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Froms Commander Carfier Air Group FIVE -
- Tos Commanding Officer, U.5.5. VALLEY FORGE (CV=45)

gubj: Lotion Report for period 11 Cetover - 31 Qetober 1950
nef: (a) CHO rest ltr Op 3,5 ser 1197934 of 3 Aug 1950

1., The Tollowing action report of Carrior dir Group FIVE for the period from.
11 October to 31 Ocicher 1950, reqiirved by relference {a}), is forwarded for in-
clusion in the report of VALIET FORGT,

T, lission and Composition of Own Ferces. . ' T e e

1, During this period Carrier Air Group TV (USS VaLiDY FORGS) oper-
ated in the Sea of Japan against North Korean tzrzets, our primary
‘mission being to assist as necessary in the amnhibious landing at
jonsan, This opcration was in compliance withs

(a) Com7tnFlt Op Plan 10-50
{b) Com7thFlt Op Order 14~50
(c) ComCarDivONE Op Order 350

2. The Air Groﬁp commenced this phase with the following availability
of pilots and aireraft: '

- &ircraft Pilot
(a) TFSF~3 Jets (two squadrons) 26 37.
(v) F4U«4iB Fighter-Bombers (two squadrons). 23 34
(¢) 4D~/ Dive-Bomiers {one sguadron) 12 22
(a) ¥40-58 and 4D=3N Night Uni 4 5
{c) &D-30 &84 Unit - _ 3 4
(£) F4U-5P Phote Unit : 1 2

II, Owder of Evontes

1. Offsnsive £light operatlons for Air Group FIVE, coordinated with
) those of CVa~1l (USS PEILIFPING cEA), CVG-3 (USS LEYTE), and OVG=2
(USS BOX.:R); nere Ci.‘n(iuﬂted on 12, 13, 15, 163 }.8’ 21, 223 22’4., 25’
27 and 25 of Oetobere Additional flighte were conducted on 11y 14y
17s 19, 20, 23,. 26, 29 of October for routine defensive and utility
operaticns, : :

2, During this poriod only minor assistance Wes reguired of tho carricrs
in the ionsan administrative amzhibious landings Prcliminary soft~
ening attacks wore macce on islands controlling the azproach to
Wonsan Harbor plus a few elosc supnort hops for the ROK troops In
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Tn 14eu of supporting the danding, Rir pporations werc diverted to
armed;reconnaissancc,-small 4ntordiction strikos, coastal naval gunfire ~
spotting, and Job swoepss all in an area norto and northzast of Vonsan.

The total hours and-sortics for this perica of flight operations

weroes -
. Sorties over
Jot hours G Jet 71
Prop hours 040 562 Frop 350
Total 12339 761, Total 421

——

IIT. Ordnance Equtpucnb

1, The 2000F wambs with an instantancoas Rose fusc and a 025 sce, tail
fusc, was Lound to bo the moste effective weapmm for the destruction
of bridgos. TOTCVIT, duc to this carvicr's iimited 2000# bomb stowage
‘eapacity;: This noavier bomb could not bo carried as freguently as
desircd, Corceotive MEABUrcs Arc heing made by the VALIEY FORGE to
alioviate this shortage of heavy bomb stowage racksa .

2, The Merk 65 napalm container 1is inadeQuate in size. The Mark 12 tank,
with its targer capacitys is much more cffcctive, :

3, Use of the wnspliced pigtail on the 5" HVARs considerably reduccd the
qumber of dud sockets brought bock aboard, This single plece wire
Tead hed the addod strength neocssary to provent the pigtail from

parting daviag Yigh spoed bomoing divose

The vavicty of hargobs coumbored necessitotod the woiversal usc of
th 125 nose fusc on the HVAR alimwirg a seloction
to bo, made netoon coatast dotonation or deeper penetretion as offered
by the stupdard bagc -fusa, '

Lo The 2000 guas coptimucd to give about 85% avallability. This rate was
highor foo the FIF.3 o dovrer for the older and morc heavily used .
FAUs. Costrivating dcmeanontal factors vered

(z) Shere life of she 201 fiving pin and driving spring.
(b} Link coubc jaas in one WO, . .
(e} Tacbilicy of ihe spring tensioning coils to immediatcly cut out
| the bonster mohor cperation vhen stoppages occurred in the FOF
outboors guns. A ovemizad in the fecd chutos roesulieda
(3) Froquent Jams from the flurk 7 bolting links.
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IV, Batile Damage H;
1. Own - o
1 AD~/ Ditched after being hit in the oil system by 50 cal, bullets.

