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A16-13 UNITED STATES FACIFIC FLEET ) o
CCAG-1511b AIR ACIFIC FLEE EACQ
Sor. 619-52 cimnrs aga orooe rvmm DLOLASSIFIED

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

Z2 March 1952

Fremt: Commander Carrier Air Group FIFTEEN
To: Cemmanding Officer, USS aNTIET.i (CV-36)

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIFTEEN for perioed ef
18 February 1552 through 22 March 1952

Ref: (a) OpNav Inst. 343C.L4 of 1 July 1951,
BEncl: (1) Subject Actiocn Report

1, This report is forwarded as enclosure (1) for inclusion in the
action report of the USS aNTIETali (CV-36) as required by reference (a).

2. Information, comments and recommendations are presented under
the headings indicated below:

I Mission and Compositien
IT Chronelogy
ITI @&rdnance
IV Damage
V Personnel Performance and Casualties
VI Comments and Recommendations

Ls Operations
B. Intelligence
C. Maintenance
D, ZXFlectronics
E, Survival
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‘ DECLASSIFIED

ACTION RETORT OF CARRIER ~IR GROUP FIFTESN
for period 18 February — 22 March 1952

PaRT I MISSION 4ND COMPOSTITION

8, Departing Yokosuka 18 February 1952, Carrier .ir Group FIFTETN,
embarked aboard the USS ANTlgﬁkmi(CV@36}, procezded to the area

off the east crast of Korea it roperted to CTF 77. Operating under
CTF 77 ép Ords» 22-5.. {.econd revisln), and in accordance with
the daily Air Plan niomidgated by SomlarDivis ONE NI FIVE, the
mission ef the CGroup vas Lo perform interdiction flights con-
sisting of strikes, =ru( reconnaissance flights and heckler
flights directec prirarily against North Korean Supply routes
including railrea’ track and equipmert, bridges, highways, and
supply areas. LUslensive missions i.acluding C.F and 4SP were
scheduled,

b, Composition of the 4ir Group

(See table on next page)
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o) PART I
Y | be Unit G mmander Type &4/C

‘Operating A/C

Filots Available

2f17/52-3/22/52 2/17/52-3/22/52

Total

Avge Flight

Avg, Flights

Flight Hrs. Hrs.Per Filet Per Filet
b= CAG-15 *Nc.te 1 '
8’,’) CIR R. F. FiRRINGTON 2 2
—d VF 713 : .
ﬁ ICDR.R. L. DOERING FLUL 16 18 27 26 833.00 31.5 1046
- Vi 728 D2
_ ICDR S. T. BITTING LDL 17 17 24 24 959.9 36,9 97
‘ VF 831
CDR 4. J. DENMAN F9F-2 16 15 20 20 603,0 30,0 18.0
VF 837 :
%ﬂ ICDL R. E. ¥WNTON F(_'."G'..,d 1 14 ]9 ]_9 600.6 3]-«6 19-3
:ré:‘; VC-3 Det "7 X FLUL
() LT H. FLEWING FLU5SNL 4 3 5 5 121.7 2hob 8,0
 mowa— |
=5 VC~11 Det "D" *Note 2 ,
& 16rR . H. TOGESS ALLY 3 3 L L 15645 39,0 15.3
VC-35 Det®D# ol 4NL
LT R. C. BiRTLET™, JR. Al4Q A A 6 3 218.0 41.3 15,0
. VC~61 Det D"
‘ LT G. C. YOUNG FSF-2P 2 2 b A 6643 16.5 11,0

¥Note 1 ~ Two (2) pilots assigned to C.iG~15 flew regularly with semaedrons,

uTotal Flight Hrs%, "avg.

Flight Hrs Per Filot" and ".vg. Flights Per Filot" are included with Vi 723,

‘#Note 2 ~ ICDk C. D. CONYERS T.D erders were cancelled :nd he was returned to his parent scuadron immed-

iately prior to the commencement of this period.

CONFIDENTI.L
; SECURITY INFOTZL T™CM

1CD3
unit from the unit aboard the USS V.LLEY FO'GE (cv-L5),

e H. ROGERS was transferred to this

ENCLOSURE (1)




ORIEIAL @ BECLASSIFIED

First Period .Wﬂ3M%8W&lW@7W4VMJWH5Wﬂ
Tatal Flt HrSo 91{'3 o5 983,52 1&8697 ll-Al»Bcl 17A08 17000 2&6 «0 106 NG

4vgs F1t Hrs/Filot 349 33,9
<78« Flt's per pilot 12.1 9.8

-...._,._.,,._.____._~._.._..,......v-...

" %al Flt Hrs, 1094.3  1604,3
g+ F1t Hrs./Filot 43.8 35,9
av8s Flt's per pilet 26.7 11.7

Third Period

Total F1t Hrs, 591.8  611.1
“vg. Flt Hrs/Filot 21.9 23,5
Avgs Flt's/pilot 749 8,0

a-_--—-..--—--—---——-.—.—»—q-

Fourth Feriod

Total Flt Hrs, 833.0 959,9
4vg, Flt Hrs./Filet  31.5 36,9
Avg. Flt's per Filot 10,4 947

arand Total

Total Flt. Hrs, 3442,6 3558,5
avge F1t Hrs./Pilet 132,1 130.2
avg. Flt's per Filet 57,3 39.2

-—---—u—p-—-—-.s-—»——-—-—o—~t-—~

2340 20,3 29,1  34.0 41,0 33,7
13.0 1.9 9.0 10.0 13, 21.4

_.____..._.....,-_...__...___...__m—

P9heT  603.4 135.6 186,3 14,9 1CC.4
29.7 2B.7 2.6 37,2 28,9 25.1
18,0 17.9 7.8 12.4 10.0 16,0

