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(a) ComCarDiv-3 Conf ltr sor 070 dtd 4 August 1950

T. HNARRATIVE:

1.

2e

3.

Operations egainst North Korean invasion forces were conducted
by &ir Geoup FIVE on 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, and
20 of I as directed by ComCerDiv-3 in compliance with
Cor7$hFlt Secret Operation Order #1350 of [ August 1950,

The Air Group, under the cormand of Commandsr H. P, LANHANM,
commenced this operation with the following number of aircraft
#nd pilota.available,

&s TOF-3 Jets {two squadrons) 28 alreraft, 40 pilrts
%, Fyli.hB Fiphter Bombers (two sguadrons) 22 girsraft, 39 pilo*s
¢, 57l five bormhers {one sguadrom) 15 aireraft, 21 pilots
d. Fill.5NaiD="Y night unit 5§ airerart, 0 pllots
e, 4t 30 AP unit, 3 aircr:ft, L rilote
f. I7.5P phots unit, 2 gireratt, 3 pilois

Duarming this period our carrier (USS VALLEY FORGE) operated in

cormaay with the USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVa47) and Adr Group JLEVEN,
Fiight operatiofis epainst the North Korean invasicn forces comprised
c-ntrolled clase suport work, armed reconnzissance patvols and awesDdd,
and interdiction-strike work on assigned targsts by smatl and medirm
size strike groups,

Dlose support to the front line ground forces was furnished on feur
2avs (5, 6, 9 and 16 of Aigust). To assist the Air Force in target
gpotting and ccatrelling, the Air Group supplied Target Alr Cortrcllers
t> Taegu Air Force Dase for a three day period (5, 6 and 7 of Aupust)s
Theze ¢ontrullers directed both Navy and 4ir Foree airecraft on the
porta-sovth bombline from Chinju to Hamclhang.

Armed Reconnaissanee patrols and interdiction strikes reached targets
cvar practically the entire Koresn peninsula, The majority of the
patrols were on the west side ranging from Chinju in the south,
rorthward past Eunsan, Taejon, Suwon, Seoul, Bariwon, Haeju, and
Pyongysng to as far north as Anju end Sonchon., Eastern arcas eovered
centered nesr Chongjin in the north, around the Haming-Wongan area,
and along the Yonju-Tanyang-Poehrng line,
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4. The daily air plan best suited for this mixed type of combat
operations congisted of four 33 hour pron launches (12-24 sircraft)
each followed 1 3/f hours later by a 90 minute jet launch (8 ai~craft).
The PHILIPPINE SCA paralleled our schedule so that sirike groups3
from the two carriess could be joined vhen necessary.

Routine CAP, ASP, and courier flights were dividad letween the two
sorriers, These non-offensive missions accounted for additional
fiight operatioans on 4, 8, 11 and 18th of Aubust.

The total hours and sorties for the fifteun days of flight operations
in this period of L=zl Asugust were;
| . Sorties over
irean Targe*s

Jet Hours 38l.1 ' Jet Borties 240 Jev 234
Prop Hours 25&9,2 Prop Sorties Th2 Srop 510
Total 292 .. Total 982 Tosal 764

II. ORDNANCE

1. 214,174 rounds of 200M amrmnition Were fired by all squadrons
during the 11 days of action. With very few excentions, eazh
target sortie invelved strafing. The wear from ithis high usage of
the 2OV guns, coupled with insufficient spare parts, is beginning
to be noticed i» more frequent gun failures during flight. The
pew T-1-50 BuOrd allowance list for an 18 plaue squadron allows
4 spare guns, JFor eontinued action, of the type this 4ir Group
has experienced in Xorea, one spare gun for gvery four ingtallied
plus a proportionate incrense of spare parts is deemed necesseTye.

The 20MM gun has proven to be a devastating attack wezpon. Pilois
of World #War TI experience are unanimous in their preference for
the L 2011 installation over the 6 .50 caliber installaticn. It
is recommended that .50 caliber gunned aircraft be sent forward
only in dire emergencys '

2, The Mark 9§, Mod 2 and 3, rocket launchers are unsatisfactory iAn that
they are not strong enough %o withstand all arrested landings with
a hung S"HVAR or 1001b bomb, Either the locking-lutch-shear-pin
shears allowing the projectile to drop to the deck, or the afer
part of the launcher starts pulling away from its base plate due
tc the high moment from the overhanging rocket tail. HUDM's
covering this are being submitted,

A sturdy and reliable combination bomb-rocket pylon is gorely needed.
It should be quickly adapiuble to either choice of ordnance.

Further it should be strong enough to withstand bringing stores

back abeard and also have a manual ag well as electrical, positive
relense for jettisoning hung erdnance.
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11, BaiTLE DAISAGE DECLASS‘F‘ £D

1, Own losses -

1 FLU~5P Forced down by enemy small arms Ad.

1 Fila)B Titched at sea. Damaged by enemy LY. W

1 FYU-)B Crashed in enemy territory. Cause unknown,

1 ¥¢T=3 Missing over enemy territory. GCause unknowh.

