spotting
mission in the Songjin sree and were diverted due to bed weether. Planes on
close oir support bombed, strafed end nepelmed meny enemy troop concentrations
#ith excellent results. In one instance they successfully attacked enemy troops
who were dug in epproximately 100 ysrds from friendly troops.

On 5 April Bl sorties were lcunched, of which AB were on cffensive missions.
Tuenty-six sorties were photo end ECM recco sorties, four sorties were eir
defense, and two sortles were anti-submarine. 4n unidentified voice attempted
to direct one close eir support mission by redio, but when chellenged wes uneble
to give the proper suthenticctor. It wes later discoverod that the position
the voisce hed esttempted to direct the BOXER planes tc wes that of s UN militery
instzlletion.

On 6 April 96 sorties were leunched. Eighty-four were offensive, four were
photo receo, four were air defense, and four wore snti-sub. Some of these
sortios were flown in connection with the landing operation scheduled for 7
Aipril by o British ccmmendo perty., One F4U-4 returned to USS BOXER with hole
in wing ceused by direct hit of enemy 23 mm anti-aircraft gune.

On 7 Lpril 51 sorties were launched. Forty of these were offensive and 11
mere enti-submarine. The offensive missions were flown primerily in support of
the temporsry lending but were severly hempered by adverse weather end were
forced to drop their ordnence on dump tergets. One F4U~4 wes lost with pilot
reported missing. The plene's engine froze from loss of oil, probebly es3 result
of cnemy enti-eirercft fire, The pilot was lagt seen in cockpit ss plene
glided into fog benk. & cciling-zero eondition preluded any search by helicop~
ter end provented effective search by plene. & destroycr seerched the arca
~here theplane is bulicved to have gone down until complete derkness. 411
search cfforts produced negative resultis,

8 spril whs replenishment day end no air operetions were conducted.

On 9 April 40 sorties were flown. 411 werc treining flights while cnroutc
to the Formose erca.

Nlo eir operetions were conducted on 10 ipril es USS BOXER was in transit.

On 11 .pril 60 sorties were lrunched for eir persde of southwest Chine
coest, and 6 photc sorties were launched with six jet eseorts for photo reconn-
aissance of Chinese.coastal installations. Twelve scrties were launched for air
defense end four for enti-sub defense,

Ve sir operstions were conducted on 12 ipril owing to edverse weather
conditions.

On 13 Lpril 65 sorties were Jeunched for o second day of perades in the
Formose Straits. Four photo planes with four jet escorts were lzunched for
photo recconaissance of jnstallations on southeast coast of Chine, Two sorties
were launched to escort the perade mission, eight sorties were leunched for air \35
defense, and two were leunched for enti-sub defonse,

-
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On 14 ipril & total of 28 sorties were launched. Tight were for air defense,
four for anti-submarinc dcfense, and two were for towinz target sleeves for
enti-aircreft £iring. The other 1/, sorties were for pilot training purposes.

Flying on 15 April wes 1imited to defense end couricr sorties while USS
B.xer trensitied beck to the See of Jepen. '

On 16 .pril o totel of 112 offonsive and defensive sorties were flown over
enemy held Koree. Of these 12 were photorecco, 12 wereair defense, and 6 wers
anti-submerine, tnd the remeinder of tte¢ sortios carried out sttscks egainst
eneay ground tergets, One FOF-2B '8 ditched on dovmwind leg of lending approech
cirele due to flame out, Thc pilot wes reccvered within epproximstely five
minutes by helleopter.

On 17 .pril a total of 103 sorties wers flown over North Koree. 5ix of these
were photo recco sorties with gix jet escorts, 13 were air defense sorties, and
six were snti-sub sorties. The remeindcr of the sorties ettecked cnemy ground
installetions, One FAU-4 stelled and ditched on tekeoff from USS BOXER on esrly
morning irunch, The oilot wes recovered by helicepter, One TOF-28 and one F4U-4
returned to USS BOER #With lefiege pogeived frof smell arms fire. _

On 18 4pril Uhe cerriers of TF 77 leunched en ell-cut air atteck egeinst
enemy troop concenurailons and militery installations in the Nemhung ares.
During tae dey's onmeretion USS BOXER lsunched 115 sorties, of which B9 were
of fensivs, Jra F4U-4 strock high tension lines during & strefing etteck and
exploded in rid-air shortly thereafter.

i similer overstion wos planned egainst trocp concentrations and military
inatelleticons in the Tonsen cree for the 19 4pril, but incleamcnt weether
intertersa, L total of 12 scrties were fiown of which only four were ageinst
creny instelletions, The remainder were sir defenge and enti-submerine missions.

