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From: Commander Carrier Air Group TWO _
Toz Commanding Officer, USS BOXER. (CV-21)

Subj: Actimn Report of Carrier 4ir Group TWO (15 October 1950 -
22 October 1950)

Ref: (a) CNO Restricted ltr OP 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 August 1950

Encl: (1) Organization p.12%
?) Narratsive of Operations ¢.!29
éE) Tabulation of Sorties and Hours Flown R
4) Material Damage piv+5
(a) Enemy ,
(b) Own
(5) Personnel Casudlties, Enemy and Own
1. The following action report of Carrier Air Group TVO for the per-
tod 15«22 October 1950, reguired by reference (a), is forwarded for
inclusion in the réport of USS BOXER (CV-21),

2. Operations against North Korean invasion forces and in support

of United Nations forces sdvancing in North Korea were conducted by
Carrier Air Group TWO on 15, 16, 18, 20, 21 and 22 October as directe
by ComCarDiv ONE (CTF-77) OpOrder 3-50. Operations in general were
hampered by poor weather and paucity of targets,

5, Comment and Recommendations:

(a) Air Operationms,

(1) The requirement that all eir operations commence exactly
at the scheduled time appears to be sn artificislity which tends to -
prolong time into the wind, On mzny occasions the task force would
have been turned into the wind and have enough wind over the deck to
start launching aircraft 2 good five minutes prior to scheduled

- launching time, All hands would then wait until that scheduled time

- before they were allowed to leunch, During the last wap the idea
that time into the wind be kept to a minimum was so closely adherd
to that almost all carriers would prepare for catapulting the first
few planes in the lsunch so that they could start launching even = "
before the wind line wass reached. It is believed that this practive
is well worth keeping and that the ships of the bask force should be
free to commence either launching or landing for & scheduled event
as soon as they consider locsl conditions suitable, :

(2Y The method of breaking up a group and landing it aboord a.

carrier of a task group as laid down in USF 4 wnwieldy, impractica:
.- ond wellwnigh impogsible %o use, After many , to use it,
——follewing all tts—pPw 5 fatt T gt

5y Lt it = DTS "TEYY 1 2 AEC ) TRY
» strongly supported by the Carrier Divii ommenders, i
- urged against its use and have recommended vayious revisidnmm or othepr
methods to replece 1t. To date, no action has been epperent to
replace ity It is believed that with the reappearence of three and
four carrier task groups, the problem will again be come urgent and
that positive steps should be taken to remove from USF 4 this etwibeme
some method, Its mejor defect is that it commits too many single
alrcraft to the epproach circle and gives them no definite place to
g0 _on wave-offs, It also makes mo concession to the fact that with
only two carricrs in the formation there is no congestion using the
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-~ "old fashioned" break-up, and puts both carrier groups in a most disadvantageous
p051t10n. It is a system which lends itself beautifully to illustrative diagrams
in a text book but is impossibly aambemsamevhen used by aircraft flying around
a carrier,

In its nlace could be substituted a very simple break-up, Altitudes
for the various circles are the same. All circles are centered on the median of
the carrier's sector,. The radii of the circles become progressively smaller as
they become lower, They are all tangent to the carrier and no aircraft is to go
“inside the carrier stetion circle except in the approach to a landing., If the
pilots are thoroughly briefed on the inflexible rule that in the upwind leg they
muct give room to the other carriers, there will be no interference, Vhile there
will always be ocoasions when individual pilots violate this rule, that problem
can be beaten by training and air discipline., It can never be beaten by devising
a system which is so complex that fev of the Junlor pilots can cver even under-
stand it.