-—-—-—...—.---—--—-‘..—.——-——-—-—-.-——

——u-——~.-.-.~——~——-‘—-—-~-——~

—v-——..-——..——-—--..—-—--—-—.—-—a—

2079.3 2049.9 505.4 599,1 759.8 341.0

1024 100.2 90,8 131.8 131.5 92.3

62.0 61.3 29.8 ZLS.? 14,1;.8 6@.14»
ENCLOSURE (l)
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DECLASSIFIED

P+RT IT CHRONOLOGY

18 FEB 1952 - Departed NOB Yokosuka, Japan, to rerort tc CTF 77.
No air operations due %o inclement weather.

19 FEB 1952 = Inclement weather prevented a full day's air oper-
ations, but as the skies cleared in the afternocsn
twenty-seven (27) refresher scrties were flewn plus
one {1) slotime,

20 FEB 1952 - in early morning schedule of thirty-three (33) scrties
were flown as re:'resher flights. 4s flying secured at

. 1115 the ship joinad the replenishment group and spent
the afternoon talkinz cn storés, supplies, and gasoline.

21 FEB 1952 ~ The first day of combat flying of this peried was very
suecessful as blue skies and excellent weather aided
eighty-five (85) sorties in harassing the enemy supply
routes,

LT Robert DUNN of VC-3 stirted the toll of damage by
destroying two trucks while on a pre~dawn heckler mig-
Slone.

ICDR 2. L. DOERING led the first prop strike of this

new tour with excellent results, Thirty (30) rails were
eut plus damage to flak positiens, CDR R. F. F-RRINGTON's
flight accounted for eighteen (18) railcuts, destroyed
one (1) KR bridgs and surpressed flak pesitions.

The Panther Jets led by LCIR . RY.N and LT VISNYI
ranged far and wide ever eawiern Korea and bombed and
strafed many targets., Rails were cut, buildings des-
troyed, troop personnel killed and oxcarts destroyed,

22 FEB 1952 ~ The celebration of Washingtcn's birthday was neot one

of rest as a total ef eighty-three (83) sorties were
flown, .
Sixty-two (62) rails were cut, four (4) troops killed,
two (2) RR bridges destroyed, and railcams' and trueks
were destwoyed,
The number one devastator was LT Howard FLEMING 0inC
of VC-3 Detachment, who found four (4) trucks seeking

) refuge in a building area whish was believed to be a
fueling deput., After making seven (7) strafing and
five (5) bagubing runs he reported that the areas was
in shambles, TFour (4) trucks destroyed and seven build-
ings severely damaged was the total score.

ENCLOSUTE (1)
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23 FEB 1952 - Perfect weather enabled the group to fly a total of
seventy (70) sorties. Once again the air group accounted
for more than their share of railcuts, boxcars destroyed,
trucks destroyed er damaged and buildings destroyed.

This day marked the third straight day that no CVG-15
aircraft were hit by enemy Ad,

24 FEB 1952 - REFLENISHMENT D.Y

24 FEB 1952 - i total of Fortyenine (49) sorties were flown. Inclement
, weather which arrived ¢ver North Korea around noon today

hampered a full days operations
CDR w. DENMaN, LT SiNDER3, ICDR S. T. BITTING, LCIR F. T..
DON..HOE and LT MCOERS lel prop and jet strikes which
did considerable darage to the enemy supply line, Twenty
(20) bexcars were demaged, seven (7) destroyed, three (3)
boats damaged, thirteen (13) railcuts were included in the
damage done.

26 FEB 1952 ~ Inclement weather again shrouded the flight operations,
The morning was spent in replenishing. Air operations
consisted ef two (2) aD's who flew weather recco and ASP,.
Negative results were given on the weather recco,se
flight quarters were secured at 1530, .

27 FEB 1952 ~ Clear skies enabled the Air Group to fly a tetal of Eighty-
three {83) sorties, .

LTJG J. HIGGINS of Vi 728 was slightly wounded by flying
particles of his cockpit canopy which had been hit by id
fire,
The props and jets led by CDR R. F., FARRINGTON, LT .
DRIESSEN, LT L, HUMPHREY, CDR:DENM.N again ripped rail-
read bridges, rail tracks, and buildings.
The heckler pilots had a field day as numerous trucks
were sighted on all routes, LT H. FLEMING, LT ®. B.RTLETT,
LTJ% J. WHYTE and LT E. DELMiNOUSKI acceunted for six (6)

. trucks destroyed and fifteen (15) damaged.

28 FEB 1952 - 4 total of eighty-twe (82) serties were flown for a normal
day of operations. The highest number of rail cuts during
this fourth cruise was recorded - 103, as the jets and
prop~driven aircraft wrecked havoc on the enemy supply
system,

LT R. DUNN ef VC-3 was slightly wounded en the face as
a result of accurate enemy AA fire,

ENCLOSURE (1)




23 FEB 1952 ~

1 M.R 1952 -
2 MiR 1952 -

DECLASSIFIED

Seventy-seven (77) serties were flown with the usyal
interdiction program carried out against the enemy supply
system, S

Seventy-one (71) rails were cut, ten (10) boats destroyed,
seventeen (17) boxcars destroyed and two (2) damaged,
plus several warghouses and buildings destroyed,

REPIENTSHMENT DiY

A total of eighty (80) soriies ware flown in perfect
flying weather, '

LT George W. JOHNSCN, 36732, USNR of V. 728 became the
third pilot to be killed in enemy actisn., He was shot
down by enemy anti-aircr:f” fire while miking a bombing
run ever the m.rsiei’ing y.rds at Hamhung.

air operations were cancelled afver Js-anching heckler
flight. Four (4) hecklers and four (4) .SP comprised

~ the total ef eight (8) sorties.