The sbip Aocked at Pisdmont Pler, Yokosuke, Jepan on 21 .pril 1951, for

rost pericd,

II1 ORDNICE

1, General. Fepelm continues to be en excellent weepcn szaipst a veriety of
wowever, o5 other groups heve recommended, scme improverents could
be medc: tanks in pesting helves for eese of storsgs, Tins to £llow higher
c1titude crows morc sccursicly perticularly in ruggad couvatry. This group
used Jipenese F-51 tanks, dropping eltitudes heve been 16D to 500 feetj few
ngrds" with double igniters, ebout 259 duds with single igniter, ell irnited
on strafing with elther 20 mm or 50 cel, One fstal nceident wos attributed to
strikinz power lines which appercntly either pulled the erming wire on a 500
1bh VT-fuzed bomb, causing it to erm and cxplode on the F4U, or ignited the
cuxiliery fuel tenk. The exploded bomb did net have the pdditionel jump-cut

pin (COIF .OP1444,1st Rev.,Ch.1l) due to a shortege of extra pins received ei
lest replenishment from the 188 PLRICGTIN, Instelleticn of pins before delivery
swould shorten rcerming time sud 1i-hten the lord of overwcrked ccrricr end
squedron ordnance Crews as well es provent such shortages.,

; rming wires reteined after ordnence is dropped are soretching wings bedly.
Frequent repeinting is the only sclution so far, Onc rockot with ¢ split cese
ignitcd on deck end burpsd itself oub, one ‘tumbled ceusing damege requiring
& wing chenge, numerous rockets skiddod sp the deck but. cdused no densfes MK5-
Yod 4 lrunchers spreed encugh tc allow rockots to fall off .(4iC52 mot installed
becsuse of conflict with 2Aicl?) Lporoximately 2% of sll rockets loaded both

RVLR end ATiR failed to fire,

targets;

2. FOF, Jet ermed recco flights were losded with full gun ammo and & rockets
(AViR end iTiR), photo escort end (LP with gun ammo only. \*—
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- KOREAN THEATER

Indicating transportation routes disrupted by armed recco, N
railroad and bridge breaker, and heckler missions; strike f //
areas et Hamhung and southwest of Songjin; ard eclose air ) NN s
support ares aleng bombline, Noon positions of USS BOXER J ~ 7,
are indicated for all operating dates (27 March - 18 April) P
in the Korean Thester, ; (T
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oEEmENENER i ASSIFIED

Thero was 1o Yigh #l#itude (sbove 20,000} Worky W A s
??%lﬁts Taoomend retelning ot least partisl Toed of dockets 811 Tnt

ot 55,009 focta

¥» Fild, Two FAU's bave boen "
h,{_aﬁmmammushmmmmmw a4 ny
hoawy sehedulo. It is presently Boing nccompiished during rm mfﬁ
Mahatt launchers FLU!s con be spottod and armed five abroust on dock withis
#ny wagte space, or a splitspot of two AD!'a and two FAlI's can be used; the
m*a add just emough width to mako those dock combinations extremoly 4ifTicklt
! ng oither "ocked" and inflexible ordnancc over the catwalks, Pigtelle
thks‘ts on Mi4A racks wore cut in the giy, poseibly by clocted brass;
auporinonts with taping pigtails and veing deflector plates are ineonclusive
6‘! ydt.

There were throo oxplosions in blast tubos daring this period {791 RUMMSS~
#187~51) couse undotermined, possibly wnbumt gas explosion in wing from eresloc
tube, possibly malfunctioning projectiles,

4.m.amwmmsmmmmmnﬁemwtormﬁg

corrected after supply of M8 links desans dynilable again.
mmmmummmmwmmkm sI1p-

strean; squodron is safoty wiring them on as a temporery
Ashuabmpoiatedomwomm&s'amﬂrmﬂyﬁ”

to load with wings folded, spreading wings to reern causes deck delayss the

hoiat developed by Douglas moy be offfoctive 4f 1t deesn'd toke too lomg to rig

Mmhwing,
LWMWW@&M:

Oxnongs '/ 4 g/ i) tol
20001b GP - - 64 &4
-1000%d  OP - 42 - 41 8y
500 1b BP - a7 281 498
260 1b frog - - 166 166
250 % Gp - - 252 252
220" Frog " 22 708 730
100 * GP - - 35, 354
350" DB - - 14 1L
11,75 Rockst = - 10 10
6.5 ATAR 352 620 - 972
5,0 HVAR .21 1958 80 2249
3425 Rackoet - B2 k1 69
Napaln - : 95. 156 2
20 o 36,0710 33,400 69,470
«5) Col - 33'7.800 - 33'?.
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IV DAMAGE

