?0ARRIJR AIR upouP FIV“

*fFféﬁffa der Carrler Alr Group FIVE -
To: = Commanding Offlcer :U.S. S ESSEX (CV-9)

Subj:'  Action Repert of r‘ar':c-ler air Group FIVE (26*Deéembér~1951‘é
: ' l February 1952) ‘ . : o

Ref: (a) Oplav Instructlon 3480.1
* (b) CinCPacFlt Instructicn 3480.1

1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) for -

inclusion in the Action Report of U.S.5. ESSEX (CV-9) and the division

?f)data between calendar months is shewn in compliance with reference’

b). . , « - ‘ : ,
PART I: CO.PO3ITIOL OF CWN FORCES A 1.ISSION

a, The composition af the group follows:

UNIT TYPE PERATIONAL A/P PILOTS
- ' A/C - 12/26 2/1 12/26 - 2/1
'GVG-5 ) None Nene . None . B R 1%
CDR il. U. BEEBE ,
VF-51 . F9F-2 16 13 21 19
CDR E. l.. BEAUCHALP , _ * o ~
VF-172 F2H=-2 14 15 22 21
CDK li, E. BARNETT = o o S
VF-53 FLU-LB - 16~ 1L 20 20
CDR H. J¢ TRUM ITT . . . - o o , IR
VF-51, ©AD=2 L 1 28k 2 5%3%
CDR P. N. GRAY ~ AD=3 5 3 -
o AD-l ok 3
~ - AD-LL. 3 P
' " AD=L0Q 1 Tl : '
VC-3 (Unit *B™) - FLU-5NL . 3 3 5 5
LCDR J. F. DCHERTY / ' - .
VC;ll . - AD-W 2 2 5 5
LT M.-R. MILLER - B Lo S |
VC- 35 e AD-LNL 3 -3 5 5
LCDR F. F BPRTAGNA o S v ) “
VC-61 . FGPe2P 3 2 Lok
- LT s. L JAthS . F2H-2P . 2 I T
R TOTAL TR X 1T ‘l 5

-

* The klr Group Commander flles r:@ularly w1th VF~51 and- VF- 54
*%  TIncludes the Alr Group Opevsflcns Officer.
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again. 89 sorties were flown, 73 rail cuts were accemplished, four ¢
buildings and three railroad bridges destroyed, ’ :

 b. MISSION . =
PR The primary mis§ion‘of‘Air,Grdup:FIVE during the reporting
period remained the support of United Nations ground forces in Korea,
This support was primarily an interdiction program for destruction of

enemy lines of communication. The problem of interdiction has become
-more difficult however,.as a result of the increased accuracy and

intensity of enemy anti-aircraft fire. 'Night Heckler Missions have
proven again that by far the greatest percentage of enemy transpor-

tation was meving during the hours of darkness.

Photographic missions have been .flown daily and netted
excellent results in the identification of camouflaged targets and
damage assessment in addition to special missions. 45\ and ASP mis-
sions provided constant protection against the possibility of enemy
air or submarine action, although no contacts were made.

P+RT II: CHRONOLOGY

15-25 December -~ In vert period at Yokosuka., While in port
personnel were encouraged to utilize the recreational facilities
available in the immediate area and to utilize the rest camp billets.
Approximately,SO%,of enlisted men and cofficers were able to take ad-
veantage of these camps. Five basketball games and two boxing srickers
were Leld during this period. ComFairJap sent a representative to the
USS ESSEX to show a training film and explain the fitting and modi-
fication of the new MK IIT Anti-Exposure Suit. all Parachute’Riggers,
Sauvadron Survival Cfficers and pilcts of Carrier Air Group FIVE .
attended this lecture and training film. ‘

A1l availablefandWUrgently needed survival equipmént for cold
weather operations was procured while in port. This included fifty-

“three-(53) 'K .III inti-Exposure Suits and accessories, ten (10) new . -~

droppable wing rack mounted survival kits, and one hundred sixteen
(116) insulated boots for all Air Group pilets. LT C. C. JON&s and
LT C. C. COFFEY, helicopter pilots, who have done an outstanding job,
were relieved by LT G. J. JCHNSON and TIzkbBY, H. (n), ALC(AP). '
On 26 December Carrier Air Group FIVE, aboard the USS ESSEX, '
departed Yokosuka, Japan at 0600 for it's fourth combat cruise against

~ the North Korean Comrmunists and their Chinese allies.

 26-28 December - Underway to the operating area., Due to rough’
seas, no flights were scheduled. EKeplenishing was accomplished on
the 28th. . T , S ‘ o T T

29 December - Carrier Air Group FIVE -ient back into action

l
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, 30 December - &8 Serties flewn. The {ec\lﬂrs ourned nine trucks
and destroyed sixteen buildings and two heavily leaded excarts. = -
new high in rail cuts was es*aﬁlished when 121 were chalked up fer
the day. Other accempnlishments of the dayv wsrs 12 trucks, 25 build-.
ings, 3-excarts, ten troens, one bridge wnd 1 locometive. destreyed.

31 December - leplenishing dav., o air onerations.

1 January - 99 3Sorties -rere flown. The first day of the ew
year brouzht ancther outstaunding score: szaventy-three rail cuts, 2
! oxcarts idzes and one locorictive destroyed.
trucks, 3 arts, bridz and 1 t destroy

2 January - 100 Sorties were flown. 10 gun positions destroved,
21 trucks, 47 rail cut=, 4 bridges, one highway cverpass, one camou-
flaged tank and cne Je=p. ’