4 MiR 1952 -

5 LR 195 -~

LT Howard FLEMING of VC-3 had a field day as he cornered
four (4) enemy trucks and successfully destroyed same.

LT SELLS scored 2 cirect 5003 bomb hit on a highway bridge
and succeeded in dropping one (1) span plus damaging sev-
eral boxcars.

ITJG!'s DELM.NOSKI and DON.HOE went on a fishing trip as
they destroyed five (5) boats and severely damaged eight (8).

Clear weather enabled the group to fly eighty-one (81)
total sorties today, ,

The three heckler pilots, LT R. DUNN VC~3, LT R. B.RTLETT
and LTJG N. DON«HOE VC-35 found many trucks and oxcarts,
Bombs, napalm and 2’ shells found their mark as seven
(7) trucks were destroyed, four (4) oxcarts and animals
damaged, cne (1) building damaged, one (1) rail cubt, and
seven (7) sampans dam ged, ‘
The props led by ICDR S. T. BITTING and CDR R. F. F.RRINGTON
and the jets led by ICDR DENM.N, LCDR RY:N and LCDR KENTON,
LT's CRAPSER, SaNDERS .NL WISNYI accounted totally for
forty~five (45) railcuts, two (2) boxcars destreyed, nine
(9) trucks damaged, six (6) boats destroyed, five (5)
boats damaged, twenty (20) enemy troops killed and twelve
(12) buildings either destroyed or severely damaged,

REPLENISHMENT D.Y

6 MiR 1952 ~ Clear skies and a high availability ef aircraft enabled

the group te fly a total of eighty-six (86) sorties,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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7 LR 1952 -

8 M.R 1952 -

9 .R 1952

10 MR 1952 -

12 MR 1952 -

13 MR 1952 -~

DECLASSIFIED

CDR ... DENM.N; VF 831, received injuries about the
facial area as small arms fire shattered the canopy
and scattered pieces of plexiglass throurhout the
entire cockpit,

4 recerd of ninety-one (91) sorties were flown for this
operating period,

Strikes led by LCIR DOERING, LT '\, DRIESSEN, LT S.NTERS,
ICDl W. RY.N, ICIL I, KENTON accounted for ninety-two
(92) railcuts, eleven bea's destiroyed, twenty-two (22)
dam>geds fourteen (14) tricks destroyed, eleven (11)
damaged; nine (9) buildings destroyed 2nd ten (10)
damaged.

« total of ten (10) sortics were flecwn. Strikes were
cancelled as the target area was covered with low clouds,
CuP and 4SP were the only flights m'de from the ship,

LTJG VILSQN VF 837, today made the 24,000th landing.
LTJG John SHERMULIS, V. 728 was the pilot ts make the
5000th combat missiin from the USS L.NTIET.M (CV-36).
The night hecklers, LT Howard FLEMING, LT MULFHY, LT
Warren SELLS had a field night as seventeen (17) truoks
were destroyed ind thirteen (13) damaged,

RTFLENISHMENT DaY

4 total of ninety-two (92) sorties were flown in perfect
weather, Five (5) aircraft were hit by enemy il fires
Two (2) jets had t: effect emergency landings at K-18.

Blue skies and goed availability enabled the group to
fly eighty-eight (88) tctal sorties., The usual inter—
diction program was carried out with fifty-three (53)
rail cuts, thirteen (13) railcars destroyed, fifteen (15)
damaged, eleven (11) trucks destroyed, three (3) damaged,
and eight (8) oxcarts destroyed,

The props led by CDR ', F. F.TRI'GTON spotted activity

in a marshalling yard and went in to destroy eight (8)
fully leaded boxcars and strafe twelve (12) buildings.
ENS, i, COURTNZY scored a direct 500# bomb hit at one
end of a tunnel rendering it impassable;

LT Chrles NOTH and ENS John HI GINS blasted away at a
tank sighted earlier by the jet pilets. Séveral clese
bonb hits left the tink dead in its tracks.

ENCLOSURE (1)




4 MR 1952 -~

15 MR 1952 -

16 M.R 1952 -

17 M.R 1952 -

® URIGINAL

DECLASSIFIED

REPLENISHMENT D.Y

Bighty~-six (86) sorties plus ene (1) slotime were flewn
teday. Inclement weather closing over the target area
prevented usual excellent results from the pilots; how-
ever, ninety~seven (97) railcuts were cut, twenty-two (22)
sampans damiged, eight (8) enemy troop personnel killed,
nineteen (19) trucks destroyed eor damaged.

Blue skies enabled ninety-“we (92) sorties to be flown
from the carrier. - :
The Skyraiders, Corsairs, and jets again curtailed the
meving of enemy supplies as ninety-four (94) rails were
cut, thirty-eight (%8) % -:cks destroyed or damaged.
LT Charles KLEM, VF 713,ucored » direct hit on ene (1)
railroad by-pass, : :

a flight of jets led by LCDR V.N GORDOY drepped two (2)
spans of a by-pass bridge while LICDR F. T. D°N.LHOE's
flight destroyed seven (7) enemy trucks,

Today the pilots of CVG-15 accounted for fifty-one (51)
rail cuts this morning. ICDR B. M. RICH.RDS, VF 713, and
LTJG ®. EGEL.ND, V.. 728 dropped two (2) spans of a RR
bridge and damaged a third span.

The jets accounted for five (5) railcuts and knocked out
five (5) enemy trucks.