(1) Damage inflictod on epemy:

RR Bridges 1
RR Tracks FAT
MR locomotives _ 3
HR Cars

RR Yards
RR Tunnels
HWY Bridges
H7Y Tunnels
Ammo Trucks
Trucks
Vehicles
Tarehouses
Ammo Dumps
Factories
Villages
Fuel Dumps
Buildings 59
Tenks 2
Mlit, Inst,

Pill Boxos .3
Gun El'l!pla

Floating Mine

Treops Killed

w
m,wwubowwumbgw S
=t
wwm\ngm{%b_—' P\ W -h-m:us:u O
& -
r*aa\oa~aoaano#~&dﬁdso~o\n25 ¥e

N
&

* Yo considoration hos been given to items "possibly destroyed". It is
folt that the nbove is o congervativo account of damage. "Proops killed",
for example, are confirmed through ground sourses, seen to fall in course
of strafing, or are not token into account, Quite possibly thousands were
killed, particularly in attacks on eitles and villagzos but sinee it is
impogaible to guess correctly no gucss at all has beon made.

# (L.0., traoks were broken}

(2) Damage to ovm alreraft (first figure is *operational®, cause code Aj
sceond figuro combet-connected; all other causes)

P 1 O o 1 FA |
FLU 2 2 1 1 1 2
AD o 2 6 o 3 15

* Tranaferrod in dameged condition, awaiting action.

\7
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(3) Comments, Summary of accidents listed above as lost or damaged beyond
local repalr is zs follows:

FOF2B « Flameout in innding circle, dltshed, pllot broke hand, picked
up Oy heiloopuer.

FOFZ2B < Struck tree, too low on strafing run,

F404 o Spun in while meking message drop to ship, pilot slightly
injured, plcked up by Db

F4UL ~ Ditched on tekecff, ioss of aitilule and control attributed
to siipateamn of plane shewd, Plict plcked up by helleopter

FL4 - Lash séen ertering fcg bank, *icinty Tanchon heading %o
seoward, ensine Trozen fronm 13se of ol due to cnemy fire,
Search negaiive, pilot reported as missing.

FLU, « Piane ewploded following conmtact with power lines, vicinity
Hamhang, pilcs roperted as deads

Filli - Tilhosk shaf% pasted on arrested landing, plame into catwelks
FiU, -~ largs antd-alrcraft hele in left wing stub,

ADZ = Crash landad foilowing lcss of power due to enemy fire on
Slose air svppert migsion, helicopter picked up pilots

02 ~ Mreraft cought five from enemy mnti=aiveraft hit, pilot
bailed out, received sevond degree burns, recovered by
helicopters
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v PERSONNEL

1. Pildté(,_ﬁ#erage_misaiona per pilot in the various types are as follows:
Va7i 10, VaNt 104 VFi 9, VAs 8, VFN: 8, Photo: 7, Jets 5,

2, Growd 0fficers, In adddtion to the officers reported in paragraph I (=),
theres a~e fouwr 134583 ¢ th: air group steff (Survival, Electronics- ‘
Gommusoications, Mairtensucs, and 4ir Intelligence) and 15 in the four squadrdhs
plus a Cn Mack (4T MNainteuance, Persomnel, and, in two squasdrons, Ordrianes
Cfficers). The grouad ofil~ers have been prectically indispensable t¢ the sdd
group in fts accelorsted iriining and deployment,

3, Comssiidation. This grovp organized the VC detanhments and the air group
gtaff ae vO-i000 uncer the senicr detachment commender; this works well
eduinistretively (sorresvuondonss, watches, musters)j however; the system has at
least “wo major drawbaukm., Any tendency to make the staff a gseparate sguadron
eithor by ovireomplemonting it or essigning it eircraft and routire reporting
responsibilitles, reduces ite effectiveness as a staff concerned with plenning,
ceordinaticn, and surveillonce., Secondly, the VO units feel "left out,” having .
no separate ready room, no full-time eir intelligence officer, no close-knit
organizetion, Perhaps the procedure of assigning VC units to s ®foster parent®
squedron a couple of months before deployment will integrate their orgenizetions,
particulsrly if they operate the same type aircraft (AD4, ADAN, LDJW, for
instence.) The genersl lack of space mentioned throughout thia report (four
squadrons and four detachments in three reedy rooms, for instence) 1s lergely

s result of expeneion of shipts functions during peacetime when air groupe were
emberkod for only short periods, in smaller numbers, and with less equipment.