3 dJanuary - 97 Seorties were flovm. ‘Ghe big ncise was the o *
destruction of an armo dump. 57 rail cute, 6 bridges, 5 by-passes,
2 oxcarts, 15 buildings, 4 trucks and one boxcar cdestroyed. o very
serious but unavoidable accident cccurred teday. i 3Banshee landed
and taxied ferward to the svot. ren the engines were shut down,
orne of the 20mm guns fired a high explesive round which hit a Panther
(F9F) and e"wloded injuring 5 men.. Yhis accident was due to an ear
broken off the breacn block lock and a leak in the compressed air
system ef the 20mm gun. Four of the ren vere on the not serious’
list anc one was seriously injured. & shrapnel from the 20mm ore-
jectils severed the spinal cord.
L January - -eplenishing. ‘
5 January - &9 3orties were flown. 5 trucks, 6% rail ecuts, 5
‘brldves 12 red troops, 24 zun pesitions, and 7 buildings were
des royed ' :

6 January - £9 3orties were flowm.. 37 rail cuts, 10 trucks, 5
brlageu, 2 by-vasses, 10 bu1 dings, one gun vosition,. one ell tank
and a suvnly dﬂmo were destroyed. -

nsizn RIC.ELTOw of VF-51 flying a Panther on a rail cut recce
m1551o“ when hit by flak, went into a shallow glide from which he
never recovered, snd crashed into a h#llSlde., -

LT ZEENAR of VF-5L was hit in th canoov of his ZT.’ He recelved
an eye and facial’ 1n3ar1@o from the shattersd glass frem the cznepy, f
but made it back to the force. The nature«of,tko eve injury required.
special treatment and he was transferred to U-S.b’aval’“0001tal ;“,
Yokeosuka, : : - Lo

7 January - Renlenishing. .

£
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& January - 26 Serties. Uesnlte the weather 01031na in-frem °

the north a gecd day was “recorded. 57 rail cuts,. 10 buildings, 2
bridges, 5 by- passes, 2 warskeuses and sundry small targets were:
destroyed.

9 January -~ 89 Serties -ere flevm. O1d man weather made this.
day of operations doubly difficult, aWthugn an ‘excellernt score was
recorded. This included 38 rail cu*s, 26 buildings, 5 brid dges, one
locemotive and seven cars, 4 by-passes, L4 trucks, 15 gun posit 1ons,
120 eneiiy treceps, 2 Jjeeps and 4 oxcarts cdestroyed.

BNS ABELLEY of VF-&5L flyiﬂg an D was seen trailing smoke follew-
ing an attack on a bridge, was advised te » il out, but befare he
could clear the vlane it rolled over and w'nt s+ra17ht in and ex“laied
EN5 KuLLEY was mot sesn te leave the cockpit. :

%y,

10 Januvary - ancther rewmlenishine davy.
, R -

11 January - 56 “erties -i;srz flown. Due to very heavy eather,
some flights were cancelled and others were shortened. In soite of
this, & good score was postei. 18 rail cuts, one by-puss, 3 eoxcarts,
106 eﬂemv troeps killed and an estimate of lOO wounded, :nd 2 build-
1ngs destroved.

B

YT v an)

28 GUOLLLLR of VF-5 flying an =D made a normel take-eff, pulled
“up to the right, flsw for adbout 3 minutes, then made a slow right
turn, lest altitude and sviralled until he hit the water. Twe heli-
cepters and a DD went to the scene irrediately and searched the area
with negative results. The cause e the accident is unexplained and
a board of investircation was .convened, . o
.12 January - &9 )ow+1es. This dav brougnt a heavy tell in enemy.
territory. Thre tally shows 55 rail cuts, 3 lecometives and L bexcars
which exnloded, 7 by-passes, 5 trucks, 1 jeev snd & oxcarts destreyed.
Other ~ajor ddm:ue'inflicted. - : '

XA »L00L whosz erders take him te
ai a #ODEE is ne stranger to CVG~5. ‘Jhile the aAir
mbat asbeard U. o S. VarLEY TORGh in 1950, <aZT ROD & .
ff. to ucll"Dlv, I __.L*J, - S T B

R relieved Cavtain i
CemairPac. Ca
Group was in ¢
Was CbIVA~OL -3t

Captain ROD:
pt
cm

K

13 January - QQ Sorties were flown. 4 troep eccupied- town was. ¢
the special targst of the day. 7. fires were started and 290" bulldlngsgfl
destroyed. A supply dumo was spotted and 2 separate fires were- = .
started, 90 Tall cuts, 3 uridges, 7 by-pas es;~0ne relay statien, =~
‘2 ecxcarts, 2 cks, 2’ reve*ments,'lz bnlldlngs, ard a steckpile ef"

upnlies dest roye4 o o

4
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upen the eneny, .
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14 January - Replenishing.

; 15 January - 83 Sorties. The nermal amount af damage was inflict
during the day. The gun on an ..D exoloded on firing, causing’/sere \
damage to the wing. Hewever a friendly field was reached without
incident, and the pilot was uninjured. 38 rail cuts, & gun positiens,
3 buildings, 1 by-pass, 2 Sridges, 8 enemy treops, 4 excarts, and a
locorotive “rere destroyed during the day's eperations. LT PHUNDERGASY
of VF-54 in an 2D picked up seme flak and began  throwing off smoke,
and imnediately headed for the sea, which he resacheqd safely. He made
a good water landing, inflat-d -his life raft and was pickea up by a
destroyer in less than 5 ninutes after leaving the plane.

16 January - 85 Sorties we flown. The biz prize for the day
was a locomotive and an armunit 1
rients for the day include LO raji cuts, 2 trucks, 3 bridges, 1 build-
ing, 3 oxcarts, all destreyed. 4lse a sub station was left blazing,

17 Janwvary - Due to uncertain w-ather, revlenishing was the
order of the day. ‘ :

18 January ~ 77 Sorties. - concentraticn of attacks on rail-
road track derolished 15090 vds of track between “lensan and kowon., ,
buildings, & rsilread cars badly duraged, 1 destroyed, four bridges,
25 gun amplacements, 2 trucks, 25 enemy troops, and one supoly dump’
were destroyed. 'lso k4 fires were startes in carouflaged supnly viles

19 January - 79 Serties. Due tes heavy weather, missiens were

directed against secendary targets. In svite of the turbulence, snsw,

flurries and low celling, the day was relatively successfull, .. ..
.A turn table was destroyed and round house badly damsged, 53
rail- cuts, 3 gun ervlacesrents, 2 trucks, L buildings, 33 eremy tresps,
and 16 oxcarts were destroyed. . L fires were started in suvply dumps,
and 8 stacks of eil drums‘Were~destroyed. The 1500 yds ef r=il track.
torn up was extended te 4000 yds during the day's eperations.” I:ajer
1icCOLLO.., Air Force pllot with VF—l?Z, while flying an F2H (Banshee)
was nit by ah.in the middle of his run. 4 long tongue of flame sud-,
denly apveared behind his plane and the run ended in an exolosien’as -
his plane crashed into the ground.