18 M.R 1952 -~ REPLENISHMENT DAY

19 M.R 1952 - Flight operations cancelled due to inclement weather.

Enroute to NOB Yekosuka, Japan for a well~deserved
R & R peried.

20-22 MR 1952 — Enreute NOB Yckosuka, Japan.

INCLOSURE (1)
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SUMM.RY OF SORTIES (BY D.TE & TYFE)
18 February 1952 -~ 19 March 1952

DiTE TOT4LL ~HMED - RECCO RECCO FHOTO
SORTIES ABORTS JET STRIKE HECKLERS STRIKES NGF FHOTO ESCORT C..F AL

2/18 NO .IR OPERLTIONS — Bil VE\THER
2/19 27 REFRESHER

2/20 33 2. REFRESHER .,
/21 85 0 19 I 32 0 4 4 16 ¢
-2/22 83 1 19 5 27 L3 3 16 6
2/23 70 0 10 4 30, 2 1 1 16 ¢
2/2l, REPLENISHMENT DaY

2/25 49 0 15 0 16 0 1 1 12 4
2/26 2 ¢ 0 0 o o0 0 0 0 2
2/27 83 A 25 L 27 4 1 1 15 6
2/28 82 0 2 0 32 2 2 2 16 4
/29 T 0 24, C 33 0 2 2 12 4
3/1 REPLENISHMENT D.Y , .
3/2 80 0 17 5 34 0 1 1 16 6
3/3 8 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 4
3/, 81 2 24 3. 30 0 1 1 16 6
3/5  REPLENISHMENT DaY . A ,
3/6 86 1 23 3 32 0 3 3 16 6
3/7 91 1 24 6 32 0 4 4 15 6
3/8 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 2
3/9 8 0 22 6 32 0 3 3 16 6
3/10 REPLENISHMENT D.Y

3/n 9 0 2 3 34 2 3 3 16 6
3/12 88 0 2 4 32 0 3 3 16 6
3/13 90 1. 03 3 34 2 3 3 16
3/1, REPLENISHMENT DiY

3/15 86 0 25 0 31 2 2 S
3/16 92 <) 24 5 35 0 3 3 16 ¢
3/17 9% 27 3 33 2 3 3 17 ¢
3/18 REPLENISHMENT D..Y -
3/19  FLIGHT OPER.TIONS C.iNCELLED DUE TO INCLEMENT ‘EATHER ,
TOT.AL 1516 12 393 62 556 20 L3 45 287 12(

The above total does not include refresher flights flown on 19 February and
20 Pebruary 1952,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(By Type and Action Period)

TOTAL ARMFD RECCO  FPROP ‘ PHOTO

SORTIZS ABORTS JET STRIKE HECKL'RS STRIKES NGF PHOTO ESC. CAP ASP_
ot Period 1484 29 288 72 572 50 70 69 198 101
2nd Period 1651 24, 119 70 62, kL 64 68 258 101
Jrd Period 1077 8 263 31 382 16 41 L2 176 66
.h Period 1516 12 393 62 55% 20 43 45 287 110
Grand Total 5728 73 1363 235 2134, 130 28 22, 919 378

ENCLOSURE (1)
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IITI ORDN.NCE

ORDN..NCZ EXFENDITURES

) ADLQ
TYPE 4/C  TFLUL ADh F9F-2 F9F-2 TFLUSNL  .DLNL  TOT.L
SQU.DRON  VF713 Va7e8 VFE37 VF83l VC-3 VG35

TYFE_ORDN.NCE
2000# GP | 21 2 23
'1060# GP 220 783 7 41 1051
son# GP 54 19 88 72 26 17 2%
260# Frags - 16 32 20 85 149 2;33
250# GP 2258 20 300 52 178 3028
100# GP 2231 200, 54 89 2578
NAP.I 2 6 36 Ly
AS.R-3" 12 ' 108 120
HV..R—51" 136 136
220# Frags / .34 | 34
20 MM 51,900 68,435 &4,635 11,585 10,780 209,535
+50 Cale 347,300 5,795 353,695
350# Depth Charge | 2 2
Banbs | )

Tetal 476,100 1,423,560 112,320 116,200 67,980 14,600 2,334,16¢
Its,

Bembsbw -
Tetal 235.95 <78 56,15 58,10 33,99 72,00 1167.08
Tens .

DECLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (1)
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TOT..L. BOMBS IN LBS .ND TONS EXPENDED

SQU.DRON  VF 713 Vi 728  VF83L/VF 837 VC=3  V0-35 TOTAL
TYPE .,/C  FLU-4 4D-l FOF-2 FLUSNL ADLNL

ADLQ
Lth Period
18 FEB 52 to
19 M.R 1952
IBS 47€,100 1,423,560 228,520 67,780 144,000 2,334,160
TONS 235,05 711,78 114.25 33,99 72,60 1167.08
3rd Perlod
16 J.N 52
to 9 FEB 52
LBS 377,200 958,250 163,422 33,550 79,860 1,632,110
TONS 188,61 479,12 91,72 16.77 39,8,  816.06
2nd Period
26 NOV 51
te 31 DEC 51
LES 562,150 1,554,530 397,677 95,932 654,609 32643898
TONS 281,10 777.36 198,90 18,00 327.36 1,632, 66
lst Period
15 oCT 51
to 14 NOV 51
LBS 382,700 1,414,040 125,200 88,520 70,980  2,081,4.8
TONS 191,35 707.02 62,60  Lhe26° 35,53  1,040.76
GR..ND )
TOTAL
LBS 1,792,050 5,35@,380 934,827 285,982 949,269 9,312,608
TCONS 896.11  2,675428 467,18 143.02 474,64 4656,53

—--.—-—-—-—-—.-—..-..-—~———~—-—.——o-————-——-——q——n—
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FOF TYPE aIRCRAFT

a. 2QLf GUNS - During this peried 12,000 rounds of 20MM ammunition were
fired, A total of 184 stoppages were encountered
mostly due to worn parts. @ver €58 rounds per step~
page was the average for the pericd.

b. BOMB RACKS~ No trouble was encountered with the Mark 51 bemb

- racks. There were several duds which were mostly
due to arming wires beirg pulled out of the Mark 55
bomb racks when the plares were catapulted. The
same trouble was enccuitered with the Mark 9 reacket
launcher due to the shesaring of the screws around
the bottom fairing thus causing the track to beceme
distreted, :

FLU AIRCRAFT

a, 50 Caliber Guns ~ .