, 3) The flights scheduled were in general too short for the proper and

+ thorough accomplishment of tho mission assigned, The Corsairs could casily have
flown a four hour flight since they carried one full external tank on all flights. = -
The AD's could have flown a three and one-half hour flight loadcd as they were,, .
As the opcratlon was originally set up, strike flights were required to check in
with a ship in the Wonsan arca prior to proceeding on their assigned mission.
This nccessitated a leg of one hundred to one hundreéd twenty miles practically
duc west., Then upon being rclcascd to continue on mission assigned, the flight
would have to turn North and fly anywhere from sixty to onc hundred miles to get
to his objcctive,  The seme trip was required in roversc on the roturn., This
was changed vhen operations started to cllow the strike flights to proceed
dircct to their target arcas., Even so, the time allowed over the terget was not
sufficicnt, In all cascs there was a hcavy bomb target given as primary target
followed by a road sweep. Covering the road sweep normally took about half an R
hour- just to fly over the routec. Any timc spent in investigating possible targets . |
end atbacking targets found must be added to this time., The launching and
‘rendezvous time was normally fiftcen minutes., The Task Forece was operating
in the neighborhood of once hundred miles from the target arcas, - The run in took
about forty-five minutes, The reoturn in a light condition normally took about
thirty-five ninutes, This left ebout onc hour and twenty-five ninutes in the
target arca., Since this was insufficient time to do the job thoroughly and with
nre 0151on/the only alternative would bc to incrcasc the length of the flights.

(4) It is rcconnended thot the recognition turn for flights rcturming

with radio contact be elimincted., ilhen o flight has been in radio communication

with the force for some timeo and his position has been checked with radar thare
appears to be vory little usc for this nencuver unless the TGCICO needs it for
morc positive identification. If that is tiic casc he con order a nmaneuver at the
time and it would be bettor if it worc not sonme standard move that all oircraft
were to make on that doy. In the éasce of aireraft not in radio connunication
with the forece, the nancuver should be retained but as o visual signel to be

nade as soon as the force is in sight,

(b) Tectics.

: (1) Flights scheduled for road sweeps should bc linited to four alrcraft,
Any nore are too nany to hendle, This type of flight ‘reguired that tho aircraft
be spreed out end radio chatter is a must. Mult] ' £

"', cdgmultip; 811 ; : ttondan
ndod thet'

lowds bo a351nncd dcfinlte targ
(e¢) Lnti=Submarinc Patrol.

(1) The lack of sonobuoys for VA aircraft greatly roduced the
potential offcctivencss of the hunterekiller unit,
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() VA(S) configured aircraft are conslidered necessary
for effective night operations. The range and sensitivity 6f the
LPS-204 radar pick up so many targets thot it is impracticable for
the surface craft to leave their screening stations to Ilnvestigate,
They could only be investigeted by properly equipped aircraft. —_

(3) To increase further the effectivmess of ASW
operations it is recommended that hunter-killer teams train as a unit
prior to deployment to o ship-based air group. .

(4) Since efficiency of the radar operator is greatly r
reduced after two hours of constant operation, flights should be
1imited to thrze hours duration if practicalbe.

(@) Aircraft Ordnance.

(1) This air group has advocated the fifty .caliber installa-
tion of the F4U-4 aireraft as an excellent weapon, In order to
‘¢clarify, the following 1s submitted. The pllots feel that in the
particular e2ction in which they have been using this installation it
is highly satisfactory. Against personnel, light buildings and v .. °
vehicIes it 1s probably superior to the twenty millimeter installa-
tion owing to: the grester saturation, However, as a general :
strafing and anti-aircraft weapon, against lightly armored vehicles,
other aircraft, and ships, the twenty millimeter installation 1s
considered superilor,

(2) It is strongly recommeded that the AD-4 aircraft should
be equipped with four twenty millimeter guns in lieu of the present
two, With those guns, the 4D would equal the F4U as a fighter
aircraft., Its strafing performance would also be greatly improved,

- (e} Communications,

(1) While it was most gratifying to have a separate radio .
channel assigned each ship for use as a launch/land frequency, it is
not believed that such a luxury could be afforded in & real war with - -
several task groups oporsting in close proximity. .It 1s realized thai -~
this practice grew up in the years since the war ended, in an effort. = -
to make cerrier work even safer. T1"‘. is right and proper. - However,
no attempt should be made to changes "ho doctrine governing assign-
ment of radlo frequencies in war to cover this situation., The
lauch/land frequency can be elininated whenever need dictates during
war., . . .