/

20 January .- Replenishing.

: 21 January - 99130rties1J‘Ueather;conditions‘agaih necessitated
diverting strikes to secondary targets bHut a heavy toll was inflicted

¢
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lon train destroyed. Other accermplish-*

“He was not seen te leave "the cock-
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three- locomotlves, one snall traln h bex cars, 1 rail bV pass,"
53 rail cuts, 2 buildings, 4 railread brldges 2 trucks, L wageus,
2 warehouses, 1 gun poqltlan L oxcarts, 1 trubk shed and 10 traops
were destroyed. Supplies- and 0il stewage fires were . started and
damage to a transformer station was accamnllshed

22 January 93 dortles.' Conaander P. N. unnY souadren corman-

der of VF-54, was hit by flazk and was. fortunate in roackln” the sea,
where he ditched and was rescusd by a destroyar. LTJdG John ABSOT oF
VF-53, flying an FLU was hit by AA on his fourth bomb run and headed
for the water. The plane was afire and he was advised to- -bail ocut.
He rolled the »nlane aver and parachuted into the water, He was res-

cued by helicopter. LTJG E. V. LaNaY, in attemptine to'drop a raft

te the heliconter aircrewman who out ~BBCT in the sling and remainee
in the water, had the raft foul up en the tail of his Corsair ani he
was forced to make a crash landing on th@ beach, ifter evading enemy
gunfire and being chased inte the water, he was wnicked u»n by heli-
copter receiving orctecticn frem aCCOﬁHanylng planes which strafed
enemy positions. The aircrewman from ROCHESTzd was alse successfully
retrieved, making a total of 3 rescues for the nCCHESTER nellcopter '
pilot. S

The toll in dﬁ"aged and destreved targets was heavy against the
enemy during the day Fifty-one rail cuts, 7 buildings, 3 bridges
and 2 by-passes were destrayed; 16 troops were killed and 4 trucks
and 4 gun positions dﬂstroy@d Yhree camouflaged lecomotives, which
had been snotted by ohote pilets frem the day before, were. badly
damaged. Other major darasze was inflicted upnon train cars, bu1ld1ngs,
and bridges. N

23 January - &4 Sorties. Photo pilots located 7 lecemotives in
a marshalling yard, which were chosen as ths main ebjective of the
day. 21 rall cuts and 1500 yards of track were destroyed. One reléy

_station was fired and aopsared te explode. .3 buildings, 2 supbly
~dunmps, 2 brld?es, 2 trucks and one by-vass /ers destroyed. The blg

prizé fer the. day was 2 locomotives destroyed fnd L danaged 10 rail
cars destroyzd and 19 damaged.

24 January ReoleniShing.

25 Jenuary

ol

26 Januéry 83 aortles. The aJor targets for the day were

‘trains. One locemetive was dQSurcyed and 5 badly damaged.. XL train;

cars were desuroyOd and 54 damaged. 55 rail cuts, were made. ‘2 gun
positions, L trucks, 3 housss, 3 bridges, 1 by- pdss and 9 bulldlngs

%

ﬂllgnt oneratlons were cance? tled, due te rough seas."

were destroyed. In a troop billeting arca, 20 huts were destreyed .

and 40O damaged At a suprvly point, 9 JulldlnFS were- destroeyed. 26
buildings-were badly dﬂmawed nest of xlCh were in a “Cemmie’™ Head-
guarters area. One rolay ohaulop was horipad and left ablaze prn—‘
ducing ruch firew:rks. 4 huge fuel fire was ignited, :

Ce -
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‘ LTJG L. R. CHZ)HIRo of VF-51 flying an B9F was the victim of

a fatal accident.. On his second run on a camouflaged locomotive,
his plane was hit by AA and he headed for Wonsan Bay. His plane

was on fire but he made a perfect let down for ditching near a des-
troyer. Suddenly, his ejection seat 1loft the plane, which was al-
mest on the water. The destrbdyer was at the scene immediately and
despite a thorough ssarch of the area LTJG CHESHIRb was not re-
covered.

27 January - 87 Sorties. In spite of the heavy weather closing
in, a successful day of operations was accomplished.

Lieuten~nt R. L. HUGHES of VC-3 was hit during an early morn-~
ing heckler mission and was forced to land at a friendly field south
of the bombline.

The bad news carried to the enemy during the day included; 51 -
rail cuts, the destruction of ocne locomotive and 29 boxcars, two gun:
positions, 1 transformer, 9 buildings, 4 bridges, 2 by-passes, 2
trucks and 4 cxcarts. A relay station was also badly damaged. -

28 January - Replenishing.

29 January - 77 Serties. 57 rail cuts, 2 locomotives and 8
boxcars were destroyed. Six cars badly damaged. 6 trucks were
destroyed and 4 badly damaged.~ 4 supply piles were destroyed. 17
enemy troops were killed, Two gun emplacements were silenced

30 January - 67 Sorties. Due to the limited number of alrplanes,
two large strikes were ocbeduled in place of trree smaller ones.