Two gun explosions were experienced this tour, One
was caused by a runeway gun (stbd. wing center) whose
sear had broken and continued to fire approximately

. eight (8) seconds until it expleded. Extensive
damage te the wing resulted peeling the metal in a
triangular strip from the leading edge to the flap
on the bettem, The other explesion took place in
the inboard and cutboard blast tubes on the pert
wing. It was a new wing and the blast tubes were
therefere spotless before the flight. A large num-
ber of minute shrapnel holes were found around the.
blast tubes and the cause may be laid to the explos~-
ion of incindiaries rather than gun trouble. COther
than these two cases only reutine maintenance was
encountered,

b. Bombs -~ Ne treuble with the Aero 14A bomb racks was encountered
and no bembs were returned en the wing stations,
All planes are equipped with the San Diego version of -
the Aere 14A installation, Therefere wing stations
were limited to 100 1b, bembs, By actual test, lead~
ing ef 256 lb, bombs was unsatisfactory due te tear— |
ing of the rack mounting in the wing folded cenditien.
The same plane brought back its 10C0 1lb. bomb two
days in a row for the same reason. The rocket pig-
tail tie-in came locse and wrapped itself around the
release mechinism rendering it unusable either manually

ENCLOSURE (1)
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or electrinally, Duds ran arcund 3.5% and in almost
all instances the arming wires were returned with -
the plane and faulty fuzes were seemingly to blame,

FLU-SNL AIRCRAFT

Jne discrepancy was noted in the MK 55 bomb rack, In several instances
the bomb did not release over the target; however it did release dur-
ing the arrested landing.

The trouble was always traced to the relz1se soleneid which through
fatigue was too weak to trip the release mechinism. RUDACE reports
have been submitted,

No other discrepencies were w1tncssea thit were uncommon te the
equipment used,

aD AIRCRAFT

a. 20MM Guns—Ruring this operating pedod enly 34 instances eccured
where the gun jammed or did not fire. In the majority of cases
worn parts were responsible,

b. Bombs - No anpreciable trouole was encountered with the bomb
racks.,

ADLNT, ATRCRAFT

During the fourth tour on the line, there has been only onc discre~
pancy worth noting, The arming sclenoids in the MK51 bemb racks have
" been burning out with no apparent reason except constant use., The
solenoids were changed as soon as the discrepancies were reported.

A RUD.OE is being submitted.
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FART IV DaMaGE

Ae OWN Dall.GBE

1. Damage te Aireraft Due Te Enemy Action.

DATE, SQC TYFE BU.NO. C.USE FOSITION OF D.M.GE
2/22 7. 728 AD-2 122329 Bumb Blast Stbd. Flap
2/25 V. 728 AD=4 123949 Small irms . Stbd. Stub “ing
2/27 Vi 728 AD=1 123951 Bamb Blast Windshield
2/27 VA 728 AD-2 122304 Sia21l Arms  Port Wing Stub
2/27  VF 713 FLU-L 81572 37k iccessery Cowling
2/27 Vi 728 AD~l, 123949 Szall drms Frepeller Blade
2/28  VF 831 F9F-2 127153 25 Cal. Torn skin Port Side
2/28  TC-3D FhU-:h 81891 " 50 Cal, Fntered Stbd, Side
Cockpit canepy left
. port side,
2/29  VF 837 F9F-2 127148 UNKNO'N Post tip tark
2/29 V. 728 AD-2 122211 Small Arms Fort wing butt
2/%  VF 837 F9F-2 127155 20MM Belly at sta. 238.
3/2 VF 831 FOF-2 127088 25 Cal, Left stabilizer
3/2 VF 831 F9F-2 127i5h 20MM Stbd. wing stub, i
3/3 VC-3D FLUSNL 124549 Schrapnel  Port wing.
, 30 Gal, Belly tank
3/ L VA 728 - AD-L 123949 UNKNC'N Wrap cowling sene com=—
pletely
3/4 VA 728 AD-2 1223t 201 Stbd. wing.
3/l 7a 728 AD-2 122321 Sra1l irms Stbd.. stub wing
3L Va 728 AD~2 - 122333 4O MM Vertical Stabilizer

34 VFE37  F9P2 125095  Smll Arms FPort Wing

@ ol @ "P;/ﬂ ENCL"SURE (1)




vAy N DX

«GE (CON'L)