(f) 4ir Intelligence.
(1) Non-flying Air Intelligence officers are needed badly at

the squadron and group level, It 1s noted thet CNO has given each
squadron an allowance to comer this need. : ‘

-8%#8 rd VP and VA eaircraft owhae' Iiar. to that T8)

F6F in the last war, Then it should be possible to have at least
Plane on each strike which could teke photos good mnough for dsmage °
asgsesment end for each unit intelligence purposes, At present the ,
VFP{P) aircraft sre solely for the use of the flag and are used to takc
plctures as ordecred by the Task Force Commender for broader purposes,

(g) Personnel,
The ‘latest allowance lists have taken cere of the mejor

shortages except that of about thirty percent more ordnancemen being
needed in VA squadrons. This need still exists,

- D
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.. to achleve both vertical and oblique photography owing to’ tho in—
,ﬂoperativo condition of the- rotafing mount, .

' the spued of modern photo aircraft, The cycling speeds of presently..
" used cameras dictatc airspceds so low that it is necessary to use.
c"flaps in order to keep.ths cameru sxis level, By decreasing cycling
“. . time, better runs could be mede over- de ngcrous tergets with greater
’ safety for pillots and aircraft, o . _

,“Corsaivs., hsdapters should be made .availsblefor use with the rocketh
"~ lavmohers {Mark 5 Mod 4) oh the. FﬂU~4 80 thqﬁfﬁQo# aﬁﬂ“?2o# bombs can
‘be cﬁrrieﬂ #s an alternute load, T ‘

 people &nd gircraft spotted forward(?unnot be 1gnored and must be
jconsidered an- unacceptable risk._‘ ;o

The aircraft have held up reméfkably well consifiering their advanced.
agse, both literslly ond in design. They are certainly & tribute to B
.bhmnce Vought Aircraft. R _ S ; e

'time by giving more precision in the oovcrﬂgc of ussigned targe¥ area

ﬁinstalled for positive mechanical jettisoning of the rocket launchers
' At the end of the last wer- s dangerous situation existed becbuse "
... unfired and unjettisonable rockets werc being brought back znd lan,ed
~abosrd carriers. Tris situstion still exlsts, While no personnel or,
-material casualties reésulted from this cause. during this cruilse, the

CVG=2/A16 -
Serial: 015 . ...

( ‘ fia‘l‘**n‘iasc.n@pméééias‘ T | -

: (1) ?4Uk 4 It 15 Tenommen@ed thet the RB-19 spark . plug bei,_
designated as the preferred spirk plug for use in the R2800-42W engin

(5 (2) F4U;5P.

1l
(a) Whiln most photography requcstcd was for vertical
coveregc, i1t was necessary to cmploy two photo aircraft on one: flighh

S (b) i view finder would eliminate duplic tion end waafedﬁ

Cc) The equipment now being used has not progressed. with

(3) Ordnance; f.  AR "-;\, - ‘{~'$ “

s

{a) The Mark 8 Mod 9 shoekle has given no trouble on ﬁh@;

(b) In both the F4U-4 and the AD-4 a system shOUld be ,f%,

faect remains thet 1t is potentizlly vury dengerouss 4 fivo.inch
rocket catapulting up the deck eftor rhn oarrested: landing toward thev
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ComCVG-2 ' Commander D. M. TWhite
13 Lircra ft | 1 4DAQ
22 Pilots 3 AD4N
3 ADLA
3 FAU=5N
2 FLU-5P
1 HO3S
VF=6/ Commendor R. W. Rynd

16 FLU*A
23 Pilots

VF=63 Lieutenant Commender T. J. Ball

16 F4U=4,
21 Pilots

V=23 Lieutenont Commander C, E, Russeoll

16 FLU=4
22 Pilots

VF~2/4 Lieutenant Commander E. R. Coffmen

16 F4U=/,
22 Pilots

Vi=65 Commonder R. W, Phillips

18 LD=4
22 Pilots

Note: Figurces xeflect numbers of flycble circroft ond quelified pilots available
at commenéenment of operctions, ’

© ENCLOSURE (1)
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TITEL? IGENCE SULZARY FOR PERIOD 15 OCTOBER THROUGH 22 OCTCBER 1950
LCTION REPORT 15 OCTODER : -