4L, Enlisted Persomnel. New jet squadrons needed & nucleus of treined jet
personnel even before the plenes are sssigned; VF-721 suffered throughout the
esrly training period from shortage of trained cnlisted personnel. Aviation
Ordnencemen on carriers are required to perform much heavy 14fting; ability
to do so should be considered in selecting ordnance strikers,

£, Survival. With the assistence of staff and ship survival officers and
squedvon peraschute riggers, the air group survivel efficer mado up escape and
ovasion ¥ite to be parachuted to survivors on land (CVG-101 ltr Pl of 26
Mook 1951 to Buler via chain of commend)s Thore has been ne cccesion to use
“rem; bub in one accidental relesse and several instances of their use for
puradropping smmunition the rigs worked perfectly. One is carried by an AD
in oez2a lsunch,

6. Casualties, The group guffered two casuslties during this pericd:

107G Hureld To WALKER, 4607535/1315, USNR-A, VF-884. (&ircraft hit by

cnony anti~aireraft fire 7 april 1951; ongine froze after loss of oils

iast scen entering top of fugbank vielnity Tanchon, heading seawardj search
rezative; llsted as missing) :

IT tTeod W THOMaE, 329267/1315, USKR-A, VF-884, (Lireraft struek power
1ines, damhung, 18 Lpril 1951, exploded in mid-alr shortly thereafter,
civber from VP-fuzed Bomb armed by wires or from auxiliary fuel iank
expineion, Idsted ae dead,) S
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Maps thet may be used'at night should not have information in red {as some of
the UTM grids have). Maps such as those being used have many inaccuracies and
pilots should be so rarned; leern to nmavigate by using only "permanent® featur
A system of indexing photographs of importent landmarks and meking them avall-
able to briefing officers would aid pilots in orienting thenselves in new and
difficylt terrain, The relief charts are excellent, Information pamphlets,
such es ComiirPac Pilots Information Handbook, in order to be useful to eerric
pilets, should be of -such construction that the pages will tear out and fit on
a standard 5 x 8 kneepad, If a complote sct of chartboard underlays were pro-
vided each ship or squadron, pilots could comstruct their owmn underlays for
arcas end deteil desired by use of India Ink (several colors) and "Kodecel #2"
plaestic sheets,

6. Flight Gear, The present system of issuing corbat and winter clothing is
unsatisfactory in that proper size distribution is impossible. A system of
fitting pilots before departure from the States or Hawaili on an irdividual ise
basis, goar to be collegted and stored by the squadron, would sssure correct
f£it, The immersion suit, while ijs advantages outweigh its disadvantages, cou
bo improved by a better fitting Poot, and better fitting wrist ties which wor
work loose., Burn ointment should be available in each pilotts flight suit or
personsl first aid kit. Pilots on naval gunfire spotting missions could use a
compact lightweight binoccular or telescope to good adventage; even close air
support might benefit by its usc.

7. Maintenance. Jet maintenonce is covéred thoroughly in VF=721 Lonthly Jet
Operating Bulletins (to ComAirPac) Parachutes are difficult to naintain on
board ship; lcaking canopies get them veot (a waterprcof canopy cover has been
used to advantage here), drying rooms are inadequate and slow; squedrons will
need their full allowance at lesst, The constant battle against corrosion
will be aided by spraying engine fronts and cables with pyralkytone before
omberking, Post flight inspection must be thorough as small bullet holes can
cause much internal damege to structural members, F4iU~4's need RB19 plugs,
RB378 and reconditioned plugs hove given unsstisfactory service particularly
on deck takeoffs with heavy leod; reconditioned plugs are good only for about
30 hours, F4U=5N's had numerous cold weather starting problems and sluggish
AEC operation on tokeoffs when using 1120 oil, corrected by use of 1100 in
accordance with recent Buher directive, VAN unit rccommends addition of APR1
RCHM gear on one plane in addition to pregent AFRQ to cover lower frequency
bands, VAN Team was deployed without aircraft; of three aircraft recelived in
the operating arem, two necded engine changes and all were missing MK55 racks
(which the umit fortunctely brought along)e Addition of a complete spare set
of instruments to squadron allowance lists would enable crews to replace defec
ive instruments and shop test thom; erowded deck spot mokes it difficult to dc¢
any test work on the aircraft, Plotting board allowance should be on a one/
pilot basie to allow them to make personal boards for constant use; the demanc
for MK7A ¥nceped plotting boards still cxceods the supply. Spore ports supply
for specially-configured aircraft is still unsatisfactory in many cascs,
AD4N'e, though already rigged for Ml4A racks, have not becn supplicd with the
nocessary kits; their load earrying capacity is accordingly reduced,
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Maps thet may be used'at night should not have information in red {as some of
the UTM grids have). Maps such as those being used have many inaccuracies and
pilots should be so rarned; leern to nmavigate by using only "permanent® featur
A system of indexing photographs of importent landmarks and meking them avall-
able to briefing officers would aid pilots in orienting thenselves in new and
difficylt terrain, The relief charts are excellent, Information pamphlets,
such es ComiirPac Pilots Information Handbook, in order to be useful to eerric
pilets, should be of -such construction that the pages will tear out and fit on
a standard 5 x 8 kneepad, If a complote sct of chartboard underlays were pro-
vided each ship or squadron, pilots could comstruct their owmn underlays for
arcas end deteil desired by use of India Ink (several colors) and "Kodecel #2"
plaestic sheets,