URIGINAL

DECLASSIEIE

DuTE 5QD TLB . BU, NO. _ CaUSE POSITION OF DaM..GE

3/L VF 831 F9F-2 123668 UNKNO#N Pért wing

3/4 VF 831 F9F-2 127149 3T Upper fin and rudder

3/4 TF 837 FIF-2 125097 Small Arms Port tip tank

3/6 VF 821 F9F-2 127088 - 25 Cal, Stbd. side ef canopy

3/6 VF 831 FGF-2 1234699 25 Cal, Fuselage

3/6 VF 837 F9P-2 125897 50 Cal. Nose wheel door, step-
ped in 4RC-1

3/7 - VF 837 F9F~2 127152 Eamb Blast Stbd. tail pipe and
stbd. landing flap

3/9 VC~3D FLUSNL - 124519 Feagments  StbLd. wing

3/9 VF 837 F9F-2 127196 Bomb Blast Stbd. elevater

3/9 VF 713 FLU=, 81433 20 Cal, Stbd, ailerenj portflap

3/ VF 73 FLU-L 97256 30 Cal, Fort side fuselage

3/11 Vi 728 AD=2 122333 Small Armms Port aileren

3/1 VF 831 FoF-2 l27lhé 25 Cal, Stbd.rdroop snoot sta, G0

3/11  VF 831 F9F--2 123653 25 Gal, Part wing

3/11  VF 837 F9F-2 127159 Small irms Vertical stabilizer and
rudder

3/11 VF 837 F9F-2 127193 37 Belly sta. 1lh4 and main
fuel cell '

3/12  VCc-3D FLUSNL 124549 30 Cal. Pert wheel well door.

3/12  Va 728 A 2123951 Bamb Blast Stbd. wing

3/12 VA 728 aD-2 122326 201 Bottom dive flap

3/12  VF 831 FOF-2 127148 25 Cal, Fuselage bottem sta, 322

3/12  VF 837 F9F-2 127147 Small Armms Stbd. wing and port
inboard.flap.

v ENCLOSURE (1)
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A. OYN DAM.GE (CON!'D)

D.TE SQD TYPE BU. NO. __ C.USE POSITION OF DaM_GE

3/12  VF 837 F9F-2 127152 50 Cal, Stbd. wing root air
intake duct,

3/13  Va 728 aD-3 122755 Small irms Port wing, port elevator

3/13 Va 728 AD-2 122324 Bomb Blast Fort wing.

3/15 VF 837 F9F-2 125200 Sm+1l arrs Nose section

3/15 V. 728 aD-3 122815 Smzll Arms Stbd. ailerun

3/15 Vi 728 AD=2 122304 Brb Blast Bottem dive brake

3/15  Va 728 D2 122326 Small Arms Stbd. flap

3/15 Vi 728 aD-2 122310 200N Fort wing; after spar;
aileron

3/15 VA 728 aD-3 122729 Small Arms Ignotion harness and
damaged cylinders 5 & 6.

3/16 Vi 728 AD=2 12232 Bomb Blast Port wing

. . i aiien el :

3/16 V¥ 331”7 F9T-2 123634 Gorb Blast lose, Cagine Tniecs

3/17 V4 728 A2 122333 $mall Arms Stbde ling

3/17 vF 831 ) ) 127142 RPN Loz, vicinie: 204

cun peas
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D.TE S T TyiE BU._NO, CuUSE

2/23/52 VC-61 Det. D F9F—2F 123508 R. main gear and nose
ge: r collapsed upcn
landing . MNajer damage
te 1, wing structive

and center section,

3/4/52 VA 7€ aD~4 123966 Center station bomb
fell off upsn takeoff
damaging under side cf

fuselage,

3/11/52 VF 827 F9F~2 227193 A4 hit in main fuel cell,
Pilot made emergency
wheels up landing at
Temporary Field in South
Kerea, Major damage,

3. AIRCR.FT 1057

3/2/52 Va 728 AD=3 122771 iircraft hit by Aa
¢rashed in enemy ter-
yitery - Strike,

” ENCLOSURT (1)
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B. D.M.GE INFLECTED ENEMY

FOURTH OPERATING .FERICD .IL OPER.TING FERICDS
21 FEB — 22 M.RCH 1952 , | GR.ND TOT..L
ToGE S DESTROTED Dol GED DESTROYED
T..NKS 2 1 9 7
LOCCHOTI VES 10 2 26 | 20
TRUCKS 8o 136 3 275
OXC..RTS | 28 123 91 377
BO.TS 275 7% 320 . Wl
TROOFS KILLED 194, 802
RR TR.CKS CUT 1227 | 3413
RR BRILIGES 9 20 40 62
RR C RS 25 m 5 330
OKEN KILLED 29 177
HIV.Y BRIDGE L 3 21 . 5
GUN FOSITIONS 15 11 53 5y
BUILDINGS 78 81 276 165
WAREHOUSES 9 1 80 T
HIWAY BYPASS 1 10 2
ROUNDHOUSE 1
S MF..NS 26 35 A6 35
HORSES KILLED L 4
TUNNELS 2 2
BULLDOZER 1 | | 1 1
‘RO.D GR.DER ' 1 2
-,i¢— ENCLOSURE (1)
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B. DuM.GE INLECTED ENEMY (CON'D) r,r

FOURTH OPER..TING FERICD

A A
:M_s_‘»‘j LI S ‘15

Sa\?\ﬂ)

LI, OFERGTING FERIODS

21 FEB - 22 M.RCH 1952 GR..ND TOT.L

T.RGET DM, GED DESTROYEL DM .GED DESTLOYED
VILLAGE 1 8 2
RMORED C..R 1 1
RR BY=P.SS 2 é 10 1
M.CHINERY LIFT 1 1
CiRS 3

SUPFLY DUMPS 16 20
~MMO DUMPS 2 2
FACTORIES 5 7
LUMBER FILES 12

BUNKERS 10 é 1L
FUEL DUMFS 1
HIGHW.Y 1 L

COBSERV..TION FOST 1 3 1
~IRFIELDS 2 3

HiNG..RS 2 3

TELEFHONE EXCH.NGE 1
BO..T HOUSE 1 1 1
REF..IR SHOPS 4L

REL.Y STATIONS 1

R.DaR ST .TION 1

ENCLOSUTRE (1)
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1.