Flight operations commenced at 0800I with the launching of 1 F4U=5P and 1
F4U escort pnlus a strike group of 20 F4AU's end 7 AD's, This group attacked a
bridge at CA7505 another at 5192CV and the Eastern side of Sin-do island with
1000 1b GP bombs, 500 1b GP bombs, 5" HVIR'S and NAPAIM, They also strafed the -
general area, The bridge at CA5303 was severely damaged, while the bridge at
CV51~-90T received many close misses and vas believed damaged. Sin-do Island was
severely hit with HVAR's, NAPALM, and strafings Six gun emplacements and many
entrenchments were hit, 4 bridge west of the Choshin Reservoir was visibly
shattered, about 60% damaged. The flight was recovered at 1120I,

The second flight was launched et 11001 consisting of 1 FAU«5P and escort, :
9 F4U's on a road sweep from Konan to Fusan Reservoir and a strike group of 7 4D!s
and 12 F4U!'s, The road sweep attacked 4 trucks &t CVEl55 and CV7145 plus a supply
dump at CV7243 with HVAR's, NLPALM and 50 Cale Two trucks viere destroyed, the - :
other two dameged, Two railroad cers werc destroyed, 8 damaged, and supplies and
stores left burning. The strike groun destroyed a bridge at CV8290 and damaged a
bridge at CV7975, L locomotive zt CV8089 vwas demaged by HVER's and strafing. The
fllght 7as recovered ﬂt 14151, :

The third flight commenced at 1400 with the launching of 1 FAU=5P and cscorty

a strike grou> consisting of 12 FAU!'s and 8 AD's plus a fighter sueep of 11 F4U!s,

The fighter sweop hit bridges et CV91l=36 and DV12-43 with 500 1b GP bombs HViR!s

end HGPALM, Near misscs on both bridges with holes resulting in highways plus

one large fectory and adjacent building burned out were reported. The strike

group hit bridges ot DV243? DV4547, DVO535 and smaller bridges in the area, Ther

was extensive demage on DV4547 and a direct hit on DV0535 with a 500 1b GP, while
- moderate demage was reported on DV2433 with 1000 1b GP bonbs, Threc small bridges

botween DV2541 and DV2447 rocicved damege, 411 planes were rccovcred atil7151,

No cnemy aireraft verc encountered this dote. .
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KCTION REPORT 186 OCTOBER

Flight oﬁgrations commenced at 08551 with the launching of 1 ADwd
and 1 AD=4N as ASP, 1 F4U-5P and 1 F4U as Photo Hop plus 4 F4U's a
CLP, &t 09301, 8 F4U's were launched es T4RCAP slso e strike group ¢
5 F4U's and 6 aD's. The weather was such that the strike group wag:.
unable to rezch any targets end sll the plenes were recoverzd at -

12301, : ’ : f

At 15301 4 F4U's werc leunched as CaP ond 1 4D-4W with 1 VAN as -
A8P. All aircraft were recoverced at 17451, S o

4t 20501 2 VAN end 1 aD-4Q were launched to be recovered by the
ViLLEY FORGE at 24001, No enemy aircraft wer: encountered this dat

LCTION REFORT 17 OGTOBER

At 17401 dur £ AD-4N's ¢nd 1 LD-4Q were rccovercd from the VAILEY
. FORGE, ‘ , ViLL

LCTION REVORT 18 OCTOBER

Flight operstions commenced et 06301 with the launching of 1 AD~4(.
and 1 AD-4N ss ASP, 8 P4Uls were launched as GAP, The strike group
consisted of 7 F4U's and 8 4D's,  Attacking bridges gnd road terg
" in the YongYong-Dong =nd Chosen reservoir area with 1000 end 500 1
GP'a end HVLR's the strike group dameged e bridge at V5482 and -

struck & bridge ot CV5387 ccusing heavy damege meking it impessable

A bridge ot CV5176 was hit on the Northern spproach with a 500 1b G
The flight wos recovered at 0930I. “ '

The second flight of the dey wes launched ot 0920I, It consiste
of a Photo plone snd escort on  photo'milssion, & AD4N and AD4W ¢
an ASP flight, cn eight plene F4U C. T flight, four F4U on TARCAP plus
a strike group consisting of 8 FiU's rnd 8 &D'as L

The strike group was loaded with 1000, 500 and 100 1lb GP bombs

and HV.R's, & railroad bridge at DV9178 East of Tanchon was hit w

four 1000 1b GP's snd eight 500 1b GP's snd meony domaging misses.