2, TForty other aireraft received minor valtle damage, mostly from
light snti-aireras’t fire. Dswesgs on ten of these necessitated
charging a compomsni such as a stabilizer. aileron or Winga

3. Enemy Iosses =

Aireraft 5 - 2
Traing (15 ammo cars) 1 - -
Iocomotives 63 9 24
Box Cars 48 - 145
Tank Cars 23 - s
Rnilroad Yards - - 12
Railroad Carbarns - 1 -
Peilroad Bridpes 1 - 3
Railroad Tunn=ls - - -
Refivery (small) 1l - -
011 Storage Tanks {large) 7 - -
¢l Storage Tanks (small) 4 - -
Eydrp-alectrie Plant - & 1
Dam - - 1
actories - - 15
Cuamiecal Plant - - 1
Wershouses 34 - 2L
Power Stations {Transformer) 2 3 L6
Radio Stetiona - - 3
Hangars - - 1
Barracks T - 3
Buildings (unidentified) 22 - i
Ao Ihvnos L - -
Suroly Lumps - - 5
Fuel Dumps 2 - 3
Highway EBridges 2 - 12
Trucks 165 38 146
Jcens 8 1 7
~ Taaks 14 1 11
#*0ther Vehicles 72 6 L1
Ginboats 1 - 2
Froist ters {small) 1 - -
*#)* scollaneous Small Oraft 10 35 b5
A4 Gun Emplacenent 1 - 3
Field Artillexry Pieces - - 1

Villages with military
inztallations = -
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* Armored cars, reconnaissance cars, buses, autos, halftracks, tractors
ard horse carts, : SR

*# Barges, junks, sampans, fishing boats, power boats, motor launches,
ferry boats and PC boats.

IV, CASUALTIES

1.

V. {a)

1.

2.

30

Own Perscnnel Losses -

a, Captain J. V. BOOKER, USMC, 020617/7302. Missing, Forced
domm {(¥F4U-5%P), uninjured, by small arms firs near Chorwon,

7 August 1950,

b. Ensign A, W. HANTON, USN, h9696/1310, Missing, FLU-4B crashed
and burned near Chenui. Parachute nearby in tree, 10 August
1950,

c. Ensign J. H. NYHUIS, USN, 496613/1310. Missing. Last seen
in strafing attack (¥9F-3) on train north of Kumchon,

12 August 19504
COLMENTS

It is desirable for CV Air Groups to be consolidated in wartime

into three squadrons, VF(Jet), VF(Prop), and V4(Prop) plus the
necessary specislized detachments, Administrative work is reduced,
the confusion regarding the same type aireraft in tvo different
squadrons and two separate squadrons in one ready room is eliminated,
and closer control can be maintained throughoa’s the grotpes.

Three replacement FAU-4B's transferred 2 August 1950 from FASRon 119
Datachment Navy 3923 were received with the following high engine

time =

Mreraft Eours on

BN o Engine
97499 470.6 hrs,
62517 43h.4 hrs.
62974 1505 hrao.

Fngine changes are now being made on two of these with the third
to be changed within a month's time. Receiving such high-time
engines on replacement aireraft places an undue work load on
already overvorked maintenance crews,

There were several instances vhere target assignument, target
jnformation, and the proposed operating schedule would not reach
the squadrons until shortly prior to take off time. Such short
advance rotice does not allow time for squedron CO's to get
together to plan their attack, designate a flight leader if its
to be coordinated, and then properly brief their own pllots.
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Efficiency ond full effectiveness of our aircraft are often lost as a

resilt of such short notice, especially so when a new torget is
involved.

4. There s5till remaina a sorely felt shortage of personnel in the Alr
Group. Three non-fiying ATIO'z are needed for the squadrons and a non-
flyivrg Administrative OFficer is requircd on the Air Group Commander’s
ste’f. With the men, the lack of ordnance, aviation machinist, and
elsetronic rates is still outstanding. The former rate being the tost
in demend,

(b)  EZCAUMIIIDATIONS

l. Increass the ordnance allowznes list for 200D gun squadrons to
allow one gpare gun for every four installed and increase the accompanying

“apere pults pooportionatsiy.

2, Use only 2001 guns in carrier aircraft.

2. Design a sturdy, seliable, and easily converted combination bomb-
rooket pyvlon for use on carrier aircraft.

4, Consolidate the five squadrons of CV Mr Group into thrse by
cemrining theise scuadrons which fly similer type aircraft.

Be Zireraft with high-time engines chould not be transferred to
foranrd area souadrons as replacemsnts. In World Wsr 3T no aireraft
wat sent Torward with greater than 150 hours ergine vimw. Thas is
5Til} ¢n execllont rule.

6, Sousdrons should recsive operation plans with target assignments
erd irfornztion sarly enough before launching to conduct adeguate
pianning and briefing.

7+ Increase sguadron and Alr Group complement to include -

. A ron-flying Air Group administrative officer.

b, Three non-flying .udr Inteliliigence Officers

¢. liire enliated men in rates of ordnance, avietion machinist,
and eleetronics,

H., P. LANHAM