20

3.

he

54

During this list eperating period in the line, personnel per-
formance was excellent, and morale was cutstanding. The pilots
exhibited the highest degree of flying proficiency, as evidinced
by the fact that there wis 23 minimum of barrier accidents and no
major flight deck accidents, as well as keen competition for
flights. The ordnance, mairtanence, and aircraft crews continued
their past outstanding performances-

During this operating period, ene day attack pilot was lost te
enemy action,

During this operating period, thirty-nine (39) different pilots
were grounded, :nd three (3) were hospitalized for short periods

of time, primarily fer upper resplratory diseases, This was a
result of a near epidemic of "flu" during the first two weeks of
this peried. Three (3) pilots were grounded on mere than cne
occasion. Seven (7) combat aircrewmen were also grounded, and two
(2) on more than cne eccasien. One jet pilot was transferred to the
U. S. Naval Hospital, Yokssuka, Japan prior to departing for this
operating period because of 2 foot difficulty and, as yet, has net
returned te this cemmand.

Since leaving Japan for this operating period, the Air Group has

had only ene (1) case of venereal disease (genecoccal urethritis)e

The total number of venereal disease cases fer the air group is twenty
six (26) dating from the first liberty in Japan in October, 1951,

This is a very creditable record in comparisen with previous statlisii
and the VD rate of other units.

Summary of pilets lest frcm the air group frem 15 October 1951 teo
18 March 1952 which includes the entire combat period.

Deaths = - L
Psycholegical .. : = 3
Injury -1
Illness -2
Dispositien Board - 1

:

Total

ENCLOSURE (1)
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1. ENS J. T. HIGGINS, 506588/1310, USN
On 27 February 1952, ENS HIGGINS sustaincd multiple minor facial
lacerations when the cockpit canopy ef his .D-2 aircraft w.s hit
by flak while flying on 2 routine strike mission. ENS HIGGINS
returned to flying status on 29 ‘February 1952,

2. LT R. S. DUNN, 301185/1315, USNR
On 28 February 1952, LT LUNN sustained a minor facial laceration
when the cockpit canepy of his FLU~L aircraft was hit by flak
while flying on a routine strike mission. LT DUNN returned to
flying status en 1 March 1952,

3. LT G. V. JOHNSON, 363352/1315, USNT
On 2 March 1952, LT JOHNSON's .D-3 aircraft received a direct
anti-aircraft fire hit in the after fuseiage as he was in a pull~
out from a dive bombing run. The aircrafi crashed within-the city
area of Hamhung and other aircraft of his flight reported complete
destruction ef LT JOHNSON's aircraft and no visible signs of life
or chance of surviwal,

L. CDR ... J, DENM.N, 36003/1315 USHL
én 6 March 1952, CDii DENM.Nis F9F-2 aireraft canopy was hit by small
arms fire and he sustained multiple small l:cerations of the face,
CDR DENM.N returned to flying status on 8 March 1952.

5. ENS L. L. (UIEL, 540032/1325, USNR
On 11 March 1952, ENS GUIEL's F9F-2 aircraft received a direct anti-
aireraft fire hit in the main fuel cell, and crash landed at the
99th Field drtillery L.nding Strip, ENS QUIEL was uninjured and he
returned to the ship on 12 March 1952 fram K-18 in ancther F9F air—
craft,

6+ Casualty Summary for the air group from 15 October 1951 to 18 March 5!

as Combat Casualties:
Injuried (not

Deag% Wounded Hespitalized hospitalized) Bailouts Ditched
I I

Pilets 3 7 3 L 2 6

_ b. Operational Casualties:

Pilots 1 -0 3 7 0] 4
Crewmen O 0 0 1 0 4
Flight 4 0 3 11 6 0
Deck

Personnel

c. Total Casualtiess

2 14
ENCIOSURE (1)
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Uperations during this period reached a peak of efficiency,
Operational losses were kept to a minimum °nd maximum effort was
directed -gainst ‘he enemy, 1509 sorties were scheduled during this
period. 1516 sorties were flown indicating the cutstanding mainten-
ance effeort th:t was produced, ... daunge remains hirh but operational
dam:ge was reduced to a minimum,

Enemy a. defense was the major operations problem during this period,
Major buildups ef Aii defense were noted 't strategic bridges and at
sectors of rail tracks which had besen heavily worked over., The num—
ber of areas requiring coordinited flak suppression feor strikes
increased considerably.

This group had been able to ‘rflict maximum damige by making an indiw-
idual run for each bomb dropped. This technique works exceedingly
well in lightly defended arens., Vulnerability consideraticns make

it necessary to reduce runs to a minimum in heavily defended areas
with a reductien in accuracy. During this period single runs were
required at many bridge targets,

Since the commissioning of this air group in »pril 1951 safety has
been continuously emrhasized. During the combat employment of the
group a total of four pilots fatalities occurred. Since commission-—
ing, a totil of six pilots féalltimsccurred. This low casualty rate
may be attributed in a large part to the high percentage of mature,
experienced reserve pilot personnel, Even tho safety has been
stressed, agressiveness over the target did not suffer and the
damage inflicted upon the ensmy has been most gratifying,

Night heckler movements ever the target area require better coordi~

nation., Hecklers from this ship frequently encountered stler friencs
hecklers with no pricr informetion that they would be in the area,
One friendly aircraft was almest strafed because of this. '

TNCLOSURE (1)
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INTELLIGENCE

1.