6. Flight Gear, The present system of issuing corbat and winter clothing is
unsatisfactory in that proper size distribution is impossible. A system of
fitting pilots before departure from the States or Hawaili on an irdividual ise
basis, goar to be collegted and stored by the squadron, would sssure correct
f£it, The immersion suit, while ijs advantages outweigh its disadvantages, cou
bo improved by a better fitting Poot, and better fitting wrist ties which wor
work loose., Burn ointment should be available in each pilotts flight suit or
personsl first aid kit. Pilots on naval gunfire spotting missions could use a
compact lightweight binoccular or telescope to good adventage; even close air
support might benefit by its usc.

7. Maintenance. Jet maintenonce is covéred thoroughly in VF=721 Lonthly Jet
Operating Bulletins (to ComAirPac) Parachutes are difficult to naintain on
board ship; lcaking canopies get them veot (a waterprcof canopy cover has been
used to advantage here), drying rooms are inadequate and slow; squedrons will
need their full allowance at lesst, The constant battle against corrosion
will be aided by spraying engine fronts and cables with pyralkytone before
omberking, Post flight inspection must be thorough as small bullet holes can
cause much internal damege to structural members, F4iU~4's need RB19 plugs,
RB378 and reconditioned plugs hove given unsstisfactory service particularly
on deck takeoffs with heavy leod; reconditioned plugs are good only for about
30 hours, F4U=5N's had numerous cold weather starting problems and sluggish
AEC operation on tokeoffs when using 1120 oil, corrected by use of 1100 in
accordance with recent Buher directive, VAN unit rccommends addition of APR1
RCHM gear on one plane in addition to pregent AFRQ to cover lower frequency
bands, VAN Team was deployed without aircraft; of three aircraft recelived in
the operating arem, two necded engine changes and all were missing MK55 racks
(which the umit fortunctely brought along)e Addition of a complete spare set
of instruments to squadron allowance lists would enable crews to replace defec
ive instruments and shop test thom; erowded deck spot mokes it difficult to dc¢
any test work on the aircraft, Plotting board allowance should be on a one/
pilot basie to allow them to make personal boards for constant use; the demanc
for MK7A ¥nceped plotting boards still cxceods the supply. Spore ports supply
for specially-configured aircraft is still unsatisfactory in many cascs,
AD4N'e, though already rigged for Ml4A racks, have not becn supplicd with the
nocessary kits; their load earrying capacity is accordingly reduced,
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8, Stotistics
L£/C Hours Flown
Totel Per A;C

VP=-721 265.1 13
Photo L5 15
VF=-791 712 .8 51
VF=-884 700,.6 54
VFN 137.0 34
Vi-702 802.8 50
LA 115.4 39
VAl 46.9 16
Totel 2825.,1
FU=-1 80,8 _ 80.8

Figssions Flown

——————. p—— SSIRAEITI WSS ST S e——

L/C CAS Toi¥S STRIKE RECCO NGF PHOTC PHESC CAP ASP NON TOL.L

) - - B8 - - 41 g8 - 20 157
VP - - - R Y R - - - 41
VF 96 114 69 2¢ % - - 127 - 52 512
VPN - - - 23 - - - g - 10 41
Vi 77T T8 4R - - - - L 30 39 2

, 7% - - - - . - 38 3 41
VLN = - 3 - - - 10_

Totels 173 192 111 142 26 41 41 147 78 125 1076

Notes: Vi7" cnd VAN pilets flew rdditiongl missicng in V.. eircreft
"Trens" includes reailromd brecker ond secder, bridge brecker
#Strike" missicns were rimed et sres destruction
MReceo! includes night heckler
"on-Combat" includes tow, courier, treining, test, prrede.
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