~In the first strike CDR P. N. GRAY, Commanding Officer of Fltron o
rIFTY FOUR, flying an AD was hit by flak which damaged his propeller
‘and he was forced to make his third dltchlng in Wonsan Harbor He !
was quickly recovered by the U.S5.S. TWINING, The score for the day
. showed 52 rail cuts, 1 locomotive destrOJed and 1 badly damaged, 3 -

~cars destroyed and 21 badly damaged, 5 buildings destroyed, a mar-
shalling yard rcpair building badly damaged, 2 relay station and
three trucks damaged. Twentj -nine enemy troops were killed.

31 January - 96,Sort1es. This day marked the thirty- seventh .

- day out of vert.. A heavy toll was inflicted upen the enemy during
this day, the last before a rest period in Japan. The damage in- =~
flicted included 74 rail cuts, 16 bulldlngs destroyed., Three bridges.
destroyed and 2 railrcad bridge apuvroaches cratered, 3 trucks des-
troyed; one large barracks destroyed, 4 oxcarts and 2 gun positicns.
destroyed and an estimated 58 enemy troops killed on strafing runs..
This oonnluded a pericd in which intensive destruction was Nrought{-
upen enemy installations ‘transposta\von and communication.systens,

#supplies and troops. ' -

1y
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© PART III. ORDNA NCE

a, 20MM GUNS; IR

The performance of the 20! gun throughout the Air Group has
been excellent. The maintenance procedures as outlined in CP 1910
are being used and have oroven effective., Overating temperatures
have been as low as 300 below zero with ne ill effects upon the
operation of the 201 guns, The cold weather 1ubrlcants have made
a marked increase in the operating efficiency,

Breakage of breech block locks, breech bleck slldes, and
, magazine slide back plate screws has occurred in some 20MM guns
installed en the F9F-2 which have fired 8 to 10 thousand rounds.
However, replacing breech block locks and slides after every 25
thousand rounds and maklng reutine checks after every 6 hundred :
was held stopoages to a minimum., Foeur extra guns were maintained .. ~
in a ready state by both jet squadrons to revlace breken guns in
returning aircraft en short notice. Four additional guns were
nmaintained to permit exchanging of an entire gun asoemblj on the
' flight deck when guns were due for routine cheok. This procedure
permitted work to be done on the zuns on the hangar deok or in a
sheltered armory away from the cold weather. :
One accidental firing of an FR2H-2 20MM gun on the fliehd deck
occurred as a result of a broken breech block locking sear
partially jamming the gun before the locking sear had been engaged
and after a failure of air pressure while taxiing out of she
arresting gear after an arrested landing,

A new type plastic muzzle cover is now being used te eliminate
moisture entering the muzzle, An aporeciable decrease in broken
gun parts has been noted, OStress on short bursts of fire rather
than extended firing has helped decrease gun troubles.

b, BOHBS

Considerabl= trouble has been encountered with the MK 55 bomb
rack during cold weather operatioens, Moisture collects in the
release soleneid and freezes with a resultant inoperative rack 4
and hung bomb. This malfunction was especially prevalent the R
first flight after a nen-operating day and occurred-most frequentlwa
'in racks mounted on the starbe:rd wing where the epenings on the ;
rack were up when the wings werzs folded. This problem has been Lt
solved by rleanlng the release solenoid olunger snd lubricatineg. :
the core of the solenoid with cold weather grease prescribsd in
OML GV18-51 for feed mechanism lubrizatisn and the other moving
parts of the rack with E-51 gun c¢il., It was found.that hung bombs
caused by frozen release soleroids oould be drorned by keeping
the electrical circuit to tha rack closed up to two minutes
thereby generating heat in the solenoid to melt the ice.

. ‘ 4 DAV vy




“but the T-90 fuze has not oerfozmedksatisfactorily.

Y5 /M16-13/ (efe) L
e _° . Serial 06-52. < T
 DECLASSIFIED . eveusry 1050
b. BOMBS (Cont'd) = i R |
VT fuzes have been used on ZOOO'pound'G;P.:bombs'fOr'flak' RIS
suporession missions, The T-91 fuze has given excellent results LE

Sway braces for the MK 55 bomb rack installed on the FOF-2, |
after being modified have given satisfactory service under hesavy
usage of the 250 pound G.P, bomb. The modification consisted of
welding pieces of stock shaped to the curvature of the 250 vound
G.P. bomb to the original sway braces, thereby producing a longer,
more effective sway brace. :

The Aero 14 A bomb and rocket launcher installed on the F2H-2 .
is mederately satisfactory, Ren=ased difficulty was experienced
in rel=asing 500 vound G.P. bombs at high speeds, Iost failures
were at speeds of 375 to 450 knots, No hombs were returned to the
ship but as high as 20% of those carried would release only at
siower speeds. It was found that the bomb could usually be
released in a run if a siight negative "G" force was applied at
the mement of release, It aovears that the releasing so'enoid
might not be strong enough to proparly release 500 pound bombs
at high speeds, "All launchers wers checked for releasing action
cn deck and were found to function nsrmally before and after
each flight. ‘ , ' ‘