2e

3.

ke

Flak infermation and presentation ¢f same to the pilots has greatly
improved,

4 1:50,080 chart ef e:ch ril area was used in briefineg for explain—
ing the 4 positions., Two averlays were used on cach chart; one
shewing pilets! reperted pesitions,; theother showing actual gun posi-
tions according to the photo interpreter!s report of the study of phot:
This cnabled the flight leader to pian his coerdinated attack with

the rest of the flight before le :ving the ready-room,

a new type interdiction program became effective during this period,
The enemy attempted tc invade a friendly-held island off the east
ceast of Korea by moving its personnel in sampans amd smz1l boats,
Therefore, to prevent a reccurance of this, a pregram was estab-
lished te completely destrcy all such beats,

Planes flying to and from nctual assigned missions kept a clese
surveillance of boat activity and, under the control of Task Force
95 elements, destroyed as many as nossible,

Difficulty has been encountered in determining the status of small
boats, locomotives and boxcars. Ordaance is frequently wasted on
previously dam.ged er destroyed targets of the above nature, Main-
taining a chart of previously destroyed locomotives and boxcars
might help this problem, P. I. surveillance of boat movements
arpears to be the best method of determining small boat status.

The major sources of Intelligence are photos and pilot reperts,

But the two sources must be closely correlated. Phetegraphs

must check and exploit pilet reports and pilots must amplify photo
studies by close aerial inspection. To this end Squadron Cormmanders
and flight leaders were enccuraged to study all pheto intelligence
material in order to he prepared to further amply pessible target
c¢bjects. Fhoto Interpretation personnel were encouraged to ask
pilots to investigite questicnable vievs,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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This period on the line has been by far the best from the main-
tenance availability point ef view, This is brought out by the
fact that for the complete period seven more sorties than the
scheduled number were flown. 1509 sortics were scheduled, 1516
serties were flown plus 63 othcr miscellaneous flights, such as
test hops, training etc.

The jet squadrons encountered the same type of discrepancies, which
they had encountered previously but since they were now known and
expected, it was censiderably casier to diagnose them and effect
repair, These included; (a) low prossure fucl filter warning lights
indicating clogged and by-passing filters, This wis countered by
rigidly adhering to a schedule of 7iibter.change at 15 hour intervals
instead of the usual 3C hour poriod, (b) lcakine high pressure
pump end seals which resulted in five fuel pump changes (c) frozen
aneroid compensator shafts, rcmedi.d by pclishing the shafts or
changing the fuel control (d) frozen hizh pressure cock actuating
parts, remedied by changing the un't. (e) cerroded brake pistons
which necessitated changing the unit.

The prep squadron maintenance “as cf a routine variety., Four engines
were ch:nged including one on a Valley Forge Corsair, which l~nded
abeard beczuse ef damace, Therc was no recurrence of the breather
tube icing difficulties on the corsairs .s mentiened in the last
action report,

D. ELECTRONICS

1.

2e

Ferformance of electronics equipmenis, during this pericd, has

been very goode In the main, discreoancies hive teen routine and

of a simple nature, Test equipment maintenance became a problem dur-
ing this period for practically the first time. This was, no doubt,
caused by the long period of usage. - from the time the ship left

the states. There is a dire shortage of test ecuipment spare parts
in the supply system.

AN/aPS=31 performed at an especially hich level and maintenance was
little more than routine. It was necessary to chance magnetrons
after approximately cvery 50 operating hours, It was founé that if
crewmen were notified when new maznebrons were installed a higher
degree of efficient eperition was attained during the magnetren
"seasoning™ period., The resultant life of the magnetron wis also
prolenged and this is 2 highly reccmmended procedure,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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During this period AN/:iRR-27 created the greatest maintenance

precblem of any single ecuipment. Time for maintenance was at a
minimum as the planes were in the 2ir so much. In any event, this
equipment is not used often and maintenance personnel lack proficiency
because of lack of time to werk with the gear,

Cemmunication equipments performed very well with a minimum of dis-—
crepancies, Routine maintenance, such as tube chinges and align—
ments were, in general, the only difficultics experienced and exch
case was taken care of expedibiously,

Shop space is at 2 premium and there is 2 need for a shop on hangar
deck level, especially in the casc of AN/iFS-31. &t is again recom-
mended that aN/iFN-1 test bench be installed in the 4. E. . shep.
Test equipment for Mark 3 Mod 3 is useless aboard a carrier under
present circumstances as i% is impossible to calibrate equipment,
Mark X I. F.F. performed very well, and the check system as recom—
mended by ComiirFac has preven very satisfactery,

E. SURVIV.L

1.

2.

Mark III Anti-Exposurc Suit,

as The forty (40) pilots =ho were not fitted and indoctrinated with
the Exposure Suit received the suits with adequate instructions
during this period,

b. Pilots “hose suits were damaged beyond repair were fitted with
new ones, The dam>ged suits were turned into aviation Supply,

ce The new Mark III Exposurc Suits which were net issued will be
¢ff lcaded as directed by ComF:irJapan,

d. The USS .NTIET.M (CV-36) received = British immersion suit from
the British Liasion Officer, JOC Korca for evaluation purposes.
Several pilots have worn thc suit and were impressed by the
wearing comfort and freedom of movement in the cockpit, a
report of evaluaticn will be subritted.

Survival .nd E & E Gear.

8, E&E Barter Kits, Survival, C-1 Vest, Thermo Boots, Shoe Pacs,
and miscelleaneous items such as signaling mirror, cempasses,
Jjack knives and match contoiner were turned into USS LNTIET.M
(C7=36) wviation Supply fer further disposition at the comple—
tion eof the action period.

e ENCIOSURE (1)

~zf-

N
(ﬂngégﬂ—

.

URIGI