wes heevily domeged. 4 gun emplecoment at DVE843 three miles sout

 of Pyongni, wss hit with five 100 1b GP's and 12 HViR's cousing &
approximately twenty casualties end completely’ destroying the empla

‘ment. & railroed bridge st DV9078 took.p dirget hit from & 500
GP and one sprn wes dropped,  Fiftean awn ‘carts were hi
_EVAR's and strofing, ten cmeghi

3 nahap

GPt's causing 6t lengbh to Be kn “out. 4

_ BA5984 received one direct hit from e 5001b GP ceusimg one span to.

dropped. A% DLO269 a railrosf yard wes hit by 8 HVAR's but damage we
undetermined, another yard at DAS979 was hit by a 500 1b GP and

rallroad intersection tracks torn up, Tracks and undepermined num
of box cars were hit with one 5001b GP 2nd 8 HVAR's et EAgg86, Two

trucks at EAB589 were destroyed by 2 HViR's and strafing. & truck we

'ENCLOSURE (2)



strafod at BEi?541 with meny hits, aAnother truck was strafed at EA26
with mony hits, Four HVLR's were pleced in @ tunnel ot BEA2541, The
tracks were demeged and whitc steam emitted from the tunnel., A hig
way bridge et BEABE86 was hit with one 500 1b GP and sustained three
" *holes from near misses of 1000 1b GF bambs, causing minor damage; &
rdilrosd-yards et Sindongni (EA1453) was hit wéth many HVAR's, demas
a locomotive and thirty rallroad cars, The flight was recovered at

.

The fourth flight consisted of 8 F4U's on CAP end 4 P4Uts en
TARCAPs They were recoversd st 174514 “ = o

- The fifth flight wes launched at 17401 consisting of F4U-5N's on
DADCAP, 2 AD-4N's on NIGHT Intruder missions snd one &D«4N on AEW,
Nothing of importance wss reported snd the flight was recovered at:
20501, S - ! | | RN
- The final night flight wes launched st 2400I consisting of 1 AD
‘en¢ 2 F4U-BNts, Nothing of importunbe wes reported and ell airecraft:
were reécovered at 0310I, No emoemy & rcraft were encountered this dat
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ACTION REPORT 70 OCTOBER | o

. The first launch at 0815I this dete was on ASP and woather flight
by 1 AD=4N and 1 AD-4W, . They reported nothing of importantée and were

- yecovered ot 11541, 1 _ - ' :

' The second launch at 10101 consisted of 1 4D-AN and 1 F4U-5N for .
Itazuke with a passenger. o S , "2 v

The third flight launched at 1115I consisting of one ASP mission -
of 1 AD=-4W end 1 AD plus & C4P hop of 7 F4U's, They were recovered
at 14501, - | | AR SR

. The fourth launch at 14301 was an ASP flight of 1 4AD-4N end 1 LD
end an eight plane CAP, All planes werc recovered at 17451 although
6 planes were sent to the-VLLLEY FORGE because of a barricr crzsh o
the BOXER and ensulng darkness. The plene was = strike but the pilot
wes unharme?, No enemy aircraft were encountered this date, - g

E

_ACTION BEPORT 21 OCTOBER

' The first launch sb 0620T consisted of one 4SP mission with 1 AD-4
‘and L AD=4W plus 4 F¢U's on CiP. This flight plus our plenes thet
landed on the VALLEY FORGE the night before were recovered at 09451,

o  The second launch consisted of 8 F4U's on CAP end 1. AD=4W plus
1 AD-4N on ASP. Nothing of importence was reported 2nd 8ll plenes.
;were recovered at 12301, : S

' The third flight launched consisted of 1 AD=-4W for AEW and;?LF§U§5¥
for DADCAP., It launched at 2050 end was rccovercd at 24001, Nothi
- of importance was reported and no enemy aireraft were encounteret
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 ACTION REFORT 22 OCTOBER

THe first flight lsunched ot 0415I. It consisted of 2 4D-4N's for
DADCAP and 1 AD4W on LEW wissions, Nothing of importance was reporte
~and the flight was re;ovéred’at 06401, ’ 2