oY

¢ RCCKETS

Rocket vigtails still break but to lessen this trouble on the
F2H-2 an added bracket was built and installed on the four out-- R
board launchers with notches to ship the pigtail after the pig~
tail was plugged in, ~ ‘ - ,
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ORD: ANCE 2 |
FOF-2 HRH-2 o FLU-LB & FLU~5NT,
IUNITIOYS DEC JEN TOTAL DEC JAN + TOTAL DEC JAaN TOTATL
2000# GP : :
lOnOv SP : oo : : lAB L
500# P : g a2 2o 106: 106 45 ¢ 226 . 271
2504 GP s 95 : 708 . 893 1 94 . 592: £28 160 1447 1607
lOG% GFP 329 329 S : 79 : 625 78
260# FRAG + 13 134 138. 132 L85 L5
350# DR - : : 7
5% EViR s ‘ i 344 8 8
5% LTAR 256 256 : 8
3 25 SH : ~ : 20
rPtL" # ) v . N . : 7/+Z+ 7
20&@ <MD 6235 :65913¢ 72265 : 105830 1285393 139123:10470:101 0 111600
5007# 24P : : : : : 5
11.75 ROCK : : -5
al=-4 & AD-LNL TOTALS
FULITIONS @ DUT 1 9N T T0TLL DEC s UK . TomiL
2009# GP 152 152 : ' 152 . 152
1000# GP 9% 209 908 92 . G52 . 1051
500 GP .. '8 . 12 - 20 53 352 LO5 .
250 GP i 278 12627 2905 629 . 5L6L s £093
100, GP ;- : 475 75 i 79+ 1ng 1508
260, FRAG. Ce 10 10 e 10 757 . 767
350 o :o23 23 1 30 : 30
5% HTAR : ‘ g 360 )68
57 ITAR : = : : P 26k 264,
3.25 SH H 5 82 . 8 . 5 s 107 112
NAPAL # -2 ?AO 1716 : 19:6': 240 . 2460 <700 .
FL RS MKA: Ly : : L :
<OMIL ARIO0 15965 61960 0/825 2 033300 : 357513 390813 .
5004 SiP  + R 5 5
11.75 ROOK. : 50, 5
& De"ofeo Jounds of Napalm DOJdor
ZC CCLULY O? THZ P53I0D 26 - 31 D ? 1951
AN CAQU I FOR TER E?IOJ L =231 Jaxw 1952
-, .

T
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PART IV, DhNAGE‘
a. DALuﬁzToijrY .
DAMAGED - . D4STROYFD :
DEC : JAN : TOTAL LEC ¢ JAN ¢ TOTAL
TANKS - 7 7 - 2 2
TRUCKS . 9 134 143 12 100 118
AUTOMOBILES : - 7 7 - 3 3
- LOCMCTIVES - 26 26 1 16 17
OXCARTS - 31 31 g £2 73
HIGHYAY BRIDGE - 3 8 - 2# 2 .
HIGHYAY BY~P1833 - L L - 1 1. 0.
HIGHYWAY CULVERTS - - - - 2 . 2
SUPPLY BUNMPS - 28 28 - 12 . 12
WAREHOUSES : - 6 6 - v 5 5
BARRACKS & BUILDINGS 20 244 261, 29 198 - 227
GUN EMFLACEMINTS 3 51 54 - 20 20
LUI'BER- PILES - 1 -1 - - -
BOATS 1 25 26 3 g g
BUNKERS - 2 2 -
RATILROAD TRACK CUTS - Ll Ll 202% 1374 1576
RAILROAD CARS - 181 181 - ag . a8
RAILROLD BRIDGES 3 39 L2 L 32 36
RAILROAD BY-PA3SES 2 20 22 - 32 32
QAILROAD TURNTABLES - 3 3 - 3 3
JRAILROLD TUNNZLS - L - - -
- TROOP3 hILLgJ - - - 10 569 579 ..
77 CRANES - = Tl 1 & R -
OBSERVATION POSTS - 1 1 - 1 1
FACTORIES - - - - 1 1
AMLIO DUMPS : - - - - 1 1
POWER INSTALLA TIONS - 7 7 - 3 3

* These figures include only targets'poSitively idéntified‘and,the
actuzl damaged observed, Unobserved damage or unidentified tar-
- gets are not tabulated. ' : Tl

# Bridges with at'least onevcomplé+e break are counted as déstroyed{tj;

s

Damages where tranks are broken or cratersd are cdunted as rail. -
CU.*SO ; . g REA - : :

NOTE: DECEMBER COLUMN = 26 DEC - 31 DIC.
JANUARY COLUMN ° 1 JAN - 31 JAN

. . —‘ - : :
L & S Py
& . : ; : R : i
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2 February 1952

b, DAMAGE TO OWN ATRCRAFT FOR PLRIOD 28 - 31 DECEMBER 1951

1

RS

DATE TYPE 4/C DAMAGE INFLICTED BY
VF-51
12-29-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 30 ca, A
VF-53
12-30-51 FLU~LB Bullet Holes 50 cal.
12-30~51 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 20MT
12-30-51 FLU~-LB Bullet Holes 50 cal,
12-30-51 FLU-LB Flak Holes Unknown:
VE-54
12-29-51 . AD=L Bullet Holes 50 cal., A
12-30-51 Lp-3 Flak Heles 3M I
12-30-51 CRREN Bullet Holes 50 cal, I
12-30-51 AD-LL Flak Holes 3I7MM T
12-30-51 AD=L Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
VE-51
,DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PazxIOD 1 - 31 uaNU RY 1952
1-1-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12, 7MM A
1-2-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12,7M D
1-2-52 FOF-2 Bullet Hcles Unknown
- 1-3-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes - 20MM
1-5-52 FOF-2 Flak Holes LOIM
1-6-52 FGF-2 Plane crashed to earth. Unknown Auto
\ Exnloded on impact.
1-11-~-52 FOF-2B Burlet Heles g A \
1-13-52 FOF~2B Bullet Holes 30 cal, D
1-15-52 FOF.-2B Bullet Holes oMM A
1-15-52 FQF-~2B Bullet Holes SIS
o 1-19-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12,7MM - D
1-19-52 FOF-ZB Bullet Holes 20MM T
1-22-52 FOF-2B "Bullet Holes 2000 T
1-26-52 FOF -2 Plane crashed w1+h Pllc Unknown -
' Believed orojectile hit s
- main fuel line to engine.
1=27-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12.7MM A
1-27-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 25 cal., A & -
‘ , : Bomb Blast '
1-29-52 For-2 Bullet Holes 12.7MM A
1-29-52 FOF-2 Bullet Hules 12,7VM A

Cr” €T
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DAMAGE TO OWN aIRC?AlT FOR E‘IOD 1 - 31 JANULRY 1952