3 4Ds  Minor repairable AA demage. .
1 FAU  HMinor repeirable AL damage,

2+ Lnemy -
Probably
Iype , ~* Destroyed. Destroyed Damaged
Locomotives 8 - 5
Railrcad Cars : 21 - 75 y
Railroad Bridges 1 - 4
01l Storage Tanks 1 - ~
Warehouses : 1 - 8
- Buildings (unidentified due to camouflage) = . - 1
Ammo Dumps ' 1 - -
Fuel Duamps 2 - 1
Trucks 180 - L8
- Jeeps 1 - -
Tanks 3 -
¥ Qther Vehicles 40 - L&
Gunboats 1 10 _—
Corvettes 1 - -
*¥* Miscellaneous Small Craft 19 - 56
Gun Emplacements o 4 - 9
Villages (containing military targets) - - 38

Many ettacks were made on hidden enemy trocps as directed by Tactical
Air Control personnel when the Air Group had planes on close support
nisgions, : : :
* Reconnaissance caré, buses, halftracks; autos, tractors, and caris,
#% Junks, fishing boats, motor launches, schaoners, and power boats,.
Ve Bersonnel-

1l Casualties

as 4 plane captain was critically injured by a propeller as he
attempted to remove the rudder batten from his AD.

be THafe were no fatalities,
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2, Performance and Training - . : _:”.; ' S _ -

A

~ training command ol L

There have been two ceses where replacement pilots, direct from the
,llg {ileut sxparience were unable to. quickly
adjust themscives and suwor 1rie fhe comdot organization of the

. squadron, It is rscomcaded thot, before belng sent inte the
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combat area, “eﬁl,\cﬂeuu pilots fh ! have had training in a fleet
squadron and have peen CecCuisy a“;.=: qualified. * “Rounce drill".
and ‘requalifications werc an impogdnq' ilty in the forward areaes

4 course in cneny- eamouflagi ng end-how to detect 1t should be given
plloti golng to the ¥orvear. arcds  There are known instances of armed”
Poconmuissaace eircraft from newly arrived carriers passing over
soveral camoublaged vehicles which were spotted and destroyed lcss
thon an hour later by our morc seascqed pllots,

Pre-combat trhinlng in strafing and bomblng under varylng coﬁdltionS'
should not be negicctods Low lovel and shinllow attacks should be :
included, Targets located in varying tevrain and altitude should bo

© . utilized with the cireraft fluing in a fully loaded condition of.

de

£e

bombs, rockots and fuel,

Although the opcrht:ng schedulc for. this poricd was somewhat lighter
thon proviously there were still oceasions vhere working around the
elock was necessary to keep up the availability of the aging air-
eraf, This giltentica was alleviated somewhnt as squadron mon,

ort zia 1¢j loaned o toe ship to augmono flight deck crews, were re~
turned whon drafts of newr mon v Te rﬂc\lku by uhe sth.

Pilot complewcnt fo“ WusPae deployment should be incrensed to 1,5 -

" per alreraft. In the undcreomplonented Corsair sguadrons there
. were enses of pilots flvlng up to 65 corbat hours in a monv .

The two-plone section reconnalsqance sweon conductc d by the jets

~ Guring this perlod 4id muck bo ineronse the individual pilots - pro=

ficicncy in navigation, communicati ons, lexdership, objective obsorw
vutlon and report*nb. - .

It l& recommended that thu persoanol of tho night flying detachment
bo given a separate borthing spuee rather then being spread oub in
the spaces of scveral day opcroting squedrons. Similarly, the
offionvs should Toom togechcr. : :
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_ VI. Operations, Tactics, Genoral Topics. o

Lo

24

4 201N ammunition loading of only HEI ﬁasffound to be most suceessful
by the night flying detachment, Pilots were not blinded during firing,
Sight oorrect:oas could be mq@e froi the bullet explosions at the target.

Some means of illumination is needed for the RAPCAP aircrafi in order
to identify o surfoce target. Since the AD-3N is not provided with any
lighte it would be of more value on CAP or as a liight Intruder than as

- RAFCAP.

3.
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Night Intruder pilots felt their missiens would be more successful if
they could arrive at the target arsa with 20 minutes of daylight re-
maining on the, evening hops or remain over the target for 30 minutes
after da“light on the dawm filights

Jets were employed for fast road reconnaissance and airfield sweeps in
order to hold down enemy aircraft activity and spot any large troop or
convoy movements. However, the rugged mourtainous terrain precluded
detailed senrching by the FOF, This type work was handled by the prop
aircraft, ' :

Air Group FIVE maintained the only carrier-flom photo plane (F4U-5N
of MAGw12 Detachment) oquipped with an operating Sonne camera. Exten-
sive use was made of this aireraft for obtaining "Stereo" pictures of
future amphibious-landing beaches,

H. P. Lu. IHA.M

C. H. GATES,
By direction