The second flight launched at 0630I end consisted of 1 AD-4W ang
AD on 4SF, a CAP of 7 F4U's and a strike group of 12 F4U's and 8 AD!
This flight went on a roed sweep, hitting fishing boats at Songjin
EA1703 with HVAR's and ammo, two boats were sunk and others damaged
A bridge at DVeB-83 was hit by two 500 1b GP =nd one trestle knocke
out, bridge at. DV87-96 recieved one hit ond 4 neor misses from 508.
lb’ GP bombs, At Pyongyang, DV8778, a rallroad bridge wes hit with
HVAR's end one 500 1b bomb, The bridge listed ns demaged., A railrog
' bridge ot EV1392 wes destroyed by four hits and 7 near misscs with
5001b bombs. Ten rsilrosd cers at DVOP78 were strafed with 20MM -
~cennon end demaged, & highway bridge at DV6764 was hit with 23 HVAR®
and heavily damsged. - The planes on this launch were recovered st -
0930I. €ne AD struck the harrier with minor damsge, the pilot was
" not hurt. : ‘ ' ' o o

The third launch at 0930I was for alrceraft being transferred; 2
F4U-5Pts, 7 AD4's, 1 F4U4 to the PHILIPPINE SEA; 2 AD4's, 1 4D4Q and
1 HO3S to the VALLEY FORGE; 1 P4U«SP, 1 F4U4 end AD4's to the LEYTE °
et 1000I recovered 2 VA zand 1 AD4N, ' ‘ L

The BOXER left the formation at sbout 12001 snd set course for -
-Sasebo, Japan, v : ' . o

. Our final launch at 15281 wes on ASP hop of 1 AD4W end 1 ADal
© was recovered at 1735I. No cnomy eireralt wore encountered this:

. ENCLOSURE (2)
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P;BULATION OF SORTIES AND HOURS FLOWN
15 = 22 October 1950,

Sorticss |
OffcnSive -nanooo;otc'o-ontoqaocco 214
Defen‘sj.ve .QQOOOQ‘QQQQQOOlQQDOOpQO ul
TO‘b&l onq-loocqnovottoao-oov:--obo 355

Hours Flowms

FZI-U OOlohottocotoocbiuyi/noco‘oavito. 74?‘
LD 0'0otb-unut-ccoylo.oooao‘ctoo'uo 27801
HOBS avecdovenessasasscrinassinves 20‘
To.bal ..OOU‘OOOQQ'.’Ii""‘l.'.ll.‘ 104-503

v L -

Ammunition Exponded: \ "Bbmbs.’

Gcnerel Purpose AQ..DIOO.OOOOO‘;!I;6/‘2 ‘bons
Frogmentabion esscecsssecsrcasesves ‘2al TONS
Napaln (mf 12 end/or 1000# USF)... 35

5

Réckgtaa )

Five inchHW:R iToo..-c-;.co-o-q-o 1573

Amun:tlon.

20 mm .’UOOOQQOOIC91,0;;’0'.!‘.0'040 6509 r&S.
;50 eﬁl coco-v--doQOC-Otcntocvlo;tt 58995 I‘dS.
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MATERILL DAMLGE,
Damoge to enemys . '
' ‘ : Probagbly -
Targots . Destroy Destzo :
H7 ond RR Bridgoes 6 6 19
Gun Positions 1 6 g 7
Trucks , 2 1 1
Lsymed Vehicle . 1
Locomotivos . ' 1 1.
Fishing Boats -2 '
Horsg Carte - FI A . ' 5
Supply Dump | ' 1 ~
Tunnel ‘ , ‘ < 1
Morshalling Yords v | . ' . 2

Demtge 'bo self :

(1) 1 F4U~4 received damoge fror enery snall orms fire resultlng in engina and *
engine,nount chenge,

(2) 2 F4U~4 received minor damage, one fron rocket blest and one from bomb blast.

(3) 2 F4U=4 operet“onal losses, one from enginc failure during carrior ;ppro&eh,
couse undctermined, and the other from strike danege caused by hord landing
- end subscquent barrier cresh, 4

(1) 1 FAYSIATH onargtlon“l loss fron night lendang and barsier crash, Strike
recomended; ;

(8) 2 LD=4 reccived minor danzgo, rcpairali: on board, coused by barrier oras

ENCLOSURE (4)
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