VF-53 -z
DATE TYFE 1/C Diniqd, ' INFLICTED BY .
1-2-52 FLU-LB Bullet Holes ' 30 cal,
1-2-52 FLU-LB Bullet and Shrapnel Holes 38 & 50 cal., &
' ‘ ‘ Shrapnel !
1-6-52 FLU-LB Bullet Heles . © 30 cal.
1-£-52 FLU=-LB" - Bullet Heles 30 cal,
1-6-52 FLTI-LB Pullet Hples 30 cal,
1-6-52 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 30 cal,
1-2-52 PLU<LR Bullet Holes h : 20 cal,
1-9-52 FLU-LB Bullet Holes . ' 50 cal, -
1-11-52 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 50 nal,
1-12-52 FLU-LB Bullet Hcles 30 cal,
1-21-52 FLU-LB Bullet Holes ¢ 30 cal.
1-22-52 FLU-LB "Pilect bailed cut due to 20MM
fire in coc knit. Plane
crashed, ’ ' P o
1-22-52 FLU~LB - Filot attemcted %2 drop raft to heliconter

crewman in water. Raft caught in tail of
4/C. Plane crashed on beach.,

1-22-52 FLU-LB 4/C exoloded and crashed in wauer.
1-27-52 FLU~S5NL  Flak Holes , 37 ‘
1-2G6-52 FLU-LB ~ Bullet-Holes ' 2ON”
VE-5.
B S 1-5-52 al=l Bullet Holes - 50 cal, A
1-5-52 A7=3 Bullet Holes 30 cal. A
1-5-52 AD-3 Flak Holes ; 37T
1-6-~52 iD=k Bullet Holes . 30 cal, -
1-6-52 AD=4 - Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
1-6-52 AD=2 Bullet Holes _ 20MM A
- 1=-8-52 AD-LL Bullet Holes , 50 ¢cal, A
1-8-52 - AD=2 * Bullet Holes . 50 cal., A
1-8~52 alb=4 . Bullet Holes = ' 50 cal, 4 R S
1-9~-52 a0-3 -Flak Holes S 37 MM T Foa
1-9-52 AD=3 . * - Bullet Holes - o 30 cal. 4 - B 1
1-9-52 o AD-L . Bullet Holes - - o 30 cal, i
1-9-52 - ab=3 Plane burst in flames and crashed
: ' - withipilet, ' S
1-11-52 AD=LL ."Flak Holes 37MM' T
1-11-52 1u~2 EAPlane crashed with ollo+ thre
o ‘ B nn*es ai'ter take-~ off f
1-12-52 Au—4L : Bul toles 30 cal,
1-12-52 ﬁC) ~ Bullet Lo*eb - 50 cal, A
ek

l .:j
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'DAMAGE TO OYN AIRCRAFT FOR PERICD 1. - 31 JANUARY 1052

\

: VF..S,Q .

DATE TYPE A/C DAMAGE - . INFLI””ﬂD BY.
1-13-52 - AD-2 Bullet Holes . 30 cal. s A
1-13-52 alD-2 ullet Holes 20MT
1-12-52 °  AD-LL Bullet Holes 30 zal, A
1-13-52 AD=L Bullet Holes . 20 cal., A
1-15-52 AD-LNL Bullet exnloded in feed <0 M
mechanism starting small ’
- fire, \
1-15-52 L4D=2 Bullet Holes O cal. A
1-15<52 AD=4 Bullet Holes 50 zal, A »
1-15-52 iD=3 4/C hit in engine resulting
' in complete loss of oil, .
Gontrolled landing made in
‘ Wensan, Harber, ‘ Unknown
1-16-52 AD=LT, Bullet Holses ' 30 cal. |
1-16-52 AD-4 Bullet Holes : - 30 cal,
1-16-52 AD=LL - Lents in Starboard wing 30 cal, A
1-16-52 AD-LL _ Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
1-16-52 AD=l , Bullet Holes : 30 cal., A
1-18-52 AD-L - Flak Holes 3711 F
1-21-52 AD=4L - Bullet Holes - 50 cal, A
1-21-52 ' AD-3 Bullet Holes . 50 cal, A
1-21-52 iD-L 5 ‘Bullet Holes o 30 cal, A
1-21-52 AD-L Bullet Heoles 30 cal., A
1-21-52 AD=L - “Shell h1+ englne an d ex- 20 B
S ~ ditched, - :
1-22-~52 AD=3 ' Plane ditched in wa+er Unknown Py
1-223-52 COAD=L Flak Holes . 37T E B
1-26-52 AD=3 " Eullet Eoles 50 cal. A
1-27-52 AD®LT Bullet Holes - 20MDT A
1-27~52 AD-3 - Bullet Hoies 30 cal, A
1-30-52 D~ Plane ditehed in -water

VE-172 co . ;

J
i

F2H-2 -Bullet Holes : ’ 30 cal, » &
FeH-2 Bullet Holes - 30 cal,: . a
FzH ; Flak Holess T . Q&“I-m ‘ CER
FzH-Z Bullet Holes : ROMM E
F2E Bullet Holes - 88MM & 20 ﬂal. A
F2H-2 - FlakK H¢les - - ~ +ONM E
FzH-2 worped aiiz2ron and large

dent, »FP%»foR went off, HVAR
F2H~-2 pUlLeu noles - 12, 7MM

1L . o

i
!

1 I
i

1

b= bt bt b b b
I

OO OOV 1

oo

{

%

1
1

NNV NON

1-12-52
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DAM:GE TC_O¥N SIRCR FT FOR PFRICD 1 - 31 JuNU'RY 1952

¢

. VE-1772

DATE TYPE A/C DAlIAGE : INFLICTELD RY
1-12-52 F2H-2 Bullet Holes 12, 7MM 3
1-15-52 F2H-2 Bullet Holes 30 cal, :
1-19-52 FzH-2 Plare burst into flames and
crashed with pilot. Exploded 3
uvon impact. f Unknown
1-21-52 F2H-2 Buliet Heles c 1R TMM
C1-21-52 F2H-2 Eullet Heles 12, 7:M
1-26-52 - FRH-2 Eullet Holes 12,7001 N
1-27-52 FRH-2 Bullet Holes 12,71 ’
}
N
i
I
/
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At thz end of four (4) periods of opsraulons in the combat
area, the pilot factor of 1.5 for squadrons devloyesd is believed
to be realistic in view of the losses sustained and the average
numbsr of sorties regquired by current overating plans. At this
point, additional lesses would in all probability necessitate
the requiremsnt of reolacement rilets, which would be considersd
undesirable in view ¢f the timz reaquired to integrate naw vnilots
into the teams ef the squadrons, It is strongly reccmmended that
the 1.5 vilot factor rzmain in effoect for all squadrons in
order that sustained operational committments may be met,

The follow1ng is a tresakdcwn of ﬂombat pilet casualtice
suffered by Air Group durirg the veriod 22 August 1951 to
31 January 1952:

NUF BER PILOTS ON=-ROLRD
DEPLOVED 31 JAN Y852 CASU"LTIMD
‘ / . s 3 B . .

CVG-5 Staff 2 2 0
VF-51 Rly 19 i 5
VF-172 27 27 % 5
VF-53 21, 205 3
VF-5], 29 245 3
V-3 6 - 57 0,
Ve-11 5 5 0
ve-35 6 5 1
Y‘\[C"él N ‘x;, PRI \ RO, _ -_};‘: 7 Ll .._-,li< = - Z . _Q :",.,
TOTAL 127 105 22

* Cne (1) of ficer transferred for dlsohgrge.‘ '
* One {1) officer ATAD FAiSRon SEVEN, San Diego,

% Trhrse (3) replacement pilots revort in December 1951,
# ”hange of teams. eff:ctgd with five (5) revorting.
b./ uNLISlDD
No Commvn+s ‘
c. CASUALT ES . o o o f(

The Air Group Slfferﬂd the follewing casualties during this
repor t ing pérlcd - L e

NS Glen Howard RICKELTON , 527838/1315, USNR, VF-51,
nlrcraft hit by art*—alrnrﬁid firs during strafing run,
oraskud and burned hll?\_ in 9*'1rn on 6 January 1952

A

“516




c. CASUALTIES'(uont'd) o - R

LT Harold J, ZENNZER, 413993/1310 UUN VE-SL :
Wounded on- 6 January 1952 when enemy an+1 -aireraft fire
shattered the canopy of hls aircraft, Fragments of metal

and plexiglass penetrated his right eye, Transfarred to.

U.3., Naval Hospital, Yokdsuxa. ' /

S Raymond Gene KELLY, 508187/1315,

BN 57/ JERNRy VF-54,

alrcraft hit by anti-aircrarft fire, plane nosed over in
near wvartical dive, crashed and explceded. Killed in action
on 9 January 1952. '

LTJG Joseph Henry GOLLNER, 521481/1310, USN, VF-54,
Following normal take-off, plans jettiscned one 1009 pound
bomb, ‘then climbed o an estimated 900 fe2t, IMade three
shallow right turns, the last turn steevening into a nose
down spiral, and then crashed., Two helicooters conducted
fruitless ssarches Killed on 11 January 1952, :

a3 jer . Francis Norman IeCOLLCHM, 63264, USAF, VF=172,
iircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire during strafing run,
crash >d- and burned., Killsd in action on 19 January 1952,

LTJIG Leohard Ray CHESHIRE, 496751/1315, U3NR, VF-51,
»Alrcraft hit.by anti-aircraft fire, During ditching process
in Wensan Parbor, ejection ssat actuatad at about 100 to -

200 feet, Search proved frultless‘_-ﬂllled on 26 January 1952,

d, CCHIT-NTS AND Ri’a‘.COLJ\“T\D.TI NS

“The 'strenuous ooeratlons ourrbn*lv conducted impose
tremcndous demands upon flying personne The concept.of
World War II coper ations when Task Wcm:es crulsed contlnually,
seeking-out the enemy and, then, making all-out efforts in
strikes against hlS forces-and installations for neriods of
short duratiocrl does not hold in th“vafban Theatre, TDTue to
the lack of enemy opcositicn of f the coast of Korea, Task
- Force SEVENTY ZEVEN is able-to r:@:main “on+1nuouuly within =
‘*;strlklng range~of Qnemy forces and installat ionsy; thus, the

Navy's air war can be, and is, carrled +o +Vu cnemy 2lmost at o

will and persisth sn+ly.

o

Current ocura+1ug vlans- rbqulr cach carr ipr w1+h vmbarked
Air Group to remain with Task Force 3EVINTY SAVEN for a pariod
of about 30 days, ard with an availacvility D rlod ‘in vort of
10 days. U.h.o. L3SEX (CV-9) d-oﬂr+~a Yokosuka on 26 Decembér
1951 and joined Task Force 3 ViNIY 30VEN on 28 December 1951,
Cn 29 December, air overatious war: ﬂonﬂbn 2d for the: fourth .~

¥
-

10
e

ocperating period. During this vpiriod, the tell-tale effects
of fatlyue began to show its marks afte T 20 days.k The last

e
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‘dy COMFTINTS ! D RCOMT ND..TIONS (Cont‘d)

day of opera atiens ended on 31, January 1952 after .37 days ocut
of port and "combat fatigue” was anparent in varying degrecs
-among a Dﬂrcpn+age of the pilots. o ‘ '

The average number of sorties for the Alr Grouo for ths
pariod 22 Ausust 1951 to 31 Januvary 1952 is 56 sorties vper
pilot, with Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE avaraging €6 sorsies
war Dllvuw

In view of the above, an operation viriod of 21 days, with-
days in port axd 4 days enroute, is belisved to be cotimum,
The negative effect of loenger p:ricds are considered to have
detrimental affects, Loth physical and psycholegical, on the

flying personnel, w1th a hignh Tl”b“bWIlt’ af” many be 1ng L w
grounded, '
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- PART VI. OP=2R.TIOKS
The fourth Combau pafiod for Carrisr Lir Grouvp FIVE in the
operating 2rea ends with the major effort being placed on

interdiction of enemy lines of communication,

Cparating mrocedures of the Air Grouo have not chfneged to
any gr“"t extent but tha metheds of conducting the interdiction
program have been revised since this 4ir Grour first entered

- tha combat area last August. The rail n"“erg nrogr m has been
centinued throughout this period but in 15t zad of cutting track
over a wide area, the concept has bzen to make concentrated
breaks in one sccticn of track for sev=r¢l mizs. It is believad
that by this method the enemy will te unable to maks repairs
readily., The effectivenzss of this vprogram is exemnlified by
the fact that no rail ftraffic nas movad cver the target route,
Kowen to Wonsan,since the vrogram was initiated 18 January,

Key bridges and bv—naﬂsps ware also assiened as orimary
targets on the east-west rall rourtes along with the eastern
railroad, ZEridge tgrgbts are h-avily protected by anti-air-
crart empnlacements, The group has continu=d to use the
coordinated attacks for flzk suonression on these targets with
excellent results, : '

Two FRH-ZP vhoto aircraft were ordared to thi: group during
the operating veriod and were found to be a great improvement
over the FOF-2P because of the typss of cameras installed, The
F2H-2P has cne (1) ¥-38 camera with a 36 inch focal length and

= two [2) K- l/s, one-with a 12 inch focal -vnatb ‘and one with-a

5.1inch focal length, The F9F-2P has twa (2] X-17s with 12 inch

focal length.

Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR installed a K-17 camera with
a 24 inch focal langth in a wing vackage cn ths AD aircraft and

has obtained excellent results for target assessment., This
camera is a gre-t improvement over the K-25 which is most- .
generally used for this type of work, 1 revert of construction
and installation of the K-17 camera vackage 1s being uqulttmd
by sepuirate corresnondence, b
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‘Serial 06-52
2 February 1952
'VFQLGE CTMBAT
HOUR PER PILOT
EC : JAN : TOTA

iVEZRAGE COMBAT
SORTIE P7R PILOT

VF-51

v

-

VF-53

VF-54

[
-

172

v
.

59,6;

62.9:

97.3

2.9:
19.2
11.9:

374 .0z

678.@:738.0:
734,8:797,7:
: 111,7:1098.9:2210.6:

$1038,73126,0:
8.5:101,9:110. 4t

155,3:158,2:

87.6¢ 99,

\J‘(

-

v

-

: 169,2:128.4:

v

LO6L 83438 8

- 3.0: 21,90 24.,9:°

2.9: 34,05 36,9: 2.0: 22.0¢ 24.0:
3.0t 35,00 38,05 1.9: 21.5: 23.4:
5.61 54,91 60,5

3.50 b1.9r L5.h: 1.2:15.8: 17.0:

ln?: 2O.L’r: 22. : '6: (8: 8.&:

109: lglO: 20;9:

1
62 31,0 31.6
L.8: 33,8:. 38,6 1.85 3.2 15.0;
9

2.0r 15.8: 17.8:

3.0t 3L,2: 37,2: l.hr 16.2: 17,67

- 27 _'»

Ls DEC : JiN ; TOTAL:

7
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PART VII. MAINTENANCE ™

a, CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE.

No Comments
. b, JET MAINTENANCE

Although 311 TJ=C1l barometric unit anereid shafts in
FO9F~2s were olosely inspected and c¢iled prior to commencing
operations con 28 Tecember, many instances of aneraid shafst
seizure continued to occur,- After fifteen days cf operating,
all shafts were inspected and four were found to be frozen.
Engines again have been checked, all shafts removed, cleaned,
and coated with 7\"olyoden xm Disulfide Ne, 2, Sufficient time
nas not elavsed since the Molycocat has beeA applied and
accurate information as to its ability to vrevent re-oceurr-
ence of the difficulties is not yet available, Pump surging
as reperted in tre last acticn revort has been virtually
:liminated by careful and punctual cleaning of the fuel nth
filters, However, the lack cf replacement seals and filters
is beginning tec ahoe internal leaks which eventually will
recessitate pump revlacement?

]
PART VIII. MATERIAL

The first ACG items teo be reguisitiocned for P9 '-25 since
commencing comba* operatiens cccurred du uring this perisd, The
lack ef adeq P'SquCPt to the parent-surply agency- abcard has

resulted in depl eting the reserve stocks, causing serious

shertages in many items.. ACG stub requisiticns submitted this

reried are:

Dampér, shimmy R32-HL-A~140956
I LG A ~

”nld, 1=n1+1.n #1 . "R85=CGLA1-3400-1

Moter - R17-1i-3196-50

Amnllfler master compass RB&-4-499

Other 1temo‘for FQF—Zsrthat are considered’critibal'iholudei'

Tip Tanks, Right & Left RE2-GR ~132860
Pumps, fuel - ‘ - RE85-BPD-368005- BU BL
i Seal R&5-BPD-368532 -
Seal R85-BFD~361608
- Filter assembtly RE5-BrI-368559 .
Stabilizer aSoeJDlV R&2-GR-130998
Ring, packing 185—Bb’~?16 S-14

.

S m
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PART VIII. MATERIAL =~ .

For the F2H- 7s, the lack of main landing gear wheels is
beceming critical, At oresent seven (7) wheels are aDDroacblng
the safety limits and, if new wheels are not received in the

Yatal

near future, it is likely that the F2H-2s will become AQG,

'

?ue te the large number of hits by anti- alrcraft fire, and
the tyve of repair necessary to repair the damage, lack . of
the mere common metal extrusions is beﬂoming avparent. Ne
extrusicns common to the FRH-2s are in stouk at present and
it is recommended that a stock of exirusicns be maintained

aboard ship such that more structural revairs zan be accomp-
ctural replacements

lished thereby reau01ng the number of structur
necessary. ,




